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In a society like that of Panamd, where politics
were so unjust and morality so diabolical, we could
expect nothing else than that the worst men should
prove the most sucecessful.  Among those who came
early to Darien, and whom we have frequently en-
countered in the wars upon the natives, was one who
now enters the arena as the conqueror of Peru. His
origin was of the lowest. Born in bastardy, he was

laid by his mother on the church steps, whence he
Vor 1L 1 {1}
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was taken by a swine-herd to be suckled by a sow.
Escaping this master he fled to Seville and lived no
one knows how, until he took ship to Santo Doemingo,
no one knows when. Thenceforward to the day of his
assassination, his merciless courage found congenial
occupation; neither his ignorance nor his beastly in-
stincts nor his infamous cruclty and treachery stand-
ing in the way of fame and fortune.

He was now not far from fifty-three, having been
born at Trujillo, in Estremadura, about 1471.  After
both had become famous a distant kinship was traced
between Pizarro and Hernan Cortés. The develop-
ment had been, in every respect, in keeping with the
origin and environment. Except Pedrarias there
was not a man in all the Indies more detestable.
Innately he was the coarsest of all the conquerors.
I have not seen of his a single noble gentiment ex-
pressed or a single noble action recorded. The Chris-
tlanity which as a Spaniard he was obliged to wear
had tn it not the shightest tincture of piety or pity,
and the civilization under which his genius grew
developed in him only the savage cunnming which he
afterward displayed when in pursuit of human prey.
Under this same influence Cortés and other captains
of a generous, lordly nature might wade through hor-
rors to a determined goal, while appalling tragedios
and blood-reeking treacheries were not what their
souls delig:g)lted . But incarpate vulgarity was
Franeisco Pizarro, and a devouring sea of iniquity,
beside whom beasts were heavenly beings; for when
man sinks to his lowest, we must enter the domain
of hideous fancy to find his prototype.

_ Up to this time Pizarro had displayed little of that
signal ability, that marvellous determination and readi-
ness of resource which carried through one of the
most remarkable undertakings of any age. Soldier of
fortune and petty farmer were the only distinctions
he could boast. No talents of a higher order thar
those exhibited by the other captains in Darien had
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as yet appeared, cxcept perhaps a cooler cruelty in his
treatment of the, natives, and a more selfish heartless-
ness in his intercourse mtlt his corarades, He was
made of admirable stuff for an exccutioner, brave,
obedient, merciless, remorseless; and as he had not
manifested sufficient ambition to excite the jealousy
even of Pedrarias Le had been a useful tool of the
governor.  (Groat deeds do not always spring from
greatness of soul. Tt may have been merely owing
to the decline of physical powers with advancing age
that Pizarro’s nrind was led to serions reflection on
what at various times he had leard of the region
southward of the Isthmus, of what PPanciaco had
said, and the Pearl Islanders, and Tumaco, and last of
all of what Andagoya had reported concerning Bird.
It was known what Cortds had done in the north
might not the same feat be accomplished in the south?

Whencesoever sprang the purpese, on the return of
Andagoya unsuccessful from Bird, Pizarro determined
if possible to undertake an expedition in that direction.
Notwithstanding a long carcer of successful robbery
he had little to venture, oxcept that worthless article
his life. Two reqmrements WCre necessary, moncy
and the consent of the governor, both of which might
be obtained through Fernando de Luque, acting vicar
of Panamid, and formerly school-imaster of the cathe-
dral of Darien. Father Luque, or Loco as he was
later called for this {olly, had influence with Pedra-
rias, and the proceeds of his piety thus far amounted
to twenty thousand castellanos. Hc joined with him-
self a comrade, Diego de Almagro, and winning over
the priest and the governor by a prowmise of one fourth
each, the compan%was complete. Almagro was afew
years older than Pizarro, and with an origin perhaps
as low, for he was likewise a foundling. Ill-favored
by nature, the loss of an eye but increased a sinister
expression _that had played from infancy over his
features. It is but faint praise to say of him that his
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impulses were nobler thau those of Pizarro. Though
fiery he was frank, and abhorred treachery; nor could
he nurse a wrong more easily than his colleaguc.
Pizarro was to command the expedition; Almagro
to take charge of the ships; the viear, besides his
money, was to contribute his praycrs, while the gov-
ernor was to have an eye watchful for himself.

In a small caravel with about a hundred men and
four horses,! Pizarro sailed from Panamé November
14, 1524, leaving Almagro to follow as sovon as he
could equip another vessel. After touching at Toboga

-and at the Pear] Islands, Pizarro coasted sonthward

past Puerto de Pifiag where terminated the voyages
of Vasco Nuilez and Andagoya, and entered the
river Bird in search of provisions, but finding none
put to sea, and after buffeting a storm for ten days
again landed, and agein failed to procure food. The
ground was soft, and the foragers suffered severely.
At a place subsequently called El Puerto del
Hambre he waited for six weeks with part of the
men, all on the verge of starvation, while the ship, in
command of Gil de Montenegro, went back to the
Pearl Islands for supplies. When his forces were
agaln united he pubt to sea and landing at various
points found food and gold abundant. TFresently the
vessel required repairs, and fearful lest if he should
return the expedition would be broken up, Pizarro
caused himself and all his followers, save only those
needed to manage the ship, fo be put ashore, while
Nicolds de Ribera, the trcasurer, went with the vessel
and the gold collected to Panamd.

Three months after the departure of Pizarro from
Panamd, Almagro followed with seventy men, and

! Herrexa, dec. lil. lib. viii. cap. xiil-xiv., says 80 men. Francisco de
Jerez, Plzarros‘secr_etary, Cong. del Peru, in Barcin, fii. 179, places the
number gt 112 Spaniards, besides Indians; Zarate, Hist. del Perv, in Id., at
114 men, For minor statements and discrepancies compare Gomareg, Hist,
In::rl., 141; Garcilase de lo Vega, Com. Real, pt. 1. lib. §, cap. vii.; Bemwni,
Hist, Monda Nvove, 118; Oviedo, iii. 382-90; Quintana, Vidas, Pizarro, 50.
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after some search, and the loss of an cye in fighting
savages, he found his colleague, left with him his sur-
plus men, and returned with his vessel to the assist-
ance of Ribera. By this time Pedrarias, although he
had invested nothing, was dissatisfied and sullen over
the result. The ships were wanted for Nicaragua,
he said, and half the men embarked in this mad
southern venturc were dead.  Almagro was finally
glad to get rid of him by paying him a thousand
pesos. Pizarro was obliged to return, and the ﬂﬁe
associates bound themselves by oath, solcinnized by
the sacrament, that the entire returns and emoluments
of the expedition should be cqually divided; Fathoer
Luque dividing the wafer into three parts and cach
partaking of one.

Nearly two years were thus oceupied when the two
captains, made cqual by the new contract, and each in
command of a ship, embarked a second time with
Bartolomé Ruiz as pilot and one hundred and sixty
men, and standing well out sailed dircetly to the Rio
San Juan, the farthest point yet discovered. Meeting
here with fair success, Almagro was sent to Panams
with the plunder; Pizarro with most of the men
remained on shore; while Ruiz with the other vesscl
continned the discovery beyond the equator, and
returning reported a more opulent people with a
higher culture than any yet found in the Indies.
Among other wonderful objects which he had seen
was a large trading balse, or raft, made by lashing
together with vines porous timbers, which were over-
laid with a floor of reeds, and navigated by lateen
cotton sails. The people of the raft displayed spun
and raw wool, and scales for welghing go]d, while
those upon the shore ran to and fro leaping and shout-
ing to the homeless wanderers, the hairy exiles, chil-
dren of the sea-foam, descendants of the sun, as they
called the glittering serpents that were so soon to
envenom their land.

Soon afterward Almagro appeared. He too had
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been successful. Pedrarias was deposed; and with
Pedro de los Rios, the now governor, had come fresh
aspirants {or adventure and a grave, eighty of whom
were soon launched with Father Luque’s blessing in
the Peruvian expedition. '

During the abscuce of the vessels death had taken
fourteen of Pizarro’s men, and the remainder now
clamored loudly to be carried to Panamd. But this
was not to be considered. Refreshed by Almagro’s
stores and cheered by Ruiz’ tale hope revived, the
phantom of despair took flight, and joyous expectation
thrilled the hearts of those who had so lately dreamed
of death.

How happy was Pizarro as he went to prove the
golden report of good Ruiz! A storm which drove
him under the lee of Gallo Island, and obliged him
to repair at San Mateo Bay, only made the populous
cities and cultivated ficlds of maize and cacao the
more beautiful to behold. And the gems and precious
metals that glistened everywhere, how they made the
black blocd of the pirate to tingle! But little could
be done with such a force as his against ten thousand
warriors that opposed his landing; for with increase
of wealth and intelligence was increased power to de-
fend possession. The soldiers were not pleased to have
the ships go back to Panamd without them, and the
leaders came almost to blows over the quarrel; but it
was finally arranged that Pizarro should remain with
the men on Gallo Island, while Almagro with one of
the ships should seek a stronger force. Some sent
letters denouncing the commanders, and begging that
the governor might be informed of the miserable con-
dition of the men; which letters, of course, were not
delivered, none save one which Juan de Sarabia in-
closed in a ball of cotton which was to be presented
to the wife of the governor as a specimen of native
industry.”

*This letter pieturing the horrors of the situation, and begging from the
governor relief, was signed by the writer and hiv comrades; after which
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Fearful lest the men might seize the remaining
ship, Pizarro despatched it also to Panamd for recruits,
leaving himself with only eighty-five men. But the
missile projected by the verse-maker struck home.
The governor was indignant that the king’s subjocts
should be held in continued jeopardy of their lives
by their unpriveipled leaders, ordered the expedition
stopped, and sent the licentiate Tafur with two ships
to bring the wanderers home. Father Luque, how-
ever, wrote to Dizarro not to abandon the enterprise.
The arrival of Tafur at the island places Pizarro in a
most, trying position.  And we can almost forget the
hideousness of the man’s natuve, which assumes yet
darker deformity as we proceed, when he rises under
tlie inspiration of his energy in defiance of destiny.
The very impudence of his obstinacy commands our
admiration. What is the situation? Ilere stands a
single Spaniavd.  Yonder are the organized armies
of Peru with their tens of thousands of fighting men.
The rupture between the ruling powers, preliminary
to yect wore dire convulsions, has not yot occurred.
Humanly regarded it as insensate folly for Pizarro
to dream of seizing this powerful realm, or any part
of it, with Lis handful of vagabonds as would be lis
attempt to drink the ocean dry, or to pocket I’ar-
nassus. Yot what shall we say In view of the result?
And sure I am it is no upright deity that aids him,

When Tafur landed and told the men to get on
board the ships, Pizarro cried “Stop!” Drawing his

waa a doggerel, eurrent for years thereafter in the Indies, which ran ag

followa: Fuca acfior gohornador,
Bilrale bisn por cutere
Quo alll v & recogedor
Y wcd queda ol curpicero,

And may be rendered thya:
To this we hops your Lopoy,
Will Iend n kindly vur
¥ou havo tho herder with you,
Wa have the butcher hoere.

In Balboa, Histoire du Pérou, Ternanx-Compans gives a French rendering
by Beaudoin:
Wonzisur Jo gouverncur, on a'en va voud chorcher,
Tour emtnener des gena de 1n villo ol vous setes,
Eunvoyez-nous-en dund, ear voley lo loncher
Qui 1oy eugorgern comme do pauvres Lestes,
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gword he marked a line from west to east. Then
pointing toward the south he said: “ Countrymen and
comrades!” Yonder lurk hunger, hardships, and death;
but for those who win, fame and wealth untold. This
way is Panamd, with ease, poverty, and disgrace.
Let each man choose for himself. As for me, sooner
will T hang my body from some sun-smitten cliff
for vultures to feed on, than turn my back to the
glories God has here revealed to mel” Thus saying
he stepped across the line, and bade those who would
to follow. The pilot Ruiz was the first; then Pedro
de Candia; and finally eleven others. All the rest
went back with Tafur to Panamd. Ruiz was ordered
to accompany him and lend the associates his assist-
ance. Pizarro then crossed his army of twelve on a
raft to the small island of Gorgona, at a safer distance
from the main shore, and there awaited Almagro.
Alone, anchored on a cloud-curtained sea, near a fear-
fully fascinating shore, they waited five months.

This rash act of the now thoroughly inspired Pi-
zarro was vicwed differently by different persons at
Panamd. The governor was angry at what he deemed
suicidal obstinacy. Father Luque was enthusiastic,
and Almagro was not idle. The general sentiment
was that in any event these Spaniards, so chivalrous in
the service of their king, should not be abandoned to
certain destruction. To permit it would be infamous
on the part of the governor, and a disgrace to every
man in Panamé. Thus forcibly persuaded, Pedro de
los Rios permitted Luque and Almagro to despateh
a vessel to their relief, but stipulated that unless it
returned within six months they should be subject to
heavy penalties.

We may well imagine that Plzarro was glad to see
the faithful Ruiz, although his force was not greatly
increased thereby. And now he would go forward;
with an army of ten thousand or alone he would
match his destiny against that of Peru, Passing
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Ghallo, Tacames, and the Cabo Pasado, the limits of
former discovery, twenty days after leaving Gorgona
they anchored off an island sacred to sacrificial pur-
poses, opposite the town of Tumbez.  More brilliant
than had been their wildest hopes was the scenc sur-
rounding them. Stretching seaward were the bright
waters of Gluayaquil, while from the grand cordillera
of the Andes, Chimborazo and Cotopaxi lifted their
ficry front into the regions of frozen white. Tame
enough, however, were a new earth and a new heaven
to these souls of saffron hue, without the evidences of
wealth that here met their greedy gaze, of wealth
weakly puarded by the unbaptized. All along the
shore by which they had sailed were verdant fields
and populous villages, while upon the persons and
among the utensils of the inhabitants, scen principally
in the trading balsas that plicd those strange waters,
were emeralds, gold, and silver in profusion.

Two natives captured in the former voyage and
kindly treated for obvious reasons, were put on shore
to pave the way, and soon maize, bananas, plantains,
cocoa-nuts, pineapples, as well as fish, game, and
llamas were presented to the strangers by the people
of Tombez, Shortly afterward a Peruvian nobleman,
or orgjon, as the Spaniards called him, from the large
golden pendants which ornamented his ears, visited the
ship with a retinue of attendants. Pizarro gave him
a hatchet and some trinkets, and invited him to dine.
Next day Alonso de Molina and a negro were sent on
shore to the cacique with a present of two swine
and some pouliry, A crowd of wonder-stricken spec-
tators surrounded them on landing. The women were
shy at first, but presently could not sufficiently admire
the fair complexion and flawing beard of the Euro-
{)ean‘ and the crisp hair of the ebony African, whose
augh made them dance with delight. Never were
pigs so scrutinized; and when the cock crew they
asked what it said. Molina was promised a beautiful
bride if he would remain, and he was half inclined to
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accept the offer. The cacigue of Tumbez was equally
pleascd and astonished. He lived in some state, hav-
ing vassals at his doors and gold and silver among his
utensils.  Couspicuous among the buildings of Tum-
bez was the tomple built of rough stone. There was
a fortress surrounded by a triple row of walls. In
the valley without the town was a palace belonging
to Huayna Capac, the reigning inca, near which was
a temple with its sacred virgins, glittering decora-
tions, and beantiful gardens dedicated to the sun.

More witnesses to such facts as these must be ob-
tained before leaving this place. So next day Pedro
de Candia was permitted to go ashore armed cap-d-pie.
Candia was a Greck cavalicr of extraordinary size and
strength; and when he presented himself 1n bright
mail, with his clatfering steel weapons, and arquebuse
vomiting fire and smoke, therc is little wonder these
simple people should take him for one of their children
of the sun. Returning to the ship Candia testified to
the truth of all Molina had said, and more. He was
received as a heavenly guest, and conducted through
the temple which he afirmed was laid with plates of
gold; whereat the Spaniards were wild with delight,
says an anclent ehronicler. Pizarro thanked God that
it had been permitted him to make this great discovery,
and he cursed the luckless fortune which prevented
his landing and taking immediate possession. But
God did for Pizarro better than Pizarro could do for
himself. Had the five hundred he then so desired
been five thousand, the probability is all would have
been lost as soon as ventured.

Continuing southward some distance beyond the
site of Trujillo, a city subsequently founded by him,
the evidences of wealth and intelligence wmeanwhile
diminishing, and the reports of an imperial city where
dwelt the ruler of all that region becoming fainter,
Pizarro returned to Panatng, carrying back with him
two pative youths, one of whom, called by the Span-
iards Felipillo, became notorious during the conquest.
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The men had been ordered to treat gold with indiffer-
ence, that the future harvest might be greater.’

The pirate’s paradise was found; it next remained to
entor it.  Pizarro reached Panamd late in 1527, and
instantly the town was wild with excitement. Father
Luque wept tears of joy. But although Pedro de
los Rios forgot his threats of punishment he did not
regard with favor another expedition, which would
tend to depopulate his own government and establish
a rival coﬁmy. This selfish policy of the governor
hastencd the defeat of its own aims. Unable to do
more at Panamd, early in 1528 Pizarro set out for
Spain. Through the aid of Father Luque fiftcen hun-
dred ducats had been raised to defray his expenses.
It was not without misgivings that Almagre saw
him go, and the ecclesiastic himself was not without
his suspicions that foul play might come of it. “God
grant, my sons,” he said at parting, “that you do not
defraud yourselves of his blessing.” Pedro de Can-
dia accompanied Pizarro, and they took with them
specimens of the natives, llamas, cloth, and gold and
silver utensils of Peru.

Two notable characters were encountered by Pizarro
immediately on his arrival in Spain. One was Her-
nan Cortés, revelling in the renown of an overthrown
northern empire as Pizarro was about to revel in the
overthrow of a southern. Cortés told Pizarro how he
had conquered Mexico and gave him many valuable
hints in empire-snatching.* The other was no less a

! (Garcilage de la Vega, Com. Real, pt. it. lib. 1. cap. xi., tells the most
extrava.éﬁt stories concerning Tumbez, ‘Avig gran numero de Plateros, que
hacian taroy de Oro, y Plata, con otras muchas maneras de Joiase, asi para
el gervicio, y ornamento del Templo, que ellox tenian por Sacrosanto, como
pura servicio del mismo Inga, y para chapar las planchas deste Metal, por las
poredea de loa Templos, ¥ Palacios.” 8ee also, Xerez, Cong, del Peru, Barcia,
il 169-81; Zdrate, ffist. del Pery, Bareig, 1il, 2, 8; Qomara, Hist. Ind., 143;
Pizarroy Orellana, Varones Ilvatres, 138; Bengond, Hist, Mundo Nvovo, 120;
flerrerm, dec. iil. Uib. viiil. cap. xil.; Ovdedo, iii.

*Somo_affirm that, while in Spain, Cortés aud Pizarrc became great
friends ; that much fatherly adviece was given by the former to the latter,
Cortés, they say, nlthough the younger, could teach his brother-conqueror
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personage than the Bachiller Enciso, wh_o, still nurs-
ing revenge, seized the now famous discovercr of
Peru and 1mprisoned him on the old charge of in-
Jjuries at Antigua. Released by royal order, Pizarro
prescnted himself before the emperor at Toledo with
all the impudence of unlettered merit, and received
the appointment of governor, captain general, and
alguazil mayor of all lands which he had discovered
or might discover for a distance of two hundred
leagues south from Santiago. His government was
to be independent from that of Panamd, with the
right to crect fortresses, maintain forces, grant en-
comiendas, and enjoy the rights and prerogatives of
absolute authority. His salary was to be 725,000
maravedis, to be drawn {rom the resources of his
own government and without cost to the crown. In
rcturn for these privileges he was to enlist and equip
for a Peruvian expedition two hundred and fifty men,
one hundred of whom he was at liberty to draw from
the colonies.  For his associates he was satisfied with
much less; though it had been stipulated that for
Almagro should be asked the office of adelantado,
thus dividing the honors. As it was, he obtained for
Almagro on[fy the post of captain of the fortress of
Tumbez, with an income of 300,000 maravedis, and
for Father Luque the bishopric of Tumbez, with a
salary of one thousand castellanos. Bartolomé Ruiz
-was to be grand pilot of the South Sea; Pedro de
Candia, commander of artillery, and the brave thir-
teen who so gallantly stood by their captain at the
Isle of Gorgona were elevated to the rank of knights
and cavaliers. '
Pizarro's commission was signed at Toledo July
26, 1528. Thence he proceeded to Trujillo, his native
place, where he was joived by four brothers, Fernan-
do, Juan, and Gonzalo Pizarro, and Francisco Martin
de Alecdntara, all except the first like himself illegit-

many things, and warned FPizarro againat admitting another to a share in
the supreme anthority, which advice, indced, was bardly necesaary,
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imate, all poor, ignorant, and a'va?igious. Fernando,
however, possessed some superioritics, and played a
conspicuous part in the conquest.  He was a man of
fine form, repulsive features, and infamous character.
As arrogant, jealous, and revcngef}ll as he was capa-
ble, he soon acquired unbounded mﬂuencg over his
brother, and was the scourge of the expedition.

Small as was the force required by his capitulation
with the crown, Pizarro was unable to raise it. With
the assistance of Cortés he managed to make ready
for sea threc small vessels, in one of which, by elnding
the authorities, he embarked, and awaited his brothers
at the Canary Islands. By libcral bribery and the
solenin assurance of Fernando that all requirements
of the king had been complied with, and that the
specified number of men were with his brother who
had gone before, the other two ships were allowed to
depart, and the three vessels arrived at Nombre de
Dios in January 1530. There Pizarro was met by
Almagro and Father Luque, who when they learncd
how the royal honors had been distributed, and saw
the insolent bearing of the vulgar brothers, upbraided
him for his perfidy; and it was with difficulty that
Almagro was prevented by fresh promises from with-
drawing from the partnership and engaging in con-
quest on his own account.

Crossing to Panamg, an expedition was organized
with one hundred and eighty men, thirty horses, and
three ships, though all had been procured with no
small dificulty. On the day of St John the evangelist
imposing ceremonies were held in the cathedral; the
royal banner and the standard of the expedition were
unfurled and conscerated; a scrmon was preached,
and to every one of the pirates the holy sacrament
was administered, thus giving this marauding expe-
dition the color of a religious crusade. The Pizarros
set sail carly in January 1531, leaving Almagro, as
in the first instance, to follow with rcénforeccments.
Tumbez was their objective point; but turned from
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their purposc by adverse winds, and cager for a trial
of their steel, the Spaniards landed at a bay which
they called San Mateo, surprised a village in the
province of Coaque, and secured, besides provisions,
gold, silver, and emeralds to the value of twenty thou-
sand pesos, which cnabled them to send back the ships
at once, one to Nicaragua and the other to Panamd,
for reénforcements.

The Spaniards then continued their course toward
Tumbez by land; and burdened as they were by
woapons and armor, marching over hot sands under
an equatorial sun, the journcy socon becanc painful in
the extreme. To add to their tormants, an ulcerous
epidemic broke out among them, from which many
died, with curses on their commander. DBut their
hearts were gladdened one day by the approach of a
ship from Panamg having on board the royal officers
appointed to accompany the expedition, whom Pizarro
in his haste had left in Spain, and soon they were
joined by thirty men under Captain Benalcdzar.
Meceting with no resistance from the natives, Pizarro
continued his march until he arrived at the gulf of
Guayaquil, opposite the isle of Puma. Possession
ot this island was deemed desirable preparatory to
the attack on Tumbez. While meditating on the best
method of capturing the island, Pizarro was gratified
by a visit from its cacique, who invited the Spaniards
to take up their abode with him. It appears that
there existed an hereditary feud between the people
of Puma and those of the mainland; and although
forced to submission by the powerful incas, the
islanders never ceased to inflict such injuries as lay in
their power on the town of Tumbez. The friendship
of the strangers would give them great advantages;
hence the invitation. Pizarro gladly accepted the
proffered hospitality, and passing over to the island
with his army De awaited the arrival of reénforce-
ments before attacking Tumbez.

By their arrogance and apparent dntimacy with
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the people of Tumbez, the strangers soon became
intolerable to the islanders, who canght in a con-
spiracy were attacked and driven to hiding-places by
their guests. Nevertheless, but for the opportune
arrival of Fernando de Soto with one hundred men
and some horses it would have gone hard with the
Spaniards. Pizarro now resol ved to cross at onece to
the mainland and set the ball in motion,

Not least among the speculations that stirred the
breast of the Spanish commander was the rumor that
from time to time had reached his ear of discord
between the rival candidates for the throne of the
monarch lately deceased. Civil war would be a prov-
idence indeed at this juncture, not less kind than that
which gave Montezuma’s throne to Cortés.

Tradition refers the aborigines of Peru to a time
when the entire land was divided info pefty chicf-
doms, composed of wild men who like wild beasts
roamed primeval forests. After the lapse of ages,
time marking no improvement, there appeared one
day on the bank of Lake Titicaca two personages,
male and female, Manco Capac and Mama Ocollo, of
majestic mien and clad in glistening whiteness. They
declared themselves children of the sun, sent by the
parent of light to enlighten the human race. From
Lake Titicaca they went northward a few leagues
and founded the city of Cuzco, whither the chiefs
throughout that region assembled and acknowledged
the sovereignty of the celestial visitants. Under the
instruction of Manco Capac the men became skilled
in agriculture; Mama Ocollo taught the women do-
mestic arts, and the migratory clans of the western
slope of the cordillera thus became cemented under
the beneficent rule of the heavenly teachers. Orig-
nally the dominion of Manco Capac extended no
more than eight leagues from Cuzco, but in the
twelve succeeding reigns, which formed the epoch
prior to the advent of the Spaniards, the empire
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of the incas, or lords of Pecru, was greatly ex-
tended,

" It natnrally followed from their celestial origin and
superior intelligence that the incas werc adored as
divinitics, as well as obeyed as sovereigns. Not alone
their person, but everything coming beneath their
touch was sacred. Their blood was never contami-
nated by mortal intermixtures, and their dress it
was unlawfal for any to assume. The empirc under
Huayna Capace, twelfth monareh from the foundation
of the dynasty, embraced more than five hundred
leagnes of western sea-coast, and extended to the
summit of the Andes. This politic and warlike
prince dicd about the beginuing of the year 1526.
His father, Tupae Inca Yupanqui, during whose reign
the imperial domain had been enlarged by the addi-
tion of Quito on the one side and of Chile on the
other, exhibited wartial and administrative talents of
a high order. This vast inheritance, together with
the wisdom and virtues of the father, descended to
the son. In addition to a wife, who was also his
sister, 1fuayna Capac had many coneubines. The
lawful heir to the throne, son of his sister-wife, was
named Huascar, next to whom as heir apparent stood
Manco Capae, son of another wife who was his cousin,
But his favorite son was Atahualpa, whose mother
was the beautiful daughter of the last reigning mon-
arch of Quito, and concubine of Huayna Capac.
From boyhood Atahualpa had been the constant
companion of his father, who on his death-bed, con-
trary to custom, divided the realm, or ordered rather
that Quito, the ancient kingdom of his vanguished
ancestors, should be given to Atahualpa, while all
the rest should belong to IHuascar. TFour years
of tranquillity clapsed, and the impolitic measure of
Huayna Capac bid fair to prove successful. Huascar
was satisfied, and his brother appeared content. But
now a martial spirit was manifest in Atahualpa.
Gradually drawing to his standard the flower of the

Hrse, Crxr, Ad. Voo, II, 2
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Peruvian army, he marched against Huascar, over-
threw him near the base of Chimborazo, and pressing
forward again defeated the Poruvians before Cuzco,
capturcd his brother, and took possecssion of the im-
perial city of the incas.

It was in the midst of this struggle that the Span-
iards gathered before Tumbez bent on plunder.  We
sce clearly now, that had they attempted invasion
bofore the opening of the war between the rival
brothers, their cffort would have been what 1t ap-
peared to be, chimerical and absurd.  Bub these few
swilt years had ripened this land for hellish purposes,
and the dewons were alrcady knocking at the door.
Crossing to the mainland, not without some slight
opposition, Pizarro found Tumbez deserted. Gone
were the gold of the temple and the rich ornaments
of the merry wives. “And is this your boasted Tuom-
bez?” exclaimed the disappointed cavaliers. “ Better
far and richer arc the clysian fields of Nicaragua;
better have remained at home than to cowme so far for
so barren a conguest.” After some scarch the cacigne
was found. Ie charged the destruction of the town
to the islanders of Puma. As he professed willing-
ness to submit to the Spaniards, and as Pizarro
deemed it prudent to hold Tumbez peaceably, he
gave the cacique his liberty. This was in May 1532.

eeping a watchful cye on his disaffected soldiers,
Pizarro sct about planting & colony. He selected for
his operations the valley of Tangarala, some thirty
feagucs south of Tumbez and near the sea, and thither
repairing with his men erected a fortress, church, and
other buildings, partitioned the adjacent lands, dis-
tributed repartimientos, organized a municipality, and
called the place San Miguel. So thoroughly had the
work of devastation been carried on by the islanders
on one side,and the soldiery of A tahualpa on the othet,
that the Spaniards met with little opposition.

_ But thesc were not the men to waste time in estab-
lishing friendship upon a devastated seaboard when
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there was a world of wealth somewherc thercabout.
One thing troubled Pizarro, however. By late arrivals
he had been informed that Almagro still thought seri-
ously of establishing for himsclf & colony. Pizarro
needed Almagre’s aid, and he wanted no rival there.
So drawing in his talons he wrote Almagro begging
him for the love of God and the king, it such were
his plans to change them and come to his assistance,
This letter with the gold thus far collected he de-
spatched by shup to Panamd.

Meanwhile the rumors of battle between the rival
princes become more defined. Tt is known that when
the Spantards landed at San Mateo the war was rag-
ing. While Pizarro was marching seuthward toward
Tumber with one hundred and cighty men, Atalwalpa
was also marching southward toward Cuzeo with 140,-
000 men to meet IHuascar with a foree of 130,000.
And Atahualpa the vietor now rests in the vale of
Caxamalea, hoyond the cordillera, but not more than
twelve days’ journcy hence. Pizarro resolves to visit
him; peradventure therc to throw the die which is to
determine many fatcs.®

& Hiatorians of the Poruvian conquest point with emphasis to political dis-
ruption a3 the ageney which gave the country to the Hpaniards. Of eourse
wo cannot tell what would have been the accidents ov incidents of this inva-
sion under other conditions. As it happened, I fail to perceive how the eivil
war of necessity was the causc of suceess, or that witheut Pernvian disrup-
tion the Spaniards could not bave accomplished thelf purpose. Atahualpa
at the head of a powerful army io the full flush of victory could have crashed
this handful of Spaniards as casily as might have done o Peruvian hiost ten.
fold greater. Pizarro could have performed his imperial cozenage as csily
when peace reigned as ab another time. Comparc Naharre, Helocion, in
Col. Doc, Inéd., xxvi, 232-7; Real Cédula, in KL, 2506; Castaileda, Informa.
cion, in L., 206-9; Jaren, Informacion en Paramd, in Id., 200-60; Candia,
Iyformacion, in Id., 261-0; Pedro Pizarre, in Id., 201-10; Almagre, Informa-
cion, in Fd., 200-74; Sdmanos, Relacion, in Id., v. 193-201; Col. Dee. Indd.,
in fdd., 1 200-20; Chealle, Ffist. Chile, in Pinkertow’s Voy., xiv, 154-6, and in
Churehitl’s Col. Vou., xiv, 154-6; Leon’s Travels, Halluyt Sec.; Gurcilass de
la Vega, Com. Reales, i, 13-20; Pirarro y Orellana, Varones Hustres, 127-9;
Xerez, Cong. del Peri, 1749-81; Gomara, Hist, fad,, 141=7; Owiedo, iv, 147 eb
Beq.; Zdrafe, Hisk, Perv, 17-23. The last-mentioned document s by one
of the conquerors. According to some reports the inca was undetermined
what course to pursue, Immediately after the capture of Huascar some of
his counsellors were for sending an army and destroying the invaders at once.
Qthers wished to take them alive and by making slaves of them ingraft their
superiority into their own incipient civilization. Others wore timid repre.
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T4 is the 24th of September when Pizarro sets out
from San Miguel with onc hundred and ten foot-
soldiers, sixty-seven horsemen, and two Indian inter-
preters. Atahualpa is well aware of the presence of
the Spaniards, of their works within Peruvian domain,
and of their approach. And he is curious to behold
them. There is nothing to fear, unless indced they
be gods, in which case it were uscless to oppose them.
Along the way the natives cheerfully provide every
requirement for the courteous strangers.

Arrived at the western basc of the cordillera the
sixth day, permission is given to all who may choose to
withdraw from the hazardous venture beyond. Nine,
four foot and five horscmen, avail themselves of the
opportunity and return to San Migucl. On the
march next day Pizarro is informed that the general
in charge of Atahualpa’s forces garrisoned at Caxas,
a village lying directly on the route to Caxamalea,
is prepared to question his progress should he attempt
to pass that way. Hernando de Soto, with a small
detachment, is sent forward, while the main body of
the little army await results at Zaran. Procceding
wonderingly by the great upper road or causeway
of the ineas, which extends along the rugged Andes
the entire length of the empire from Quito to Cuzco,
and so wide that.six horsemen can ride there abreast,

sented the stranpers as exceedingly fierce and powerful, to conquer whom
would be diffienlt and dangerous, ‘Vnos querian, que fnesze vn capitan a
ello con exercito, otros dezian, que aunque los estrangeros no eran muchos,
eran valientes, y gue la ferocidad de sus rostros, y personas, la terribilidad de
sus armas, la ligerezs, y brabura de aquellos sus cauallos pedian mayor
fuerca.” Jierrera, dec. v. lib. fi. cap, ix, "According to Balboa the arrival of
the Bpaniards caused gome anxiely among the Peruviang at Cuzco. “Cette
nouvelle inguiéta toutle monde, Atahualpa essaya de tranquilliser ses sujets
en lenr disaut que ces dtrangers étaient probablement des envoyds de Vira-
cocha, et depuie cette ¢poque ce nom esh resté aux Fspagnols.’ Hist, du
Pérou, Ternanx-Compans, Voy., série ii. tom. iv. 300, Benzeni allirms that
Atahualpa whe was at Caxamalea, sent messengers to Pizarro threatening to
meke him repent if he did not leave his vassals unmolested and return to
his own cowniry. ‘In questo tempo Attabalibs Re del Pert si trouaua in
Cassiamalea, ¢ mteso comn’ ers entrato nel suo paese gente con le barba, con
certi animali terribili e scorreuanc i luoghi, ammazzando, e depredando il
tutto, mandb vn’ ambaselatore 4 Francesco Pizzarro, minaceiandole, che 5o
non lasciana i suci vassalli, ¢ se ne fosse ito ol suo paese, che lo farebbe mal
contento.! Hist, Monde Nvove, 121,
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Soto finds the Peruvian general, recites the stale
story of the world’s greatest monarch who sends his
master information of the maker of the universe and
this earth’s saviour, and begs permission on behalf of
the Spanish captain to proceed on his heavenly and
peaceable errand. At this juncture a messenger ar-
rives with an invitation from the inca for the Span-
iards to visit him. While on the way presents are
exchanged by the heads of the respective powers, and,
as the Spaniards draw near the Peruvian cncampment,
another messenger from the inea wishes to know on
what day the strangers will enter Caxamalea, that a
suitable reception may be prepared.

At length from the terraced heights above Caxa-
malca, through the openings of the loliage, the white
tents of the Peruvian host are scen stretching for
miles along the fertile valley. 1t is a sight at which
the heart of the stoutest cavalier might beat despond-
ingly, and that without prcjudice. Dut these auda-
cious Spaniards halt only to don their brightest armor,
and unfurling their banner they march down the
mountain.  Next day, the 15th of November, Pizarro
divides his forece into three companies and cnters the
town about the hour of vespers. Some two thousand
houses surround a triangular plaza of extraordinary
size, walled in by solid masonry and low adobe barracks,
and entered from the strects through gates. From a
large stone fortress broad steps descend to the plaza
on one side, while on the other a secret staircase leads
to the street.  Without the now deserted town stands
the temple of the sun, and on an eminence near by is
another and more formidable fortress of Lewn stone.
A spiral wall, which thrice encloses the citadel, rendcrs
the place impregnable to native soldiery, while ascent
from the plam is made by a winding staircasc. De-
tween the village and the Peruvian cncampment, a
league distant, a causeway runs, forming & fine road
over the soft fertile lands intcrvening.

As with heavy tread the Spaniards march through
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the silent streets in which no living thing is vistble
save a few knots of ancient, witch-like erones who
predict in low mournful regrets the destruction of the
strangers, the adventure at this point assumes ghostly
shape, like the confused manceuvrings of a dream and
Caxamalca a phantom city. Quartering his troops in
the plaza, Pizarro sends Hernando de Soto with fifteen
horsemen,® and the interpreter Felipillo, to ask the
inca the time and place of the approaching inter-
view; and lest accident should befall the cmbassy
Hernando Pizarro is ordered to follow and assist as
occasion requires. Over the causeway toward the
imperial camp rushes first onc cavalcade and then the
other, past manly men and modest women who gaze
in mutc astonishment as the apparitions cmergoe from
the murky twilight and sweep by and disappear midst
clatter of hoofs and clang of arms never before heard
in this quarter of the earth. Presently iz encoun-
tered the Inca’s army drawn up in distinet battalions,
archers, slingers, clubmen, and spearmen, standing
expectantly.” The royal pavilion oecupies an open
space near the centre of the encampment. Within
a short distance are the bath-houses, and a rustic
dwelling, with plastered walls colored in various tints
and surrounded by corridors.  On onc side is a stone
fountain, and a reserveir Into which flows water,
both hot and cold, from rivulets and springs through
aqueducts which intersect the valley in every diree-
tion. On the other side are the royal gardens and

pleasure-grounds. '

As the horsemen draw up before the royal quarters

S Herrera says 24; others 20, In the narratives of these early adventarers
rarely two arc oxactly alike concerning any ocenrrence. Among them all,
however, we ean usuaﬂlg arrive near the truth,

, ! There were in reality, sccording to the ‘Spanish Captain,’ 80,000 war-
riors in the cncampment of the ines, but the eavaliers reported to their
comrades only 40,000 in order not to dishearten them! ‘Li Capltani ritor-

norno al signor gourenator, e 1 dissenc quel che ers seguito del cacique, @

che 1i pavea che la gente ch’ egli hauens portrianc esser da quaranta mila
huomini da guarra. Et questo dissono per dar auimo alla gente, perche
€tano pin ai qtta.nt‘:. mila, & dissono ancora fuello che 1i haneua dette il
cacique.’ Relatione d'm Capitano Spaguvoly, in amusio, itl, 373,
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the inca is discovered seated on an ottoman in front
of his tent and surrounded by groups of courtiers,
while beauntiful damsels in brilliant attire flit about the
grounds. Elcgance, discipline, and the profound det-
crence of the nobles toward their chief ate apparent
at the first glance. The inca, although arraycd loss

gaudily than his attendants, is easily Lll‘;tlll‘-‘flllbh(;d by
tho famous imperial head- th“(_,b‘a or borla, worn by Peru-
vian monarchs in place of a crown, consisting of a
crimson woollen {ringe, which O\'lulo du&:ulbe& as a
tassel of the width of the hand, au(l about one span n
length, gathered upon the crown’in the form of a flat
bru%h the fringe deseending over the forchead down
to the Cyes, and partially covering them, so that the
wearer can scarcely see without rasing the lower part
of it with his hand. The Christiaus who have heard
many tales of’ his craft and ferocity, look in vain for
traces of extraordinary passton or cunning. The borla,
according to Jeres, throws a shade of nu,LmLho]y aver
the fudtures of Atahualpa; aside from this, however,
his face is grave, passionless, and cold. W’lth 1) mnw]c
horseman on either side, Ieruando de Soto rides
forward a few paces, and without dismounting re-
spectfully addresses the inca through Ifclipillo, the
interpreter.  “I come, most mighty prinee, from
the commander of the Christians, who threugh your
courtesy now rests at Caxamalea, ardently lonu g to
kiss your royul hand, and deliver you a message from
his puissant master, the king of Spain.” Immovable,
silent, with cyes downcast, sits the inea as if listening
he hears not, as if unaware of any cxtraordinary oc-
rurrence. After an embarrassing pause, a nobleman
who stands ncarest the angust monarch answers, < It
is well.”

At this juncture Hernando Pizarro rides up and
joins in the parley. When informed that a brother
of the Spanish captain has arrived, Atahualpa raises
his eyes and speaks: “ Say to your commander that
to-day I fast, but to-morrow I will visit him at Caxa-
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malea.” Hereupon the ambassadors turn to depart;
but the ineca, slow to speak, is slower still to cease
speaking, and the Spaniards arc motioned to pause.
“My cacique Mayzabilica informs me,” continnes
Atahualpa, “that the Christians are cowards, and
not invincible as they would make us believe; for on
the banks of the Turicara heo himself had killed threo
Spaniards and a horse in revenge for outrages on his
people.”  Checking his rising choler with the thought
of the stake for which ho played, Hernando Pizarro
explains: “ Your chicftain tells you false when hc says
that the Christians dare not fight, or even that they
can be overcome. Ten horsemen are enough to put
to flight ten thousand of the men of Mayzabilica. My
brother comes to offer terms of amity. If you have
enemies to be subdued direct us to them, and we will
prove the truth of this I say.” With an incredulous
smile Atahualpa drops the subject and offers refresh-
ments to his visitors, But at this moment the atten-
tion of all i directed to another scene.

Hernando de Soto 1s an expert horseman and
superbly mounted. He marks the smile of incredu-
lity with which the broad boast of his comrade had
been received by the Peruvians, and in order to
inspire a more hcalthful terror, he drives his iron heel
into the flanks of his impatient steed, and darting off
at full speed, sweeps round in graceful curves, pranc-
ing, leaping, running; then riding off a little distance
he whecls and dashes straight toward the royal pavil-
ion. The nobles throw up their hands to shield the
sacred person of the inca; a moment after they fly in
terror. But when with one more bound the hLorse
would be upon the monarch, the rider reins baclk the
animal to a dead stop. Not the twitching of a muscle
is discernible in the features of the inca; though for
their cowardice in the presence of strangers, we are
told that the nobles next day suffered death. The
cavaliers decline food, saying that they, too, are hold-
mg a fast; but chicha, or wine of maizc, being offered
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them in golden gob]ots by dark-eyed beautics, and
Atahualpa brooking no refusal, the Spaniards without
dlsmountmg drink it off, and then slowly rlde back to
Caxamalca,

As the night wears away, while Atahualpa lies
dreaming of the twilight apparition, Francisco Pizar-
ro matures his plans Lattle as there was in the
Lrief survey of the inca’s camp to inspire confidence
in attempting herc the scizure trick, the Spaniards
nevertheless determine to venture it.  The details of
the proposed perfidy and butchery are arranged with
consummate audacity and executed with a cool indif-
ference to human rights and human suffering which
would do Lionor to the chief of anacondas. In 1ssuing to
Lis officers their instructions for the day, which are
nothing less than to seize the inca and murder his
attendants, Pizarro says: “The project 1s more feasi-
ble than at first glance one might imagine. To admin-
ister to us the rites of hospitality, the Indians will
not come arrayed in hostile humor. No more can be
admitted to the plaza than may be casily vanquished;
and with the inea, whom his soldiers worship as a
god, within our grasp, we may dictate terms to the
cwpire. Farther than this our case is desperate.
Atahualpa has permitted our insignificant force, which.
he could crush at pleasure, to advance even to the
border of his sacred presence; he will scarcely suffer
us to depart in peace, did we wish i1t. Of your hearts
make a fortress; for though we be few in number,
God will never forsake those who fight his battles.”

Mass, attended by pious chants, follows the early
clarion call the 16th of November, and dread-dispel-
ling action soon clears the atmosphere of every gloomy
foreboding. Arms and armor are put in order and
burnished; the horses are decorated with bells and
jingling trappings, that they may present a terrifying
appearance. A sumptuous repast is spread in one of
the halls opening into the plaza in which the inca is to
be received. The cavalry 1s divided into three squad-
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rons under Hernando de Soto, Hernando Pizarro, angd
Qebastian de Benaledzar, and stationed within the
Lalls on the three sides of the plaza. The foot-sol-
diers, with the exception of twenty men rescrved by
Pizarro as his body-guard, occupy rooms adjoining
the court, but few being visible. Two small field-
pieces arc planted opposite the avenue by which
the Peruvians approach. Ncar the artillerymen are
stationed the cross-bowwnen, and in the towcer of the
fortress a fow musketeers are placed. Thus the Span-
inrds await their victim till late in the afternoon, when
from the tower they behold that which causes trepi-
dation not less than courago-cooling delay. Three
hundred warriors in gay uniforms clear the way of
sticks or stones or other obstruction for the royal pro-
cession, which is headed by Atahualpa, scated on a
throne of gold, in a plumed palanquin garnished with
precious stones, and borne on the shoulders of Lis
vassals, On cither side and behind the rayal litter
walk the counsellors of the realm, and bebind it fol-
lows battalion after hattalion of the forces of the inca
until thirty thousand soldiers in martial array occupy
the caunseway from the Deruvian camp half way to
Caxamalea. Surely the projected seizure in the widst
of such a host were madness, and without a wmiracle it
would secm that the Christians must abandon their
pious purpose, The miracle, however, is not wanting.
Just beforo reaching the cntrance in the city, Ata-
hualpa pitches his tents with the intention of passing
there the night and entering Caxamalca the next
morning. This, the death-blow te the high hopes of
the day, Pizarro determines if possible to prevent.
Despatehing a messenger to the inca, he besecches
Lim to change his purpose, and to sup with him that
mght.  The inca assents, saying that in view of the
latenwss of the hour he will bring only a few unarmed
attendants. And to his subjects he remarks, “Arms
are unnccessary in our intercourse with those engaged
m 0 holy amission.”  eunce the miracle.
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Though few in comparison with his cntire army,
the attendants of Atabualpa numbered several thou-
sands, as just before sunset, slowly and with measured
tread, they march up the main avenuc toward the
plaza keeping step to the sonorous music of the singers
and with the dancers who amble before the royal lit-
ter. Nearest the person of the monarch are the
orejones, as the Spaniards styled the Peruvian noble-
men, richly attired with armor and erowns of gold
and silver, some walking, others in litters, according
to their several ranks. Around his neck over a
slecveless waistcoat, the inca wears a band of large
cmeralds; under the magic borla, the dull, eold, list-
less look of the preceding evening had given place
to an cxpression of enkindled majesty. Iontering the
plaza the royal procession deploy to right and left,
Atahualpa and his nobles taking their station in the
centre, and the Peruvian soldicry flling the remain-
ing space. Profound quiet fills the place, and so
hidden behind the forms of his own swarthy warriors
are the few Spaniards appearing that Atalulapa,
without descending from the litter, casts about Lim
an inquiring glance and asks an attendant, “Have the
strangers fled?”® At this moment a priest, Vicente
de Valverde, accompanied by the interpreter, emerges
from one of the halls, In one hand he bears a bible
and in the other a crucifix.” Approaching the royal
litter, the ecelesiastic harangues the inca, beginning
with the doctrines of the trinity, ereation, redemption,

¢ The story is told in as many ways as thero are historians,  Some say that
the incs entered Caxamalea as a conqueror, others as falling into the trap of
the Speniards. All are partially correct, Undoubtedly Le would capture
the Spaniardsif he could, while they would preventit by securing him if they
were able.  According to Zarate, seeing bub a fow men i tho plaza when ha
entered he asked, * Have these men surrendered?’ and his people auswered,
*They have ' *¥ coma vid tan pocos Espafioles, i esos & pie {porque los deo
& Calallo, estaban escondidos) pensd, que no osarian percecr delunte de &l, ni
le esperarian; i levantandoss sobre lag andas, dixo 4 su Gente.  Estor rendidog
estan, Y todos respondieron que 8.’ Zdrate, Ifist. del Peru, fiorcia, 1ii. 21,

YSome say a crosy aud a broviary, others a cross and a bible. ‘Llego
entonces a ¢l Fray Vincente de Valuerde, dominico, que leuaun una Cruz en
la mano, y su breuiarie, ¢ la blibia, como algunos dizen,’ Gomara, Ified. Ind.,
148,
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and delegation of authority,”® and ending with faith,
hope, and charity, as manifest 1 the person of the
pirate Pizarro. - -

The contemptuous smile which mounts the features
of the inca at the opening of the address, changes
to looks of dark resentment as lie is told to renounce
his faith and to acknowledge the soveraignty of the
king of Spain. “Your sovereign may Le great,” he
exclaims, {fire flashing from his ¢yc, “but none is
greater than the inca. I will be tributary to no man
As for your faith, you say your god was slain and by
men whom he had made. Mimne lives,” pointing
proudly to the setting sun, “omnipotent in the heav-
ens.*  Your pope must be a fool to talk of giving away
the property of others.”® Then after a moment’s pause
he demunds, “ By what authority do you speak thus
to me?” The priest places in his hand the bible. “In
this,” he says, “is given all that is requisite for man
to know.” The inca takes the book and turns the
leaves. “It tells me nothing,” he exclaims. Then
exasperated by what he deems intentional insult he
throws the book upon the ground saying, “You
shall dearly pay for this indignity, and for all the in-
juries you have done in my dominions.” It is enough.

10« Ll exposa longnement les mystéres de notre sainte religion, en citant
son discours plusicnrs passages des ¢vangiles, comme si Atahuaipa avait su ce
que ¢’¢iuit que lea évangiles, on efit étd oblige de le savoir.’ Daiboa, Hist. du
Pérou, in Ternauz-Compans, Voy., sivie il. tom. iv, 315.

1 Respendio Atabaliba muy enojado, que no guerin tributar sicdo libre.'
Gomara, fist. Ied., 149, ‘Ma che nou gli pareua come Re libero di dar tri-
buto & ¢hi non haveuva mai ve duto.' Bewzoni, ffist, Monds Nuovo, 123, 'Soi
libre, ne debo tributo A nadie, ni pienso pagarle, que no reconozco por superior
4 pingun el Garciluso de la Vega, Com, Reales, pt. i lib, i. cap. xxv.

;’ *Y que Christo murio, y el sol, y la lupa nunca morian.' Gomera, Jfist.
Fad., 150.

***Et che il Pontefice doueua essere vn qualche gran pazzn, poi che daua
cosi liberamente quello d'altri.' Rewzoni, Hfist, Mondo XNuwovo, 193, ' Que no
obedeceria al Papa porgue daua lo ageno, y por no dexar aquien nuneca vio cl
Teyno, que fue de sa padre.” Gomara, Hist, fad,, 149-30.

" Tot gh dimandd, come sapeua, che’'l Dio de Cristiani ¢i niente haveua
fatto il monde, e che fosse morto in Croce. 11 frate rispose, ¢he quel libro lo
dicena, e lo porse ad Attabaliba, ilquale lo prese, e guardatoui sopra, ridendo
disse; & me non dice nients questo libro; ¢ gettatolo per terrs, il frate lo
ripighon’ Bewnzowd, Hist. Monds Nuovo, 123, 1 moine en fut 6 irrité quil

réclama i grands cris vengeance pour Poflense faite 2 Dieu ot b sa sainte loi.'
Balbua, Iffist. du Pérow, 313.
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God and the king rejected, and the holy evangelists
trampled under foot.” “Why do you delay?’ cries
the enraged monk to Pizarro as he picks up the sacred
volume. “In God’s name at them! Kill the implous
dogs!”

The zealous commander necds no second exhorta-
tion. Unfurling a white banncr, the signal for assault,
he springs from his retreat; the sentincl in the tower
discharges his musket, and loud rings the war-cry
Santiago! as every Spaniard rushes to the charge.
To their brutal instinet was added a spiritual drunk-
enness which took them out of the category of manhood
and made them human fiends. We wonder how men
could so bclieve; but greater still is our wonder how
men s0 believmi could so behave. The guns fill the
Elaee with reverberating noisc and smoke; with shrill

last of trumpets and jingling of bells the horsemen
ride upon the panic-stricken crowd; the infantry with
clang of arms appear and all unite in quick suceession
in sheathing their sharp swords in the unprotected
bodies of the natives. At first they turn to fly, but
at every point they are met by a blood-thirsty foe.
Those nearest the gates escape, but soon the passages
are blocked by heaps of dead bodies. The carnage is
fearful. And above all the din of slaughter is heard
the shrill voice of the man of God crying to the sal-
diers, “Thrust! thrust! thrust with the point of your
swords, lest by striking you break your weapons.””

15 Pizarro y Orellans mildly affivms that the inca threw the book from him
in guch georn, that the monk was obliged to eall upon the Christianz to fight
for their law. ‘Y poniendole la biblia an las manos, la arrojd et In%? con 13

ran vituperio, que obligd al Religioso 4 dar vozes 4 los Cristiancs, diziendo-
es, que holviessen por au ley, que la ultrajava aquel barbaro gentil, de quien
1o svia ya q];m esperar.’ Varones fivstres, 155,

18 Bt snbito ad alta voce comineid 4 gridare; vendetta, vendetta Cris-
tiani, che gli Enangelij sono disprezesti, e Eettati per terra. Vecidete questi
cani, che dispreggiano la legpe di Dio.” Benzond, Flist, Mondo Nuove, 123.
Gomara says: ‘Los Eudgelios en tierra, Végiva Christianos, a ellos, a ellos que
no quiard nuestra amistad, ni nuestra loy.” #fist. Ind., 150. While Garcilaso
de la Vega renders it thus: ‘Es, ea, destruidlos, gue menosprecian nuestra
lei, ¥ no quieren nueastra amistad,’ Cpm. Recles, ii. lib. i. cap. xav,

I «Ds Monick selfs kielt cock nist op den gantschen tydt dat sy doende

waren met dit Dolek te vermoorden, varrasen en tieren, vermanende de
spaenjaer dén dat sy niet houwen maer steken souden, on de Lemmers te
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Wlhen the first fiorce charge is made, Pizarro, wlho
with twenty chosen meun had assuned thr} task of
capturing the inca, rushes for the royal litter, but
quick us arc their movements the devoted followers of
Atalmalpa are befure Lim, and crowdmg round their
imperilled sovercizn, strugele o shicld his person.
As one drops dead another hastens to take his place,
Each one of Pizarro’s guard strives [or the howor of
the capture; but for a thme they are provented by
the surges of the crowd which carry the wmonarch
Lither and thither and by the desperate defence made
by the Peruvians.

Fearful lest in the darkness which is now coming
on the vietims should eseape, one of the Spamards
strikes with his sword at the inca.  In warding off
the Dlow, Pizarve reccives a shicht wound in the hand;
then threatening death to any who offer violeuce to
Atahualpa, he lLiews his way through the fortress
of faithful hewrts which guard the royul person, and
thrusting his sword inte the bearers of the litter
brings down the monarch, whom he catches in his
arts. The borla is torn from Atahualpa’s forchead
and he s led away to the fortress, where he 1s mana-
vled and placed wnder a strong guard™  Meanwhile
the butehery continues in aud beyond the plaza. A
m the slaughter of about five thousand men which
oceupicd not more than half an hour it iy said that no
Spanish blood was spilled save that drawn from the
hand of Dizarre by one of his own men.®  Following
bewnaron, dat gy nict Draccken, mita sy de Degens in nacomende moorderyen
sonden van toode hebhen' West-Frdivche Splephal, S22

e Cargana tedos enlre Atabaliba, que fodania estana en sn litera, por
prenderle, desseando eada vno el prez y glovia de g prision.” Gantera, L.
*Res gardes privent I fuite de tous les cotds, ef ies Mapugnols, ayant entraing
;':I‘;Sﬂ dany Jenr eamp, Ivi mirent los fers aux pigds.! Balloa, Hist, du Prron,
" The * Spanish Coptain’ places the namber at over seven thousand be-
sides many who had their Uy cnt off and were in other ways mntilated.
* Rimn sevo in quel giorno mortl da sl oner sebte mila Indiand, oltea molti che
huneana taghinte Ie bracein, o molte altre fevite.! Refrtione o vt Ciepitano
Npwgnrulo ;. fhomusio, 11 874, ¢ Decimos, que pasavon de cineo wil Iudios

lous tlim‘. murfeven ayuel dia.  Los tres mil 'y quinfentos fueron A hicre, ¥
Loy demas feeron viejos invtiles, muygeres, nchaches, y niites, pergue de
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their instinets these fiends incarnate spend the night
in rioting and drunkenness.” Thus during the swilt
alimmer of a tropical twilight, the conquest of Peru
is accomplished; the sun of the inea sets lurid, blood-

coloved; true to their engagement, Plzarro and Ata-
hualpa sup together that night

We bave seen how the opulent empive of Peru was
found; how its powerful ehieftain was treacherously
taken captive by a crow of Spanisli iuvaders; now
witness for a moment how peace was wmade by ambas-
saclors of the Prince of Tence.

So suddenly el the blow that Atabualpa fatled to
reatize his situation. It was but an aflray of the
hour; the e of his subjugation had not yct even
occurred to him. At the banquet he praised the skill
with which the bloody work was done, and to his
lameuting followers he said, “Such are the vicissitades
of war, to conquer and to be conquered.” By Pizarro
and his comrades the augost prisoner was ireated as
a dish fit for the gods. Ilis women and his nobles
were permitted to attend him, and for his life or
prolonged hmprisonment hie was told to have no fear.

ambos gexos, y e todas edades avin venido innumerable gente Lolr, y solenuicar
la eimbajada de los que lenfan por dioses, Geareileso de la Vege; Com. Heales,
pt. ii. Iib. i eap. 25, This brotal massacre i3 digniticd by Pizarro § Ove-
lana, 28 une of the most important battles of Listory, renuwckable for the loss
of so little Clirigtian Lload ! f8e veneio una che las wmas importantes batallas,
¥ cou menos gentede quantas cn las historias divinag, y humanas se han visto;
no sacandose mas sangve de los Cristianos, que la de una pequena herida que
Yz dicron en la mano & nwestro valeroso eapitan salin’ Verones fustres, 150,
¢ Cosgi banuta It sanguinelente ¢ terribil vittoria di guella misera gente
infelice; sicttero tutti o notfe in balli ¢ feste, lussuriondo.' Denzoni, 1fist.
Meonde Noowvo, 124, © Algde Spacpjaerien dlesen bloedighen neorlaghe aenge-
recht hadden van dit ongheluckiphe Volok, lishben sy den nacstvolgenden
nacht et dansen en springhen, on bancketeren overghebrocht.” West-Indische
Spirghel, 362
21 No prreater monument of blind adulation is found in Spanish- Americas
hislory than the Feronee Flvstres del Nocvo Mundo, Madreld, 1639, of Pizarro
¥ Urellana, a descendant of one of the great Vizarres, Not ouly the bra-
tal Francisce Pizareo is made o saint, Lut the aceounta of the eight heroes of
the eonguest, which occup?) the preater purt of a folio volume, are little else
than a covering of defeets by so-called glovious deeds, which serve besides the
purposes of fame as a speeial plea for the confirmation of granls conferred
upon the congueror.  This plea is embodied in the author’y later Diseurao
eged, and is In some degree made weightier by his position as member of the
royal eonncil,
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Mesnwhile the Spaniards were exhorted to watch-
falness; they were reminded that they were but a
handful of men surrounded by millions of foes. “Our
success,” said Pizarro, ¢ was miraculous, for swhich (God
who gave it us should be devoutly praised.” The
Peruvians made no cffort to rescue their chief; and
while the sacred person of their inca was a prisoner
they were powerless and purposcloss. Thirty horse-
men were sufficient to scatter the imperial army and
rifle the encampment.  And while Pizarro preached®
Christianity to his chained captive, his soldiers were
out gold-gathering, descerating the Peruvian temples,
killing the men, and outraging the women® It was
quickly discovered that the wealth of the country far
exceeded the wildest dreams of the conquerors, and
soon gold and silver ornaments and utensils to the
value of one hundred thousand eastellanos were heaped
up in the plaza™

Atalmalpa was not slow to perceive that neither
loyalty nor their vaunted piety was the ruling passion
of his caplors, but the love of gold. And hcrein was
a ray of hope; for as the days went by a dark sus-
picion of their perfidy and evil intention econcerning
him had filled his mind. Calling Pizarro to him he
said: “The affairs of my kingdom demand my atten-
tion. Already my brather Iluascar, having heard of
my misfortune, is planning bis escape. If gold will
satisfy you, I will cover this floor with vessels of
solid gold, so you but grant me my freedom.” Pizar-
ro made no reply.  The Spaniards present threw an
incredulous glance around the apartment. The room

¥ Y ge fue enterando de ellos del diseurso de su venida, y de la Fb
Catolica, que ¢ln muy Lien: como hombre que tenin muy bien entendi-
miento.” Pizarro y (rellana, Varones Ifvstres, 156,

_  ‘allaron en cl bafio, y Real, de Atabalibs cineo mil mugeres, que aunque
tristes, y desamparadas, holgaron con los Christianos, muchas y bucnas tiendas,
infinita ropa de vestir.’ Garcilaso de la Vege, Com, Reales, pb. it lib. 1. cap.
XXVl

#Valid en fin Ja bajilla sola de Atabaliba, clen mil ducados.” Qareilmso
de la l"egn', Com, Heal, pt. ii. lib. i, cap. xxvil. ‘Los Soldados no se descul-
daron en visitar los quarteles del exercito del Inga, donde hallaron grandissimas
riqueza de oro, y plate.” Pizarro y Oreltanc, Varones Hustres, 156,
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was twenty-two feet in length by sixteen in width.
Inferring from their silence that the ransom was too
small and distressed at the prospect of long confine-
ment, he exclaimed: “Nay, I will fill the room as high
as you can rcach with gold, if you will let me go.”
And to make the offer the morc tempting he stepped to
the wall and on tiptoe stretching out his arm made a
mark nine feet from the floor. Still his tormentors
were silent. At Jast he burst out excitedly: “And if
that is not enough,” pointing to a smaller apartment ad-
joining, L will fill that room twice full with silver.” #
The proposal was accepted. 1t was safe cnough to do
so, although the infamous Pizarre never for a moment
intended his royal prisoner should leave his Lands
alive; for by this means nnght the wealth of the
empire be most speedily collected, and i successful
a pretext for breaking the promise of liberation might
easily be found. Two months were allowed the cap-
tive in which to gather this enormous treasure.  Hol-
low vessels and all utcensils were to be contributed in
manufactured form, not melted down. Valuable jewels
were to enrich the collection, and the fricudship of
the inca was to erown the vistonary ransom,
Immediately after the recording of this stipulation
by the notary, Atahualpa sent out in every direction
messengers with instructions to gather and bring to
Caxamalea with the least possible delay, the requisite
articles for the ransom. 7The treasures of the inca
were chiefly lodged in the royal palaces of Cuzco and
Quito and in the temples of the sun throughout the
empire. All governors and subalterns were urged to
use the utmost alacrity in the exccution of this order.
Meanwhile the pirates were masters of the situation.
Fach beastly boor of them was a lord waited on by
male and female attendants, They drank from vesscls
B “Trath Atanipa de au rescate, ¥ ofrecio tan gran cantidad de oro, qhe
parecia impossible enmplivlo.” Pizarro y Orellane, Varounes Itvstres, 150.
* Prometio, porque le soltasen, cubrir de vasijas de plata y oro, el suelo de
voa gron sala donde estava preso.’ Garciluso de la Vega, Com. Reales, pt. ii.

lib. 1. eap. xxviii,
Hrer. CENT. AM, You, IL 3
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of gold and shod their horses with silver.  Their cap-
tain was king of kings; one king his prisoner, another
his prisoner’s prisoncr.  One of the chroniclers states
that shortly after his capture Atahualpa reccived
intelligence of an important battle won by his army
on the day of his fall,  “Such are the mysterics of
fate,” excelaimed the unhappy monarch, “at the same
moment congquered and a conqueror.”  Huascar wheo
was at this time confined at Andamarca not far distant
from Caxamalca hearing of the capture of Atahualpa
and of the immeunse ransom offered for his relcase sent
to Pizarro offering a much larger amount for his own
liberation.  Pizarro saw at once the advantage to be
derived in acting the part of umpire between these
rival claimants to the throne, and consequently the
overtures of Huascar were encouraged. But Atahu-
alpa although closely confined was kept fully informed
of the events transpiring throughout the empire, and
his word was yet Jaw. Pizarro imprudently remarked
to him one day, ‘I wait with impatience the arrival
of your brother in order that I may judge between
you and render justice where it may be due.”  Shortly
afterward Huascar was secretly put to death; and
Pizarro had the mortification of finding himself out-
witted by a manacled barbarian.

While waiting the gathering of the gold, Hernando
Pizarro with twenty horsemen raided the country
with rich results, Three soldiers, it is sald, were sent
by Pizarro under the inca's protection to Cuzeo, where
after desecrating the temples and violating the sacred
virgins they returned to gaxamalca with two hundred
cargas of gold and twenty-five of silver, the transpor-
tation of which requirecf no less than nine hundred
Indians.

Time passed wearily with the imprisoned monarch,
The influx of gold at first rapid, soon fell off, and un-

#*J'attends avee impatience Parrivée de votre frdve, poursavoir quels sont
aey droits, rendre justice b chacun et theher de vous mettre d'accord.’ Baites,
Hist, du Pérou, 317,
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fortunately for Atahualpa much of it was in flat plates
which incrcased the bulk but slowly. Nevertheless
as the matter went Pizarro felt justified in granting
the prisoner an extension of time. In February 1533
Almagro arrived at Caxamalea with two hundred men,
fifty of whom were mounted, and demanded for him-
self and company cquitable participation in the spoil, ac-
cording to compact, This Pizarro refused, but agreed
to divide what should be thoreafter taken. The dis-
pute was finally scttled by allowing Almagro for his
oxpenses one hundred thousand pesos, and for his men
twenty thousand.

Yet more slowly came in the gold; the people were
now hiding it; the Spaniards desired the death of
Atahualpa with the liberty to devastate and pillage
after the old manner. They determined the inca
should die;¥ but first they would melt down and
divide the gold; theoy determined to kill the inea, but
first he should have a fair trial. 1t was no difficult
matter to frame an indictment. Huascar's death,
pretended insurrections, delay in the ransom, refusal
to accept baptism; these charges, or any of them, were
amply sufficient. Then Felipillo desired one of At-
ahualpa’s wives, and did what he could to hasten his
death.™ ‘ _

The native artisans to whom the task was sllotted
were occupled more than a month in rupning into
bars the immense mass of gold and silver collected.
It was in value 1,326,539 castellanos,® equal in pur-

1 Benzoni was told that Pizarro intended from the first to take the life of
Atabmalps, as by this means he expecied to be able better to subdue and
govern the country. ° Perd io ho inteso, da poi che Pizzarro I’hebbe fatte pri-
gione, I'infente smo fu sempre di leuargelo dinanzi & gli occhi, per meglio potere
sogriogare, ¢ dominara il paese.’ Hist. Mondo Nuove, lib. iii, fol, 125,

. *6<Jl était, dit-on, épris d'une des femmes d’Ataliualpa, que la crainte

qu'inspirait'Ings empéchait de se rendre A ses désirs,” Balloa, Ifist. du Péruy,
322. ¥ Sobre catas causas se examinaron 3 algunos Indios, A tiempo q el In-
terprete Filipille, zelose de que una muger de Atanlpa le luviesze desdefiado,
interpretd los dichos de los testigos, escriviendolos demanera, que el TPadre
Fray Vicente de Valverde dixe, que el firmaria Ia sentencia de muerte.’
Pizarre y Orellane, Varones Ilvstres, 186,

# < Tn la suma doste rescate, andan diversos, Agustin Carate, y Francisco
Lopez de Gomara, historiadores de aquellos tiempos, creo, gue sou erratas del
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chasing power to over twenty millions of dollars at
the present day. It is the most solemn responsi-
bility of my life,” exclaimed Pizarro, as he scated
himself in the golden chair of the inca, to act as
umpire in the partition, “and may God help me to
deal justly by cvery man;” after which prayer the
pirate’s dealings might well be watched. — And first
he gave himsclf the golden chair mn which he sat,
valued at 20,000 castellanos, golden bars, 57,222 cas-
tellanos, and 2,350 marks of silver. Next his brother
Hernando received 31,080 castellanos of gold, and
2,350 marks of silver, nearly twice as much as was
given to Hernando de Soto, his equal in rank and
talent. Horsemen received 8,880 castcllanos m gold
and 362 marks of silver. Some of the infantry received
half that amount, others less. To the church of San
Francisco was given 2,220 castellanos of gold.®* Father
Lugue had died shortly before the departure of Al-
magro from Panamd; no mention is made of him or
of his legal representative, Gaspar de Espinosa, in the
distribution.

Hernando Pizarro and Hernando de Soto were
both opposed to harsh measures with regard to the
inca, treating with the contempt they descrved the
thickening rumors of revolt, But Pizarro and Al-
magro, impatient to pursue their ambitious schemes,
had long since determined Atahualpa’s fate. The ac-
molde: pondré agui algunas dellas, para gue se vean mejor.’ Carcilesn de i
Vega, Com. Reales, pt.il, lib, i. cap. xxxviil, I have taken the lowest estimate
of this treasure as being in all probubility as near the truth asany. Many
different amounnts are given, some of them as high as fonr millions, * Hallaron
cinguéta y dos miil mnurcos de buena plata, y vu millon, y trezientos, y veyote

¥ seys mil y quiniétos pesos de oro, suma i 3 i vae,”
Gomara, f'ﬁg{\f.‘}ﬂd., 154—15’. ’ » § Tidea, munen vista e
#*The * Spanish Captain * says that every foot-soldier received 4,800 ducats,
equal to 7,208 castellanos, while horsemen received double. Those who were
left at San Miguel received 200 pesos each. Il signor geuernatore fece le
Parti, & toced a ciscuno fante a pie, quattro mila e ottocento pesi d'oro, che
sono ducatl, 7208, es %li huemini a canallo il doppiv, senza altri vantaggi che
gll furen fatti, . . A quelli Christiani che eranc restati in quel luogo doue ha-
ueus fondato il ridotto de San Michele, dette dus mils pesi d’oro, accioche o
Ramssero, che ne_toccd dugento pesi a cinacuno.” Relatione d'vn Capitanoe
Spagrvolo, Ramusio, fii. 377. ¢Chague cavalier regut neuf cents pesos d'or

et trois cent soizante marcs dargent. Chaque fantassin et la moitié do cette
somme.’ fist, du Pérou, 327-8.
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cusations and the trial would both be laughable werc
they not so diabolical. Pizarro and Almagro acted
as judges. Among the charges were attempted in-
surrection, usurpation and putting to death the law-
ful sovereign, idolatry, waging unjust warfare, adul-
tery, polygamy, and the embezzlement of the publie
revenues since the Spaniards had teken possession of
the country! What more cutting irony could words
present of the Christian and civilized idea of human-
1ty and the rights ef man then enfertained than the
catalogue of crimes by which this barbarian must
unjustly die, every one of which the Spaniards them-
selves had committed in a tenfold degree sinec enter-
ing these dominions, The opinion of the soldicrs was
taken.® It i3 unnecessary to say that the prisoner
was found guilty. He was condemned to be burned
alive in the plaza.

At the appointed hour the royal captive, heavily
chained, was led forth. It was nightfall, and the
torch-lights threw a dismal glarc upon the scene.
By the inca’s side walked the infamous Father Vi-
cente, who never ceased pouring into the unwilling
ear of his vietim his hateful consolations. Upon the
funeral pile, Atahualpa was informed that if he would
accept baptism he might be kindly strangled instead
of burned. “A cheap escape from much suffering,”
thought the monarch, and, permitted it to be done.
The name of Juan de Atahualpa was given him, The
iron collar of the garrote was then tightened, the
Christiang rectted their credos over the new convert,

81 Pizarro well knew that the inca’s death was certain if the matter were
jeft to $he soldiers, while by so doing he might be able to throw off some of
the odium which otherwise would be fastened upon him. As he had antici-
ﬁ:led, the majority wag in favor of killing the prisoner. Others would have

im sent to Spain, while a few were in favor of granting him his liberty.
‘Dit also volbracht zynde, door Pizarro, en Almagro vergaderen de Krjchs-
ragdt, en berastslaghen met malecanderen, wat men met Attabaliba soude
uytrechten: FEenighe sloeghen voor, datmen hem soude om dem hals bren.
ghen, cenige vonden goot datmen hem los laten moude: Veele waren van
meeninghs, dat het goet was datmen hem nae den Keyser soude senden, Ten
lagtaten, de stemmen vergadert synde, prevaleerde die, datmen Lem soude
ombrenghen,’ West-IndésI;%ze Spieghel, 365.
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It

and the spirit of the inca hied away to thesun. Thus
one more jewel was added to the immortad crown of
Father Vicente de Valverde!®

With the death of Atalwualpa the cmpire of the
ineas fell Lo picees, and the Spaniards were not rlow
to seize upon the distracted country. It 1s said that
the gold and silver obtained by the conquerors at
Cuzeo equalled that furnishied by the mea. Official
statewents place the amount at 580,200 castellanos of
gold, and 215,000 marks of silver™  Afler another
distribution government was organized by the Span-
fards with Manco Capac crowned inca of Peru for o
figure-head, behind whom and in whose name the
grim conguerors might unblushingly pursue tien work
of destruction, Schastian Benaledzar took possesston
of Quito, where he was shortly afterward confronted
by Pedro de Alvarado, ene of the conquerers of Mex-
ieo and governor of Guatemala,

1t appears that Alvarade, having fitted out a flect
of Lwelve ships for o voyage to the Spice Islands, was
furned from his purpose as will be herveafter related,
liy ihe reported marvellous suecesses of the Peruvian
adventures.  Believing or affeeting to believe that
the provinee of Quito was without the jurisdietion
of Pizavro, he determined to conquer that conntry for
himsell, THis army on landing presented the strongest
front of any in Peru, but the mareh across the snowy
sterr was one of the most disastrons in Spanish eolo-
nial history.® Although the distance was short the on-

¥ The philusophy as well as the religion of the early writers is over fouml
cial to tlie emergeney. Y aunque parecio sin calisa, v come tal lo pusaron
Las ne intervinieron en ella, no sin culpay pues tan sin ella avia sido fratricida
del Buaxenry, como queds dicho.” Pizgrro y Orelfune, Vorones Hustres, 166-T.

ECemencaron yoos U desentalilar las parcdes del templo, que de oo, ¥
plada eran: otros & desenterear las joias, y Yasos de oro, que con loa Mucrtos
extivin: olros & tomar idolos gne ‘de 1o mesmo eran.’ Garedase de b Feeat,
Cow, Heefes, phadie 1 51 cap, il .

- Aceren de los quinientos hombres, qua estos autores dicen, que llevd
consigo Jh Pedro de Alvarado, se me ofrece decir, que 4 muchos de los que
fueraon eon ¢l, les ol, gue fusron sehocientos Espaboles.” Garcifavo de fu Vg,
Conr. Reuwles, pt. i, lib. i, eap, il '
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tire way was strewn with the dead ; more than ane hun-
dred Spauviards and two thousand Judians perished.
Inough however survived to enable Alvarado to make
cquitable arrangements with Almaero and Bounaledzar,
A portion of the vessels and the entire forces of Alva-
rado wore transferred to the associates for one hundred
thousand castellanos,  Alvarado then visited Pizarro
at Pachacamae, where the latter was awaiting the
development of events at Quito; after which Alva-
rado took his departure. Benaledzar remiained at Quito
aund eventually became governor of that provinee.

After this in the listory of Pern comes the feud
between the associate conquerors; for here as clse-
where no soomer are the savages sluin than their
destroyers fall to fighting among themsclves.  Alna-
gro and Pizarro are old men, old friends, copartners;
yet instead of dividiug their Immense acquisition aud
devoting the brief remainder of their days to peace-
ful pursuits, so deadly becorves their hatred that
cach seems unable to rest while the other lives
Hernando Pizarro reports proceedings in Spaiu, and
Alnagro 1s placed in command of Cuzeo,while Pizavro
founds his capital at Lima. The king confirins It~
zarro in his conquest and makes him Marquds de Jos
Atavillos, and grants Almagro two hundred leagues
along tho sea-shore commencing from the southern
limit of Pizarre’s territory.  Hernando Pizarro takes
Almagro’s place at Cuzeo, While Benaledzar is at
Quito, Almagro in Chile, and the forces of Pizarro
divided between Cuzeo and Lima, the inca, Manco
Capac, revolts. With two hundred thousand men
he besicges Cuzeo, Lima, and San Miguel simulta-
neously, and massacres the settlers on plantations,
The Spaniards are reduced to the greatest extremity.
Cuzeo is lald in ashes, and Pizarro, unable to codpor-
ate with his brother Hernande, despatches ships to
Panamg and Nicaragua for aid.

The chief point of dispute between the assoclates
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is the partition line dividing their respective govern-
ments.  Toach clalns the aucient capital of Cuzeo as
lying within Lis territory. Alp‘lagl"o, returning from
a disastrous expedition into Clile, makc:?' <‘)\.-'e.1'tt'u'us to
gain the friendship of Muauco Capac; failing in {his
he defeats the inca in a pitched battle, takes posses-
sion of Cuzeo, makes Hernando Tizarro his prisoner,
and captures Lis arwmy.  Tustead ol striking off his
head as urged to do by Orgoniez, and warching at
once on Lima, Ahuagro falters and thereby falls,

Meanwlhile Ilernan Cortds sends his imperilied
brother-concqueror a vessol ladeu with provisons; a
kingly gift.  Gaspur de Iispinosa, Father Lugue’s sue-
cossor, presents himself aboul this time 1o Peru, aud
is senb 1o Almagro by Pizarro to cflect a settlement
of their difficulties, but the latter rematns tivin, and
the sudden death of Lspinosa terminates the present
overturcs.  TMoally by many solemnly sworn promises,
which are broken immediately, his point s gained,
Francisco Pizarro obtains the release of Lis Drother;
then with seven hundred men, on the plain belore
(fuzeo, he eneages and defeats Almagro’s loree of five
hundred men under Orgoiiez, captures Almagro, whom
e places 1 chains, and after a mock trial puts him to
death.  Ternando Plzarre is afterward arrested i
Spatn for the murder of Almagro, kept confined a
prisuncr for twenty years, is liberated, and dics at the
age of one hundred years.

And now appears on the scene, as heir to the feud,
Almagre’s illegitimate son Diego, who henceforth
lives but to avenge his father’s death., There are
those who will not serve the inurderer of their master,
“men of Chile,” they are called, and so they sce distress
and carry thin visages and tattered garments about
the streets of Cuzeo. These to the number of twenty,
with Juan de Rada their leader, meet at the house of
young Alwagro, and bind themselves by oath to kill
Franciseco Pizarro on the following Sunday the 26th
of June 15417, Almagro’s house adjoins the chureh,
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while Pmmm s is on the other side of the plaza. They
will slay him as he leaves the church after mass.
But the governor does not attend chureh that day;
so they cross the square and coter throngh an open
cate into the court- yard, from which stairs load to
an upper room, where Dizarro 1s al dinner with
several friends.  Suddenly the diners hear a shout
from below, © Long live the king! Death to {}t'an’(b'”

Aocu‘«tonml to len'acl 1’1/.1110 acts on the mstant,
divects his elicf officor Francisco de Chaves to 111(1110
fast the door, and steps inte au adjoiniug room witl
Lis half-brother, Martines de Aledntara, to arm hin-
sell.  Chaves springs {orward and closes the door, but
mstead of sceuring it he parleys with the assailants
who are now ut the top of the stairs. A sword thrust
mto the ofticer’s breast euts short the conferenee, and
the body is flung below.  Perceiving blood, most of
the guests fly, {‘]nnl)nw OVOT a corridor and droppiug
to Jrh(‘ gmm:d two or threc who had emne forward
with Chaves ave quickly Lluapatdmd by the conspir-
ators,  Althongh his armor is 111 adjusted  Plzarro
springs for ward sword in hand.  “1[ow now, villains!
would you murder me?” cries this voteran of & lrun-
dred fights. 'Then to Aledntara, © Lot us hold bravely
against these traitors, for I swear to God we two are
cunough to slay them all.” The men of Chile fall back
before him, but only for a moment; again crowding
forward one after another of the congpirators is
stretehed on the ground. The conquest however is
too uncqual to continne; yet after Aledntara, the two
pages of the governor, and every person pI‘C‘-ant exeept
the chief lie dead upon the floor, Pizarro still fielis
on, At length Rada, exaspcmtod grasps one of his
comrades, named \Tdnau and hurls him against
Pizarro’s sword, It is rlmth to Narvaez, bub it is
victory for Almagro; for while the sword of Przarro
is sheathed in the bod) of the luckless conspirator,
the weapon of another strikes him in the throat,
and brings him to the fleor. “Kill him! kill him{” ery
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the assailants as they close round the fallen ehieftain,
thrusting into his body their swords.® True to his
religious instinets, the expiring hero raises himsclf on
his arm, traces with his own blood upoen the floor the
sacred cmblew of his faith, sighing “Jesu Cristo!”
then while hie bows his head to kiss the cross which
he had made, a blow more dastardly than all the rest
terminates his eventful life. Thus perish in sanguinary
brawl, cach by the hand of the other, these renowned
chicftains, whose persistent steadfustness of purpose
and manly courage under difficulties were equalled ouly
by their avarice, treachery, and infamous crucliy.

The bloody work accomplished, the conspirators
rush forward and cry, ' Long hve the king! The tyrant
is dead! T.ong live our lawful governor Almagro!”
The Almagroists continue in power till the latter part
of 1542, when they are exterminated by Vaca de
Castro, sent as commissioner by the crown to quiet the
country. Almagrois exeeuted, and the name becomes
extinct. Juan Pizarro is killed by the Indians while
capturing the fortress of Cuzco, and after the defeat
of Vasco Nutiez Vela at Aftaquito had been avenged
by the execcution of Gonzalo Pizarro at Xagquixa-
guana, the affairs of Peru lapse into the hands of the
viceroys.® :

% His relative, Pizarro y Ovellana, says he was at this time nearly 0
years of age, and that he ltil);ed five persons and wounded others before e
was stricken down. ‘Come eran tatos los que les ayudavan, aunque avia
muerte a ecinco, y otros muchos heridos, y como la edad llegava acerca de
ochents afios, 1o podo defonse tanto, que no le diessen una eatocada en lagar-

;lvgr_qtg, con que se desalito, y desangrd, y vino A arrodillar.’ Farones flostres,
J-0

It s searcely necessary to say that the best history of the Peruvian
crjuest, indeed the only one that can lay claims to fairness and complete-
uess, is Mr Prescott’s, The chief original authorities have alrcady been
given,  Pizarro forms o leading figure i Quintana, Vidas de Egpanoles (vle-
bras, published ot Madrid in 1807, 1830, 1833, in three volumes, reprinted
at Paris in 1845, Celcbrated as a poet and dramatist since 1801, Quintana
intended to produce a lengthy series of biographies of the national heroes who
had already entered into tiliﬁs song; but the demands of other studics and of
his public duties as censor, dircctor de estudios, and as senator, iuterfered
with his work, and nine lives are sli that have been recorded. While declar-
ing hia intention to be impartial and iostructive he is often led by his innate
predilection for hero awd word painting, to mingle poetic fancy with biographic
facts, The list may be greatly swollen by such works as Acosta, Hint, L. ;
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Velaseo, ITist. Quite; Freille, Ln Ammcma, Levinins Apollonins, Peruuie
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Mexrion has already been made of the appointment
of Pedro de los Rios as governor of Castilla del Oro
in place of Pedrarias Dévila, of the arrival of his fleet
at Nombre de Dios in 1526, and of the death of Pe-
drarius at Leon in 1530. The new governor was
instructed that the conversion of the natives rather
than their conquest should be his main purposc; they
were to be treated indeed as vassals of the erown but
not as sluves; and his Majesty the emperor Charles
V. was pleased to declare that in the foundation of
new colonics he had less regard for his own aggran-
dizement than for the spread of the holy Catholic
taith, Tedro de los Rios was a man unfit to govern a
community of wild and turbulent adventurcrs in a
strange and half-settled territory. Instead of pur-
suing the right course at the right moment, he secmed

togo out of his way to commit blunders. As occurred
144}
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at his meeting with Salcedo in Nicaragua, when the
merc threat of a fine made him beat a hasty retreat to
Panamd, he was often found wanting in the hour of
trial.  His lack of ambition and ever-prescut regard
for his own personal ease and safety, caused Lis admin-
istration to prove tame and uneventful.

The aurt sacra fames was a vice 50 prevalent among
the rulors of Castilla del Oro that it i1s buta tiresome
iteration again to allude to it; but Rios’ thirst for
riches far surpassed the greed of all his predecessors.
His avarice was only exceeded by that of Lis wife,
who, as Oviedo tells us, held him under complote con-
trol and governed the province through the governor.
Heappropriated all that he could lay hands on, whether
publicor private property, and his wmalefeasauce in office
soon became so notorious as to attract the altention
of the cwperor. He was enjoined from crossing the
boundaries of his provinee, ordered to surrender to the
royal treasurer the Pearl Islands, the revenues of
which, 1t will be remembered, were placed under s
control by the erown, and to give all needful aid to
Fraueisco Pizarro and Diego de Almagre in the pros-
ecution of their exploring expeditions.

But it was no part of the policy of Rios to build
up other territories at the exponse of Lis own, and bis
neglect of these instructions, united with the malign
influence of the crafty Pedrartas, whon the slender-
witted Rios never ceased to persceute, soon wrought
his downfall! Such, finally, were the complaints laid
before the council of the Indies, that some time
before the expiration of his three years’ term of office,
the licentiate Antonio de la Gama was scut to take
his residencia, and the governor, dissatisfied with the
result, proceeded to Spainand demanded justice. His
cause came up before the council of the Indics, Oviedo
acting as attorney for the city of Panam4, and Pedro

I Heryera, dee, iv. lib, iv. cap. ix, Although the charges against Pedrarias
were pressed by Oviedo in person, there is no doubt that they were brought at
the instigation of Rios.



45 CASTILLA DEL ORO.

de los Rios was fined, despoiled of office, ordered home,
and forbidden ever to return to the Indies.? His wife,
whom he had left behind, refused fo make the jour-
ney to Spain without the company of her Lusband,
and as he declined to return for her, she remained at
Panamg to the day of her death.

After the condemnation of Rios in 1529, the licen-
tiate refuscd to surrender his badge of office, retain-
ing his post as governor for about five years.
Notwithstunding some complaints of his summary
method of dealing with judicial matters, a few cven
going so far as to say that it Rios cliose to return he
might do so with impunity, the gencral verdict of the
colonists was in his favor, and during his administra-
tion many public improvements were made. An
inordinate craving for wealth was, as usual, the cause
of his removal,® and in the spring of 1534 he was
superseded by Captain Francisco de Barrionucvo, a
soldier who had gained some distinetion at Cartagena.
Barrionuevo had received his commission nearly two
years before, and set sail from Spain in command of a
force of two hundred men, furnished at the expense
ot the crown. He was ordered to toueh at Espaiiola,
where the governor was instructed to furnmish all
needed supplhes; and the expedition arrived at Nombre
de Dios with ranks somewhat thinned by disease, and
by casualties incurred through rendering assistance
in quelling an Indian revolt in Santo Demingo.

Amidst the throng of adventurers who, dazzled by
marvellous reports of the wealth of the incas and of
the fabled treasures of Dabaiba, petitioned the emperor
for grants of territory south of Castilla del Oro was
Pedro de Hercdia, who had already done good service
at the scttlement of Santa Marta and elsewhere in
the Indies. To him was assigned in Nueva Anda-

tHe dlied et Cordova. Oviedn, iii, 123-4,
* Of his snbsequent career it is known that e served under Pizarro in Peru
and afterward retired to lis estates in Cuzeo, Cartes de Indias, T61-2,
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luefa & province whose limits cxtended from the
River Atrato to the Magdalena, and from the North
Sea to the equator. Sailing {rom Spain 1n 1532 with
threc vessels and about one hundred men, he landed
at a port then called Calamari, but to which he gave
the pame of Cartagena® It was hereabout that
Ojeda’s command was annihilated in 1509, and here
that Nicuesa avenged the defeat of his late rival by
putting to the sword the people.

After a brief rest the Spaniards marched inland and
came cre long to a town wliere they met with stout
resistance. The natives made good use of their
poisoned arrows and clubs of hard wood, man, matron,
and maid fighting side by side, and though all desti-
tute of clothing or any defeusive armor, confronied
the fire-arms and swords of the Europcans without
flinching. A few prisoners were takeun during the
skirmish, one of whom, on the return of the party to
Cartagena, offered to act as guide to some of the
largest towns in that vicinity, thinking that his captors
must surely be there overpowered and exterminated.
On the way they were attacked by a large body of
natives who, after a sharp contest, were driven into a
neighboring stronghold, enclosed with several thickly
planted rows of trces. In hot purswit the Spaniards
followed, and foreed their way into the enclosure side
by side with the fugitives. Iresh bands of Indians
goon arrived and, turning the scale, drove out ths
invaders, and in the plain beyond, where was roow for
the use of artillery and cavalry, even here pressed
them so hard that they held their ground with diffi-
culty. During the fight Heredia, becoming separatord
from his men, was surrounded, and would surely have
been kiiled had not one of his soldicrs forced his way
through the enemy’s ranks, and thrusting his sword
through the body of one, and cutting the bowstring
of another, held the foe in check till others could come

+0n account of its resemblance to the harbor of Cartagena in Spain,
Herrera, dec. v. 1ib, i1, cap. iil
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to his assistance. Finally the savages were driven
back, leaving their town in the hands of the captors,
who found there provisions and a little gold.

Beturning to Cartagena, Heredia fell in with a
vessel newly arrived from Espafiola with troops on
board that raiscd his command to one hundred foob
and as many horse.  Thus reénforeed, he penetrated
the province as {ar as the town of Cend, in the valley of
a river which still bears that name. Here was found
in two boxes or chests gold to the value of 20,000

esos, and in a place whiclh went by the name of “El
thio del diablo,”® a pit with three compartinents,
cach about two bundred and fifty feet in length, was
a hammock supported by four human figures, and
containing gold to the value of 15,000 pesos, amid
which, according to Indian tradition, his sable majesty
was wont to repose.  In a scpulchre near by, gold-
dust was uncarthed to the amount of 10,000 pesos.

Well satisfied with the results of his expedition
Heredia returned to head-quarters, and was soon after-
ward joined by a fresh reénforcement of three hun-
dred men.  The tidings of his success soon attracted
numbers of dissatisficd colonists from Castilla del Oro,
and toward the close of the sixteenth century Carta-
gena became a place of considerable note,® the fleet
that supplicd the New World with the merchandise
of Spain touching there on the way to Portobello.
The latter was but a small village, tenanted chiefly
by negrocs, and possessing, next to Nombre de Dios,
the most sickly elimate of all the settlements in Ticrra
Ifirme.  So deadly were the exhalations from its rank
and steaming soil that a small garrison maintained
there to guard the fleet was changed four times a
year. Notwithstanding its unwholesome atmosphere

5 Jerrera, dee. v, lib. ii. cap. iil. This is the Spanish translation for the
phrase npplied to it by the natives. The ward *bolio’ belongs to the dialsct
of the country.

8In Herrera, dee. v. 1ib, i, cap. iv., it is stated that the city was then very
poeplous, had a consideralle comnminerce, and eontained two castles heavily

monnted with artillery, 4 cathedral, a custom-houge, & government-houge, and
other public buildings.
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an annual fair was held therc lasting forty days, during
which time its streets were crowded with micrchants
from cvery quarter of the Indics. Not many years
afterward the Peruvian herder, climbing the mountain
side in quest of his stray lama, discovered the silver-
mines of Potosi,” and the place became, for a fow weelks
in the year, the most redundant mart of commerce in
the world. A fleet, freighted with all that was re-
quired to supply the real and artificial wants of an
opulent community, called there once a year, and us

// voR A LA

Casriuia DEL Oro,

soon ag it appeared in sight the treasures of the mines
and pearl-fisheries were conveyed by land from Panamd
to Cruces, and thence down the Rio Chagre to Por-
tobello.

When the conquest and exploration of hig terri-
tory had been partially effected, Pedro de Heredia
despatched his brother Alonso to the gulf of Urabd

* This incidient occurred in the year 1545. Acosta, Hist, Nat. Ind., 206-10,
Hial, CENT. AM,, VoL. II. #
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to rebuild there the town of San Schastian® The site
selected was some leagucs south of the ruins of the
settlement which Ojeda had founded, and where his
Lieutenant Irancisco Pizarro and his band suffered
from hunger and pestilence before Vasco Nuilez led
them to the South Sea. On a spot distant about
half a league from the eastern shore of the gulf, among
gome hillocks near which were groves of tall cocoa-
nut palms,’ the settlement was founded, sorely against
the will of Julian Gutierrcz, who, having married
the sister of the cacique Urabd, had accumulated &
fortune by bartering for gold such cheap baubles as
the natives most preferred.® Inciting the natives to
harass Heredia’s party at every opportunity, Guticrrez
proceeded to build a fort on the banks of the Rio
Caiman, at no great distauce from San Schastian. I
this enterprise he was joined by a number of male-
contents from Castilla det Oro, who had been on the
pomnt of embarking for Peru, but were persuaded to
take scrvice under Gutlerrez. .Chief among them
was one Ifrancisco César, who soon afterward figures
prominently in the history of Cartagena.

Heredia at once marched with all his forces against
Gutierrez, and bid him withdraw from the limits of
his province. The latter replied that he was acting
under instructions from the governor of Castilla del
Oro and could not neglect his orders. Heredia pre-
tended to be satisfied with this answer and withdrew
his troops, but returning after nightfall stormed the
enemy’s camp and put most of the garrison to the
sword. Gutierrez and his Tndian wife were carried

¢ According to Herrera, dee, v, lib. il. cap. iv., the new town was named
San Sebastion de Buena Viasta.

#In ferrera, dec. v. lib. il, cap. iv., we have the somewhat remarkable
statement that the nuts were of such size that two of them were often a
sufficient burden for a man. He probably adheres to fact, however, when
hn_a states that on such food the Spaniards sulsisted many days, at the first
discovery of the country, ailnding perhaps to Pizarro's fifty days’ sojowrn in
that neighborhood when waiting for the return of Qjeda.

' And paved the way for large bands of adventurers who afterward

carried on & lucrative tratic with the natives, Aecosta, Compend. Jlist, Nuete
Granada, 133, ’ pen
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captives to Cartagena. César with a fow of the sur-
vivors escaped to the woods and afterward took ser-
vice under Heredia. News of the disaster soon reached
Panami, whereupon Barrionuevo mmmediately crossed
over to Nombre de Dios, took ship for Cartagena,
procured the release of his licutenant, and concluded
an arrangemont with Pedro de Hceredia by which the
Atrato was made the southern boundary of Castilla
del Oro.

In the vicinity of a temple in the valley of the
Cend River the colonists of San Scbastian discovered
numerous tombs, some of them of such ancient date
that their contents betokened the lapse of centurics.
Here the natives burled their caciques in a sitting
posture, side by side with themr favorite wives, best
trusted servants, and dearest {riends; and in the
vaults which contained the remains were placed all
their gold, gems, and armor. This, perchance, may
have been the golden temple of Dabaiba, the quest of
which had already cost the lives of so many Spaniards,
and was yet to cost the lives of bundreds more as
they pursued this glittering phantom far south toward
the verge of the province. South-east of the gulf of
Urabd lay the territory of the cacique Dabaiba, whose
name is still applied to the sierra that skirts the bank
of the Atrato, forming a western spur of the cordi-
llera. Betwcen the gulf and the town of the cacique
was a forest ten or twclve leagues in length, dense
with palm-trees, and matted withtropical undergrowth,
through which flowed to the seca mountain streams,
dammed in places with fallen trees, and covering the
neighborhood with vast tracts of lagoon and marsh
land. Through this region the natives, with their
light portable canoes, made their way with little
difficulty, but to the Spaniard with his heavy armor
and cumbersome accoutrements the forest was almost
mmpervious. Beyond it lay a rugged and broken
country in which roads were unknown and where the
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tortuons bed of a mountain torrent aflorded for a
brief’ space during the dry scason the only weans of
access to the realms of the Indian chiefl  The sierra
of Dabaiba had for many years barred the progress
of Spanish exploration aud conquest, but there, if
rcport were true, lay Lidden stores of gold that ount-
shone even the riches of an Atahualpa or a Monte-
zuma, Closely guarded indeed must be the treasure
that could cscape the keen scent of the Spaniard, and
great the obstacles that could stay his patlt when in
search of his much loved wealth.

The first to attempt the conquest of this territory
was Francisco César, now a captain of infantry, and
onc whose skill and gallantry had gained for him the
confidence of his men.  Starting from San Schastian
in 15386, in command of eiglity foot and twenty harse,
he travelled southward through a pathless wilderness.
Ten months the party journeyed, and arriving at
length at the Guaca™ Valley were suddenly attacked
by an army of twenty thousand natives. While thus
surrounded and cut off from all hope of retreat, there
appeared above them in the heavens the image of
Spain’s patron saint. Three hours thercafter the
enemy was routed, and the Spaniards proceeded at
once to Jock for gold. After much tedious scarch,
a crumbling scpulchre was discovered, whercin was
hidden treasure to the value of thirty thousand cas-
tellanos.  The remnant of César’s band then returned
to San _Sebastian, accomplishing their homeward
journey 1n seventeen days.

Less fortunate was Pedro de Heredia, who in the
same year organized an expedition to invade the
rcalms of the cacigue Dabaiba and to gain posscssion of
his treasurcs. At the head of two Lundred and ten
mail-clad men, Heredia set out from San Sebastian,
and directed his course along the banks of the Atrato.

1 ‘Ts tierra del Guaca quc se derrama,

Por rico mineral a cada lado.’
Cuastellunor. Varones Fliustres fneg 204
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He soon arrived at the verge of the forest through
which he must cut his way as best he could, with fre-
quent and vexatious delays for the felling of trees
and the construction of rafts to bridge the marshy
ground, impassable else for man or beast, Rain fell
In torrents; poisonous snakes and swarms of wasps
and mosquitoes haunted the gloomy solitudes. No
fires could be kindled, and famine and pestilence soon
became familiar guests in the Spanish camp. Some
natives who served as guides were accused of having
purposely led them astray. They answered: “We go
from the river to the mountains in three days, while
ou and your horses require as many months.”

When the storm cleared away a detachment of
Spaniards was gent in advance to reconnoitre, the rest
remaining in camp to await their report. After a
few days’ march they arrived at a spot where the
smoke of expiring embers and the skins of animals
indicated a reccent encampment of savages. After
diligent search huts were discovered built amidst the
boughs of the forcst-trees, the natives thus sceuring
themselves from venomous reptiles. After a slight
resistance two of the natives were captured, and from
their information the party brought back news to their
comsrades that they were travclling in a wrong diree-
tion. Heredia and his men, too much dispirited to
make any further effort, turned their faces homeward
and arrived at San Scbastian empty-handed and in
sorry plight, the return journey oceupying forty days,
and the entire expedition about three months.

The survivors of the two Spauish companies soon
became clamorous for fresh adventure, and in 1538
Francisco César, with Heredia’s permission, equipped
a force about equal in number to his first command,
" resolved this time fo penetrate at all hazard the fast-
nesses of the mysterious sierra. After leaving San
Sebastian, César marched along the coast in the dirce-
tion of the Rio Verde, thence turning eastward toward
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the cordillera. The party suffered severely, and on
arriving at the Guaca Valley mustered bat sixty-three
men capable of bearing arms. Nevertheless César ad-
vanced boldly en the first town which fell in his way
after ascending the sicrra. The inhabitants, assured
Ly interprcters that the invaders had no hostile in-
tent, brought forth an abundant supply of roots, corn,
fruit, and such other provisions as they possessed.
The horses were treated with special care, and hom-
age was paid to them as to superior beings.

While the Spaniards were enjoying herc a few days
of repose the chief of the district, Nutibara by name,
quietly assemblled an army of two thousand men,
thinking to crush this presumptuous little band, for
no tidings had yet reached hin of the dread prowess
of the strangers, A stubborn conflict ensued, termi-
nated only by the death of Quinunchd, brother of
Nutibara, who fell by the hand of César. Santiago
on his white horse again appearcd in bebalf of his
followers, and to him was ascribed the glory of the
carnage that followed. The conquerors soon ascer-
talned that the country for many leagues around was
rising in arms against them, and having now secured
treasure to the value of forty thousand ducats they
returncd by forced marches to San Sebastian.®

News of César's expedition was soon carricd to
Cartagena, whence in December 1537 the licentiate
Juan dc Badillo sct forth to explore further the
region south of the gulf of Urabd. A foree of three
hundred and fifty men was eollected, with five hun-
dred and twelve Lorses, a number of Indians and
negrocs, and ample stores of provisions and munitions
of war. I'rancisco César was second in command, and
the treasurer Saavedra one of the captains. Starting
from the port of Santa Marfa near the mouth of the
Atrato they arrived, with no adventure worthy of -

BIn Acosia, Compead. I1ist. Nueve Oranada, 142, it is stated that during
thig expedition Ctear reached the town of $he cacique Dabaibs, but no meas
tion s made of his finding eny gold there. :
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note, ‘at the valley of Los Pitos? where was a fort
defended by a large force of natives.  Saavedra, lead-
ing an attack on this stronghold at the head ol sixty
men, was beaten back, and César, coming to his sup-
port about nightfall, posted his men in readiness fo
renew the assault at daybreak. The defeuders, per-
ceiving their design, determined to anticipate them,
and fell on the Spanur({s unawares, but after some
sharp fighting were repulsed.

Badillo then continued his march through the Guaca
Valloy, arriving at the domains of the chiof Quinachi.
It was here that Cdsar, on lis first L,xpuhtlou, had
uncarthed treasure to the value of thirty thousand
castellanog, and henee one reason for selecting this
route. In Junc the cxpedition arrived at the valley
of Norf,* with ranks somewhat thinned by famine
and by ceascleqs encounters with the natives.  Moeet.
ing with a friendly cacique thoy questioned hin as to
the whercabouts of the great treasure of Dalaiba.
He replied: “ There is no treasure, for they have no
need of any; but when they want gold to purchasc
food or redecm a captive, they pick it up in chy
weather from under the rocks i the river-beds”
Exploring parties were sent in all directions, but with
little success. They could not scale the stecp slerra
or cross the treacherous marshes, and they were con-
stantly harassed by bands of Indians. Acosta relates
that one detachment sent out toward the mountains
in a westerly directlon passed underneath a village,
built amidst the overhanging boughs of forest-trees,
whence the natives plied them with arrows, rouks
hot water, and lighted fagots.

The cacique of Norf, anxious to be rid of the
Spaniards, presented Badillo with gold to the va,Iue'

{P two thousand pesos, and offered to conduct him to
an auriferous region, then known as the Buritica

8 30 na.mad on aceount of the swarms of troublesoms nscets in its nenghbor-

hood, Id.,
" Spe].led also Nore. Id 254,
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Valley, After a six days’ march they came to g
native stronghold, which was ca}pturcd aftc?‘ a sharp
struggle, the chicftain, with his young wife, being
taken captive. The latter was released on payment
of a large ransom, accompanied with a promisc from
her husband to act as guide to a spot where rich
mines were known to exist.  With a heavy iron col-
lar round his neck, and fastened by chains between
four stalwart soldiers, the cacique led the way till he
came to the verge of a precipice, whenee he threw
himself headlong, dragging with him his guards. Un-
happily the fall did not prove fatal, and the Span-
jards, though sorely hurt, had yet Life enough left 10
drag their bruised vietim into the prescnee of Badillo,
who at once ordered his slaves to burn him alive.
Want, sickness, and the ceaseless hostility of the
natives had now spread havoc in the Spanish ranks.
Many who had come in search of wealth had found
a grave; and the survivors, worn with hardship and
disgusted with the meagre results of their long-
protracted toil, threatened to abandon the expedition
and set their faces homeward., The discantent was
greatly mnecreased by the death of Francisco César, a
much loved and well trusted officer, and one who, had
fortune east his lot in a wider or nobler sphere of ac-
tion, might have become one of the foremust captains
of bis age. Nevertheless, the march was continued,
and on Christmas-eve, after a journey lasting one
year and three days, the expedition arrived at the
province of Cali, in the valley of the Cauca River.
Here the soldiers well nigh broke out iuto open nu-
tiny. Badillo confronted them with drawn sword,
exclamiing: “Let him return who chooses; I will go
forward alonc till fortune favors me.” Nevertheless
the men crowded around him still clamoring to be led
back to Urabi, whereupon he ordered a division to be
made of the spoil, hoping thus to put them 1n better
heart. To complete his discomfiture it was found that
the treasure-chest had disappeared. This last was a
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heavy stroke, for the worthy licentiate was of course
suspeeted of the theft. Alone and broken-hearted he
stole away to Popayan, some twenty leagues to the
south in the same valley. Thence he made his way
to Panamd, was there arrested, and aftcr being sent
a prisoncr to Cartagena, the city from which he had
departed in pursuit of fame and riches, ended his days
at Seviile, before his trial was concluded, friendless
and a pauper.

The charge of peculation against Badillo proved to
be unfounded, for the chest containing two thousand
six hundred castellanos was afterward discovered,

The share of cach foot-soldier was ascertained to
be five castellanos, from which it would appear that
the Spaniards lost about half their number before
arriving at Cali. The remainder of the band followed
the course of the Cauca River northward as far as the
Indian province of Umbrd, where most of them took
service under one Jorge Robledo, who made further
explorations on the right bank of the Canca In the
mountainous region which now bears the name of
Antloquia.

In 1533% the aumdiencia real y chancilleria of the
aty of Panamg was established, the personnel of which
included a president, four oidores, a fiscal, a relator,
two secretaries, and for local government two alealdes
and three ministers of justice. The territory under
the jurisdiction of the audiencia originally included
Peru with the exception of the port of Buenaventura,
but was afterward bounded by Costa Rica, Cartagena,
and the two oceans, and was divided into the three
provinces of Castilla de! Oro, Darien, and Veragua, all
of which were included under the one name of Tierra
Firme. During the administration of Pedrarias, as
we have seen, an interdict was passed forbidding law-
yers and magistrates to reside in Castilla del Oro,

¥ 1n 1583, Pacheeo and Cdvrdenas, Col. Doc., viii. 25, confirmed by Clamente,
Tablas Ghrenoldgicas, 204, L. . y
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and the minions of the governor decided civil cases
always in favor of the party who paid the heaviest
bribe. There was no appeal but to the governor him-
self except in cases where the amount excecded five
hundred pesos. A transeript of proceedings might in
such cases be sent to the audicneia of Lispatiola, which
at that time held jurisdiction over the inforior courts
of Castilla del Oro. Some few years after the demise
of Pedrarias the prohibition was removed, when
there fell upon the fated Jand an avalanche of lawyers.
“ A magistrate,” writes Oviedo to the emperor, “is
worse than a pestilence, for if the latter took your
life it at least left your estate intact.” After the
establishment of the audiencia of Panamd certain
changes were made, but they were of little benefit to
the community, for in 1537 we find the alcalde mayor
holding the threefold office of presiding judge and
attorney both for plaintiff and defendant, “passing
sentence,” as Oviedo says, “on him whom le least
favored.”*® The government of the three provinces
was in fact little else than a legalized despotism. Com-
plaint was sometimes made to the emperor, but the
colonists soon found that the complainant was only
made to suffer the more for his presumption. ““Only
that an ocean lay between Charles and his down-
trodden subjects,” cxclaims Vazquez, “nineteen out
of twenty would have thrown themselves at his fect
to pray for justice.”

The corruption extended to the municipal officers,
and the provinces became rapidly impoverished. To
make matters worse, multitudes of vagrants, the scum
of the Spanish population, had for years been swarm-
ing into the New World settlements. At one time
the hospitals and churches of Panamd were insuffi-
cient to shelter the hordes of poverty-stricken and
houseless vagabonds that crowded the city. As they
would not work, many were near starving.

Charles knew little of all this, if indeed he cared.

“Carta al Emperador, in Pacheco and Cdrdenas, Col. Doc., iil. 64-82,
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As an instance of his Ignorance as to the true condi-
tion of affairs in Tierra Firme, it wmay be mentioned
that on the appointment of Fray Vicente de Peraza
as the second bishop of Castilla del Oro, he was en-
joined by the monarch to render aid to the faithful
Pedrarias Ddvila in securing the conversion and
proper treatment of the natives. It is probable that
the good bishop worked a little too conscientiously in
the cause of the savage to suit the taste of Pedrarias,
for as it has already been stated, he died of poisen
supposed to have been administered by that worthy
ruler,

Of Fray Tomds de Berlanga, who filled the epis-
copal chair a few years after Peraza’s decease,” it is
stated that during his return voyage to Spain, in
1537, being overtaken by a hcavy storm, he arrayed
himself in his pontifical robes, and kneeling with the
rest of the company chanted a litany to the virgin.
In response there appeared on the waves what scemed
at first a small boat, but proved to be a box contain-
ing, as was supposed, mecrchandise. The gale moder-
ated and the captain readily assented to the bishop’s
proposition that if the box contained a saint’s image
or other sacred thing, it should become the property
of the prelate, but 1f it held anything of monetary
value it should be claimed by the former. Soon the
sea was calm; the box was opened, and there, sure
enough, wag the image of Our Lady of the Immacu-
late Conception, On his arrival in Spain Berlanga
placed the 1mage in the convent of Medina de Rio-
seco, where he afterward founded a similar institution,

1 In Herrers, dee. iv, 1lib, x. cap. v., it is stated that Berlanga succeeded
Peraza ¢n the death of the latter yn 1531, or earlier, but this is probably a
mistake. There is mueh conflict of enthorities a8 to the succession of bishops
about this date. In Alcedo, iv. 33, Gonzadezr Divila, Teatro Eeles., and Fer-
nandez, Hist, Leles., it is stated that Vieento de Valverde was elected in 1533,
and after holding office for a few months was promoted to the see of Cuzeo,
Berlan%a. teking his place at Panama in 1534 as stated by Fernandez, who is
probably the most accurate authority in chureh matters, and according to
Pacheeo and Cdrdenas, Col, Doc., x. 287, officiating in August of the follow-
Ing year, as ‘juez comisario por su Majestad,' at an investigation into the
conduct of Francisco Pizarro and cther officera.
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chanting his first mass therc on the 19th of January
1543,

Y8 B muys Gonzalez Divila, Berlanga dicd August 8, 1531, Teatro ficles,,
ii. 57-8.

With the trie of travellers and observers, Benzoni, Acosta, and Thevet,
may be classed Juan de Castellanos, whose Elegins de Farones Jrustres e
Indiay recount not only the glories of the military, ecclesiastic, and civil
confuerors who figuyed in the carly annals of the region vxtending over the
Antilles, the Isthmus, and the northern part of South America, bt give
special histories of the New Greoada provinces.  Ilimself one of the horde
which came over from Spain for glory and plunder, he had ws cavalry soldier
taken active part in a number of the expeditions so graphically deseribed,
With the wequisition of o furtunc eauie o sense of the injustice excreised inita
accnmulation, and remorse pevhapa for illtreatment of tlie Indians, mingled
larpely with discontent at the poor recognition of his services, cansed him to
join the church. He received the appointment of candnigo tesorero at Carta
geon, but resigned it after a brief tenure for the curaey of "lunja, ervoneously
assamcd by some writers to be his birthplace. Here he found ample timeto
eeelt soluce by unlocking the gates of a natnral elaquence, and letting forth the
remombrances of glorious deeds and events. The gown is forgotten, and
the old soldier duns again in faney the rusty armor, though he modestly, too
modestly, refrains from intruding himseIf. It is in proze that he lirst relates
his stery, bat finding this too quiet for his theme of herves and bLattles, he
transposes the whole into verse, a work of ten years,

His is not the artificial vefinement of the epic writer, whosc form he follows
from a love of vhythm, but werely versified nerrative, with a generally honest
adherence to fact, though form and metre suffer:

Iti eom pAos alga preantomod,
Sinarl: pol ticod calullus

Quo vordod dulees, sonorosse
A lud ojercitindus et lecbog s

Tlaes et bk tolaranna,
Chiules luy | nuectios dellos,

Purcei” e decir la vevdsd pura
Hin waur do ficion uicompostura.

The ense and varicty of the lines indicate the natural poet, however, and
even when form departs the sentences retain a certain clegance, The first
part was published as Printera Parte de las Eleglas, ete., Madrild, 1350, 4,
used by De Bry in his eighth part on Ameriea, and given in the fourtih volume
of Bibdiofecn de Autores Espaiioles, 1850. The secoud and third parts, pro
vided with maps and plans, and dedicuted, like the first, to King Philip,
remaincd in munuseript in the Library of the Marqués del Carpio—Finels,
Epitome, 3. 300—till issued by Arilun, together with the tirst part, it
1857, as o special volume of the above Didfioteca. A fourth part, perhapa
the best and most important, as it must have recorded the latest and freshest
recollectivns of Casiellanos, was used by Bishop Piedrahita for his history,
and has since disappeared. He found the original with Comscjero Prade,
and refers to '*las otras tres paries impressas.” Hist, Cony. Granada, prelace.
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The three published parts are divided into clegies, culogies, and histoties,
according to the theme, though Castellanos evidently sirctclies a point to
obtain so many subjects nunder the first heading, inscribing thein, as a rule,
‘to the death’ of some noted captain.  The subdivision forms oetave stanzas
of the ltalian form, undecasyllabic triple mwasare, in femiuine rhyme, of
triple alternating lines, with = fipishing couplet, Toward the end a continu-
ous and chicily blauk verse is used. The facility for versification in Spanish
can hardly find a better illustration than these sastaived triplets of double
rhyroe, which reflect no small eredit on Castellanos’ paticnee and power of
expression. The wsual faults of writers of his age are, of course, to be
found; incredulity, pedantry, and contradiction, chiefly due to the readiness
with which he accepted statements from ehironiclers and from participants in
the events rcluted. His own versions may, Mufioz’ slurs notwithstanding,
be regarded as faithful recitals, so far, at least, as memory and military
ardor permitied, while overywhere are to be found clear, vivid descriptions
of battles, scenes, and people.

An ambition with the inonks and nissionarics who assisted to dovelop the
conguest was to become chroniclers of geneval history, of expeditions, or of
provinees, and as brethren of the hood abounded narratives were uwrerous
enough to form the most perfeet record of events that eould Le dosived; but
the deplorable fact remains that so few have been preserved, in priut or inanu-
seript.  New Granada, which includes the southern part of the Isthmus, was
long without a public chironicle. The eancueror @Quesada had preparcd one,
and Medrano had left a history just begun, which Agnade completed in
two volumes, but necither saw tho light, and Castellonos’ poetical record
was published only in part. They existed in manuscript, however, and with
them for guide, Pedro Simon was encouraged to undertzke the task anew.
Born at La Parilla in 1574 he had carly joined the Francisean order, aud came
to New (lranpda 30 years later as tcacher and missionary, rising in 1628 to
the office of provincial.  The same year he Legan the Listory for whicl he had
during several yeara been gatheringnaterial aud experience.  Three stont folio
volumes were speedily completed, ench divided into seven historiales; btmt of
these only the Primera Parie de lus Noticias Mstorinles de las Congnistas de
tierra firme, Cucnea, 1627, relating 1o Veoezuels, came to be published; the
other two, on Santa Marta, and en the region adjoining Darien, remaining in
tnanuscript at Bogotd, whence 3ufioz obtained a copy for the Madrid Aca-
demy. The published volume opens with a dissertation on geographie knowl-
edpe among the ancients, and on the origin of the Indians, and proceeds with
the discovery and naming of America. The Isthmus reecives at first consid-
erable nttention, as one of the carliest explored portions, but soon the narra-
tive concentrates upon the conquest and settlement of Venezuela, devoling a
considerable space to the custom and condition of the natives, bul entering
very little upon religions affairs. The work is decidedly the most important
history of the provinee for the sixteenth century, and the failure to publish
that of the other provineeas is highly to be regretted. The simple, verbose
style is that common to the convent chronielers of the period, and the only
perions fault is in giving too ready credence to stalements.

Simon’s non-sncceas with the printer gave the rank of leading histerian of
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the province to Bishop Lucas Fernandez Piedrahita, who wrote 50 years later,
A creole of Bogotd by birth, hia whole carcer as priest and prelate is bound
up with his native coyntry. While yet a student he gave evidenee of g )it
erary taste by writing comedies, of which ne traces renuin however, Hig
ability procured rapid advancement in the churel.  While governar of the
archidiocese, till 1661, he incurred the enmity of a visitador and was obliged
to appear in Spain for trial, but passed the avdeal, and veceived in compen-
sation the bishopric of Santa Marta. It was while waiting the slow progress
of the trial that he found time to write the /listoria General delas Conguistas
del Nvevo Reyno de Granada, 1683, In 1676 he was promoted to the seo of
Panam4, where he died, 1058, at an age of over 70 years, vevered for lis
extreme benevolence and sanctity. In the preface to the volwme, just then
passing through the press, Piedrahita admits that it is merely a reproduction
of Quesada’s Compendio, and of the fourth part of Castellonos’ Eleyias, both
now lost, and thetext shows indeed but little of the research, speculation, and
variety manifest in Simon, whom he excels however in beanty and elear-
ness of style, e confines himself more to the special history of New
Granada than Simon, and instead of learned dissertations on America in
general, he devotes the first twoof the 12 books to an account of native customs
and ancient history. He then takes up the conquest and settlement of the
provinees in question and carries the history to )J563. The first title is bor-
dered with cuts of Indian battle acenes, and the portraits of seven leading
kings and caciques, while that of the first libro has 12 minor chiefs in medal-
lions, The title-page of the third libro, again, which begins the conguest,
bears the likenesses of 12 Spanish captains. At the close of the work is
promised a continuation, hut this never appeared.

A mpdern publication covering the same field and period as the preceding is
Joaquin Acosta’s Compendio FHistdrico del Descubrimiento y Colonizaeion dela
Nueve (Franada en el siglo decimo sexto. Paris, 1843, Lacking in eritique it
nevertheless fills the want of a popular chronologie review, and exhibits con-
siderable labor.  Acosta was an officer of engineers in the Colombian service
who had taken an active part in scientific investigations, and written several
archeoclogic essays,
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Tnoos far in North America we have followed the
Spaniards in their pacification and settlement of Cas-
tilla del Oro, Nicaragua, and Honduras. Between
these territories is sitnated the province of Veragua,
subsequently called Nueva Cartago. Though rich in
metals and near to Darien, such was the indomitable
fierceness of the natives, and the ruggedness and ster-
ility of the country, that this, the spot on Tierra Firme
where the first attempt at settlement was made, was
the last province of Central America that became
subject to Furopean domination. The New World
was informed by the council of the Indies, in 1514,
that permission was granted by the crown to Bartolomé
Colon to plant & settlement upon the coast of Vera-
gua, if he were so inclined. ut this recognition of
the eminent services of the adelantado in that quarter
came too late, as he was then prostrated by an illness
from which he never recovered.

In 1526 the admiral Diego Colon died in Spain,

{63}
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and was succceded by his son Luls in those hereditary
rights which had been granted by Ferdinand and Isa-
bella to the first admiral. In 1538, being then eightcen
years of age, Luis Colon brought suit before the
tribunal of the Indies to establish his right to hig
father’s titles and dignities unjustly withheld by the
emperor.  Woaried with the interminable litigation
received as an inheritance from his {ather and grand-
sire, Luis abandoned, in 1540, all claims to the vice.
royalty of the Indies, receiving thercfor the title of
duke of Voragua and marquis of Jamaica.! Not
long after Don Luis died, leaving two daughters and
an 1llegitimate son. From this time the lineal de-
sccndants of the great admiral were denominated
dukes of Veragua, and after passing through several
gencalogical stoges, the honors and cmoluments of
Columbus fell to the Portugucse house of Braganza,
a branch of which was established in Spain. The
heirs of this house are entitled De Portugallo, Colon,
duke de Veragua, marqués de la Jamaica, y almirante
de las Indias.

Maria de Toledo, vice-queen of the Indies and
mother of the young admiral Luis Colon, after the
death of her husband, Diego Colon, demanded from
the royal audiencia of Espaficla a license to colonize
the province of Veragua? The audiencia referred
the application to the emperor who ordered that the
matter be held in abeyance until after the arbitration
of the claim of Luis then pending before the crown.
But the high-spirited vice-queen would not brook the
delay. The right of her son to govern that land was
beyond question; it was his by inheritance from his
grandfather, confirmed by royal decree to his father.

1¥ Chripatébal Colom, declard 4 este nlmirante, sz mieto, por duque de
Veragua y marqués de la isla de Sanctiago, alias Jamédyca, & alinirante per-
pétuo destas Indias, ¢ le Lizo mer¢ed de lo uno y de lo otro por titulo de
mayorazge, ¢ con cllo la congedid otras mergedes,’ Oviedo, ii. 4989, See
also Charlevoin, Iist. San Domingo, i. 447,

?In Herrera, dec. iv, lib. ii. cap. vi., it is stated that the vireina asked
permission of the Conscjo de Indias to arm vessels for the purpose of subjn:

gating the natives, lnt that her request was refused because the fisco had
not as yot decided the guestion of privilege.
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But the Lady Maria lacked funds for the enter-
prise, and to enlist men and equip an armada without
the royal sanction and without money was impossible.
The mother, however, was equal to the emergency.
Among the ecclesiastics of Santo Domingo who, as
they avowed for the glory of God and the promulga-
tion of the true faith had left the cloisters of Spain
and ewmbarked in a mission to the New World, was
one Juan de Sosa. “I knew him,” says Oviedo, “scv-
eral years ago, when he was a poor man in Tierra
Firme.” But being more solicitous for gold than for
souls, he went te %eru and after serving under Pi-
zarro came in for a share at the distribution of the
gold at Caxamaleo, recciving as his portion the then
enormous sum of ten thousand castellanos. Thence
the worthy priest returned to Spain, and settled in
Seville, where he resolved to spend the remainder of
hig life in ease and luxury. But alas for constancy
of purpose in cavalier or clérigo when women and
cupidity unite to undermine his resolvel The vice-
queen soon gained for herself the sympathy of the
wealthy ecclesiastic, and for her enterprise his money
and codperation. He -advanced the necessary funds,
and though prevented by the character of his calling
from taking control of the cxpedition, he sailed with
the fleet, which was placed under the command of
a wealthy and honorable young man named Felipe
Gutierrez,® son of the treasurer Alonso Guticrrez.
The chief captain of the expedition under Grutierrez
was one Pedro de Encinasola who had resided in
Tierra Firme for about two years. “And whom,” says
Oviedo, “ I also knew, for he had grown rich by keep-
ing a publid house half way between Nombre de Dios
and Panami.” With a fine squadron* manned by

® ¢ Felipe Gutiorrez obtuve concesion en 1535, para conquistar la provineia
de Veragua.' Carla, In Pachsco and Ciérdenas, Col. Dac., 1ii. 204. Notas
Biogrdficas, in Cartas de frudics, 771, it is stated that after beingin the ser-
vice of Charlea 'V, he wag granted the right to make the congquest of & tract
of territory extending from Castilla del Oro to Cape Gracias & Dioa.
+{onsisting of four navios and one galleon.
HisT. CENT. AX,, Vor. 1L, &
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four hundred well armed men, Gubierrez cuibarked
from Santo Domingo in Seplember 1535.° The pilot,
whose name was liaflo, held a southerly course, and
on approaching Tierra Firme turned to the westward
and passed by Veragua without recogmzimg the coast.
Continning their search along Iowduras, the vessels
sajled around Cape Gracias 4 Dios and proceeded
westward as far as Puanta de Caxinas,

At length the pilot became aware that he was out
of Lis coursc. The ships were put about, but soon
encountered a heavy gale, during which they became
separated. The fleet, once more united off the island
of Escudo, cast anchor near the spot where Diego
de Nicuesa suffered shipwreck., Guticrrez sent a
boat’s crew to rcconnoitre. They returned in cight
days, bringing hammocks, carthen pots, and other
utensils. The exploring party afirmed that accord-
ing to their belief the land was Veragua, but the
pilot Liafio insisted that they had not yet reached
that province. Amother party went in boats to the
Cerebaro Islands, where meeting an Indian they in-
quired by signs the direction toward Veragua. He
pointed toward the west, thus indicating that they had
again sailed past the ill-fated coast. The pilot treated
the assertion of the Indian with contempt. In good
Castilian he swore that the savage wag a liar, and
insisted on continuing an easterly course. Arriving
of Nombre de Dios he confessed his error, and
acknowledged that they had left Veragua far behind.
Turning again toward the west they at length discov-
ered a large river, which some said was the Delen;
others declared it to be a stream west of the Bolen!
At the mouth of this river was a small igland where
Grutierrez disembarked his men, built some huts, and

STelipe Gutie_rrez set out in 1535, though some authorities make it 1553
The former date is probably correct, for in a Ietter addressed to the empeidr
in 1534 Andagoyg. stutes that he has been advised of his Majesty’s orders to
the governor of Veragua to recruit men in Papam4, and begs him to recot-
sider his command. Asdagoya, Carla al Rey, Oct. 22, 1534,

, "This stream was the river Concepeion, sbout two leagucs west of the
river Veragua and four leagues west of the Belen.
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landed the greater portion of the cargo. On the
mainland adjacent a favorable site for a town was
gelected and men were sent to clear away the dense
forest and build houses, A large and coumfortable
log cabin was erected for the govornor, aud this was
soon followed by storehouses and dwellings for ihe
men.

A serics of disasters followed this third attempt to
plant a settlement upon the coast of Veragua, similar
to those which had attended Columbus and Nicuesa.
The goods of the colomsts were damaged by heavy
storms; the sudden swelling of the streams carried
away their houses, drowning some of the men; and
the cultivation of the svil was provented hy frequent
inundations. Their supply of provisions grew daily
less; the men, unaceustomed to the climate, sickened
and dicd, and soon the four hundred were reduced fo
two hundred and eighty. To add to their distresses
the Spaniards drank copiously from a poisonous spring,
before becoming aware of the deadly nature of its
waters; in consequence of which their lips became
swollen, their gums diseased, and the effect proved
fatal in many instances.

The colonists felt greatly the necessity of an in-
terpreter, and the clérigo Juan de Sosa with one of
the vessels coasted as far as Nombre de Dios in search
of one, but returned unsuccessful. Felipe Gutierrez
named the town which he had built Concepcion, “but
from the sufferings of the people,” says Oviedo, “ better
to have called it Aflicien.”” It soon became evident
that to remain in that locality was death to all con-
cerned, and Gutierrez determined to remove to some
more favorable spot farther from the marshy low-
lands of the coast. Foraging expeditions werc sent
out in several directions for the double purpose of
securing food and examining the country.

. Teh aquells, poblacion mandé llamar el gobernador Felipe Gutierrez 1a
cibded de la Coneepeion, ¥ tambien la pudiera Namar de la aflicion, porque
€l ¥ todos tenian trabaxo extremado.” Oviedo, ii. 483-4.
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In one of these excursions the Spaniards encoun.
tered a cacique named Dururua who received them
courteously, and entertaincd them, after lhs rude
fashion, with bountcous hospitality. Dut the follow.
ers of Felipe Gutierrez proved no exception to the
rile In therr treatment of the natives.  One of two
ovils was open to the heathen, either to submit and
suffer wrong and robbery, or to resist and be slm
or enslaved,  Dururua placed at the disposal of the
Spaniards his entire wealth, but even this was insuff-
cient to satisty their eapidity. Alter lis resources
were exhausted their demands did not cease, but lheap-
ing up the wmeasure of their iniquity they invaded the
homes of the natives, compelled them to search for
gold, and after infamously burning their cornfields
returned to the settlement. Open lostilitics having
broken out, the governor sent against Dururna a foree
of one hundred and fifty men under Alonso de Pisa
who captured the chief with many of his followers.
The Spaniards demanded gold.  Dururua answered
that if they would give him liberty Lie would bring
them four baskets of gold cach containing 2,000 pesos.
The cacigue however was held a prisoner, while an Ind-
1an was sent under his direction to bring in the treas
urc. At the expiration of four days the messenger
rcturned empty-handed. Others were despatehed on
the sate errand, but all returned unsuceessful.  The
wily Dururua affected great indignation against his
followers. He called them traitors, and requested that
he might be allowed to go himsell upon the mission,
bound and attended, when he would not only make
good his word respecting the gold, but seeure to the
Spaniards the friendship and serviee of all Lis people

In chains and guarded by a band of thirty men

® An expedition must he fitted out.  The governor being sick delegated the
command to his li=ntevant Alonse de Tisa, who was to be accompanied b
the pricst Juan de 8osa.  This latter knew that Pisa was not 2 favorite with
the men, and the cléirigo was ambitious to represent the churelt militant 3
general of the expedition; but Governor (tutiervez reproved him severeld
stating that it was unseemly for o priest to carry arnms.  Blany profaue wond
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Dururua sct forth to reveal the hiding-place of the
treasure, and after a five days’ march arrived at an
abandoned vnillage, where he directed the Spaniards to
dig in a certuin spot. The directions of the chief
were followed, but only about half an cunce of gold
was found. Iincinasola, who had the matter in charge,
then struck the cacique in the face, calling him dog,
impostor, and other vile epithets.  Dururna solemnly
affirmed that he had left there a large store and that
his people must have removed it on their departure
from the village. He begged for once more trial, and
Enetnasola, blinded by cupidity, gave his assent.

All this while the shrewd cacique had not been
idle. Each messenger had been despatchicd upon a
misston to a certain quarter of his dominion to rally
forces for his rescue, and an attack, which had been
planned for the very night when the last attempt to
find the gold was to be made, was carried into exceu-
tion. The Spantards were surrounded by a force of
six hundred hostile Indians, their camp burned, cight
of thelr number killed, and in the confusion wiich
followed the chicf was rescned. The natives then dis-
appeared from the vicinity, removing all provisions
and leaving behind a wasted country.

On their march homeward many of the survivors
died of starvation. Some dropped by the way-side
and were left to perish; others, notwithstanding the
horror with which the act was regarded by their
countrymen, fed upon the bodies of the Indians,
One Diego Lopez Ddvalos in a fit of choler drow his
sword and slew a native servant. Two Spaniards
who were following at somc distance behind, on
coming up to the body, cut off some portions which
they cooked for their supper, their companions also
Fartaking of the loathsome repast. On the day fol-
owing another native was killed for food, and it is

were interchanged, the Spanish lanpuage being remarkably rich in such
vocabulary. Sosa pained his point. and reecived the appeintment, Diego de
Pisa, brother of Alonse, acting ss his Hentenant, OQuieds, ii. 464-9.
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rclated that even one of their own countrymen was
slaughtered and devoured.®

‘When the survivors arrived at Concepcion and pre-
sented themselves before the governor, but nine ema-
ciated and haggard wretches could be counted, and
these must ever be regarded as intamous from having
so preserved their lives. The governor on being
informed of their conduct placed every man of them
except the informer under arrest, and tried and con-
demned them all. Two who were considered wost
culpable were burned. The others werc branded
with a hot lron in the face with the letter C, this
being the 1nitial of his Cmsarcan majesty’s name, and
the mark uscd in branding crimimals doomed to per-
petual slavery 1n his service.

Thus we see In every attempt made by the Span-
1ards upon the coast of Veragna only a series of
horrors, cach fresh trial proving more calamitous
if possible than the one preceding.  Yet further the
company of Felipe Grutierrez diminished. Opprossed
by famine, forty at length revolted and set out for
Nombre de Dios, the greater part of them perishing
by the way. The governor finding it necessary to
give employment to those who rcemained or else to
abandon the settlement, sent Pedro de Encinasola
with a few men eastward in search of food. Fortu-
nately they found several ficlds of maize which had
ot yet been destroyed, and hearing of a great quan-
tity of gold in that vicinity, started in quest of it.
As soon -as their hunger was appeased they sent 2
messenger to notify the governor of the proposed
cxcursion. As life was more cndurable while pillag-
Ing the natives, the governor and the remainder of
the men also sallied In quest of adventure, They
passed through several villages, but the inhabitants
fled at their approach. Following an Indian guide,
they arrived on the fourth day at a certain high hill

¥ “Huno algunos que mataron vn Christano enfermo, y se le comieron.’ Her-
rera, dec. v. lib. ix. cap. xi,
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where thoy had becn told were situated mines of sur-
passing richness. On reaching the spot they were
informed that by digging in a certain place an abun-
dance of gold could be gathered.  The Spauniards did
as directed, but found only a fow nuegoets, and turn-
mg fiercely upon the guide, accused hin of trifling
with them or of treachery, The poor savage totally
at a loss whither to turn for reliel, at length sprang
upon & rock which overhung the hrow of a precipice,
thirew himself headlong into the chiasm, and thus ter-
minated his miserable existence,

Meanwhile the famishing soldiers under Encinasola,
despairing of life if they remained longer In {hat
country, broke their ranks, many of thew strageling
off to Nombre de 1Dios. The governor determined
to make one more attempt to relieve his people. He
accordingly despatched Iather Juan de Sosa and the
alealde Sanabria with six soldiers, {our negroes, and
two natives for Nombre de Dios, to abtain recruits and
supplies. In three days this party reached the river
Belen, and then, unable to cross, followed 1ts course
southward, cutting their way through thickets and
struggling throngh morasses until after cleven days
they succceded in reaching the opposite bank. Con-
tinuing their journey they encountered along their
pathway the dead bodies of their former companions
who had perished while attempting to reach Nombre
de Dios. A little stale food which had been washed
ashore from some wreck or distressed ship saved them
from starvation. At length they came upon the rem-
nant of those who had deserted from Concepcion, now
reduced to twenty-five men, and these gaunt, haggard,
and naked as the natives. Their progress was barred
by hostile bands, and themselves reduced to the last
extremity. Unable to procced farther, they fortified
themsclves from the attacks of the natives as best
they were able, and awaited the development of events.

Meanwhile the sufferings of the Spaniards at
Veragua, i possible, increased. “T was informed by
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Marcos de Sanabria, one of the survivors,” says
Oviedo, “that the mortality at Veragua was at one
time so great that dead bodies lay unburied within
and around the huts, and that the stench arising from
putrefaction was intolerable” Ile relates of one
Diego de Campo, a native of Toledo, who seized with
illness became convinced that death was near and
that soon his own corpse would be added to those
which lay strewn before him rotting in the sun, that he
determined, if possible, to escape that horror. Wrap-
ping himself in a cloak, he resorted to a spot where a
grave had been prepared for another of those who
were to die, and stretching himself within it soon
breathed his last. Not long afterward the owner of the
grave, being obliged himself to seek his last resting-
place, found there another; but leaving the occupant
undisturbed, he directed that his own body should be
placed in the same grave, and thus the two found barial

Failing of relief from any quarter, and receiving no
tidings trom Father de Sosa and his companions,
Gutierrcz was at last obliged to abandon the coast
of Veragua. This of all others appeared the most
difficult act for s Spaniard of those days to perform;
he could die with less regret than he could give up
a favorite enterprise. Taking ship for Nombre de
Dios, he there obtained some intimation of the where-
abouts and condition of Father de Sosa and the
rembant of the Veragua colonists. A vessel was im-
mediately sent to their relief with a supply of food
and other necessaries which were contributed by the
people of Nombre de Dios. The survivors, twenty-
seven in number, were thus rescued, and the govern-
ment of Felipe Gutierrez in the provinee of Veragna
was at an end.® He crossed over to Panamd, and

18 In Herrera, dec. v. Hb. ix. cap. xi., there iz a severe and somewhat, unjust
strictura on the conduct of Gutierrez, He saya that when the eufferings of
the party became intolerable, their leader, being too cownrdiy to risk a final
and desperate effort, deserted hia men, thua Ior%eiting ki former good name,

and embarked aecretlg with a few friends for Nombre de Dios; but it does not

appear what he would have gained by attempting any further enterprise with
o remaeut of his starviag E:ﬁi pring any :
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shortly afterward cmbarked for Peru, where he was
made governor by Gonzalo Pizarro, but subsequently
quarrelling with that ferocious adventurer, he was
beheaded, The worthy Father Juan de Sosa in deep
disgust also turned his face towards Peru, vowing
that if ever he again foll lieir to the spoils of an
inca, his wealth should not be squandered. in ambi-
tious schemes of colonization.



CHAPTER 1IV.

THE CAKCHIQUELS AGAIN IN REVOLT,
1525-1526.

Arvarapo SETs Fonrm To Hoxponras 1o Jorw CorTEs—Metiny AMOre i
MEX—GoNZAL0 DE ALVARADO ATPOINTED LIETTENANT-OOVERNOR-—HIZ
Merrivg WITH MARIV axp srs Parrv—Tue Spcoxn Revolr oF Tie
CakCuIQUELS—G0NZALO TUE CAUSE or THE LINsTERFCTION. -MASSACKE
OF THE SrPasTarus—ALVARADO RETURNS To Guatexnata—HE Carrores
ros PefoL oF XanraTlagva —He MARCHES 0X ParixaniT—H1s RETURY
10 Mexico—His Merrixe witn CoRTEs.

It will be remembered that of ail the native tribes
of Gmatemala the Cakchiquels offered the stoutest re-
sistance to the forces of Pedro de Alvarado. When
the Spaniards took possession of Patinamit they pre-
ferrcd to abandon their capital rather than submit to
the domination of the conqueror.! Sinacam, their
chief, was still uncaptured, having taken refuge in the
mountain fastnesses of Comalapa, and it may safely
be concluded that he never ceased from his efforts to
harass the Spaniards. The unsettled condition of
affairs at this period may be inferred from the fact
that there is no record of any session of the cabildo
from May 6, 1525, to October 4th of the same year?
The numbers of the colonists were, however, being
continually reénforced. The trouble which occurred
in Mexico during the absence of Cortés, caused many
of the settlers in Andhuac to turn their faces toward

v Hist, Cent. Am., 1. 683 et geq., this series.

% At the former of the above.named sessions, & fresh eurolment of citizens
took place, and it is worthy of note that Alvarado first became one himsclf on
that date, as ‘el Sr Capitan General’ heads the list which containg more

than forty names. Remesal erroneously gives August 23, 1526, as the date of
the enrolment. Hist. Chyapa, 8, 78 Sush =S, o
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Guatemala, while those newly arrived from Spain or
the West Indies also joined the followers of Alva-
rado, who now considering that his hold upon the
country was secure, informed the municipality of San-
tiago that he intended to depart at once for Mexico.

Reports had rcached Guaterala of the death of
Cortés in IHonduras, and if this were true he had lost
a powerful patron and friend, and must needs hasten
back to protect his own intercsts. His purposc was
to proceed afterward to Spain und report his services
to his sovercign from whom he hoped to obtain
recognition and reward.’

Moreover, his brother Jorge and many other Span-
iards of the Cortés party had secretly informed him
of the usurpation by the factor Salazar of the gov-
ernorship of Mexico, urging him not to absent him-
seif longer, and promising to establish him as governor
in place of the former, until positive information
should be received whether Cortés were alive or dead.
The chance that the mantle of his great master might
perhaps fall upon his own shoulders, made him anx-
1ous not to miss this opportunity, and he lost no time
in beginning the journey. But it was already re-
ported in Mexico that he would arrive there before
long, and he had procceded but a short distance when
he received an intimation from the factor that he had
better approach no further. If, however, he preferred
to revisit the capital, Salazar informed him that he
would gladly meet him on the way, and have the
satisfaction of putting him to death. He soon after-
ward learned that this was no idle threat, for a force
of fifty horse and seventy foot had already been de-
spatched against him, and he could not for a moment
expect that the small band of soldiers which the col-
onlsts had been able to spare him as an escort should
be able to compete with these troops. Venturesome

¥ Remesal makes a sly allusion to his vanity. ‘Le pareeio al Capitan
Pedro de Alusrado boluer a la cindad de Mexico, a ver, y que le viessen,’ and

o
" [+

&dds that at this time, though not so quick and active o8 fornlerl"“{“,\.‘ﬁe"'l_lgd ar

fine appearance and a handsome countenance. Hist. Chyapa, 7.

W
Th
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as he was, Alvarado was not the onc to encounter
almost ccrtain death, and though sorcly mortified he
was compelled to retrace his steps.

About the close of 1525 he was informed of the
safety of Cortés, and reccived from him despatches
with instructions to join him in Honduras with all
his available forces. At that time, it will be remem-
bered, the latter proposed to return to Mexico by
way of Guatemala, but afterward resolved to make
the journey by sea, landing at Vera Cruz in May
1526.4 Alvarado at once prepared to obey his orders,
but his purpose was resolutely opposed by the col-
onists. Municipal and military officers, citizens and
common soldiers all alike objected to his cutering
upon a campaign which would strip the province of
most of its defenders. Kven his own brothers en-
deavored to dissuade him. But remonstrance was of
no avail. The alcaldes and regidores he addressed
in intemperate and abusive language,® while to his
brothers he hotly exclaimed: “Offer me no advice; all
I possess was given me by Hernan Cortés, and with
him will I die.”® Discontent was, however, widely
spread, and Alvarado’s personal safety appears to have
becn in danger, for the cabildo requested him to caroll
a body-guard for his own protection, as the stability
of the colonies would be endangered should any harm
happen to him.”

With great difficulty the adelantado levied troops
for his expedition. His men were discontented, and
utterly averse to engage in an enterprise which

+ Hist, Cent. Am., 1. 581-2, this series.

*In the charges subsequently brought againet Alvarado it was alleged that
he had deposed the officers of the cabildo on account of their opposition. To
this he replied that he had merely appointed & new cabildo at the beginning
?thth yegr, according to the usual custom, Ramirez, Process contra Alvarado,

) ; 3 83.

¢ Ramirez, Proceso contre Alvarado, 12

V drévelo, Actas Ayunt. Gueat., 15, 17. Bemesal is of opinion that Alva-
radohimeelf petitioned for a body-guard to go with him to Mexico; but a more

robalile e)cp{)a.nation of the matter is that the politiml disturbances in Mexico
ad extended to Guatemala, and that seditious movements were on foob.
Consult Ramirez, Proceso contra Alvarado, 83; and Remesal, Hist. Chyapa, 7.
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offered no prospect of gain, but was certain to be
attended with hardship and risk of life.  When he
was on the point of sctting fortly, fifty or sixty of
them mutinied, and setting fire to the city by night®
made their escape while the remainder of the soldiers
were engaged 1n preventing the conflagration from
spreading. It was a godless and ruffian band, that
which issued forth from Patinamit under the veil of
might and shrouded by the smoke of thie burning city.
Bofore their departure they stripped the chapel of
all its ornaments and jewelry, and forcibly compelled
the priest to accompany them. Tuking the road to
Socunusco they sacked the villages whicl lay on their
route, and on their arrival in that provinee, consider-
ing themselves safe from pursuit, displayed their
hatred of Alvarado by holding a mock trial and
hanging in cffigy their commander and those who
had remained faithful to Lim. Then they passed on
to Mexico plundering and destroying on their way.

Notwithstanding this defection, the adclantado soon -
afterward set forth to join Cortés,” leaving his brother
Gonzalo to take command during his absence.  Of his
Jjourney, which was probably an uneventful one, few
incidents are narrated. He passed through the prov-
inces of Cuzeatlan and Chaparristic, and entered
Choluteca in Honduras, where, at a place called
Choluteca Malalaca, as narrated by Bernal Iiaz,™ he

& Alvarado ecalls this city the ‘eity of Santiago,” and alse the ‘city of
(Guatemala,” drévalo, defas Adyunt. Guatemaln, 102, by which expressions it
mugt be understood to have been Patinamit. Brasseur de Lourbourg, ot the
aunthority of the Cakchiquel manuscript, states that Alvarade mustered his
forces at Xapan, and that at the moment of comumencing his march one half
of lis men mutined and fled to Patinamit; whereupon Alvarado pursued them,
and the two parties nearly came to blows at the latter place, He found
means, however, to pacify them, but in the night the mutineers zet fire to tha
city and escaped, the date being May 9, 1520, J/ist, Nat. Céw,, iv,, 686,

?No two authorities rgree as to the time of his departure. Vazquez stntes
that he left in the month of January 1526, Chronice de Goat., 69, and Juarros
in February, Quat. (ed. Leonden, 1823), 433; while Brasscur de Bourbourg
gives the 10th of May as the date. Remesal altogether ignoves Alvarado's
expedition to Honduras, and states that he remained in Santiago until he re-
ceived news of the arrival of Cortéaat Vera Cruz, whereupon he again bronght
forward the question of hia own depurture for Mexico. Jfist, Chyrpa, 8,

W fesl. Verdad., 220. The position of this town may have been in the
neighborhood of the present Tegueigalpa. There is an affiuent of the Cliolu-
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heard for the first time of the return of Cortés tg
Mexico.

Tt has already been mentioned that in 1525 the
settlement of Natividad de Nuestra Scriora was aban-
doned on account of the unhealthiness of its site and
the refusal of the natives to furnish provisions, and
that Cortés granted permission to the Spaniards
to remove to Naco.' Captain Luis Marin left in
charge of the latter colony, after remaining for some
time in doubt as to the fate of Lis commander, de-
spatched thence a small band of horsemen to Trujillo
to asccrtain whether he yet survived, and, if that
were so, to gather information as to his intended
movements.”? Bernal Diaz, who was one of the troop,
relates that on reaching the Olancho Valley they
learned that Cortés had already embarked from Tru-
o, leaving Saavedra in command. Marin’s brief
sojourn in Honduras had already made him impaticent
to return to Mexico,” and he at once decided to re-
turn to that province by way of Guatemala. Thus
it chanced that at Chioluteca Malalaca, his party met
with Alvarado, who expressed uphounded delight on
hearing of the safety of his old comrade in arms, and
felt much inward satisfaction that now his superior
could not interfere with his own schemes of congquest
and aggrandizement.

The lieutenant-general then commenced his home-
ward march, accompanied by Marin and about eighty
of the colonists of Naco. Returning through the
territory at present known as the province of San
Miguel, they arrived at the Rio Lempa at a scason of
the year when the current was so greatly swollen by

teca River which brars the name of Malalaja, and the similarity of names lead?
to the conjesture that Alvarado reached the neighborhood of Te cigalpa a8
the Malalajs flows into the main stream just above that town. Brasseur de
Bourbourg calls the town Malacatan,

1 ffist. Cent. Am., i 571, this geries, ’

" Both Sandoval and Cortés had written to Marin, but neither letler
reached its destination. Rernal Diaz, Hist. Verded., 219.

" <Y acuerdome que tiramos piedras a Ia tierra que dexauamos attas, ¥
.con ¢l ayuda de Dios jremos s Mexico.’ Bernal Diaz, Hist. Verdad., 219,
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the rains that to ford it was impossible. TIn this
emergeney they felled a huge ceiba-tree, out of which,
with infimte labor, they fashioned an immense canoe,™
and after toiling for five days, drenched with rain and
ravenous with hunger, thus made good their crossing.
They had now entered the province of Cuzceatlan,™

where Alvarado found that during his delay in Cho-
lutcea the whole country had risen in rebellion.
Several battles were fought, all resulting favorably to
the Spaniards, and on the 6th of August 1526, after
a final and desperate conflict, the Indians were routed
with terrible carnage and soon afterward tendered
their submission.”® The Spaniards then continued
their journcy by forced marches and rcached Guate-
mala without further adventure.  As they drew near
to Jalpataqual they were met with the unwelcome
tidings of the revolt of the Cakchiquels and other
native nations.

During the absence of Pedro de Alvarado in Hon-

duras, his brother Gonzalo, left in charge as his lieu-

tenant, had made good use of the opportunity to
enrich himself, imposing excessive tribute and regard-

14<E era de tal gordor, g dél se hizo vna canoa, que en estas partes otra
mayoer no 1o avia visto.” Bernel Dinz, Hist, Verdad., 220, The ceiba is the
wild cotton-tree end grows to an enormous size,

15 Bernal Diaz’ memory has here failed him, He states that after crossing
the Lempa they cntered the Chapurristic—ecalled by him Chapanastiques—
province, and that here the Indians killed a Spaniard ramed Nicuesa, and
wounded throe others of his party who weve foraging for provisions, The
Spaniards had passed through the Chapurristic provinee when they had
reached the Lemnpa, and therefore it was either in Cuzcatlan that Nicucsa was
killed, or the river which Alvaredo’s men crossed must have been the (Goas-
coran, :

18 Fuentes y Guamon, Recordacion Flovida, MS., 22; Juarros, Guad,, ii.
98-7, id. i, 23, 233. The official gazette of Salvador erroneously gives Aug.
6, 1523, as the date of suhmission, and states that the concpuest is yearly com-
memorated, Salvador, Gac. Offic., 4 Die. 1877, p. 1123, It will be remembered
that Alvarado in his first campaign in Salvador did nat sneceed in reducing
the provinee of Cuzeatlan to allegiance. Ile, however, formed the defermi-
nation of returning to complets its subjngation. There is evidence that this
was accomplished previovsly to May 1523, Consult Ardealo, Actas dyunt.
Guat., 12, 13, and Ramirez, }-:"roceso contra Afvarade, 105-6.

1T About ten miles from the river Paz in (Fuatemala territory.

8 Fugntes y Gueman, Recorducion Flovida, MS., 22, *Los Espaﬁolcs, que
estabun en Olintepeque de Quetzalterango no havian tenido mode de dar aviso
f los de Honduras.' Vazquez, Chronica de Grat., 71,
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ing neither age nor condition in his inordinate eravin
for wealth. To him must be attributed the great anﬁ
general uprising of the natives which oceurred at this
time.®  THis crowning act of oppression was to com-
pel a large number of Indian boys to work in certain
gold-washings near Patinamit,” requiring of them to
procure dally a certain quantity of the prectous metal®
For a fow weeks the amount was punctually furnished,
but on account of the tender age of the children, who
were but from nine to twelve years old, the measure
fell short, whereupon (Gonzalo insisted that the defi-
ciency should be made up by contribution, and threat-
ened the natives with death, exclaiming with angry
gesticulations: * Think not that I have come to this
coast to dwell among a pack of hounds for any other
purpose than to gather gold to take with me to Spain.”
This outrageous demand was also complied with, but
the bitter hate of their oppressors, which had long
smouldered in the hearts of the natives, was now about
to break forth into a flame.

A mong the nations of Central America the name of
the supreme being was represented by a word that
signifies  deceiver,” or in the Cakchiquel language
‘demon.’® In time of need or peril this personage
appeared to them, as Oviedo and Vazquez would bave
us helieve, and until the Christian Spaniard made firm
bis {footing in the land was consulted and obeyed in all

* Fuentes states that it was either Pedro de Alvarade or the ordinary
alcaldes to whom the disturbance was to be attributed. Recordavion Florida,
MS., 20, Escamilla is of opinion that the lieutenant, Jorge de Alvarado,
was the one to blame, Sucesion Chronologica., 12, while the former anthor
remarks that Jorge was in Mexico at the time, and was confounded with Goz-
zalo. He also states that the latter was ordinary alealde, but this was not
the case, for ag may be scen in Arévalo, Actas dyuni, Guat., 16, 17, the
alcaldes were Diego Becerra and Baltasar de Mendoza.

1 Vazguez says 400 girls and as many boys, Chronica de Guat., 69,  Fuen-
tes y Guzman, 200 boys, Becordacion Florida, MS,, 21, The gold-washings
were those of Chalibal and Punakil, the former word meaning, according to
Vm}vez, ¢ the waghing-place,’ and the latter,  plateado 8 dorado.’

% One castellane of tequio according to Fuentes, Vo cagutillo de oro
lavado del tamafio de! dedo menique,’ according to Vazquez, fd.

9 Tn the native dialect * Caxtok.’
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important matters. “ Why wait you?” he exclaimed,
as he now bid his votaries strike once morc for free-
dom. “Tonatiuh has gone to Castile, and the strangers
are few. What fear you? I am the thunderbolt and
will make them dust and ashes. Both then: and you
will I destroy if you prove cowards. Live not as
slaves, nor abandon the laws of your forefathers; con-
volte the nation and terminate your woes.” The appeal
was not in vamn. From Chaparrastic to Olintepec,
a distance of onc hundred and thirty-nine leagues,
the Indans rose in revolt.®  An army of thirty thou-
sand warriors was quickly and secretly raised, and
the Spaniards now scattered among the different set-
tlements were taken completely by surprise. The
confederated tribes divided their forces into two
divisions, one of which oceupied the mountain passes
near Pctapa for the purpose of lolding Alvarado’s
band in check, while the other fell on the unsuspeet-
ing eolonists, slaughtering the greater portion of them
together with a number of their Indian allies. Those
who escaped fled to Quezaltenango and Olintepee®

B Junrros, Gual, il. 289. The whole land from Cuzeatlun to Qlintepee—
e distance of over 80 leagnes—rovolted. Fuentes y Cuzman, Recordncion Florida,
M3, 2. Brasseur de Bourbourg states that the confederated Indiana eom-
Erised the Pokomama, Pocomehis, Quichés, Cakehiquels, Pipiles, and Xineas,

ut entertaing some dovbtas to the Quichés taking partin the league, as such
action is &t varionce with the Cakehiguel manuscript and with Vasquez,
Hist. Nat. Cip., iv. 680, At a council summoned by the chiefa of the revolt-
ing tribes thers were present among others the caciques of Teepun Atitlan
{the modern Solola), of Ruyaalxot, Sinacam, and the Appoxzahil, of Xilotepee,
Zaeatepec, Chimaltenango, and Zumpango. TFuentes supposes that Sinacam
was &t this time et Patinamit, whereas ho had escaped to the mountains of
Comalaps, occnpying thers the stronghold of Ruyaalxot. This author evi-
dently inew nctiing of the Cakchiguel ingurreetion in 1524, for he states
thet after eoncealing for twe years his intention ta revelt the cacique now
teck advantage of Alvarado’s absence,

M Jugrros disagrees with the account given by Vazquez because it leads to
the conclusion that Santiago was abandoned, and argues that this could not
have been the case, because scssions of tha cabilde were held on the 23d and
06th of Angust. Guel., i, 351-2, note and i, 306.  Juarroz was not aware that
tho s¢-called city had no permanent site till 1527. The books of the cabildo
were but the record of the acts of a municipality that was continuelly
chmg.ng its position. Berides, Alvarado had before tle dates above men-
tioned rejoined Gonzalo at Olintepec, and the above sessions wero held at
that town. The account piven Ly Fuentes and followed by Juarros differs
materiglly from that of Vazquez which has heen followed in the text
Fuentes states that ob thiz unexpected crisis all attempts at eivil govera-

Eisor. Oxnr. AW, Vor. I, §
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The Indians were now in possession of the count
from its southcrn boundary to the district of Ques.
altenango, but a swift and terrible vengeance was
about to overtake them. Alvarado was already with.
in their borders. Ilaving erushed the rebellion i
Chuzeatlan he swept northward with the fury of a
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tempest.  Scattering like sheep the bands that first
offered him resistance, he met with no serious opposi-
tion Lill he arrived at the pefiol of Xalpatlahua, sit-
uated about three leagues from the present village of
Jalpatagua,

ment were abandoned, and epergetic measures adopted for a vigoeroms
defence; ihat Gonzalo with 60 Spanish horse and foot and 400 Mexican and
Tlascalan allics took up o position at Olintepee, while Baltasar de Mendozs
with the rest of the army remained for the protection of the city of S8antingo,
Gionzalo de Ovalle, with his companions, being stationed in the valley of Pan-
choy and Tlernande de Chaves in that of Alotenungo; that the troops wers
quartered in the gpen plaing during the months of June, July, and Aungust,
ond suffered much from the heavy rains; and that the detachment under
Chaves sustained four attacks from the forces of Sinacam, while Ovalle
en%ngcrl twice with Scquechul whe had fortified his camp with earthworks
and ditches. Recordacion Florida, M., 22; Juarres, Guat,, ii. 201, Ecannot
aceept Uhis viersion of Fuentes,  Bernal Diaz makes no mention of Alvarudo'
being joincd by any Spaniards in the serics of engagements that took place
during bls march throngh to Olintepee.  On the contrary he says fuimos por
nuesiras jornadas lavgas, sin pavar basta donde Pedro de Alvarado anis dexado
Bu exereito, porque estana tode de gucrra, y estaua en él por Capitan ¥0
hermane que se dezia Gonznla de Alvarado; Namanaae aquella poblacion donde
los hallomos, Olintepeque.” st Verdad. |, 220,  From this it is evident ?'*ﬂ‘
Vazquez' accouul is correct and that the Spaninrds had been completely drives
out of the Cakelbiquel district,
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At this point a huge rock, smrounded by a dry
moat, formed an almost impregnable fortress, com-
manding not only the high-road, but also the pass
through the mountain defiles, and here the natives had
collected in force. T'or three days the Spaniards were
detained in forcing the approaches and reducing the
stronghold, Two furious assaults directed against it
before daylight in hope of carrying it by surprisc
were repulsed, and it was only by stratagem that on
the third day Alvarado succceded in his attempt.
Dividing his men into two partics, he assailed the
peiiol at two different points at the sanic moment. In
the heat of the contest the adclantado, feioning retreat,
suddenly withdrew the corps under his command; the
others were ordered mecanwhile to press the assault
more closely. The rusc was successful. The de-
fenders all collected at the point assailed, and Alva-
rado, rapidly wheeling round his column, crossed the
ditch and gained the height.® The Indians, attacked
in rear, were thrown into disorder, driven down the
heights, and closely pursued by the Spaniards. Ouly
when night closed upon théir flying celumns did pur-
suit and carnage cease.”

The army now continued its march unmolested until
it arrived at the plains of Canales. Here another
obstinale and bloody battle was fought with a large
bedy of natives collected from the surrounding dis-
tricts. The contest was long maintained with doubt-
ful result, but was at last decided by the arrival of
the friendly cacique Cazhualan, who, although a por-
tion of his tribe had forsaken their allegiance,? fell

% Meanwhile the other column had soffered severely. There is a list of
those killed in Ardvale, Actas Ayunt. Guad,, 54. Itiarefreshing to know that
their apiritual welfare waa cared for, the cabildo on the 16th of Sept. 1528
secnring to them theirlots and lands and ordering the same to be sold for the
ﬁood of their soula. Bernal Diaz was among the wounded: ‘alli me hivieren

e v flechazo, mas no fue nada la herida,” ffist. Verdad., 220.
QQSM“ y Guzman, Recordacion Florida, MS., 23-4; Juarres, Gual,, ii.
B.

¥ The name of the chief i spelled by Fuentes Cazualan and Casualan, Juar-
row gtates that the word means ‘The faithful will come,” and adds, ‘nombre
que parece profetico, pues en tiempo de este Cacique vinicron los fieles Chris.
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on his countrymen with such forces as lic could col-
lect and caused their overthrow.

Alvarado now advanced rapidly toward Patinamit,
Fighting his way through numerous bodies of the
enemy who sought to oppose his passage, hie arrived
in a few days at the plain in front of the city. Here
the combined forces of the confederated kings and
chiefs, mustering in all about thirty thousand war-
riors, were drawn up to give him battle and strike one
more blow in defence of their native soil.  In vain
their effort. These Spanish veterans were invineible,
and the Indian hosts were almost annihilated in
sight of their capital.® The Spaniards following up
their victory at once forced their way along the narrow
causeway that formed the only means of approach fo
Patinamit, and putting to the sword the few defend-
ers left, took up their guarters there for the night.”

On the following morning, however, they evacuated
the city and occupled a position on the plain, where
building for themselves a number of hufs,” they re-

tianos § predicar el S8anto Evangelio.” Guat,, ii. 292, Cazhualan had heen ont
of the first to give in his allegiances, an act which offended the greater part of
his subjects, who revelted against hira, whereupon he resortc(% to arms. A
ficree conflict ensued, which ended in the defeat of the insurgents, who ded
to the woods. The rebels refusing to retwrn to their allegiance, Cazlinalan
visited Alvarado, who promised him assistance. Thenceforward he remained
a Taithful ally of the Spaniards. Fuentes y Quzman, Recordacion Floride, M.,
19, 20.  Aecording to Fucntes and Juarres Alvarado shortly afterward sent a
fo_rce_ to Ivis aid, and Petapa wae soon rednced to ohedience and made sub-
missive to its caclyne. Fucntes states that the Guzinans of Petapn arc
ﬁasgcr?;lded from Oa.z%malan. Rtecordacion Floride, M3., 24-5; Junrros, Gual.,
ii. 2G6.

#This great battle is simply but graphically made mention of by Benal
Diaz in the few words, ‘Y les hizimos yr con la mals ventura.” Fuentes, fol-
lowed by Juarros, locates the scene of this hattle elsewhere. He stutes thab
on r&:,aching the valley where Guatemala stands Alvarade sttacked and carried
the_ intrenched cam}) of Sequechul, and that on the same night the amy
arrived in Guatemazla. Reeordacion Florida, 24, Vazquez correctly writes:
‘En la vItima de Jaz quales (batallas) entraren la Ciudad dc Patinmamit, los
Hspaiioles, que. . .fnd hazatia muy memorable esta victoria.” Chronicn de Gual,
73.  This view corresponds with the account of Bernal Diaz.

This capital had already been repaired, and the buildings elicit an ox-
pression of admiration from Bernal Diaz, whe pays: ‘Y cstenan 103 aposentos
¥ las casas con tan buenos edificios, ¥ ricos, en fin como de Cacigues que mal-
dauan todas Ins Provinclas comavcanas,” Fist, Verded., 226,

¥ Brasscur de Bourbourg suggests that the erection of these dwellings
%a.ve rize to the present city of Tecpan-Guatémala, which is to-day jnhabited

¥ the descendants of the citizens of Petinamit, 7/ist. Nat. Cfe., iv. 693.
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mained for several days, during which Alvarado vainly
endeavored to induce the revolted caciques to retarn
to their allegiance.®  Twice he sent proposals of peace;
but no reply being vouchsafed, he hastened onward to
Olintepce, where ho arrived toward the end of August
1526. He was now at liberty to return to Mexico.
Although he had not succceded in either killing or
capturing Sinacam and Scquechul, he considered that
the late terrible punishments ensured safoty.

Official business was promptly despatched. New
alealdes and regidores were elected, two of the former,
named Hernan Carillo and Pedro Pucrtocarrero, being
nominated as Alvarado’s lieutenantsduring his absence.
A procurador,one Diego Becerra, was appointed by the
cabildo to represent the intercsts of the city in Mexico;
and, his arrangements being completed, he sct forth
on his journey accompanicd by Marin, his brother
(Gonzalo,” and more than eighty soldiers.  IMe passed

through Soconusco and Tehuantepee, travelling with

such breathless speed that two of his men, enfeebled
by the hardships of the recent campaign, died on the
march. As he drew near to the capital he was met
by Cortés, whose {riendship was soon to be cast aside,

8 Pelacz considers that this time was occupied in removing the inhabitanis
and destroying the eity. Afem. Guat., 1. 4. But Bernal Thaz makes no men-
tion of so atriking an event,

#2 Two of the brothers of Pedro de Alvarado now pass from the scene aa
prominent actors in Guatemala. Gonzalo came over to Mexico with Cortés,
and took part in the conguest. On his return to the capital of that comntry
it appears from the books of the cabildo that he was regidor in 1527 and 1528,
and in the latter year received a grant of land for a fruit-orchard, on whieh
occagion the cabildo graciously mentions that he had remifted the payment
of 100 pesos previously loancd to the city., Bernal Diaz makes mention of
him ag having written an account of the conquest of Guatemala. At a later
date he scttled in Honduras and became alcalde of one of the townas founded
thore by his brother. He also resettled the city of Gracias 4 Dios. The
second brother alluded to—Don Gomez—also came to bMexico with Cortés.
What time he left GGuatemala is not evident; his name, however, appears on
the books of the cabildo on January 8, 1525. He was in Mexico in 1527,
When Alvarado went on his expedition to Peru, this brother accompanied
him, joined the Almagro faction, was made prisoner at the battle of Salinas,
but was relcased by Pizarro, Later he wag so disgusted at the assassination
of that leader that he joined the standard of the viceroy Vaca de Castro and
Wwag present of the battle of Chupas, Ife died of sickness s few days after-
ward in 1542. Libro de Cabifdo, MS., 215-16, 924; Arévalo, dctas Ayunt,
Guat., ¥2; Bernal Biaz, Hist., 176, 240; Dice. Univ, Hist. Geog. Ap., 1. 167,
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and whose lofty pride was ere long to be humbled by
the very man whom that great conqueror now wel.
comed with open arms and cntertained with princely
hospitality at his palace in Mexico.”

And here, for a time, we must leave him to tell of
his great achievemeunts; to gamble with old comrades,
to cheat them and lie to them, just as he had done
three years beforc. Then he will bid farewell to
Cortés forever, as it will prove, and go on his voyage
to Spain, where we shall hear of his reaping honor
and distinction, We shall hear of him also, under
the consciousness of broken faith and dishonorable
conduct, shrinking from and glad to avoid a meeting
with his old comrade to whom he owed all that he
possessed on earth.™

3¢ Ogrtes nos llend s sus Palacios, adonde nos tenia aparejada vna muy
solene comida,” Bernel Diaz, Iist. Verdad., 220.

81 The Recordacion Florida de lu Historia de Guatemaln by Don Franciseo
Antonio de Fuentes y (Guzman is a manuscript work in three volumes, two of
which exist in the archives of the municipality of Guatemala city. They
comprise seventeen books, the fivst of which relates to the listory of the i
digenous races, the substance of which is taken almost entirely from Torgue-
mada.  The six following books treat consecutively of the conquest down fo
thetime of the Spaniardsentering Guatemala; of itsindependence withrespeet
to Mexico; of the destraction of old Santiago and Alvarado’slife and caveer; of
the founding of the sceonl city of Bantiago; of miraculous images existing in
Guatemala; and of the privileges and ordinances of its capital eity. The nest
mne contain dcscriptions of as many principal valleys of the province, mnong
which way be mentioned those of LthVu.ca.a, Mixco, Zacatepee, and Xiloteper,
In these descriptions the author deals with all matters of interest connected
with the valleys, including Indian games, The seyenteenth book is devoted
to the historiography of tﬁe spiritual administration of these valleys in the
writer's time, ~ According to Beristain the first volume was sent to Spain to
be printed, but nothing more is known of it. Fuentes y Guzman was born in
Antigua Guatemala, s family being deseended from Bernal Diaz. Juarres
states that he wrote in 1685. Gual, (ed. London, 1823), 309. He had ot his
command a large number of rare doeunients, but did not make such use of
them a8 an unbiassed chronicler would have done. His admiration of the
conguerers was too great to admit of his making mention of the cruclties
which such documents must have exposed. The same feeling urged him to
indnlge in inveetiveagainst Las Casas.  Such were his rejudices in this respect,
that as regards the conquest, he could not be conaigered a reliable historian
were there no other evidence of his inaccuracies; but when I find that 1
many instances his narrative is at vaviance with that piven in Alvarado’sown
letters, the necessity of receiving his statements with additional caution is
apparent. Brasseur de Bourbourg is, perhaps, extreme in saying: « L men-
songre qui régne continnellement dana les récits de Fuentes,’ Hist. Naf. Civ.,
iv. 620; but this latter author was as ready to accept Indian version2 of
events, ag the other was disposed to ignore them. ';he style of Fuentes,

though not wanting in elegance and descripti ften becomes flowery
and sometimes inflated, & puive power, 0



CHAPTER V.,

SUBTUGATION OF ZACATEFLC, AND CAPTURE OT SINACAM'S
STRONGHOLD.

1527-1528.

PUEETOCARRERD IX CHARGE OF ArrAIng—TiEVOLT AT ZAcarTEpic—ESCAPE
0F TIHE SravisO GARRISON—THE TLack REcartrnnp—Rxwnrion oF
e HIcH PRIEST PANAGUATI—SIxacan’s STnokcrorh-ITs SIruk AND
CATTORE—JORGE DR ALVARADO AProINteDd GoveENohk-——THE CITY OF
SANTIAGO FOUNDED IN THE ALMOLONGA VALLEY—PROSPERITY OF THE
Nuw SETTLEMENT,

Or the two lieutenant-governors appointed by
Alvarado on his departure from Olintepee, Puerto-
carrero was the one in whom he had most reliance.
The ability which he had displayed as a soldier and
a magistrate fully justified this confidence. A near
relative to Alvarado, he was second only to that great
captain in valor and military skill; and the most im-
portant posts in the field were usually assigned to him,
while the fact that he was elected a regidor of the first
cabildo, and filled that office by re-appointment till
his promotion to the rank of alealde and licutenant-
governor, is evidence of his capacity for government.
In character he was in one respect too like his com-
mander, belng severe and ruthless in his treatment of
the natives.!  His high breeding was displayed by a
fine deportment and courteous mien, while as a com-
panion he could be either most charming or exceeding

1In amemorial of Mexicans and Tlascaltecs petitioning the king of Spain
for redress of grievances, they sald, *Venimos & conquistar csta prova. hajo
el yugo pesado del Ado. Alvarado, i Db Po. Puertocarrero;’ and agein:
'1 mulos tratos. de los Eaﬁﬂ- ge- ahorcaron i mataron ms. de noss.’ Hemorial,

15 Marzo 1647; Squier’s MSS., xxii, 41, n
(8
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disagreeable; his flashes of wit and humor were as
much enjoyedas the lash of his sarcasm was dreaded,

With the assistance of his colleague Hernan Carrillo,
he began vigorously to establish order throughout the
province. His first carc was to carry out the instrue.
tions of Alvarado relative to the suppression of g
revolt in the town of Zacatepce, news of which had
arrived before the captain gencral’s departure. Though
a portion of the natives of the Zacatepee province had
joined in the gencral insurrection, the garrison sta-
tioned in the town itsclf had hitherto been able to
overawe the inhabitants; but toward the end of August
1526, incited by their high priest, named Panaguali,
onc 1nspired by the presiding genius of the mation,
they suddenly rose upon the Spaniards. Threats of
the displeasure of their god Camanelon outweighed
with them even the dread of their conquerors; and the
chief priest, taking advantage of a violent earthquake
which occurred a short time before, so wrought upon
the fears of his counteymen that he prevailed on them
to attcmpt the extermination of the foreigners. The
garrison barcly escaped a general massacre, belng com-
pelled to wake their escape from the town by cutting
their way through a dense crowd of assailants, who
attacked them one evening about sunset. In the
strugele one of their number, together with three of
the Tlascaltees, were captured and sacrificed. Next
day the fugitives were joined by one hundred friendly
Zacatepees, and by rapid marches reached Olintspec
the 31st of August.?

At daybreak on the following morning Puertocar-
rero marched against the insurgents. His force con-
sisted of sixty horse, eighty arquebusiers, five hundred
and fitty Tlascaltees and Mexicans, and one hundred
Zacatepees. Tle had also two pieces of artillery.

*Fuentea says they reached Santiago on thia day. He also states that
Diego de Alvarade waa captain of the garrison; but I think that some other
officer was theu in command, as a Diego do Alvarado was regidor of Santisge
this same year, See Adrévado, detas, Ayunt. Guat., 16-18,
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On arriving within sight of the town the army en-
camped in a small valley two leagues from the village
of Ucubil? to rest and reconnoitre. Hernando de
Chaves being sent forward with the cavalry captured
two natives, who gave information that Ucubil was
peaceably deposed and that in Zacatopec a portion of
the inhabitants had declared for the Spaniards, and
heving made their escape, were scattered among the
nei%boring corn lands. Pucrtocarrero now moved
to Uecubil, and thence sent messages of cncourage-
ment te the friendly natives, eight hundred of whom
shortly afterward joined him. The Spanish army
now mustered fifteen hundred and ninety men, and
with this force the commander was quite ready to
meet the opposing eight thousand. e advanced,
therefore, toward the town, and when about half a
leagrue distant sent messengers to offer peace on condi-
tion of surrender. They were received with disdain,
and when others were despatched on a similar crrand,
they were on the point of being seized and sacrificed,
and only made their escape by trusting to the speed
of their horses.

The Spaniards now took up their positien on
rising ground a quarter of a league from Zacatepec.
There they were almost immaddiately assailed by a
body of two thousand natives who, issuing from a
neighboring wood, attacked them briskly, but after
a brief struggle were forced to retive. Early next
morning three thousand warriors, advancing from the
direction of the town, came down upon them, taking
good aim with poisoned arrows, while the fire of the
arquebusiers was for some time rendercd almost harm-
less by a strong breeze, which drove the smoke inte
their eyes. Later their weapons were used with
more effect, and the Indians began to retire with
loss, whereupon the Spaniards incautiously advanced,
thereby suffering defeat; for when the Spanish forces

¥ ¢ Que hoy no se encuentra el menor veatigio dadl’ Juarres, Guat,, it 207,
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were in the center of the plain, the detachment frop
the town, suddenly wheelng round, attacked thep
in front, while those who remained under cover of
the woods assailed their rear. Puertocarrero wag
compelled to withdraw from the ficld with all possible
haste; but this could only be done by traversing the
greater portion of the plain_, and was attended with
great loss, the troops becoming entangled during the
hottest part of the engagement, 1n cancbrakes and
creepers. At length the retreating army roached a
secure position botwoeen two converging cminences,
and here the conflict ccased for the night.

On the following day the Spanish commander,
drawing up his infantry in a hollow square with the
artillery in front and the cavalry on the wings, gave
the cnemy battle on the plain.  His lines were too
strong to be broken by the Zacatepec warriors who
rushed In a dense mass to the attack, but were driven
back by a well directed fire of artillery and small
arms. Forming into two columns, they next assailed
both wings simultaneously, but with no better success.
Again massing themselves In a single phalanx, they
made a furious attack on the right of the Spanish
army. The struggle was long but not doubtful,
Volley after volley mowed down their ranks in front,
while the horsemen charged repeatedly on either
flank. At length they took to flight and were pur-
sued to the entrance of the town, where Panaguall
and two other priests with eight of the principal
caciques were made prisoners.

The campaign was now at an end. Puertocarrero,
aware that the loss of their priests and their chief-
taips wounld assure the submission of the rebels,
retired to Ucubil,whence one of the captives was sen
to the town with a final summons to allegiance, and
with strict injunctions to return as soon as possible.
A submissive reply was returned, and on the fourth
day after the battle the Spaniards entered the town
with all necessary precantions against attack. Having
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oceupivd the vuerd-liouse and public square, Puerto-
carrero ovdered the ceeigues aml other feading wen to
appear before i, to witness the elosing scene of the
revolt.  The “w]nm ards wern marshalled in the pinza,
and Panaguali was placed on trial fu the presence of
Lus deluded people, as being the promoter of the
wsureection, Al that the poor wretelr conld wrae in
his defence was that be hawd acted in oboedicnes to the
orders of Tus god; but Camanclon had now no power

Ciinpeia

GITATEMALA,

to save.  As a matter of course the high priest was
condemned to death, and tmnediately ¢ woeuted in fall
view of the awe-stricken natives who but now had con-
fidently hoped to capture the Spaviards for sacrifice.*

* Puentes y Guzman, Recordacion Florida, M3, 12
207300, Many furmilies are deseen : \‘-iu.v arels w 110 ('
themselves 1o this cumpuion.  Luriwel :
numerous descendants bosides those Leays is fau:ily bame,
Teresa married Bernal Diag, from whom are descended the L&
family of Fuentes y Guzman, sud others, Geapur de Polanco, enother olicer
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The suppression of the Zacatepec rebellion being
completed Alvarado’s lieutenant® next turned his
attention to the stronghold of Sinacam. This fortress,
built of stone and lime, was situated in-an almost in-
accessible position in the Comalapa mountains.® In
the fastnosses of this range, seamed with gloomy
cafions, numbers of the Cakchiquels had taken refuge.
Far down in the sicrra 1s a precipitous ravine through
which flows the Rio Nimaya.” The stream when it
reaches the valley below is of great depth, abounds
in fish, and is fringed in places with beantiful glades
and strctches of fertile land, which ecan be approached
only by difficult and dangerous paths® Here Sina-
caw’s followers planted and gathered their maize in
safety, while river and forest supplied them with ad-
ditional food. No better place for a stronghold could
have been selected than that to which the chicf of the
Cakehiqucls had withdrawn the remuant of his once
powerful nation.’

At the head of a numerous and well appointed

who later took o prominent part in the conquest of Copan, is represented in
the female line by the family of the Villacreves Cueba y Guzman. From
Sancho de Baraona, who fillad the offices of procurater, syndic, and ordinary
alealde, are descended the Baraona de Loaisa.  The cavalry oflicer Iernando
de Chaves was ever placed in command when dangercns enterprisez were to
ba undertaken. His daughter Dofia Catarina de Chaves y Vargas married
Rodrigo de Fuentes y Guzman, and a second one was wedded to Pedro de
Aguilar, Juarros, Gual., 1. 340-51.

5Vuzgnez commits & twofold error in stating that Alvarado not only
conducted the eampaign about to be narrated, bub on his arrival at Olin-
tepec united his forces with those stationed there, and marched against
Patinamit, which he took aftera series of engapements, and then went in pur-
suit of the caciques who had escaped. Chronicn de Goed., 72-8. This fs utterly
at variance with theaccount piven by Bernal Diaz, who took parf in the cam-
paign. Nor did Alvarado afler his arvival at Olintepec undertake any further
operations before his departars for Moxico, according to this latteraunthority,
whe says: 'y ostuvimos descansando clertos dins’ (that is at Qlintepec), ‘y
Iue%o fuimos a Soconusco.” Jfist. Verdad,, 220,

Called by Vazquez the Nimanche, a word meaning ‘great tree,” and
derived from the enormouy cedars which grew in the ravines. Tho range iy
situated about eight leagues from Comalapa end fen to the cast of Tecpan
Guatemals, near the site of Ruyaalzot. O%mné-ca de Gvat., T0-71.

T Pagsa el rio grande, § so dize Nimaya, por sug muchas aguas.’ Id,

#or an aceount of o priest's descent into this ravine see Vazquez, Id.

? Brasseur de Bourbourg states that this fortification had been previously
built, ‘dans la prévision d'une guerrs avec les Quichés,’ and adds that accord-
iz:t\lrg to public rumor subterranean psssages connected it with Patinamit. Hist

at. Civ., iv. 603-4. Vazquez, on the contrary, says that the Quichds aided
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force’® Puecrtocarrcro took up a suitable position be-
fore it and for two months prosccuted the sicge in
vain. During {his tune he made frequent overtures
of peace, which were answered only with contetpt,®
while his men, smarting under the taunts of the foe,
who felt sccure 1u Ins position and had no fear of
hunger, were repulsed at every attack, rocks and
trunks of trces being hurled down on them from the
overhanging heights. Meanwhile they were harassed
by repeated sorties from the natives, who, whenever
they perceived any want of vigilance in the camp of
the Spaniards, swept down from the mountains with
inconceivable rapidity, foll upon the weakest point of
their lines, and as quickly regained the shelter of their
stronghold.?

But failure only roused the Spaniards to more de-
termined effort. There were among them many who
had taken part in the storming of Mexico, and had
fonght under Alvarado at Patinamit. The mettle
of the adelantado’s veterans had been tested on many
a doubtful field, and they were now about to give fresh
evidence of their valor. It may be that a traitor re-
vealed to the besiegers some secrct path,* or even

served as guide; but the storming of the fortress

in its ercction in order to provide a safe retreat in case of being defeated by
!shg .%pa.niards. Its ruins were still to be seen in the time of Juarros. Guwat,,
i. 238.

1 According to Fuentes it consisted of 215 Spanish arquebusiers and eross-
howmen, 108 horsemen, 120 Tlascaltees, and 230 Mexicans, with four pieces of
artillery, vnder Diego de Usagre. Recordarion Florida, ii. §56. Brasseur de
Bourbourg says the army was composed of 200 Spanish veterans and numer-
ous Mexican, Tlascaltee, Zutugil, and Quiché auxiliaries. Vazquez followed
by Escamilla asserts that the number of Spaniards scarecly amounted to 200
men. (hronica de Geat., 72,

1L At & place called Chixot according to the Cakchiquel manuseript, Bras-
scur de Bourbourg has a note to the effect that this must be the same as the
Ruoyaalxot of Vazquez, as the etymology of this latter name corresponda
with that of the Mexican word Comalapa, which he believes to have been
afterward founded on the epot. Vazquez says the Spaniards took up their
quarters so close to the mountain that they were hardly safe from the rocks
roﬂ;&;ﬂ down upon them. Chronicn de Geat., 73.

13087708 states that the emissaries were put to death. Guat., i. 253.

Ellos como monos se deacolgaban bhasts dende querian, subian, como gar
vona esca.lem bien ordenada por aguellos riscos. ..y dando bastantes cuy dados
el Bl)icrclto Espaiol.” Vazguer, Chronica de Gval., 73,

EBrassenr do Bourbourg is of this opinion.
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was none the less a desperate undertaking.  Its fate
was sealed however.  Paertocarrero divided his foreeg
into four bodics and stationed them at the wost favor-
able points; but before ordering the assault sent in his
last summons to surrender.  The messengers who bore
the letter to Sinacam narrowly escaped death. On
receiving it the chicftain tore the paper to shreds, and
throwing the pivces on the ground with many cxpres-
sions of scorn and contempt ordered the envoys to be
put to death. At this moment, however, the attack
was made. Puertocarrero who had obscrved all that
was transpiring suddenly advanced lis men. The
ramparts were scaled, and a foothold won within the
fortifications. No hope now for the garrison; the
struggle which followed was severe but brief. The
discolored ground was soon heaped with the dead and
dying, on whose prostrate forms the triumphant Span-
iards trampled as they pressed on in pursuit of the
panic-stricken natives, Sinacam and Sequechul, to-
gether with a larger number of their followers, were
captured, and few of those who survived the massacre
made good their escape to the mountains.®

15 Brasseur do Bourbourg states that Sinacam eacaped by one of the aubter-
ranean passages before mentioned, and after living a wretched life for several
years, wandeving about the mountains, surrendered to Alvarado in 1530,
Hist. Nat, Civ., (695-702. Vazquez has copied an act of the cabilde dated
May 10, 1540, in which Alvarado is requeated either to take Sinacam and
Bequechul with him on his proposed veyage to the Spice Islands on account
of their rebellious proclivities, or to execute them. Alvarado replicd that
he would o what was most convenient. As & matber of fact Sinacam died
in Jalisco before the sailing of the fleet. Vazquez is of opinion that as they
were not put to death in the heat of the moment, Alvarado would not be
likely to execate them at the instigation of the cabildo, Chronica de Gval,,
30-2. The anthor of the Isagoge states that they lingered in prison for 14
years, that they were put on board the fleet, and probably perished during
the voyage, a8 nothing more is known of them, Pelacz, Mem. Guat., i 77
Brasseur de Bourbourp's account of the fate of these princes is that Sinacam
died in 1533, while Scquechul was put on board the fleet and perished miser-
ably off the coast of Jalisco. Ffiaf. Nat, Civ., iv. 790, 800-1. Fuentes gives
80 different an account to that of Vazquez relative to the capture of the strong:
hold, that, as Juarros remarks, every one would suppose if to be the narms.
tion of an entirely distinet event, Guar,ii. 302-5, 'The capture of Sinacam
was yearly celebrated by *the festival of the voleane,' at which a mimi¢
representation of the cvent was performed.  Tn the great plaza of Guatemals
an artificial movnd was thrown up and covered with branches of trees and
rocks in imitation of a mountain, and on the top a miniature castic was built.
Here the governor of Jocotenango stationed himself with the prineipal men
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The storming of the Cuakchiquel stronghold oc-
curred on Saint Ceeilia’s day, the 22d of November
1526, and long afterward the cvent was yearly cele-
brated by an imposing procession.  On the anniver-
sary of the saint and on the eve preceding, the
gtandard-bearer displayed the royal colors m the
prescnce of the president, the royal audiencia, the
municipality, and nobles, while the Mexicans and
Tlascaltecs, who had contributed to the victory in no
small degree, joincd in the procession, decked in
bright colors and armed with the wenpons of their
ahcestors.

In the month of March 1527, a new governor arrived
in Guatemala in the person of Jorge de Alvarado,”
brother of the great conqueror, and a man gifted with
abilities of no common order. He had already won
repute in the conquest of Mexico, and had taken a
prominent part in the political dissensions which
occurred in the capital during the absence of Cortés
in Honduras. During the military operations in
Gruatemala, more especially in the first campaign in
Salvador, he had proved himself possessed of true
soldierly qualities. The preferment was bestowed on
him by the governor of Mexico, and that he should
have been permitted to supersede Puertocarrero was
probably due to his brother’s favor and to the friend-
ship of Cortés. Nevertheless he was a tnan eminently
fitted to rule. Ilis appointment was at once recog-.
nized by the cabildo, and he was requested immediately
to take the oath of office.

of his village. He represented Sinacam, and in so high esteem was this
privilege held, that in 1680 the ruler of Ttmaps offered 500 pesos for the
right of persomating the character, but was refused. VWhen the governor
had placed himself at his post, two companies of Tlascaltees commenced the
mimic slege, and after a long display of prowess on bath sides, the assailants
stormed the._hcight and eaptured Sipaczm, who was secured with a chain and
(lethéered prisoner to the president, Jd,, 301-3, note.

'®Remesal infers that he wasin Guatemals on the 26th of Aungust 1526,
ist. Chyapa, 8; though woe know that he was at that date a regidor of the

¢ty of Mexico, Consult Libro de Cabildo, MS., 152; and Jeazbalceta, Col.
Dog., ii. 547,
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Soon after his arrtval the cabildo met to discnss g
matter of gencral interest, which had long engaged
the attention of the colonists. This was the sclection
of a permanent site for their hitherto unstable eity,
The choice lay between the valleys of Almolonga and
Tianguecillo,” and after a long and wordy discussion
the question was decided in favor of the former locality.
A spot was chosen which had the advantages of a
cool and healthful climate, a plentiful supply of wood,
water, and pasture, and where the slope of the ground
would allow the streets to be cleansed by the periodi-
cal rains. The governor then presented to the muni-
cipality a document, signed b%r hig own hand, conveying
his instructions as to the laying-out of the future
city. The streets were to intersect at right angles,
their direction corresponding with the cardinal points
of the compass; space was to be reserved for a plaza;
and ground adjoining the public squarc was set apart
for the erection of a church to be dedicated to Santiago,
who was chosen as the patron saint of the city which
was henceforth to bear his name, and whose heart was
to be gladdened in after years, when the day of his
anniversary recurred, by religious cercmonies and
festivities, by tilting, and by bull-fights whenever a
supply of bulls could be procured.® Locations were

" The session was held in the valley of Almolonga, and it is significant
that this ig the first meeting mentioned in the books of the cabilds as being
heid there. Of the instability of this so-called city there is sufficient proof.
Banche de Barahona, in arguing against the payment of tithes, says: * Lo otro
digo, cﬁue para se pagar los dichos diezmoa. . .habia de haber pueble fundado,
dende los ee:{mﬁolcs tuviesen poblacion sentada.' drévals, dctas dyunt. Gual.,
27. The valley of Tianmuecillo or Tianguez was the same us the present Chi-
maltenango. Juarros, Gual., ii. 304,

12 Remesal states that in July 1530 the cabilde ordered one bull to be
bought for 25 pesos de oro, a price which indicates the scarcity of cattle ab
that date. Tu 1543 six were purchased. Hist. Chyapa, 27. This author is of
opinion that Santiago was cﬁosen as the patron saint only because of the
devotion of the Spaniards to thatapostle, fd., 4. Fuentes gives as the reason
that the 8panish army entered the Cakchiquel capital on his anniversary day,
sad states that he personally took their city under his protection, by sppear-
ing on horseback with sword in hand st the head of the army, while mareh-
ing along the valley of Panchoy., Juarros, Quat., ji. 273, For further
opinions and information on this subject consult Vazquez, Chronica de Grat,
T4-5; Remesal, Ilist. Chyapa, 20-1; Juarres, Guat., ii. 275-7; Hecamila,
Noticias Curiosas de Guat., 12; and Pelaez, Mem. Guat. ii. 223-1.
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to be assigned for a hospital, a chapel and shrine,” and
a fortress; appropriations adjoining the plaza were to
be marked out for the mumeipal and civic buildings
and for » prison; and the remainder of the site was
then to be divided among present or future citizens
according to the customs prevailing in New Spain,

After this document had been publicly read and
entercd by the notary in the books of the cabildo, all
{formalitics were completed except that of taking pos-
session of the future city as though it already cxisted.
According to the usual formality a post was erected,
and the governor, placing his hand upon it, proclaimed
with great solemnity, “I take and hold possession, in
the name of his Majesty, of the city and province, and
of all other adjacent territory.”*

Four days after the completion of this ceremony
twenty-four persons enrolled themselves as citizens;
and so prosperous, at first, were the affairs of the new
settlement that within six months one hundred and
fifty additional householders jdined the commumty.”
During the remainder of the year 1527 and for many
months afterward the Spaniards were occupied with
municipal affairs, or busied themselves with the ercc-

¥ The former received the name of the ‘hospital de misericordia,’ and
the chapel and shrine were to ba dedicated to Nuestra Sefiora de los
LRemedios,

®In April 1528 Santingo was made the capital of the province, Puga,
Cedulario, 27; and in 1532 wos granted armorial bearings, which are thus
deseribed by Juarros: A shield charged with three mountains on a fleld
Gules, the centre vne vomiting fire, and surmounted hy the Apostle St James
on horseback, srmed, and brandishing a sword; sn Orle with eight shells;
Or, on & field, Azure; crest a crown. Quat. (ed. London, 1523), 105. For
other deseriptions see Vazgues Chronice de Gvat., 37; and Arévalo, Col. Doc.,
Anfig., 5-6. Alithograph of the shield faces page five of this last authority,
and & wood-cut of it, somewhat different, is to be seen in Gonzaler Ddvila,
Teat. Eeles., i. between pp, 138 and 130,

*1 It has already been observed that the names of the same persons often
&Epc_ar in more than one list of enrolled citizens. This was done in order to
obtain new grants without prejudice to previons ones, Citizens were envolled
in 1527, ‘sin perjuicio de las otras vecindades antes recibidas en esta dicha
cibdad,’ Actas Ayunt. Quat., 39. And again in 1528, ‘sin perjuicio de las
vecindades que sa han Lecho en esta cibdad, despues de la que se fundé en
usta provincia en tiempe de Pedro de Alvarado.’ Jd. 42. Remesal says-

fuchos estan escritos dos vezes, porque wo tuuieron por suficiente para

adquiric deverecho a esta segunda vezindad, estar alistados en la primers.’ Hist.
Chyupa, 33,
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tion of dwellings and with dividing and pubting under
cultivation the rich lands of the adjoining valley.

Tn March 1528 Jorge de Alvarado, in virtue of the
authority granted to him by the governor of Mexico,
claimed the right to appoint new members of the
municipality. As no valid objection could be offered
by the cabildo, the nominations were immediately
made, and eight rogidores were clected in place of
four. The most important measure adopted by the
new corporation during the year was the redivision of
lands and the adjustment of questions that would
necessarily arise from such a change. The grants
were so unfairly distributed that, while many citizens
had far more than their share, others Lad nonce at all.
The discontent of the latter made it wmperative for
the municipality to take action. On the 18th of
April all previous regulations were revoked and all
divisions of land cancelled. An order was then issued
for the redivision of the valley into caballerfas and
peonias,® and a committee appointed to redistribute
the grants.

A measure of this kind could not fail to meet with
much opposition, and as will be seen later the division
of lands and the system of repartimientos caused much
dissension among the colonists; yet in the present
instance the cabildo acted with all possible discretion
and fairness in the matter. Those grants of land
which were less fertile, were of greater extent than
the more barren portions; men distinguished for
their services received larger shares to correspond
with the degree of their merit; growing crops werc
the property of those in possession at the time of
the redistribution; and if any occupant had made

# The eaballerla was the amount of land granted to a cav an, and the
peonia that bestowed on a foot-soldier, who was termed ‘peon.” The former
received 800 by 1,400 pasos, or about 174 acres, and the latter hall that

unntity. Arévelo, Actes Ayunt. Guat., 48. Tlemesal states that the cabs
llerfa was 800 by 300 feet, and otherwise gives an account that is not in accord:
ance with the book of the cabildo, Hist. Chiyapa, 39. Even the more accurate

Juarros is in error in stating that the prant to & cavalryman was 1,000 by
600 pasos. Guat., ii, 341, § & Y '
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improvements and was removed to another grant, his
successor was required to make others of equal value
on the new land assigned to him. Complete title-
deeds were promised by the cabildo in the name of
his Majesty;® the citizens were ordered to cnclose
and keep in good condition the portion of the street
corresponding with their allotments; the exorbitant
charges of artisans were regulated; and such was the
thrift of the inhabitants that within little more than
a year after its foundation the town was surrounded
with cornfields and orchards, and the valley of Al-
molonga soon became one of the most flourishing col-
onies throughout the breadth of Central America,

B Ag these granta were considered as rewards for servicea rendered to the

king for o period of five years, the deeds were confirmed st a later date upon
the holder proving that he had served for that length of time,
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INDIAN REVOLTS AND CIVIL FACTIONS IN GUATEMALA,
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DEMORATIZED COXDITION OF THE PROVINCE,

Soon after his meeting with Cortés in Mexico Pedro
de Alvarado returned to Spain. Arriving ecarly in
1527, he soon learned, as we may well imagine,
that charges of a serious nature were heing preferred
against him. Gonzalo Mejfa, the colonial procurator,
had accused him before the India Council of obtaining
wealth by embezzling the royal dues, and by unfair
appropriation of the spoils of war. The amount thus
secured was estimated at one hundred thousand pesos.
Many acts of injustice were also laid to his charge,
all of which Mejia affirmed could be substantiated by
documents which he laid before the council. The result
was that an order was issued directing a formal inves-
tigation to be made both in Madrid and New Spain,
and directing that his gold which amounted to fifteen
thousand ducats be seized as security for any fine in
which he might be mulcted. He was required more-

over to appear at court, in person, without delay.
1100
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Alvarado had now no easgy task before him, but
there was much in his favor. His great renown, his
handsome prosence,' and remarkable conversational

owers won for him many fricnds, among others the
king’s secretary, Francisco de los Cobos, who personally
interested himself in his defence, and with such suc-
cess that the conqueror of Guatemala was acquitted,
his gold restored, and he soon had an opportunity to
plead his own case before the emperor.

Once in the royal presence the cavalier does not
hesitate to inform bis Majesty of his many doughty
deeds during the conquest of Mexico, and to mention
that the subjugation of Guatemala was achieved at
his own expensc.? The king listens with marked at-
tention, particularly when he advances schemes for
ship-building on the southern shore of Guatemala for
the discovery of the coveted Spice Islands, and for
the development of South Sea commerce.! The royal
favor is won, and honors and appointments follow.
The cross of Santiago is bestowed upon him, and he
1s appointed a comendador.t He is also made gov-
ernor and captain general, as Arévalo tells us, of
(Guatemala, of Chiapas, Cinacantan, Tequepampo,
Omatan, Acalan, and all other terrifories adjoining

! Garcilago de la Vege asserts that Charles in his royal gardens at Aran-
juee chanced to see Alvarado pasa by, and struck with kis appesrance asked
who he was, On being told that it was Alvarado he said, ‘' No tiene este
hombre talle de aver hecho lo que de &l me han dicho,' and ordered the
charges against him to be dismissed. Fist, Peru, ii, 58,

% Alvarado petitioned the king for the government of Gustemals and other
provinces, which he represented to have been conguered and pacified at his
own coet,  The adelantado Montejo declared befors the king on the 13th of
AErll 1529, that in no portion of his statement did Alvarsde s the truth,
which assertion he gaid would be corroborated in the report of the president
and oidores, Montejo, Curta, in Packeco and Cdrdenas, Col. Doc., xiii. 89. A
similar statement was made at a session of the eabildo of Mexico held Jan,
25, 1529, and Vazquez de Tapia and the chief procurator were empowered
to take steps in the matter to counteract Alva.rago'a false statements. Libro
de Cabildo, MB., 248,

Y qyu(}for el poco camino que auis hasta la mar del Norte, seria facil el
tomereio,” Herrera, dec. iv, lib. ii. cap, iii.

f Remegal says that he had before %een ironically dubbed comendador by
the soldiers, hecanse he had been in the habit of wearing ab feast daye the
cloak of an uncle who held that title. Aist. Chyapa, 16. See also Hist. Mex.,
L 74, this series,
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and belonging to that p.rovin-ce. In return he enters
into an engagement with his royal master to send
forth expeditions of discovery and thoroughly to ex-
plore the waters of the South Sea.’

The favors which he thus received from the cmperor
were due in part to his marriage with a ward of the
secretary Cobos. It is true that he was already
betrothed to Cecilia Vazquez, a cousin of Cortés, but
s mere vow could not be allowed to stand between
him and high connection. Cortés had been a frue
friend; but Alvarado could now win stronger support
than ever the conqueror of Mexico could bestow on
him, and what mattered friendship when help® was
no longer needed? A few months after his arrival in
Spain, he had offered himself as a suitor for the hand
of the accomplished Dofia Francisca de la Cueva,
danghter of the conde de Bedmar, and niece of the
duke of Alburquerque. Secretary Cobos received
his offer approvingly, arranged the marriage, and at
the ceremony gave the bride away.’

Alvarado was now prepared to return to the west-
ern world, and on the 26th of May 1528,® entered his
appointments and despatches at the India House in
Seville according to form. While he was there wait-
ing to cmbark Cortés arrived at Palos. But the new
adelantado was no longer so anxious to meet his for-

8Cortén was much displessed with this sgreement, as he considered the
search for the Spico Islands and the navigation of the South Sea to ho his
exclusive right. Ramives, Proceso contra Afvarado, p. xvi.

® ¢ Cortdg le embiaba siempre Espatioles, Caballos, Hierro, y Ropa, ¥ cosas
de Rescate, y le favorecin mucho, porque le avia prowetido de Casarse con

vno gu Prima-Hermana, y asi le higo su Teniente, en aquella Provineia' Yor-
guenmndn, i. 322,

' Dot Francisca lived but & short time after the marriage. Remesal says
that Lier death occurred o few daya after marriage; Zamacois, ffist. Méj., iv.
485, nnd Ramirez that she died on her arrival at Vera Cruz, Herrera only
mentions that Alvarado became her suitor. He afterward married ber sister
Beatriz, and the first named anthor, pages 42, 49, imagines that this sccond
mirriage took place shortly after the fivst, whereas it was at least ten years
lter. Consult Arévalo, Doc. Antig., 179, and Pacheco and Cdrdenas, Col.
Do, i1, 245, 2502, Brasseor de Bourbourg makes the same mistake. Iis
Nar, Civ., iv. 701,

*Remnesal correctly points out & tuistake in the books of the cabildo, the

year 1527 heing carelessly copied for 1528, Hist, Chyape, 39; Arévale, cus
Ayunt. Quat., g.'i. y copiec Ter * yops, 555 47 ’
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mer commander as he had been when he marched to
his aid through the wilds of Honduras, He knew
how deeply he had wounded his pride in the two most
sensitive points, and he rcceived with a fecling of
relief the news that Cortés had gone direct to Madrid.

In October 1528, the governor of Guatemala,
accompanied by a number of noble gentlemen, friends,
and relatives, again arrived at Vera Cruz, and hast-
ening on to Mexico hoped soon to reach the capital
of his own province. But the officers of the royal
treasury informed him that he need be in no haste to
leave; for now the investigations were not to be lightly
treated. Itwas a serious matter, that of accounts, very
serious the question how much he owed his Majesty.
And near at hand werc those immaculate men, the
oidores of Mexico’s first audiencia, who were jealous
for the rights of the king, and more jealous that any
other subjects should be permitted to outsteal them.
Upon the heels of Alvarado they entered Mexico, bear-
ing a document in which was a clause which read
thus: “You will also inform yourselves whether it is
true that, when Pedro de Alvarado was in Guate-
mala, there was not proper care in the collection of
the fifths, and that he did not present himself to the
treasurer with the portion pertaining thereto.”® The
(Guatemalan governor was at once informoed that he
might answer to the charges on record against him.

The celebrated trial which followed was protracted
as long as party faction, envy, and personal enmity
could make it last. The more important accusations
were three—embezzlement of royal fifths and soldiers’
booty, cruelty, and illegal warfare; but any act of
Alvarado’s previous life that could be used against
him was pertinent. The total numbcr of charges
preferred was thirty-four, and there were ten wit-
nesses for the prosecution. On April 6, 1529, the
examination commenced; on the 4th of June Alva-
rado presented his reply; and on the 10th began the

9 Remesal, Hist, Chyapa, 42.
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examination of his witnesses who numbered thirty-
two, the chaplain Juan Diaz being onc.  Eighty-four
questions were submitted, and in addition to verba}
evidence twelve documents were filed for the defence
On the 5th of July the defence was closed and the case
submitted, but all efforts to obtain a speedy decision
were unavailing, The oidores would have the gov-
ernor of Guatemala feel their power yet a little longer.

Soon after Alvarado’s arrival in Mexico, his brother
Jorge, who had been left in charge of the province of
Guatemala, received from him a copy of the former’s
appointment as governor and captain general™ At
the samo time the adelantado, being so empowered,

®Oply two of these remain to our knowledge. For the discovery and
preservation of the Proceso de Residencia contre Pedro de Alvarado, we are
indebted to the licentinte Ignacio Rayonm, ‘oficial mayor’in the Mexican
archives. The cenfusion of the immense pile of documents in that office had
becoine so great that in 1846 the government decided to reduce them to.
sume vrder, aud entrusted the work of se doing to the director Mignel Maria
Arrioja, whose co-laborer was Rayon. TIn a bundle of old papers, marked
‘useless,’ was the Proceso contra Afvarado, the historical value of which was
at once recognized. The first intention of the finder was mevely to copy and
add it to his collection of manuseripts, His friends, however, advised him
otherwise; and through their assistance—Ignacio Trigueros generously offer-
ing to pay expenses, and José Fernando Ramirez having obtained permission
from the government—he published it in Mexicoin 1847, The Proceso is the
official investigation into Alvarado’s eonduct in Mexico and Guatemala, and
consists of the several charges, mainly bearing on hig ¢ruel treatment of ths
natives, his extortions, and embezzlement of royal dues, and the testimony of
the witnesses on both sides. Though there is much conflicting evidence, it is
of great value in establishing numerous historical points narrated by the early
chronielers.  This velume contuins, besides the Process, a biographical
sketch of Alvarado’s carecer by Ramirez; fragments of the Proceso conira
Nusiv de Cueman, preceded by an account of his life by the same author; and
notes explanatory of four copies of Aztec paintings, cne of which represents
the death of Alvarado. The aceount given by Ramirez of Alvarado’s cxpedi-
tion to Pern is the same ag that of Herrers and incorrect, as are also the rea-
song he assigng for the Honduras campaign. It is well known that Ramirez
was minister of state during the empire under Maximilian,

HThere is a copy of this document in the Aectws Ayunt. Guat., 80-4,
Alvarado, his officers and licutenants were to be subject to the audiencia and
chancilleria real of the city of Mexico, appeal in c¢ivil and eriminal causes to
lic from Alvarado and his officers to the president and oidores of Mexico,
with some exceptions in civil cases. He had power to appoint and remove
cofficers of administration at will, and to try and decide a.lll) causes, civil and
criminal, to make general laws, and particular ones for each puchlo; toestab-
ligh penalties, and enforce them: to order persons whom he might wish te
zend away from his province to appear before their Majesties, aud in case of
their refusal, fo visit them with penslties which their Majesties in anticipa-
tion confirned. MHis annual salary was to be 562,500 marsvedis,
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constituted Jorge his lteutenant. The documents,
being read before the cabildo, were duly recognized
by that body; whereupon Jorge declared that he
ceased to exercise the powers he had hitherto held
from the governor of Mexico,” took the oalhl in the
usual manner, and assumed the duties laid upon himn
by Lis new appolntment.

The audicncia of Mexico was quickly notified of
these proceedings, and in J uly 1 529 1t was known in
Santiago that a judge and captain general had been
appointed to take the lieutenant-governor’s residencia.
A bold though unsuccessful attempt was made to
avoid the threatened mvestigation. Jorge compelled
the procurator, syndic, and notary public to draw up
a formal representation, urging, in the name of the
cabildo, that Pedro de Alvaradoe and no other person
should be oheyed as captain general and governor.
This action had, however, no effect in averting his
speedy fall from power. On the 14th of August Fran-
cisco de Orduita, the official appointed by the oidores,
arrived at Santiago, and presenting lis credentials
took the cnstomary oath the same day.’

The audiencia could not have selected 2 man more
unfitted for this important office, or one less likely to
promote the interests of the colony. He came at a
time when of all others prudence and dispassionate
action were needed. The redistribution of lands and
the assignment of encomiendas in spite of all efforts
to the contrary had caused discontent; the new-comers
were jealously regarded by the conquerors and the
settlers were already divided into factions. Torecon-

And somewhat contemptuously added: ‘¢ que no quiere usar dellos, ai
de dereche 1o puede & debe hacer." Jd., 84.

B ¥rancisco de Ordnfia was Cortée’ secretary in 1523, and. was gent by him
o negotiste with Garay. Herrera, dec. iii. lib. v. cap. vi. In 1524 he was
elected secretary of the cabildo of Mexice, and shortly afterward returned fo
Spain.  We nexb find him procurador of Mexico in 152G, Qrasia, Carta, in
Teazbaleeta, i, 530, 532, and the governor Alonso de Estrada made him regidor
n 1528, From this time his friendly relations with Cortés seem to bave been
Interrupted, as his evidence taken in February 1529. in the residenecia iosti-

tated against that conqueror, ja far from favorable. In thesame testimony he
#leo displays antipathy to Alvarado,
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cile differences was not Ovduiia’s ohjeet.  His policy
was to be gnided by sclt-interest, and by enmity to
Alvarado and bis party. A wan ol coarse nature,
irascible and unscrupulous, Lie was often guilty of gross
indecency in speech and of unscemly personal violence;
after acts of gross injustice he insulted ail who claimed
redress.

One of his first measures was to call in question
the legality of Jorge’s adwinistration. The alcalde
Gonzalo Dovalle, a creaturc of Orduiix’s, brought the
matter before the cabildo, claiming that all reparti-
mientos which he had assigned, and all suits which he
had decided, from the time that he had received from
his brother the appointment of licutenant-governor,
were annulled. The question was a delicate one, inas-
much as the cabildo had recognized the authority of
Jorge, and their own powers and rights were thus
endangered.  Nevertheless they did not venture to
oppose tho jurisdiction of the audiencia, and within
three months after Ordufia’s arrival he found himself
in control of the ayuntamiento.

The natives were not slow to take advantage of
the discord among the Spaniards, and during the lat-
ter portion of 1529 it became necessary to send oub
numerous expeditions to suppress revolt or repel
encroachments.® Several of the confederated nations

HIn the minutes of the cahildo dated 15th September, it ia atated ‘al pre-
sente estin log mas de los cspafioles de guerra sobre el pueblo det Tuerta, 6
subre el pueblo de Xumaytepeque 4 donde Lan mnerto ciertos espailoles, y
estamos al presenic de camino para la proviacia de Uxpantlan, 6 Tesulutlan,
¢ Teguepanpo y Umatlan, que estan todas ¢ otras muchas de guerra.’ Ardvalo,
Acias Ayunt. Guat., 128, The Libro de Adetas de Ayuntamiento de la Cludad de
Seutingn de Guatemala comprises the minutes of the cabildo of Santiago during
e firgh six years of its existence, copied literally, by Rafael de Arévalo, see-
retavy of the municipality, from the original records in the archives of the
city,  The work was published in Goatemala in 1866, There can be no doubt
tha,fn the records of many of the sessions are wanting in this work, owing to
their loss or illegibility. It is to be regretted that the transcriber did not
indieate in his publication where he consiclered the originals were defective,
or remark npon the obliteration of different portions, the only instance of
his Idning s0 being on page 7. Remesal states that until the year 1530 ibe
cabildo Lad no bound book of recovds, but simply loose sheets, many of which
must have been lost, Hist, Chyapa, 33; nad Juarros refers to minutes which

—
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which had sustained defeat at the hands of Alvarado
on his return from Honduras® began to make inroads
on port-iOIJS of the province which hitherto had always
been held in subjection. The valley and town of
Xumay was the principal scat of the outbreak, and
against this point a foree of cighty foot, thirty horse,
and one thousand native auxiliaries was despatched
under command of Juan Perez Dardon,™

The march of the troops was uninterrupted until
they reached the river Coaxiniquilapan™ Here they
found their passage disputed by a large force posted
on the opposite bank. Not deeming it prudent to
attempt the crossing in the face of the enemy, Dardon
withdrew his troops, and making a rapid detour under
cover of a range of hills, arrived unperceived at a
point above on the stream. DBy the aid of a wooden
lridge which he hastily threw across it he passed his
army over, and marched into the valley of Xumay.
Here he encountered a strong body of the enemy,
who, after a spirited opposition, suddenly retreated to
a steep eminence,™ hotly pursned by the Spaniards.
The latter failed more than once in their attempts to

do not appear in Arévalo’s edition. I cannot, therefore, agree with Brasseur
de Bourbonrg, who nsserts that it ‘comprend tous les actes du conseil com-
munal...durant les six premieres années.” Db, Mea. Cual., 15. Though
many of the erdinances are of minor interest, the work is of value, inasmuch
a3 a portion of them reflect to a great extent the condition and social state of
the eolonists, wlhile from others an idea is derived of the continual state of
warfare inwhich the Spaniards lived. A considerable number afford informa-
tion relative to the helding of and succession to property, to restriction
regarding the sale of it, and the amonnt of land to be possessed by a single
owner.  These and other regulations for the internal government of the com-
munity afford mneh information with regard to its system. The book is
additionally valnable as conclusive in assigning correct dates in many impor-
tant instances. It also throws much light on many historical events, and is
particnlarly serviceable in supplying & vivid conception of the arbitrary pro-
ceedings and violent elracter of Francisco de Ordaia.

% The natives of Xumay, Xalpatlahua, Cinacantan, and Petapa. Brasseur
de Bourbourg states that the two furmer were identical with the Chortis.
Hist. Nat, Civ., iv. 698,

. ¥ Dardon had sccompanied Alvarado from Mexico, and was appointed by
him & regidor of the eity of Santiago, founded in 1324, This office or that
of alcalda he held for many years. He served with distinetion as a subaltern
In many campaigns. Juarros, Gral., i. 348-9.

. 7 The present town of Cuajiniquilapa is situated a few miles from the
right bank of this river,

1% Brasseur de Bourhourg assumes that it was surmounted by s fortress.
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carry this position, but the natives falling short of
provisions and becoming enfecbled through hunger
were at length dislodged with great slaughter,

The town of Xumay now lay at the merey of the
Spaniards; and the chicf of the confederated tribes®
finding himself unable to cope with the cnemy, deter-
mided on stratagem; but his astuteness could suggest
nothing better than the oft-tricd ruse of making
treacherous overtures of peace. Dardon was not to
be imposed upon by so trite an artifice, and apprised
him that he was thoroughly aware of his design,
whereupon the cacique threw oft the mask, and re-
solving to make one last effort, attacked the Spaniards
with all the forces he could colleot, but was routed
with heavy loss. On entering the town Dardon found
the place abandoned, and in vain sent a number of his
prisoners with promises of pardon to their country-
men on condition of their return. They had even
less confidence in the word of the Spanish commander
than he himself had shown in the good faith of their
chieftain. It was therefore ordered that the placc
should be burned, and parties were sent to hunt down
the scattered fugitives, many of whom were captured,
and among them a number of caciques. All were
indiserimminately branded as slaves, and hence a village
afterward built near the spot, as well as the Rio
Coaxiiquilapan received the name of Los Hsclavos.™

While the confederated tribes were thus again
being brought under subjection, an expedition directed
against the stronghold of Uspantan® met with signal
failure. Shortly after Ordufia’s arrival the reduction

* Tonaltetl by name.

® Juorros, Quat., i1, 88-00.  This author makes tha rather donbtful asser-
tion that the place was called Los Esclavos from the fact that these werc the
first rebels whom the Spaniavds branded. Brasseur de Bourbourg inere
reasonably assigns the origin of the name to tho great number branded.

*! Brasseur de Bourbourg says: *‘The town of this name sitnated between
the Jofty mountains of Bilabitz and Meawan preserved wore than other places
the ancient rites of Hunahpu and Exbalanqué, and the temple of these gods

zgguallb’ received a certain number of human victims. Hist. Nad Civ, IV
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of thig place was decided on by the cabildo; and a
force of sixty foot and three hundred experienced
Indian auxiliaries® was despatched for that purpose
under command of the alcalde Gaspar Arias.® The
mountainous district in which this fortress was situated
lay on the borders of the present departments of Vera
Paz and Totonicapan, and was inhabited by fierce
roaming tribes that were continually urging the con-
quered Quichés to revolt. Surrounded with decp
ravines, and occupying one of those naturally fortified
positions that were cver selected by the natives as a
refuge against the Spaniards, Uspantan was decmed
almost as Impregnable as Patinanut and the moun-
tain stronghold of Sinacam.

No sooner had Arias taken up his pesition in front
of this fortress, after capturing several towns that
lay on the line of his march, than he received news
that Ordufia bad deposed him from office and appointed
another alcalde in his place.® Indignant at this pro-
ceeding, he resolved to return at once to Santiago,®
delegating his eommand to Pedro de Olmos, a man
in whom he had confidence, but who, as the result
proved, was unfitted for the post. Heeding not the
structions left him, or the advice of his fellow-gol-
diers, he determined to carry the place by storm, hoping

* Brasseur de Bourbourg gives the number of Indian allies as three thou-
sand. Fist. Nul, Civ., iv, 700.

2Called by Juarros, Gaspar Arins Divila, Gual., i. 363, This officer may
bs identical with a certain Gaspar Arias de Avila or Divila, whom Alvarado
while in Flonduras sent to confer with Pedrarias at Panamé. The name of
Gespar Arias appears in the minutes of the cabilde of Oct, 4, 1525, and nob
ﬂiam till March 18, 1528, when he was nominated for the office of alealde.
Ths omission of hisname for s long a period may be explained by his absence
in Panamg.

* Aceording to Bernai Diaz, Gaspar Arias was a firm supporter of Alva-
ra.d;)ﬁ ?.nd hig Darty. H_enee, probably, his dismigsal from office, )
Ord I‘}ga reception which Arias met with at Santiago is agood illustration of
o ufla’s character. On appearing before the cabildo and petitioning that
; ebwand of office be 1estored to him, Orduiia passionsately called him s dis-
arber of the pesce, laid viclent hands on him, and, while ordering him to bo
cartied off to prison, struck him in the face.  ‘Delante de todo el cabilde, y
311 gran menosprecio y desscatemiento de su magestad y desu cabilde.’ In
soanm 1830 Arias again petitioned for redress, but though the voting was

mewhat in his favor, he ‘does not seem to have obtzined it, as his name
appears no more a8 alealde. Arévals, Actas Ayunt. Guat., 139-42.
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thus to win for himself a reputation. Tho rosult wag
most disastrous. While the assault was being made
at the single point where an entrance could be cffected,
his rear was assailed by two thousand of the cnemy
placed in ambush 1n anticipation of'ltho attack., The
surprise was complete. In the briet conflict whicl
ensued a large portion of the Spaniards were wounded,
Olmos himself among the number, while the slaughter
of the auxiliaries was fearful. To complete their dis-
comfiture a numbor of prisoners captured by the enemy
were immediately stretched upon the altar in sacn-
fice.®® Then the allies fled and made their way back
to Santiago.

Nothing now remained but retreat; and sullenly
the small remnant of Olnos’ command, ill-provided
with food and overladen with baggage, turned their
backs upon the stronghold of Uspantan to fight ther
way homeward. Day by day they pressed onward,
constantly assailed by the enemy posted in ambus-
cade along the route. The fival struggle occurred on
approaching the district of Chichicastenango. Here
three thousand of the enemy had colleeted to dispute
with them a mountain pass through which lay their
only line of retrcat. No hope for the Spaniards now,
unless they could cut their way through this dense
throng of warriors. Provisions aml baggage were
cast aside and cach soldier, grasping his weapons,
prepared for the conflict which was to determine his
destiny. The fight was obstinate and bloody, but
sword and arquebuse prevailed as usual against the
rude arms of the natives, and at length the Spaniards
rested unopposed on the opposite side of the range,
the survivors finally reaching Utatlan, haggard and
gaunt with famine.

Ordufia, recognizing that his indiscretion had been
the cause of this disaster, hastened to repair his mis-

* *Plusieurs Espagrnols et surtout beaucoup d’allids, ayan ris vivants,
g Vire].l:i emm?nsja %a%:; %a.;tlac:t.:t :ali'riﬁés aglgniﬂ}zl‘lg:hacﬁ}at J;.élf:.‘aé. 5ivinit»é bar-

bare.” Brasseur de Bourbourg, Hist. Nat. Civ., iv. 700. The name of the idel
was Exbalanqué.



WAR AT CHICHICASTENANGO. 111

take. He met with much difficulty in raising a suffi-
cient foree, as he had alrcady made himself unpopular
with most of the colonists, but at the beginning of
December he left the city accompanied by forty foot-
soldiers, thirty-two horse, and four hundred Mexican
and Tlascaltec allies,” the latter commanded by Span-
ish officers. As Ordufia had Little faith in his own
abilities as a leader, and his scldicrs had none, the
command of this force was intrusted to the treasurer
Francisco de Castellanos, a man of spirit and ability.
On arriving in Chicliicastenango Orduiia sent envoys
to Uspantan with a summons to surrender.® The
reply was of a practical nature: the emissaries were

immediately put to death.

The natives must now be brought under subjection
by forec of arms, and Orduna sent forward Castella-
nos with the greater portion of the troops to under-
take the fighting, while he himself remained in safe
quarters at Chichicastcnango.® The latter first di-
rected his march against the important stronghold of

Nebah. On arriving at the river Sacapulas he found
for some time an Impassable obstacle, on account of
the precipitous nature of the ravine down which it
flowed. By moving up stream, he discovered at last

i1 According to Herrera the number of Spaniards consisted of 31 horse and
30 foat. dee. iv, lib. vii. cap. v.

®In Herrera, dee. i. Hib, vil. eap. xiv., i3 a copy of the requerimiento
erderad by the king to be delivered to the natives when summoned to alle-
glance as noticed elsewhere. A similar form existed in the archives of Guate-
mala in Remcsal's time. ‘This formal summons was Irequently omitted, or
evaded. A priest, who at he beginning of the conquest of Guatemala had
taken part in the war while a layman, thns describes the form and mode of
Proceeding, At night one of the soldiers with sound of drum, said: ‘You
Tadians of this town ! we inform yon that there is one Goxl, and one pope, and
one king of Castile, to whom thia pope has given you as slaves; wherefore we
require you to come and tender your obedience to him and to us in his name,
under the penalty that we wage war against you with ire and sword!” The
priest then briefly describes the sequel: *At the morning watch they fell upon
them, capturing all whom they conld, under pretence that they were rebele,
¥ los demas log quemanan, 6 passavan i cuchillo, robauales la hazienda, ¥
POD;;“’HI fuego al lagar,® Remesal, ifist. Chyapa, 413-14.

Juarres states that Orduna shortly afterward returned to Santiago on
account of sickness; but I find that Castellanos arrived there befors him.
‘tcd'(:;iﬁt Acfas_Aymzt. Guat., 138, 142-3, from which it appears that the

BT Was 1 i 5i
12th of tors a;ly -Sanhago en the 19th of January 1530, and Orduiis on the
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a spot where e could descend, and throwing a Lridge
over the river made good his crossing. Ascending
the opposite slope, he eucopntercd on the summit g
body of five thousand warriors gathered thoere from
Nebah and neighboring towns. They retired on his
approach, and took up a position at a narrow moun-
taln pass, whence they were driven only after o
sharp and protracted struggle.

Castellanos then advanced without further opposi.
tion to Nebali, which like many other Indian towng
he found to be a natural stronghold. Such rcliance
did the natives place on the protection of the preci-
pices which surrounded it, that they did not think it
necessary to post sentinels, and all collected to defend
its only cntrance. This over-confidence wrought
their destruction. While the assault was being made,
a few Tlascaltecs and Mexicans succeeded, by cling-
ing to tendrils and creepcers, in scaling the height m
the rear of the town. Then approaching unobserved
they set fire to some houses. 'Ehe conflagration
spread; the defence was soon abandoned; and the Span-
iards rushing through the narrow entrance were soon
masters of the town. On the following day all the
ihabitants were branded; and such was the effect of
the fall of this fortress, that the ncighboring villages
as well as the large town of Chahil surrendered with-
out opposition.

The Spaniards then marched on Uspantan, where
ten thousand warriors belonging to that district, aided
by an equal number of allies, disdained submission.
This place was also practically impregnable, and again
but for excess of confidence the garrison might have
remained in security. But when they saw the little
army under Castellanos impudently sitting down before
their door, the men of Uspantan resolved to go forth
and sweep them from the earth, The Spaniards took
up their position, the infantry being divided into two
equal bodies, and stationed on the wings, while the
Lorsemen occupied the centre somewhat in advance.
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As soon as the onset was made and the assailants
were engaged with the cavalry, the foot, rapidly
deploying to right and left, fell upon the enemy’s
flanks simultancously and overthirew them with great
slaughter. So many prisoners of high positiou were
taken that the subimssion of Uspantan and the allied
towns was secured, and Castellanos, having branded
and reduced to slavery a large number of his captives,
returned to Santiago about the beginning of 1530,

During the same yecar the confusion caused by
Orduiia’s maleadministration held out a hope to the
stubborn Cuzecatecans of even yet winning back their
independence, and once more they rose in revolt.
Dicgo de Rojas was sent by the captaln general with
a small force to aid the Spanish scttlers in that part
of the province in sappréssing the insurrection. His
efforts were successful; but when about to accept the
surrender of a fortress that lay beyond the river Lempa
he heard the unwelcome news that a party of Spaniards
were approaching from the south. Rojas determined
to rcconnoitre in person, and his curicsity was soon
gratified, for while doing so he was made prisoner with
a number of hig followers. The intruders proved to
be a party of two hundred men despatched by Pedra-
rias D4vila, under Martin Iistete, for the purpose of
taking possession of Salvador and waking that prov-
ince an appendage to Nicaragua. If a man of ability
had been in charge of this expedition it is not imnprob-
able that its purpose might have been accomplished;
but Estete, though by name a soldier, had neither
courage nor military skill. In the hour of trial he
deserted hismen; and it has already been related that
about half of hig force joined the colonists of Gua-
ternala.

At the foot of a precipitous mountain range near
Gracias 4 Dios is the circus of Copan, where lie the

ruins of an ancienf town which are yet an object of
Hisy. CENT. An. ¥or. 1L 8§
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Interest to travellers. Fuentes, writing about the
close of the seventeenth century, describes it as a space
surrounded by pyramids of stone, eighteen feet in
height, at the base of which were sculptured figures
attired in Castilian costume. The place was garrisoned
by thirty thousand troops well supplied with provisions,
and was guarded, at the only point where approach
was possible, by a deep fosse and a barricade of earth,
picreed with loop-holes.  To this stronghold Hernando
de Chaves, who had been ordered to quell an uprising
in the adjoining province of Chiquimula, now resolved
to lay sicge. Drawing up his forces in front of it he
approached within bow-shot of the town at the head
of a small band of horse and demanded its surrender.
He was answered with flights of arrows directed
with such good aim that he was glad to make his
escape.

On the following morning an assault was made
upon the intrenchment, but without success; and
though the attack was renewed again and again dur-
ing the day, and the arquebuses and cross-bows of
the Spaniards spread havoe among the defenders, at
nightfall no impression had been made, and Chaves
was compelled to draw off his forces sorely discom-
fited. Heo had exceeded his orders and was acting
on his own responsibility in attempting the subjuga-
tion of Copan. He was compelled to admit his rash-
ness; but the question was now which way sheuld he
turn in his present dilemma? To capture the strong-
hold with his slender foree was all but impossible,
while failure and retreat would bring disgrace upon
the Spanish arms and dishonor on himself. When
brooding over the difficulties of his position the wel-
come news was brought that a spot had been dis-
covered where the depth and width of the fosse were
comparatively small, and on the following day he again
led his men to the attack. The struggle was long
and doubtful, The Spaniards obstinately refused to
withdraw, though time after time, as they attempted
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to scale the rampart, they were repelled by lance-
thrasts, or crushed under falling rocks.

The day was at last decided by the desperate cour-
age of a cavalry soldier, onc Juan Vazquez de Osuila,
who, enraged at the repulse of his comrades, plunged
the spurs into his horse and rode him straight at the
ditch. The steed cleared the fosse, striking the barri-
cade with his barbed chest. The works could not
withstand the shock: palisades and earth gave way;
the frightencd horse, urged on by his impetuous rider,
struggled through the debris and plunged amidst the
mass of warriors, scattering them in every direction.
Other horsemen came to Osufia’s support.  The whole
Spanish force followed, swarming through the breach,
and formed in line inside the defences. The con-
test which ensued was no exception to the usual issue
of Spanish warfare in America. The horscmen spread
terror and death through the ranks of the natives,
while the foot-soldiers followed up the work of carnage.
The cacique rallied his scattered troops upon a strong
body of reserves posted in a favorable position, and
attempted to retrieve the day, but the resistance was
brief; their ranks were soon broken, and Copan was
in the hands of the victors. Not even yet, however,
did the chieftain abandon hope. Leaving his capital
to the foe, he retreated to Sitald on the confines of his
domain, Here he rallied all the men he could muster,
and soon at the head of a fermidable army he made a
desperate effort to win back Copan. Twice he assailed
the Spaniards with desperate courage, and twice was
driven back, his best warriors being left dead on the
field. Atlength, convinced of the uselessness of fur-
ther resistance, he tendered his submission, and from
his mountain retreat sent the tributary offering of gold
and plumage.  His surrender was graciously accepted
by Chaves, who received him with the condescension
and courtesy becoming a conqueror.®

®Juarros, Guat. (ed. London, 1823), 300-7. Hist, Nat. Civ,, iv. 703-4.
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About the middle of 1530, Pedro de Alvamd,
returned to Guatemala, having at length extricated
himself from the net spread by his adversarics. Cop.
plaints that the audiencia was misivterpreting the
king’s instructlons remained unhecded; representa-
tions that ho was being unjustly deprived of oppor-
tunitics to prosecute new conquests, and to reap some
henefit {rom the great outlay he had incurred, had
brought to his cnemies a sccret satisfaction. But
later the political aspect of affairs had favored him.
The audicncia and a strong party of their supporters
were hostile to Cortds and spared no effort to prevent
his return to Mexico,

None of the enemies were more active than the
king’s factor, Gonzalo de Salazar, who scized and in-
prisoned a number of the leading men of the oppoesite
faction, and among them the brothers of Alvarado.
Indignant at this proceeding the latter challenged
Salazar to mortal combat,™ and insurrectionary move-
ments in the city excited the alarm of the oidores and
their partisans. At this juncture information was re-
ceived that Cortés was already on his way to Mexico,
A compromise was agreced upon, and Alvarado was

¥ Remescl, Hist, Chyapa, 48. Cavo makes thia remark npon Remesal’s
aceount: ‘It scems to me more probable that the disagrecment waa between
an oidor and that conquerar, since it i certain that three years previously
the emperor ordered the factor to leave Mexico,” {res 8ipios, i, 1043, A
letter of Bishop Zumdrraga to the king dated August 27, 1520, disproves
Cavo’s inference that the fga.ctor was not in Mexico at the time, The bishop
also gives a differcnt version of the challenge. He atates that the president
Guzman, Salazar, Alvarado, and others while out riding discussed the news
lately reecived that Cortds had been highly favored by the king and wesop
his way back to Mexico. (Guaman remarked that he believed he would sion
retnrn, wherenpon the factor passionately exelaimed, *El rey que 4 tal traidor
como & Cortés embia ea hercje y no eristiano.” For a few days nothing was
done to eall the factor to account for such treasonzble langnage, but on the
18th of the month Alvarads appeared before the audiencia and requested per-
mission te send bim a formal challenge. That body, however, defended Sal
azar, and on the following day their president Guzman made reply to this
efiect: ‘Pedro de Alvarado miente como muy ruin eaballero, si lo os, que @
Fau'tor no dijo tal, porque ea servidor de Vueatra Majestad y no habia de
decir tal palabra,”and Alvarado was iromed snd thrown into prison. The
- Lishop adds, ‘y no ¢ gud hardn dél,’ and that be bas three witnesses worthy
of all trust and of the order of Santiago, who heard the factor use the [
ghage. Zumdrrega, Carta, in Pacheco and Cdrdenas, xiil, 170-7. Zamacoid
gives almost the same account as the above. Hist. M., iv. 485-6.



RETUERN OF ALVARADO, 117

at last permitted to continue his long-delayed journey
' 2
to Santiago. ) _

Such is the version given by Remesal of Alvarado’s
cscape from the investigation, but it is probable that
he was compelled to disgorge much of his ill-gotten

ains in making so-called presents to oidores and
ifluential personages, and that he angrily shook the
dust from his feet when he left Mexico, stripped of
his wealth, Alag Tonatiuh! e was indeed a much
injured highwayman who had fallen among thieves.®

On the 11th of April 1530 the adelantado arrived
at the capital and was heartily welcomed; for to his
absence were attributed all the evils wrought by
Ordufia. On the same day he presented to the cabildo
his original appointment under the royal signature.
The document was acknowledged with becoming
gravity. It was passed round, kissed and otherwise
honored, and finally enthroned in turn on the head of
each member, all promising to obey 1t as a royal
command. Then placing his right hand on the cross
of the order granted to him by the emperor, Alvarado
spoke the customary oath and took his seat as presi-
dent of the cabildo.

Ordufia’s administration was now at an end, and on
his return to Santiago no time was lost in instituting
procecdings against him. He was ordered to give
bonds in the sum of thirty thousand pesos de oro, and
thereafter his name appears no more in the chronicles

% This release must only be considered as conditional, and not as a rejection
of the charges brought against Alvarado. Wo learn, however, from Remesal
tilag'sm_lﬁ?:l t;he second andiencia acquitted him. Iist. Chyapa, 42

Bishop Zumérraga states that the president and oidores robbed Alva-
redo of all the valusbles which he had brought from Spain, *que fué tanto
?Pal‘-'}to ¥ ¢omaa ricas como un conde prineipal desos reinos pudicra traer;’ all
13 Sll"ﬂ'W?I‘e, tapestry, horses, and mules, * de todo uo le han dejado un pan
gué comer.” He also furnishes & list of articles given as presenta by Alvarade
‘li}the president and the oidores. He, moreover, makes the assertion that
¥ esta manera hap perseguido 4 quantos han sido de contraria opinion del
1 actor._.:y lo que peor es, gquo en apellando 6 sabiendo que querian apellar,
108 aptsionavan.’ Packeco and Cdrdenns, Col. Doc., xiil. 136-40. Herrera
rea\ esl 1t to be concluded that Alvarado left Mexico at his pleasure: * Halla.
m al Adelantado don Pedro de Alvarado, que entendidos estos rumores en

gfﬂ?ﬂc?, &uia ydo pars defender su gounervacion, y lleusua ochenta seldados
& pie, y de a eatallo.” dec. iv. lib. vii. cap. v.
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of his age. DBut we may conclude that one who had
shown such animosity toward the Alvarado party,
and had been so successful in winning the hatred of g
commmunity, would not escape unharmed from the fire
which he had built around him. Either this, or he
had been doing that which best pleased those in
power, in which case his punishment can scarcely be
severe,

To wring redress from Ordufia was, however, an
easier matter than to correct the disorder which he
had produced. The colonists were divided into nu-
merous cliques, entertaining bitter animositics toward
each other. Tho unfair distribution of repartimientos
had developed feuds which threatened bloodshed ab
any moment; and those who had taken part in the
conquest of the country saw with anger new-comers
preferred before them in election to public office.

The independent spirit of the artisan and operative
placed them in direct antagonism to the morc aristo-
cratic orders, who hated them for the extortions they
practised and the disrespectful indifference they dis-
played. Numbers of mechanics, having acquired re-
partimientos and wealth, charged what they pleased,
in deflance of law, and worked only when they felt
inclined® But even this class was divided against
itself, and year by year the religious processions were
attended with disgraceful tumults cansed by those
engaged in rival trades being thus brought together.
The community was even threatened with dissolution.
Many had left the province in disgust to settle in
Mexico or Nicaragua, or to engage in mining ventures,
and others were preparing to depart. The sites
allotted for residences were unoccupied by their own-
ers; the streets were almost impassable, and horses

* The cabildo frequently issued regulations with the objéct of correcting
these abuses. The inconvenience caused by artisana closing their workshops
was 80 serioua that, on June 4, 1529, the cabildo passed an act ordering them
to exercise their callings under penalty of having the service of their Indians
snspended. In 1534 & similar decrec waa passed, and again in April 1536
Actas Ayunt, Guat., 88, passim; Remesal, Hist. Chyupa, 171,
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and hogs roamed at large, causing destruction of
crops,. while blood-hounds were let loose and permitted
to hunt down the unfortunate natives almost within
sight of Santiago.

Quch was the condition of affairs when Alvarado
returned, and there 1s no doubt that his timecly ar-
rival saved the colony from destruction.®  Ile recog-
nized at once that the accasion required prompt
and vigorous action, and struck at the root of the
evil by prohibiting, under pain of death and con-
fiscation, all serious quarrelling, whether by word or
writing. Other measures for the corrcction of abuses
and the reorganization of the affairs of the province
quickly followed, A now distribution of repartimien-
tos was ordered, and the conditions of military ser-
vice were regulatcd. Whoever had two thousand
Indians assigned to him must always be provided
with a double set of weapons and two horses, and be
ready to take the field at an hour’s notice. He who
had one thousand must possess a single set of arms
and one horse. The encomendero of five hundred
natives must be provided with a cross-bow or arque-
buse, and with sword and dagger, and must furnish a
horse if he could,

The laws existing in Guafemala as to the acquisi-
tion, tenure, and conveyance of land would, under a
proper administration, and in a territory rich as was
that province in natural resources, have assured pros-
perity to all but the unthrifty and improvident. Gold-
mining met with fair return, and notwithstanding the
ravages of wild beasts, the industries of stock-raising
and agriculture were successfully conducted.®

* “Fueron los atrassos grandes, los disgustos continuos, y las dissensiones,
de muches consequécias: que 4 no aplicar clficazes, y oportunos remedios el
Adelantade. .. pudiera ser, que ze huviera despollado lafierra.’ Vazquez, Chro-
rice de Goat., 156,

**Vazquez states that in 1531 horses had so multiplied that the cabildo
astigned the plaing between Escuintla and Maznqua asll)a.nds for brood-maves
End foals. Remesal relates that the increase of the herds was much retarded

Y the ravages of wild beasts, which destroyed the young animals, and not
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Though the settlors were few in number,™ the
were sufficient, when acting in councert, to hold the
natives in subjection. The citizens were for the mest
part required to do duty as soldiers in time of need,
None but citizens could ebtain a title to land; nor was
that title confirmed until after a long term of service;
nor ecould any acquire, cven by 1)111‘(-.11;150, more than
his due share of the public domain.®  But such wag
the mischief wrought by the wmulcadininistration of
Orduiia that most of the Spaniards were on the verge
of destitution.

On the 25th of September 1529 wo find that the
payment of debts was suspended for four months by
order of the cabildo, on the ground that the horses
and arms of the colonists would else be sold to others
and the services of their owncrs lost to the province,
Morcover the high price of all imported commodities
added greatly to the distress of the more impoverished
settlers. A dozen horseshoes sold for fifteen pesos, a
common saddle for fifty, and a cloth coat could not be
had for Jess than seventy pesos. The distance from
the confines of Guatemala to Mexico, whence all such
articles were obtained, was two hundred and seventy
leagnes. Two portions of the road, one of forty-five
and the other of sixty leagues, led through a wilder-
unfreguently cowy and mares, In Febroary 1532 grest destruction was
eaused by an enormous lion, whose hannt was the densely wooded slopes of
the Volcan de Agua. The loss of cattle was so great that the city offered &
bounty of 25 pesos de oro or 100 bushels of corn to any one who killed the
monster. In March a large party headed by Alvarade went forth to Long
for it, but their offorts were unsuccessful. He was finally killed by the herder
of the marcs, Remesal, MTist. Chyapa, 173; Album Mer., 417. Notwithetand-
ing the depredstions of wild animals, live-stack increased so rapidly thatin
1840 beef sold for thres cents a pound and mutton for four and five cents.

eﬂqcz, Mem. Guat,, i, 188, There are two competitors for the distinelion of
having first introduced horned cattle into Guatemala. According to Var
quez, the auditor Francisco de Zorilla imported stock at his own expense, fmd
had a feeding-ground for his herds assigned to him in 1530, Juarros ascribes
to Heetor de Barreda the honor of being the first importer, and to him wes
assigned in the distribution of lands & feeding-ground in the present Valle de
las Vacas, which received its name from the fact that he there established 5
stock-fa.rzg. Chronica de Grat., 162; Juarros, Guad., ii. 354.

*In 1529 the Eopula,tion of Santiago numbered only 150 according to the
records of the cabildo, Kemesal, Hist. Chyapa, 22; but in the neighborhood

were many settlers who had nof been enrolled as citizens.
# Nene were allowed to hold more than two caballerizs.
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ness impassable during the rainy rcason, except to
Trdians, on account of the swollen rivers and marshes,

During the remainder of the year 1530 few inci-
dents worthy of note occurred in the province. The
natives were frequently in revolt; but to deseribe cach
petty insurrection would be but tiresome repctition.
One Luis Moscoso was despatched with a hundred
and twenty men to the district beyond the Lempa,
and after pacifying the natives founded there a settle-
ment which Juarros declares to have been the town
of San Miguel.® Diego de Alvarado, at the head of
a hundred and seventy men, conducted an expedition
to Honduras and founded in the northern part of that
territory the town of San Jorge de Olancho,® but
owing to famine and misfortune in April of the follow-
ing year he was obliged to return with the shattered
remnant of his command in such sorry plight that he
was forced to ask the cabildo to reccive and provide
for them.

% Jnarros entertaing no deubt of this: in the first place because its loca.
tion exactly correzponds with that where Moscoso built his town; and see-
ondly, becauss there is no evidence that any Spanish town cxisted on the
other side of the Lempa previous to 1530, while the villa de San Mignel i
proved by the books of the cabildo of the eity of Guatemala, to have been in
cxistence in Juns 1531, Guaf., 1. 103. In BMay 1533 it is mentioned by
Alvarado in a letter to Charles V. Cartas, Squier’s MSS., xix, 7.

% Called by Juarros San Jorge de Qlanchito.



CHAPTER VIL

ALVABADO'S EXPEDITION TO PERU,
1631-1536.

SHIP-BUILDING IN GUATEMALA—ALVARADO PREPARES AN XPRDITION To THY
gproe IsLaNps—Butr TURNS HIS ATTENTION TOWARD PERU—(erostion
of THE TREASURY OFFicials—THE P1LoT FExxANDEZ BRriNes NEWS oF
ATARTALFA'S RANSOM —STRENGTH OF ALVARADG'S ARMAMENT—HT
LANDS AT Porrro Vieso--Faiivre oF nls Kxpeprrion—IIis Reromw
T0 GUATEMALA—NATIVE BEVOLTS DURING HIS ABSENCE—THE VISITADOR
MALDONADO ARRIVES AT SaNtlago—HE Finps No Favrr 1v THE Abk.
LANTADO—BOUT 18 AFTERWARDS ORDERED TO TaRE HI3 RESIDENCLA—
Avvarapo 18 HoNpURas.

Oxe of the first matters which engaged Alvarado’s
attention on his return to Santiago was the discovery
of a site adapted to ship-building, for he was now
resolved to carry out his intended voyage in search of
the Spice Islands. In accordance with the emperor's
instructions, he sent parties to explore the seaboard
for that purpose. At a distance of fifteen leagues
from the city, near the modern port of Istapa, a suit-
able spot was found, in the vicinity of which was an
abundant supply of excellent timber, and the work
was at once begun.

According to the terms of his commission from the
crown, his discoveries and conquests were limited to
the islands and mainland of that portion of the south
sca bordering on New Spain, and thence in a westerly
direction, and he was forbidden to form any settle-
went on a territory already assigned to others.! He
istar & gkl cusloaguse 1 i by e o i de S 0 1 Mo

Vapania, nuestdn en su parage; ¢ todas las que halldvedes hécia el Ponients
{122
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was a.ppointed governor and alguacil mayor for life,
apd until otherwise ordered was to be intrusted with
fall eivil, military, and Judicial powers over all new
lands which he might find, During the royal pleas-
ure he was also to receive a twelfth of all profits
which might in the future result from his explorations.
Whether the expedition was to be fitted out entirely
or only in part at the adelantado’s expense is a matter
not easily determined;® but in a letter to Charles V.
sent in 1582, whercin he states his intention to build
and equip a feet of twelve vessels and ralse a foree of
four hundred men, he declarcs that the cost of his
armament will exceed forty thousand castellanos, and
that this outlay will exhaust his private mecans. He
claims of course that he is thus expending all his
resources solely with his usual desire of serving the
cmperor, and avers that he has information of rich
islands near the coast from the discovery of which
his Majesty must derive great benefit.

While the construction of his fleet was yet in
progress, rumors of Pizarro’s conquest and of the fab-
ulous wealth which had fallen to his lot were noised
thronghout the province. Alvarado was not over-
scrupulous as to ways and means, as we well know.
Already he had proved false to him through whose
{riendship and favor he had been raised to his high
station; could he not now replenish his depleted purse,
and also win glory in the land of the incas? Vg'as it

délla, no sfendo en el parage de las tierras en que hoy hay proveyds goberna-
dores; ¢ asi mismo. . .podais descubrir cualgnier parte ge tierra firme, gue
hellaredes, por Ia dicha costs del Sur, hicia el Ponfents, que no se haya
hasta agora desewbierto, ni catre en los limites ¢ parage Norte-Sur, de la
terra quests dada en gobernacion 4 otrss personas.” Capitulacion, in Pacleco
and Cdrdenas, Col. Doc., xiv, 538-0,

. ! Herrers, dee, iv. lib. x. cap. xv.,and Remesal, Hist. Chyapa, 112, state that
In these preparations Alvaradoe was provided by the etnperor with a consid-
erablo amount of funds; but the ade]gntado in his official Jetters to the court,
I Cortas, Squier's MSS., xix. 1-4, 13-27, whils dwelling on the labor and
expense these preparations involved, makes no allusion to outside aid, JTtis
uot probable, however, that a man of Alvarado’s character would have fitted
aut this expedition purely from loyal motives or having in view only the
Egl;trzﬁi:ntmgency of the compensation to be derived from his twelfth of
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not better thus to employ his armament than go on 4
wild-goose chase for islands no one had cver yet secn?
And surely with a few ship-loads of Peruvian golg,
which it would not take lum long to gather, he could
serve his sovereign as well as with never a maraved;
in his treasury. [t was fortunate, it was indced proy-
idential, that now, when the fleet was almost ready,
and the men equipped and prepared to embark, this
princely quarry should have been started to the south
of him.

On the return of a vessel despatched for supplies to
Panam4 the reports of the immense trcasures discov-
ered in Peru were confirmed, and the enthusiasm
. knew no bounds. “Come,” said Alvarado to the colo-
nists, “come with me and I will make you so rich that
you may walk on bars of gold.”

Among Alvarado’s numerous enemies the most
powerful and active were the treasury officials of
Guatemala, who, though frequently divided among
themselves, were constant in their opposition to the
governor,  Already they had reported him to the
home government, charging him with neglect of duty,
with levying forced contributions, and with disobedi-
ence to the royal ordinances. They now addressed a
lettor to the emperor, informing him of Alvarades
designs, representing the evil consequences that must
ensue from an invasion of Pizarro’s territory, the dan-
ger of withdrawing from Guatemala so large a force
of Spaniards, and requesting that there be sent out to
the province some trustworthy person with power to
prevent the departure of all who held repartimientos
and to act as governor during the adelantado’s ab-
sence.  They also informed the andiencia of Mexico
of his purpose, and of the strength of his armament.
Though fully aware of these proceedings, Alvarado
gave no heed to them. He calmly continued his
preparations, informing the royal officials that Guate-
mala was too limited an area for his ambition, and that
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he must now seek elsewhere a wider field of action.
Meanwhile he would insurc the safety of the province
by putting on board his fleet all the principal caciques,
whom he had already secured for that purpose.

At thig juncturc came a mandate which even Al-
varado did not darc to disregard. It was an order
from the audiencia of Mexico forbidding him to sail
until he had received his final Instractions from the
emperor.® Though sorely vexed at this interference,
which he attributed to the machinations of Cortés, he
must nevertheless submit to further delay. He again
addressed a letter to Charles, asking permission to go
to the assistance of Pizarro, assuring him that, from
what he had learned of the diflicultics encountered
by that conqueror, he was convinced of his inability
to complete unaided the eonquest of Pern, In a pre-
vious despatch, wherein he had asked for his final
instructions, he prayed that they be granted as speedily
as possible. “Xor,” he says, “ after exhausting my
private means, I have contracted heavy debts in order
to save your Majesty all expense.” The fleet, he in-
forms him, is well provided with stores and provisions,
the force of men almost complete, and, the better to
insure the success of the cxpedition, he declares that
he will take command of it in person, leaving a suffi-
cient number of Spaniards in the province to guard
against any possible uprising of the natives. He con-
siders, however, that there 1s little danger of an out-
break, “for,” as he remarks with refreshing assurance,
“I have ever obeyed your Majesty’s orders regarding
the kind treatment of the Indians.”*

Meanwhile Alvarado had found it necessary to
remove his fleet for shelter to the bay of Fonseca,
whence he despatched Garcia Holguin with two ships
to Peru for the purpose of ascertaining the actnal

@ *Herrera, dec. iv. lib. x. cap. xv., and Remesal, Hist. Chyapa, 113, state
aﬁ ihe audiencia ordered the fitting-out of his expedition to be stopped.
Herrera, dec. iv. lib, x. cap. xv,; Remesal, Hist. Chyapa, 113,
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state of affairs and the nature of the country.® The
adelantado soon learned to his cost that the bay of
TFonseca was no securc haven, and after losing twe
of his vessels there during a heavy gale, sailed with
the remainder for Puerto dc la Poscsion in Nicaragua,
the modern Realejo.® While here awaiting the retum
of Holguin, he fell in with the pilot Juan Fernandes,
one who had long been engaged in fitting out vessels
for the trade between Nicaragua and Castilla del Oro,
While transacting business in Panamd, Fernandea
had listened to the marvellous stories of Pizarros
conquest, and journeying thence to Poru had there
conversed with men who had been present at the cap-
ture and ransom of Atahualpa. No wonder that the
tidings which the pilot now brought from the land of
the incas fired the imagination of these gold-loving
adventurers, More than 1,300,000 castellanos! Not
even the treasures of Montezuma had yielded sucha
harvest. If Pizarre, with his diminutive force, had
sccured such booty, what might not Alvarado now
hope for with his powerful fleet and veteran army!?
Neither king nor audiencia should now thwart his
purpose; nevertheless he mmst have ready some pre-
text for entering Pizarro’s territory, if indeed he could
not obtain permission. This was scon furnished by
Fernandez, who informed him that the province of
Quito, believed to be the principal depository of the
treasures of the incas, had never yet been visited by
Spaniards. It was no difficult matter for Alvarado
to persuade himsclf that this region lay without the
domain granted to Pizarro, and the self-interest of
Fernandesz, now appointed pilot of the expedition,
prompted him to encourage such a delasion.

b Alvarade, Carias, in Squier's MSS., xix, 13-27; Herrera, dec. v. lib, vi
cap. i. Ilerrera mentions but ono ship.

® Thero is no information, or none of value, as to the first settlement of
Realejo by the Spaniards. Herrers, deo. v, lil. vi. cap. i., states that Alvs-
rado was compelied, through lack of ships, to leave 200 men there. This may
lwve been tho origin of the colony. Purchas, 1625, spells the word Reulje;
Ogilby, 1671, Realejo; Dampier, 1598, Rialsja; Jefferys, 1776, Realejo, as oy
and oity. Cartog. Fac. Coast, MS., ii. 204, a.
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Soon after the arrival of the fleet in Nicaragua,
Holguin rejoined the adelantade at Puerto de la
Posesion and confirmed the statements of the pilot.
A year had almost elapsed since Alvarado despatehed
a letter to the emperor requesting his final orders,
but still no answer came, and his patience was well-
nigh exhausted. He had long since been compelled
to mortgage his private estate in order to mcet the
expense of maintaining his large force, and the cost
of his armament had been vastly increased during all
these weary months of waiting, the total outlay reach-
ing the sum of 180,000 pesos de oro.” Provisions were
becoming scarce; the vesscls were threatened with
destruction from the teredo; and his followers, begin-
ning to lose faith in the enterprise, were on the point
of desertion. At last a messenger arrived bringing
the long looked for despatches. The instructions made
no change in the original capitulation except in regard
to route. He was now authorized to explore the land
lying to the south of Pizarro’s territory, between the
thirtecenth and twentieth degrees of latitude.®

The fleet now numbered twelve sail, eight being
vessels of one hundred tons or more.” Three had been
built on the shore of Guatemala; several had been
purchased from the estate of Pedrarias Dévila; and
the remainder were procured from the colonists of

TREqual in purchasing power to more than a million and a half of dollars
at the present time,

8 Mvarado, Caria, in Squier's MS8S., xix. 1-4, writing to the emperor {rom
Puerto de 1 Posesion, January 18, 1534, saya: * Mi derrota serd conforme 4 la
mereed de V. M. y dende loa 13 hasta los 20 grados de la otra parte de la
Iinea descubriré todos los secretos de esta Mar Iy las Yslas, y Tierra firme, y
donde mas convenga conquistaté, y poblard.’ In view of this it ia singplar
that Zarite, in Barcia, iil,, ond those who copy him, are the only authorities
who conceds that Alvarado had any right to sail in a southerly direction.
Herrera, dec. v. lib. vi. cap. 1., Prescott, Cong. Pera, ii. 11, and others a_fﬁrm
that his capitulation reguired him to eail toward the west, and it is evident
that they did not see the letter mentioned in Squier's MSS,

? The number of vessels is variously stated. Herrera mentions 11; Te-
mesal, 10; Juarros, 8, Oviedo, 11, and Prescott, 12. The nutnber a.n_d tom-
nage given ahove are taken from the letter in Squier's MSS., mentioned in nute
18 hia wag written from Puerto de la Posesion ¢n the eve of deparure.
One golleon was of 300 tons, another of 160, a third of 150, and a fourth,
built by order of Pedrarias Ddvila in the gulf of Chira, was of 100 tons,
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Nicaragua.® His troops consisted chicfly of wel
tried soldiers. Many of them, weary of an inactive
life, or of the now tame and bootless warfare of the
conquered provinces, Werc enthusiastic over the pros-
pect of rencwing their deeds of conquest in a new
land of promise.

Among the many distinguished persons who took
part in the expedition were Gomez and Diego de
Alvarado, brothers of the adelantado, and Captain
Giarcilaso de la Vega, father of the future historian
of Pern. The total number was littlc short of three
thousand. Of these two hundred and seventy were
infantry, and two hundred and thirty cavalry, all well
equipped. The ships were manned by one hundred
and forty sailors, and on board the fleet were two
hundred negro slaves, and two thousand natives,
male and female. Experienced pilots were engaged,
the services of a bachiller were secured, and several
friars were added to the expedition, “in order,” says
Alvarado, “that through the influence of these holy
men our consciences may be cleared of guilt.” Final
preparations were then made for departure.

During the absence of Alvarado his brother Jorge
was again to be placed in charge of the province of

1 Alvarado ia charged with the seizure in Nicaragua of two vessels in
which & force of 200 men was about to be sent to the aid of Pizarro. This,
however, was most Yikely in the form of an appropriation with the consent of
the owners of the vessels. The adelantado in Carte, in Spuier’s MSS., xix.
13-27, denies this charge and forwarda vouchers fo prove, as he says, that
they were bought at the request of the owners and paid for to their entire
satisfaction. He adds however the saving clause, that, ‘even had they heen
seized, such an act waa justified by the importance of the underaking.’ This
letter also appears to have escaped Herrera's notice,

' In the estimate of the total Spanish force authors mainly agree, bat the
number of cavalry is variously stated, and even the official letters of Alvarado
are contradietory on this point. Herrera, dec. v. lib. vi. eap. i., gives 500 as
the total, of whom 227 were cavalry. Ovwiedo, iv. 240, mentions 600, with
240 cavalry, According to a legal investigation made in Guatemala in 1336
his whole foree was 500 and his cavalry 230, Informecion echa en Santigo
Bet. l?, 1536; and this is the estimate here adopted, Alvarade, Curin,
Squier's MSS., xix. 14, writing to the emperor a few days before his de-
parture from Puerto de la Posesion, states that he had 450 men incinding 260
horse, snd, & few weeks later, writing from Puerto Viejo to the governat of
Panarod, says that he set sail from Nicaragua with 500 men of whom 220
were cavalry.

;
:
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Cuatemala, and the cabildo of Santiago was enjoined
to preserve harmony, and to render due respect and
obedience to the lieutenant-governor. Ina final letter
to the emperor the adelantado, while repcating his
assurances of devotion to the crown, dwells on the
enormous expense of the c;cpeditiqn; but assurcs his
Majesty that it has been willingly incurred in view of
the vast importance of the undertaking, the success
of which he promises shall eclipse all previous achieve-
ments.  © God willing,” he writes, 1 set sail this very
day, and my course shall be in accordance with your
Majesty’s wishes.”

On the 23d of Janunary 1534 the largest and most
powerful armament that had hitherto been equipped
on the shores of the South Sea set sail from Puerto
de la Posesion, and the following month entered the
bay of Caraques, proceeding thence ten leagues farther
south to Puerto Viejo. The adelantado afterward
excused himself to the emperor for thus trespassing on
Pizarro’s territory by stating that contrary winds and
currents prevented his sailing further toward the south,
that the safety of his fleet was endangered, that lLis
supply of water was almost exhausted, and that uinety
of his horses had perished at sea.” His march across
the sierra, during which he lost a large portion of his
raen, the transfer of a part of his ships and his entire
force to Almagro and Benaledzar, the associates of
Pizarro, have already been mentioned in these pages.”
He had boasted that he would lead his army through
the province of Peru and drive Pizarro from the city
of Cuzco.® He was now glad to return to Guatemala
after disposing of his armament for a sum that barely
covered the cost of the fleet. To add to his mortifi-
cation he found on arriving at Santiago, at the begin-

%o ng'er's MES., xix, 7-14, i » full acecunt of Alvarade’s report to the

em}g;amr, ated May 12, 1383, after hisreturn from Peru.

» Chap. i., ‘this volume,
- I nfmaon contra dlyarado, in Pacheco and Cedrdenas, Col. Doc., x. 152-
238 Cuzeo lies slightly to the south of the thirteenth parallel, and was there-

fore in the territory assigned to the adelantado; but it is not probable that he
was aware of this fact,
HiaT ('"wur s2r Tar TF n
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ning of March 1535, that the silver bars given him iy
payment were one half copper.

No sooner had Alvarado sailed for Peru than the
natives in many portions of the provinee rose once
more in revolt. Bands of Cakehiquels, thirsting for
the blood of their oppressors, roamed over the central
sierra; in the districts of Sacapulas and Uspantan
seven Spaniards and numbers of their slaves and ger
vants werc murdered; the Indians on the southern
seaboard both of Guatemala and Salvador were in
open rebollion; and war and war's turmoil again pre-
vailed throughout the land. The struggle was brief
but desperale. Crushed though they had often been,
the dreadful sufferings of these unfortunate people
drove them to madness, and they fought with sullen
indifference to life, but with the usual result. In
January 1535 Gonzalo Ronquille was sent with a
sufficient force to quell the uwprising in Salvador; in
Guatemala the insurgents in district after district
were again compelled to taste the bitterness of hope-
less bondage; and by the time of the adelantadv’s
return resistance was well-nigh ended.

Notwithstanding the ignominious failure of hig ex-
pedition to Peru, the adelantado nt once began prepa-
rations for further schemes of conquest and discovery.
In a despatch to the India Council, dated November
1535, he states that he has three vessels ready for
sea and four others on the stocks, and that he has
sufficient men both for his ships and for land service.
“So many Spaniards,” he says, “ have returned from
Pern in reduced circumstances that, if the expedition
were only intended to furnish them with employment,
it would be doing his Majesty a service.”

Meanwhile the representations made to the emper-
or by the treasury officials had not been without effect
On the 20th of February 1534 a royal cédula was

S Alvarade, Carta, in Squier's MSS,, xix. 21,
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ssued ordering that a visitador be at once despatched
to Guatemala to examine into the condition of the
royal treasury and the affairs of the government and
church, and to hear complaints and rectify thom when
necessary. His authority fell short of that of a judge
of residencia. He could not interfere with the orEi-
nary jurisdiction of the governor or his lieutenant,
nor was even the audiencia of Mexico allowed to de-
cide In matters of graver import, but must apply for
instructions to the %ndia Council.

Thus 1t was that about the middle of the year
1535 the oidor, Alonao de Maldonado, armved at
Santiago, and publicly proclaiming in due form the
object of his visit, assigned fifty days as the limit of
the investigation. No complaints, however, either of
a ¢ivil or eriminal nature, were preferred against the
adelantado; and the visitador having rcported to the
royal council to that effect, returned to Mexico, the
former remarking with much inward satisfaction, not
unseasoned with a little venom, that the oidor had ac-
complished nothing by his visit.** But the emperor’s
ministers were not satisfied that justice had been
done; and Maldonado, being ordered in the following

185Y asi ¢} se volvid 4 la eibdad de Mexico sin hacer ¢osa ninguna.’ Al-
varade, Carta, in Squier's MSS,, xix. 17. This investigation was attended
with some eivcumstances diffienlt of explanation. Maldonado's official pro-
ceedings were anomalons, and were strictly neither those of a visitador nor
& juez de residencia. The king's decree mentioned in the text enjoined
sccreey 18 to the motives of his visit; yet he caused the object of his arrival
to bo publicly eried. The difference between a visita and residencia is as fol-
lows: The visita conld be made at any time by special commission of the
erown, but without suspending, in the exercise of his official duties, the per-
son whose conduct was to be investigated. The inquiry was strictly secret,
and the visitador had no power to pass sentence. His duty was to remit the
oviginal depositions to the India Council, by which tribunal julgment was
p&ssed; The residencia, on the other hand, was taken at the expiration of &
person’s term of office; the examination was public, and afforded every oppor-
tunity for defence. Jeazbulreta, Col. Doc., il pp. xxviil.—xxx, The secrecy of
witbiesses and won-interference with the aunthority of the person whose con-
d}uct was investigated were not always maintained, however, in the visita. In
%lat to which Viceroy Mendoza was subjected, in 1347, bis authority was at
Ir;t_ disregarded and the names of witnesses disclosed, Soldrzane, Politica
hn iumd, Lib. v. cap, x. It may be remarked that the chroniclers seem to
ave Leen quite unaware of this first visit of Maldonado in 1535, and only
‘f‘e‘ff‘“l his arrival in Guatemala 68 juez de residencia in 1536, 1t is, however,
t}l )'Su?stanma.ted by Alvarado’s letter above quoted. For a Mnll explana-
1on of he term ‘residencia,’ see Hist. Cent. Am., i. 250-1, this serics.
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October to take Alvarado’s residencia in strict form,
returned to Santiago, and on the 10th of May 1556
presented lis credentials to the cabildo and ook
charge of the government.

At the time of the oldor’s arrival the adelantade
was absent on an expedition to Ilonduras. The con-
dition of affairs in this provinee had now become so
distressful that, as will hercafter be related, the get-
tlers werce compelled to apply to him for aid. Nor
was the appeal disregarded.  Ie had for some time
been in correspondence, as to an exchange of territory,
with Trancisco de Montejo, who, though already
appointed governor of Honduras, was still residing in
Mexico. Could he but gain a foothold there, his
schemes for transcontinental commeree with the Spice
Islands might yet be realized. Nothing definite had
yet been determined; but now that e had an oppor-
tunity of rendering a service which would give him
almost a claim to the king’s consent to such an
arrangement, he did not hesitate to go to the relief
of the troubled province. There we shall hear of him
again, founding new scttlements and infusing fresh life
into a community that was on the very verge of dis-
solution.
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Wuen Pedro de Alvarado was laying waste the
fair province of Guatemala with fire and sword
during the early years of the conquest, he paid little
heed to the presence of the priestly order. Omne of
the friars, named Pontaz, of whom mention has be-
fore been made, took up his abode at Quezaltenango,
and there lived in security, instilling faith and hope
nto the native hcart,® while another, Juan de Torres,
for a time at least, labored in the vineyard under
less easy circumstances at Patinamit. The spiritual
wants of the Spaniards themselves were ministered
to by the army chaplains and parish priest. But the
clerical staff was not large enough to attend to the re-
ligious welfare even of the colonists. On the 5th of
November 1529, the cabildo of Guatemala represented
to the royal officers that half the colonists, being
usually enpaged in war, required the services of the
clergy during their campaigns, while the population
of the city at that time was such that two friars at
least ought to reside there. They requested, there-

! See Hist, Cent. Am., i, 638, this series.
{1331
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fore, that a suitable number of ceclesinstics and 4
sacristan be appointed with fixed salaries, and that the
necessary church furniture and ornaments be supplied,
This demand was made with some urgeney, and the
treasurer and auditor were given to understand that,
if it were not complied with, the tithes would be
retained and devoted to that purpose; whereupon his
Majesty’s officers declared that they were willing to
grant the tithes for the year then current, but that
future nccessities must be provided for in accordance
with the orders of the king.

The spiritual needs of the community werc partially
relieved by the arrival, in 1580, of the licentiate
Francisco Marroquin, who accempanied Alvarado on
his return to Guatemala during that ycar. A few
months later he was appointed to the benefice of
Santiago, and after he had taken the customary oaths
the eabildo assigned to him an annual salary of one
hundred and fifty pesos de oro per annum.

Of patrician birth, and possessing talents of no
common order, the licentiate gave promisc during his
early manhood of a useful and lLonorable career, and
not until in after years he had dwelt long among
communities where Just of power and greed for wealth
permeated all classes of society, did the darker phase
of his character appear. After receiving an educa-
tion befitting his rank and ability, he graduated as
professor of theology in the university of Osma, and
was ordained a priest. Meeting with Alvarado at the
court of Spain, he was so impressed with his glowing
descriptions of the marvels of the Now World that he
requested permission to accompany him on his retum
to Guatcmala. On arriving at Santiago he at once
assiduously applied himself to the study of the native
languages, and soon became especially proficient in the
Quiché tongue.? Marroquin’s appointment was con-

: Mar:roquin was a good Latin scholar and was the first toapply the systen
of studying that language to the Indian dialects. He translatéd the Cafholic
catechism into Quiché. Vazgues, Chroniea de Goet., 150,
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firmed by the bishop of Mexico, by whom he was also
made provisor and vicar gencral of the proviuce, and
cuch was the zeal and capacity with which he tended
the spiritual and material necds of his flock that in
1533 he was appointed by the emperor to the see of
Guatemala. In December of the following year his
appointment was confirmed by his holiness Paul 1112

The chicf anxiety of the newly appointed prelate
was to provide a sufficicnt number of ecclesiastics for
the requirements of his cxtensive diocese.  The secu-
lar priests residing in Guatemala at this period as we
have seen were Inadequate to the great work of con-
version which he contcmplated, and he felt the neces-
sity of aid from those of tho established orders.
Besides those who first came, a few friars had, indeed,
visited the provinee, but found there no abiding-place.*
In 1529, or possibly at an carher date, a convent was
founded near Santiago by the Dominican friar, Do-
mingo de Betanzos,® who travelled on foot from Mexico

3 Gopaaler Ddvile, Teatro Ecles., 1. 142, Torquemada mentions that
Pranciseo Jimenez, one of the 12 Franeiscans who first arrived in New Spain,
was appeinted the first bishop of Guatemaln, but declined the position * por
quedar en el estado humilde. . .de Fraile Menor,” iti. 445. Vauzqguez, quoling
o royel cédula dated May 24, 15331, proves that a bishop had been already
appointed at that date. Cheron. Goat., 30-7. According to Rernesal, the
emperor appeinted Domingo de Betanzos the first bishop, and as he could not
be induced to secept the ionnr, tha mitre was given to Marroquin at the
request of Alvarado. Flisl. Chyapa, 58-Y, In Nueve Espafia, flveve Iles.,
M3, 1. 351-76, is a copy of the bull confirming the bishop's appointment,
printed in Spanish and iatin.

* Vazquez relates that Fray Toribio Motolinia, mentioned by Torquemada
8 the sixth of the first 12 Franciscan missionaries, resided in Guatemala dur.
ing portions of 1528 and 1520; bub this is extremely doubtiul. According to
the former chronioler he preached and baptized at Quetzaltenango and Pati-
nemit in hoth liream. Chron, Goal,, 20-1; but there is conclusive evidence
that he was in Mexico some time during 1528 engaged in viclent opposition
to the audiencia. Santa Marta, Lettre, In Ternauz-Compans, Voy., série il
town, v. B2 et seq., and was also theve on the 15th of April 1529 ocenpicd in
the same contention, Procés-verbal, in /d., 104 et seq 1t is not very probable
that, during the interval, heshould have made a journey to Guatemala and as

azquez claims even to Niearagua. Consult also Ramirez, in Jeashalcefa,
Ool. Doe., i, pp. xlv.~elii, According to Torquemads, Toribio was sent to
Gu::tcma.la. in 1533 o found monasteries. iii. 450,

In 1527, according to Gonzalez Dévila, who states that a hospital was
fOun(li_zd ab tho same time. Peatro, Feles., 1. 140. Remesal, who is more to
ha re_hed on in this matter, gives 1599 as the date of Betanzos’ arrival in
Sa.n!;m.go, ?,nd says that he came at the raguest of Alvarado on his return from
Spein.” Hist, Chyapa, 15, 42-5.
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with a single companion. At the beginning of the fol-
lowing year however he was recalled, and as there
was no one of his order qualified by rank to take his
place he locked wp the building and intrusting the
keys to the padre Juan Godinez retraced his steps.

Thus Marroquin was left to contend almost alone
with the idolatry of the natives and the godlessness
of the colonists. The work was difficult and progress
slow. The settlers were too absorbed in other matters,
in house-building, gambling, and drinking, to give
rwuch heed to religion. The church was unattended,
the church rates werc unpaid, and the neglect became
so general that cventually laws were passed to enforec
due observance of religious rites. In May 1530 it
was publicly cried in the streets of Santiago that, by
order of the governor and the cabildo, all the artisans
of the city must, on the day of Corpus Christi, walk
in procession before the holy sacrament, as was cus-
tomary in Spain. The penalty for non-compliance was
fixed at thirty pesos, one haj’rf of the amount being
assigned to the church and the remainder to the city.
In February 1533 a law was passed making attendance
at divine service compulsory, every citizen being re-
quired to attend mass on Sunday, under penalty of
three days’ imprisonment or the payment of three pesos
de oro. This measure of course served but to widen
the breach between the bishop and his flock, and in
Junc of the same year we learn that the regidor
Antonio de Salazar stated to the cabildo, that there
were no means of paying Marroquin the stipend allot-
ted to him. Notwithstanding all discouragements,
however, he resolved that the settlers should not lack
for spiritual guidance.

At the beginning of the year 1536 Bartolomé de
Las Casas was residing at Leon, there engaged in a
vontroversy with Rodrigo de Contreras, the governor
of Nicaragua, the story of which will hereafter be
related.  In 1531 he had passed through Santiago on
his way to the South Sea, and Marroquin had then
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an opportunity of making the acquaintance of the
great apostle of the Indies. In common with the
more enlightened of the colenists he would fain bave
had him take up his abode in their midst, But Las
Casas was bound on one of his many missions of
mcrey, theugh his efforts were destined to prove futile.
He was journeying toward Peru, armed with a royal
cédula forbidding the conquerors in that land, and all
their followers, to deprive the natives of their liberty
under any pretext whatever. No entreaties could
induce him to abandon his undertaking, and embark-
ing at Realejo he reached his destination at the end
of the year. There, what man could do, he did; but
such were the political disturbances then prevailing
that his efforts were lost. Urged by members of his
own order, he reluctantly abandoned the field and
returned to Nicaragua.

To him the prelate now applied for aid, representing
the sore need of a larger force of ceclesiasties, and beg-
ging him to come to Santiago and reopen the deserted
convent. The invitation was accepted, and Las Casas
with his fellow Dominicans established their order
permanently in Guatemala.

But Marroquin was not yet satisfied. At this early
period In his career he was an enthusiast in the mis-
sionary cause, and he now resolved to go to Spain
and beg assistance of the emperor. DBut first he must
procecd to consecration, and on the 12th of January
1537 he set forth for Mexien, where, about two
months later, the ceremony, the first of the kind that
oceurred in the Indies, was conducted with due solem-
nity and splendor.®

'The bishop’s labors were now directed to the cleva-
tion of the parish church of Sentiago to cathedral
rank. He therefore proceeded to frame the constitu-
tion and complete the establishment of his diccese in

6 ‘{elebroge au consagracion con ostentisaimo aparato, asei por ser la
rimera g en Yndisa se hazia, como por la magnificencia del 8. Prineipe, que
{)e cinmagrd.’ Vasgues, Chron. Guat., 89,
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accordance with the commission granted to him b
Paul III. He prescribed that the dignitarics of the
church should include a dean, an archdeacon, a pre-
centor, a chancellor, and a treasurer. He established
ten canonries and six prebendarics. e defined the
chureh revenues; ordained that preferment to minor
benefices should be open to those born in the country,
whether of Spanish or native race, and that the
appointments to them should pertain to the bishop,
Divine services were to be celebrated in the manner
observed in the cathedral of Seville. Prebendaries
were to have a vote in the chapters, and thesc were
to be held on Tuesdays and ¥ridays. On Tuesdays
general church matters were to be discussed, and on
Fridays internal discipline was to be considered.”
When on the point of departing for Spain, the
bishop was advised by his friends that the journey
would be attended with great risk; for alrcady the
North Sea was infested with pirates, and a large
number of Spanish vessels had been captured by
French corsairs. Moreover the expenses he had in-
curred in Mexico had drawn heavily on his slender
purse, and he did not wish to return to his native
country wholly destitute of means. Resolving there-
fore to abandon his voyage, he forwarded his power
of attorney to Juan Galvarro, the procurador of San-
tiago at the court of Spain, instructing Lim to send to
Guatemala a number of ecclesiastics and to pay their
passage and outfit. He also addressed a letter to the
emperor,” informing him of the great need of mis-
stonarics, and stating that he had asked aid both from

" Remesal gives a copy of this constitution, which was signed, <Episcopva
Gvacteinalensis,”

* dyevalo, Col. Doe. Antig., 182-8; Marroquin al Emperador, in Carius de
Indius, 413-14, The bishop’s signature, in his letters addressed to the cm-
perer from 1337 te 1547, is different in slimost cvery letter, On May 10, 1537,
he signs himself ‘Episcopus Sancti Jacobi Huatemalensisy on August 15,
1:3¢, ‘Episcopus Cuahviemalensis;’ on August 10 and November 25, 1541,
‘Bpiscopus Cuacyvtemolensis;’ and on June &, 1545, and Beptember 20, 1547,
;]ﬁﬂg)iscopus Cuachutemallensis,” Cartas de Indias, 425, 428, 431, 433, 443,
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Vexico and Santo Domingo, but had reccived none,
although 3t had becn pronnsed.

During the carly part of the ycar Charles had al-
ready appointed the cathedral prebendaries.  Marro-
quin remarks that his Maje{sty wag somewhat hasty in
the matter, and not sufficicstly considerste toward
those who had o long shared with himself the labor
of supporting the chureh at Santiago. These, he de-
clares, it would be unreasonable for him to dismiss,
though he 1s at a loss to conjecture whenee the means
to support his diocesc would be derived. He well
knew the perversc temper of the colonists and their
antagonism to the cause of the chureh. Nevertheless
he forwarded to the cabildo a provision handed to him
by the viceroy Mendoza ordering the church tithes
which werc usually paid in kind to be delivered by the
natives direct to the ishop at places where their value
would be real and available® His mind was full of
doubt as to the manner in which this regulation would
be reccived by the cncomenderod. The tone of his
letter indicates misgiving, united with a rare spint of
self-negation, and he appears rather as o pleader than
as a claimant for his rights.® “You will pay,” he
says, “what is due in a proper manner; if not, I comn-
mand that no scandal be raised about it.”

Nor were his apprehcnsions unfounded. The set-
tlers in Guatemala were a stiff-necked people.  They
would not go to church, and they did not mtend that
the delivery of the tithes should cost them anything
if they could avoid it. They could not sparc their
Indians to carry the tithes a distance of many leagucs
to the places appointed. The bishop must send for
them, They and not the ecclesiastics had conquered
the province, and they did not see that either (zod or

® The tithcs, when paid in kind, were of liltie value unless delivered at
convenient places.  The king, therefore, issued a céduls ordering that they
be taken by the natives to the mines, ov some other suitable place, within a
radiug of 20 leagues around ench town. Mendome, Carta, in Pacheco and
Cérdenas, (ol. Doc., ii. 209, Florida, Col. Due,, 134,

12 8peaking of the provision, he says: * Recibers merced la reciban con
todo smor y voluntad.” drévalo, Col. Doc. Antig., 184
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the emperor had any clain npon it. The ecabildo
immediately appealed to the viceroy, and mectin
with no sympathy in that quarter a{]{lressed them-
gelves directly to the cmperor.” Their represents.
tions gained for them somc concessions, whereupon
they pressed the matter further and protested aganst
paying tithes at all. Though the bishop was now at
s loss whither to turn to obtain the means for carry-
ing out his various plans, he none the less labored
with unccasing perseverance,’ and on his return to
Guatemala, at the end of 1537, brought with him two
friars of the order of Merced, Juan Zambrano and
Marcos Perez Dardon.'

After the conquest of Mexico, certain members of
this order obtained tho royal permission to proceed to
the newly discovered countrics for certain charitable
purposes. When the subjugation was completed many
of them settled in towns bwlt by the Spaniards, but
no convent of their order existed in New Spain at
a very early date. To Bishop Marroquin they are
indebted for tho establishment of their first monastery
in North America. This was founded in 1537% af
Cindad Real in Chiapas, and in the following year
frailes Zambrano and Dardon organized a similar
institution in Santiago.

When, as will be hereafter told, the city of San-
tiago was almost destroyed by inundation in 1541,
the friars of La Merced, then six in number, werc

1 Aydvalo, Col, Doc. Antig., 14,

% The bishop's humility and pardonable boastfulness are sometimen a little
striking. Speaking of the provision for the delivery of the tithes, he says:
‘Sino se pierde por mis deméritos, que creo no pierde, pues trabajo mas que
los demis perludos, que en estas indias al presente residen.’ fdf., 154,

! During the earlier period of the Spanish conquests in America this order
took no active part. A few individuals, however, found their way to the pew
world, among whom was Bartolomé de Olmedo, who accompanied Cortés to
Mexico. Remexal, Flist. Chyapu., 149,

"On March 17, 1538, according to Gonzalez, Ddvila, Trafro Fvles., 1. 144.
Remesal stutes that the convent was not formally organized until a year or
two later, and quotes an entry in the books of the cabildo dated the 1Zth of
Angust 1538, from which it appears that certain citizens wished 1o assistin
th-_a building and furnishing of a convent and church for the use of the order.
Hist. Chyape, 148, There is some doubt as to the exact date.
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compelled for a time to remain amid the ruins of the
deserted city, for such was the indifference of the set-
tlers that no land was assigned to them in the site
afterward chosen. Finally, through the efforts of the
bishop, an allotment was granted, and in the erection
of their new convent they were greatly assisted by
the Dominicans, who subsequently transferred to
them scveral of the Indian towns under their charge.
From this time they increased in number, gradually
extended the field of their labors in Guatemala, and
having districts assigned them by the bishop were
enabled in after ycars to found convents in various
parts of the country.”

In the church of their order at Santiago was an
image of Our Lady of La Merced, for which miracu-
lous properties were claimed.  The story as related
in documents in the archives of the convent is as
follows: Asa westward-bound vessel was about to sail
from the port of Santa Maria in Spain, a person
dressed in the garb of a traveller approached the
captain, and placing in his hands a closed box charged
him to deliver it unopened to the superior of the con-
vent in Guatemala. The aspect and bearing of the
man impressed the seaman, and he faithfully dis-
charged the commission. On receiving the casket,
the superior carried it to the church, accompanied by
the friars, and having opened it in: their presence, the
sacred effigy was disclosed. Great was their rejoic-
ing at this unexpected boon; but their happiness was
complete when they marked the divine serenity of
the countenance, and perceived that an exquisite fra-
grance was exhaled from the holy image. Trelong one
of their number noticed that from a wound in the right
side a strange flnid oozed. Divine manifestation was
recognized, and many of the afflicted were cured of
their diseases by the application of the ichor.

'S Remesal, TTist, Chyapa, 147-9; Corzaler Davila, Peatro Eeles., 1. 144-8;

Baeamilla, Noli-ina Curiosts, MB,, 12; fylexias y Conventos de Mex., 283,
" Juarros, Guat., i, 850.
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Domingo Juarres way be considered the leading Guatemalan historian of
modern timea. e was born in the ofd city of Guatciaala in 1752, and (ied
in 1820. TIle wrote very fuily on the subjugalion of Lis country by the con.
querors.  Although his werk i called the history of Guutemals city, it gives
in reality We bistory of all Central America, and provilus lists of 21l prom;.
nent officials, eivil and ecelesiastical, and biographical siwtices of leading men,
whether soldiers, priests, or rulers. Fhe fest voluiwe treats of geography,
settlemiorts, church matters, and the history of (ruatewalds city.  The second
iz devoted to the ancient records of the country, its couquest and settlement,
The suthor was a seenlar presbyter and synodal examiner, and quite ap
able and intelligent man.  ILis connection with the clevzy and his rank mave
him aocess to botly ecclesinstical documents and povervment records. His
work fs full and clear, and digplays consideralile research, but un fortunately
he follows Fuentes too closely, and this latter aunthor's parliality to the con-
guerors renders him too Lisgsed o he faithful as an listovian, Yot Juarros
frequontly displays compassiou for the Indiaus, is alwayy reudy to retract an
error when he detects himself making oue, and i ever eautivns against dog-
matic assertion.  He draws largzely from Remesal and Vazguez, and quotes
several other of the carlior authorities; but strangely enough, while mentine-
ing the manuseripts of Gonzalo de Alvarade and Dernal Diaz, and of writers
in the Quiché, Cukehignel, and Pipil tougacs, he does notallude to Alvarado’s
letters tu Cortés.  This omission, and Lis nuerons direct disagreerents with
Alvarado’s own statvments, lead to the inference that neither Juarros ner
Fucptes consulted these Jdespatehes.  Juarros' work Is remarkably free from
church bias, Thongh a priest he censurca unduoe zeal or earclessness on the
part of friars. Miracles reccive attention, however, and so do stories of
gianta and other marvels. His arvangement with regard o the order of
cvents s had, and the want of logical sequence gives the work an appear
anes of incompleteness, The first edition was pnblished in Guatemala by
Tron Tgnaeio Detela, and the two volumes appeared vespectively in 1808 and
1818. A later issue was published in the same city in 1857, J. Paily trans.
lated tbe first publication into Lnglisl, in a elightly alvidged form, which
was issned in London by Juhn Hearne in 1823, In this edition omissions and
innecuracies may be noticed.

Francisco Vazquee, the author of the Chronica de lo Provincia del Santis-
gimn Nobre de Jesws de Grutemula, was & friar of the Franeiscan ovder, rotired
lecturer, ealificador del Santo Oficig, aud synodal examiner in the diocese of
Guatemala. His work was published in the city of Guatemala in 1714, and
according to the title-page and preface there was, or was to have been, s second
volume, consisiing of two hooks, the existing ove containing three. 'This
work, which is rare, although mainly devoted to chronicling petty details of the
labors of obscure friars, throws much light wpon the early history of Guate-
mala during the connquest and subsequently down to the cnd of the sixteenth
century. The awthor, having had access to the eity archives at the emly
date at which he wrote, was able to avail himself of documents which have
since disappeared. Fortunately he quotes such evidence freguently, thus
enabling the historian to establish historiea] facts which otherwise, in the face
of conflicting assertions of chroniclers unsupported by evidence, he would be



FRANCISCO VAZQUEZ. 143

ghable to do. Vazquez has undoubtediy borrowed much material from Re.
mesal, giving him little or no eredit, while he mercilessly exposes his real or
spposed errors. The jealousy which existed between the Franciscan and
Dominican crders was the cause of this unfuirncss, In his opening decls-
laration the author protests that, when he applics terms of praise to uny who
figure in his hiatory, he {s but giving the eommon and general estimation. This
will hardly apply fo his adulation of Alvaradoe and other conquerors, and
bis eager defence of theiractions, It is not easy to find in the old chroniclers,
clerical or seeniar, an uncompromiziog champion of their eonduct, in face of
thereliable and varied evidence of the cruelties practised by them. In defence
of the conquerors he asserts that the vices and cruelties of a few wore attrib-
uted fo all; and without one symptom of feeling for the natives, maintains
that their refugal to receive the faith was the cause of the incessant warfare.
On this subject he writes: * It causes me much pain, disgust, and afllietion to
read some books which attempt, with artificial piety, to persuade us that the
Indizns were innocent and inoffensive lambs, and that the Christianas wera
cruel furies, it being certain that these races while in 2 condition of paganism
were greater butehers than bloed-thirsty wolves, more crucl than lamie, har-
pies, and infernal furies, and, were it not for subjection and fear, they would
neither have become Christians por now remain so." 23-32, The matter con-
tained in his work is badly arranged; the sentences drawn out to a puzzling
length, a fault which, in addition to a lack of proper punctuation, repders tha
recital of facts frequently confusing. Information of the neighboring provinces
can, in a Jess degres, be obtained from this volume.
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Waeny Saleedo set out for the Freshwater Sea,
hoping to gain possession of the province of Nica-
ragua~—an expedition which, it will be remembered,
resulted only in his humiliation and imprisoment'—his
lieutenant, Francisco de Cisneros, left in charge of the
government with a force entirely insufficient to uphold
his anthority, was overpowered by his encmies, and
for a time anarchy prevailed throughout Honduras.
Captain Diego Mendez de Hinostrosa, despatched by
Salcedo from Leon to quell the rebellion, succeeded in
restoring order, but only for a time. Before many
months had elapsed Diego Mendez was placed under
arrest and the regidor Vasco de Herrera appointed in
his stead. The new ruler, of whom it is related that,
being guilty of sedition, he had fled from Spain to avoid
punishment, soon gave the settlers cause to repent of

! Bee Hist, Cent. Am., L. 606, this series.
{144 )



RIVAL CLAIMAXNTS, 145

their choice. Ilis first undertaking was to orpanize
a raid to the Olancho Valley, where without cause or
pretext he made war on the caciques, kidnapped and
pranded their subjeets, and returned with three ship-
loads of slaves.

In February 1529 Salcedo returned to Trujille.
Before his departure from Nicaragua he had sent his
nephew to Spain, to justify before the emperor his con-
duet in the dispute with Pedrarias, but was answered
only by a severe reprimand for his cruel treatment
of the natives.? Shattercd in health and broken in
spirit, he did not venture to depose the usurper from
office, and contented himself with merely ordering the
release of Dieoo Mendez, who at once lodged a crimi-
nal complaint against Herrera and his accomplices.
Salcedo endeavoring to please both parties pronounced
the arrest of the former illegal, but inflicted no pun-
ishment on the wrong-doers. Herrera thereupon
appealed to the andiencia of Panamd, and Diego Men-
dez awaited an opportunity for revenge, declaring
himself meanwhile to be hugely disgusted with the
governor’s pusillanimity.

To appease the popular discontent the governor
promised to conduct the settlers to the Naco Valley,
where rich gold-mines were believed to exist. The
expedition was delayed as long as possible, for he had
nothing to gain by such an undertaking; but at length
moved by the clamor of the colonists and the warning
of his spies, who informed him that the people were
again ripe for revolt, he ordered preparations to be
made. One hundred and twenty foot and sixty horse
with a number of natives sufficient for working the
mines were soon in readiness to embark, with instruc-
tions to sail for Puerto de Caballog, and thence proceed
inland a distance of twenty lcagues to their destina-
tion. The jenrney was to be accomplished as far as
possible by sea in order that the natives might be

* Balcedo brought with him to Trujillo 200 slaves: of these 102 were

branded in the face, Testimonio, Pacheco and Cdrdenas, Col. Doc., xiv. 70-T.
Hiet. CENT, AM. Vor. II. 10
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spared the fatigue of a long overland march, and,
to create the impression that they were no lenger to
be maltreated, orders were given that the branding-
irons be destroyed. But before Salcedo had time to
give further proof of his humane intentions, his death
oceurred at Trujillo on the 3d of January 1530,° and
the proposed expedition was deferred.

There were now three rival claimants for the gov-
ernorship—the treasurer Andrés de Cereceda, who
a few months before the governor’s decease had been
neminated as his suceessor, and also appointed guardian
to his infant son; Ilerrera, who, though he held no
valid claim to the office,® had the support of the regi-
dores; and finally Diego Mendez, who urged that the
authority conferred on him by Salcedo at Leon had
never yet been legally revoked. Cereceda, knowing
that he had the good wishes of all peaceably disposed
eolonists, demanded his recognition from the cabildo,
but was strcnuously opposed by Herrera and his
faction. Adfter much wrangling it was finally agreed
to submit the maktter to arbitration; and it was decided
that the two should rule conjointly, with the condition
that the latter should hold the keys of the royal
treasury. Arrangements were alse made for a parti-
tion of the late governor’s property; and each bound
himself by oath not to lay his cause belore the author-
ities in Spain. Meanwhile Diego Mendez was silenced
with threats of decath and confiscation of property.®

Thus for a time a truce was declared between the
rival factions; but Cereceda had necither the firmness
nor the capacity to oppose his colleague, and soon

*It is stated that Salcedo’s death wag caused by a zore cu one of his lags,
and by the rongh treatment received while imprisoned at Leon; but his friends
ms?cutcd that he had been poisoned. Herrera, dec. iv, lib. vii. cap. i,

The only document which Herrera could prodiee in sappert of his elaim
was a memorandum without date, signature, or witness. The appointment
of Cerecedn, on the other hand, was signed by Salcedo und atiested by 12
witnesses, Cerezedn, Carta, in Squier’s A58, xx. 8-3. Beealso Griedo, iii. 1092,

8 Diego Mender had already been waylaid doring the night and severely
woundeg ot the entrance of his honze.  He would %:a.\re been killed liad not

some of his {riends come to his assistance. Cerezeda, Corfa, in Squier's MSS.,
*X. 4, §; Cviedo, iil, 193,
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submitted in all things {o his will.  Even in the dis-
tribution of the slaves which belonged of rght to
Saleedo’s son,® Herrera demanded tor himself the
Lion’s share, and compelled the child’s guardian not
only to eonsent, but 1o take oath that he would not
report the matter to the emperor” Each, however,
feared that the other might secretly despateh letters
to Spain. A ship then happened to be lying at Tru-
Jillo ready for seca, and Cereceda, suspecting that his
rival would send despatches, ordered all her canvas
to be withdrawn, He was outwitted, however, by
his more astute colleague, for a caravel which arrived
in port during the same night was seized by unknown
persons, and her sails transferred to the other vessel,
which immediately set sail for Spain. Cereceda,
openly charged the trick upon Herrera, who of ceurse
indignantly denied it. The event proved thut the
ship carried letters from the cabildo, recommnending
Herrcra's appointment as sole ruler, together with a
missive from Herrera himself, in which he claimed
that he had rendered good service to the crown and
had only admitted a coﬁeague in order to prevent dis-
cord and riot. Morcover he represented the affairs
of the province in a most favorable light, stating that
the mines were exceedingly rich and asking for ships
and supplies with which to complete the cxploration
of the territory and more fully develop its resources.

The proposed expedition had meanwhile been de-
spatched to the Naco Valley, and a settlement founded
there named Nuestra Sefiora de la Encarnacion. A
party of sixty men, under the command of Captain

& Tt was claimed that a portion of the repartimientos belonging to the late

governor bad been unlawfully appropriated, and was therefore liable to con-

sestion, Svon afterward the boy dicd, and his entire inheritance was divided
umong certain of the officials. Owiedo, it 193 . \

t Cereceda afterward cxcused himnself by saying that he had given his con-
sent in order to preserve peace in the province. © Consentlque se les diess lo
que no les diera si fuera solo haciendo lo que era razon; higelo nplo por eosc-
gallos 1 que no alteragen ¢ amotynasen Ja tierra,’ in order to gain tune until
the king should definitely determine upon a new governor, (erezeda, Carta,
in Squier's MSS., xx. 5, 6.
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Alonso Ortiz, had also taken possession of the valley
of Jutigalpa,some twelve leagucs distant frpm Trujille,
a region of which the governor remarks in his lebter
that “ there is no river or ravine where gold does not
abound.”® The natives of the latter district gathered
their crops, and romoving all their provisions fled to
the mountains, there to await the effect of starva.
tion on the Spaniards. Ortiz, however, sent messen-
gers assuring them that he came not {o make war but
to scttle peaceably in their midst, and by kind treat-
ment induced them to return to their habitations, thus
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affording one of those rare instances where the com-
mander of a military expedition forbore to enslave or
plunder the natives who fell into his power.
Although Herrera and his partisans now held
almost undisputed control at Trujillo, they werc far
from being satisfied with the situation. They well
knew that their old enemy, Diego Mendez, was await-
ing revenge; while Cereceda, though quietly watching
the course of events, was ready for action when the
proper moment should arrive. Their greed for wealth
and lust of power had brought them into disrepute

* Herrera, dec. iv, lib. vii, cap, iii.
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among all the colonists, except those of their own
faction, and ¢ven certain members of the cabildo were
numbered among their cnemies. Fearing that the
settlers would break out into open revolt, ITerrera
proposed to abandon Trujillo and establish elsewhere in
the province a new and independent colony.  Cereceda,
knowing that such a measure would be fatal to the
prosperity of the scttlement, strove to provent it by
encouraging intermarriage between the families of the
rival cliques and dividing among them a portion of
the slaves which had fallen to his share at the divi-
sion of Salcedo’s property.’

A revolt which oceurred about a year afterward,
among the tribe of the cacique Peyzacura, afforded
Herrera an opportunity to carry out his intention.
The Indians of this district were employed in working
certain mines not far distant from Trujillo, and had
long endured their bondage without murmur, but the
rigor of their taskmasters, who, “with one foot in the
stirrup,” as Oviedo tells us, “ready to abandon the
province,” cared only to enrich themsclves as speedily
as possible, at length drove them to rebellion. Sev-
eral Spapiards were murdered, and as the insurrec-
tion goon spread through the adjoining territory, it
became necessary to despatch a strong armed force to
restore order. An expedition was prepared of which
Herrera insisted on taking charge, inviting his asso-
ciates, and all others who were inclined to join him,
to enroll themselves under his command. A feeling
of discontent and unrost pervaded the community,
and many of the leading colonists gathering together
their effects cast in their lot with the governor. But
~Instead of marching against the hostile natives he led
his followers to the territory of a friendly chieftain,

®The morality of the colonists appears to have heen somewhat more lax
herenbout than wsual.  In commenting ¢n the conduct of Herrera and other
offieiala Cereceda says: ‘ Tenlan ocupadas guatroe casas de casados deste pueblo
i (F-‘le con infamia pablica i pesar los maridos los comportavan, sin yo ser parte
4 lo remediar con palubras i amenazas, porque lo demas por el mayor dano se
esclsava,’ Carte, in Squier's MSS., xx. 7.
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and there for several months they wasted their time
and substance in revelry and ostentatious dis[)]ay,
leaving Trujillo unprotected and the rebels unpun-
ished.

Meauwhile Diego Mendez had not been idle. Soon
after Herrera’s departure it chanced that Cereceda
was called away from Trujillo, and taking Eld\?a.ntage
of the absence of both governors he prescated himself
before the cabildo, and demanded that some mecans e
devised for protecting the provinee againgt the evil
effect of their divided authority. Dotk rulers werc
notified of this mcasure on their return to the settle-
ment.  Cereceda gave no heed to the matter, knowing
that it was not intended to affect Limself, but Herrers,
at once accused his old adversary of plotting against
him, and induced the cabildo to forbid him, under paia
of death, to make a second appeal. But Diego Men-
dez had already won over many of the most powertul
adhercnts of his oppenent, and resolved on yet more
decisive action. IHaving regained the certificate as
lieutenant-governor, which had been given to him by
Saleedo, and taken from him vpon his arrest at Tru-
jillo,** he boldly appeared a second time before the
cabildo, and claimed recognition of his office. Her-
rera now caused sentence of death to be pronounced
against his rival, who thereupon took refuge in the
church, After some attempt at negotiation, which
terminated only in mutual abuse, the governor threat-
ened to disregard the right of sanctuary, and eject
him by force.

But the administration of Vaseo de Herrera was
drawing to a close. By promise of reward to those who
should join his cause, Diego Mendez had sceured the
alliance of at least forty of the citizens of Trujillo,
while the former could muster but twenty or thirty
men, most of his followers being engaged i quelling

o Ihc ce'rtiﬁca,ta was originally taken from Mendez by the eabildo, and
deposited with the Notary Carraseo, who, being an enemy to Herrers, waa

enzily indueced to return it to its owner. Cerezedn, Caria, in Squier's MSS,
iX. 15-18. Bee also CGuiedo, iil, 198,
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an Indian revolt in the Olancho Valley. None felt
secure g0 Jong as the governor was alive, and they
resolsed to assassinate him.  Within the walls of the
churcl: the conspirators met 1‘_)y night to arrange their
plans, and on a Sunday cvening, the 8th of October
1531, about two hours after sunsct, rushed into the
ublic square, and began shouting their vivas., Cere-
eeda, who as yet had no information of the plot, was
at his own dwolling in consultation with certain of the
fiiars, as to the best moans of restoring harmony in
i{he province and reuniting the several factions. On
hearing the noise they scized their arms and, hasten-
ing to the plaza, were met with eries of “Long live
the king and lis chicl-justice who comes this way.”
Forcing a passage through the crowd they beheld
Herrern lying wounded from a dagger-thrust in his
side, while round his neck the rabble had fastenced a
rope, for the purpose of dragging him through the
streets.  The governor and his companions bore him
to a place of safety; but he was beyond human aid,
and 1n a few hours he hreathed lis last within the
walls of the sanctuary from which he had threatened
to drag forth his rival to execution. The mob was
then ordered to disperse, but refused to obey, shout-
ing “Long live the king and the community.”
Finding himself unable to coutrol the rioters, who
now began to show signs of hostility toward himself,
Cereceda made his escape, though with much diffi-
culty, and attempted to regain his house; but was in-
tereepted by Dicgo Mendez, who, armed with lance
and dagger, demanded Lis own recognition as lieuten-
ant-governor. He refused to listen to him, whereupon
the latter, who was on horseback, barred his passage
and insisted on explaining that he had conspired not
aganst his lawful ruler, but against a tyrant, who had
usurped his office and defied the law. As he still re-
fused to give any satisfactory answer, Mendesz, being
surrounded by a throng of rioters, began to assume
a threatening attitude. Now, for the first time dur-
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ing his administration, Cercceda displayed a little
firmness, and still refused to grant to the assassin the
office which he claimed at the point of the dagger,
Many of the by-standers then urged that Cereceda be
at once put to death in order tc_) a.voi(_fl all future dan-
gor. Seceing that his life was in peril, he replied to
Diego Mendez, “What T request of you, sir, and I ask
it as a favor, is that you let the matter rest until to-
morrow, that it may be decided what is best to be
done for the interests of his Majesty.” Ile was then
allowed to retire to his dwelling.

The leader of the revoit construed this vague an-
swer into & full concession of his authority, and array-
ing himself in the habiliments of the man whose corpse
lay yct warm in the church of Trujillo, he paraded the
streets at the head of his ruffian gang, and on the fol-
lowing day, over the grave of his murdered victim,
bid defiance to the governor, telling him to discharge
the members of the cabildo and appoint reliable men
in thoir place. Fearing to provoke an attack by
gathering an armed force around him, Cereccda re-
turncd to his house, accompanied by a single friend.
During the night he sent a letter to Diego Diaz, a
brother of Vasco de Herrera, then engaged in quell-
ing the insurrection in the Olancho Va,%ley, informing
him of what had transpired, bdt in language so care-
fully worded that, if his letter were intercepted by
his enemies, they would find nothing on which to base
a charge against him, The usurper meanwhile threat-
ened to hang all who refused to obey him, and summon-
ing into his prescnce the caciques of the tribes which
had been enslaved by Herrera, demanded their sub-
mission.

On the following day Cereceda ordered the cabildo
to assemble in secret at his own residence, in order
to devise, if possible, some means of bridging over the
present crisis. None could offer any practicable
suggestion; but it was remarked by one of the
regidores that, since Diego Mendez refused to obey
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the governor, 1t would be udvi’sable that Cereceda
should accept the office of lieutenant-governor.t
While yet in scssion, the chief of the conspiratars,
informed by bis spics that the cabildo had been con-
vened, presented himself at the hecad of an armed
band and demanded admittance. The governor had
not courage to refuse, and the meeting soon afterward
broke up, having accomplished nothing.

Dicgo Mendez now unfolded the royal standard in
the public square, and compelled the people to swear
allegiance to him as their lawful ruler. e declared
all the edicts issued by Herrera and Cereceda since
the death of Salcedo illegal, and enjoined the latter
from cxercising authority. He dissolved the cabildo,
appointed new members from the ranks of his own
partisans, obtained possession of all the books and
papers belonging to the municipality, and took the
oath of office. e then scized the register in which
the appointment of Salcedo and the nomination of
his successor had been recorded, imprisoned the royal
notary, and bid him, under threat of torture, declare
the latter appointment invalid; but to the eredit of
that official 1t is recorded that he persistently refused
compliance.  Finally he ordered the arrest of the
governor; but through the intervention of friends
allowed him to remain a prisoner at his own house,
in which, relicved of his shackles, the notary was also
confined. Such was the dread and anxicty of Cere-
ceda that, during bis captivity, which lasted thirty-
seven days, 1t 1s related that his hair and beard turned
from a glossy black to silvery white.

Before the arrival of Cereceda’s messenger, an
crussary despatched by Diego Mendez arrived at the

"1+ E ovo regidor que dixo, 6 temiendo al Diego Mendez, & porque le pares-

¢la ser conviniente 4 la repiblica, gue si no se pudiesse congertar en gue
Nedso sn teniente Diego Mendez, que 1o fuesse ¢l Cereceds dél, porque esso
elT& lo que convenia al servigio de Dios ¢ Qe Sus Magestades, ¢al bien é sosiego
e aquclla universidad € de la tierra. B porque algunos se riyeron desto,
replich nssi:  “Reysos ¢ parésgeos mal lo que he dicho? Pues asentadlo
ass1, escribano, que yo lo digo assi,”’ Guiedo, iii. 203,
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Olancho Valley and with little diffieulty persuaded
the followers of Diego Diaz, who were already disaf
focted toward thelr commander, to join the standard
of the usurper.  Finding himself thus descrted by hig
men, the latter at once returned to Trujillo, intending
to claim the right of sanctuary; but was arrested
while dismounting at the church door, by six armed
men stationed there for that purposc.

At length Cereceda and his officials, finding that
their pusillanimity was bringing them into general
disfavor, resolved to strike a decisive blow against
their common cnemy. Their partisans were secretly
assembled, and among them were found cighteen loyal
and resolute citizens, who swore to arrest the pretender
or die in lhe attempt. It was resolved that the effort
bemade at once, before thoseof theoppositefaction could
be apprised of it, and on the same night, after a sharp
struggle, in which half of the governor’s men were
wounded™ and one of their opponents killed, Diego
Mendez was captured, and on the following day sen-
tenced to be beheaded and quartered. Most of the
conspirators were then induced by offer of pardon to
return to their allegiance, but though their lives were
spared, they were punished by loss of office, 1mprison-
ment, or confiscation of property. Two of the leading
accomplices, who had been present at the assassina-
tion of Herrera® fled from the city, and with the
assistance of some of the natives made their escape to
a small island near the coast; but returning to Tru-
jillo some two months later, on hearing of Cereceda’s
clemency, took refuge in the church, whence they
were dragged forth to execution by order of the gov-
ernor, :

On receiving news of the seditious tumults which

12 Cerexeda, Carta, in Squier's M8S., xx, 39. Oviedo, iil. 207, says that

only sever were wounded. ‘Herrera, dec, v, lib. i, cap. x., mentions bus four.

' “Quo oran aquel Pedro Vidal, alguagil, que did la pubalada al Vasco do

Herrera ¢ le eché la soga al euello, con la que fué despues ahorcado el mal-

fechor; y el 23:;:'0 Alonse Vazquez, alealde ¢ capitan de [n guarda del firann.
, 1id. ,
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had so long vexed the scftlers of Honduras, the
ermperor appointed as ruder of the provinee Captain
Diego de Albitez, a veteran oflicer who had done good
service in many a hard-fought battle with Indians.
The pew governor urrived off the coast with two ves-
sels on the 20th of October 1532, but bis ships werc
driven on shore by a storm, when six leagues from
port, and thirty of t-_hosol on board were drowncd,
Albitez cscaped by swimming, but with the loss of all
his effects.  Assistance soon arrived from Trujillo;
and on the following day he was reccived and duly
recognized by the authorities amid the rojoicings of
the citizens who now hoped that tranquillity would be
restored. But the province was yet destined to
undergo a period of misrule; for nine days after his
arrival, the new governor, advanced in years, died
at Trojillo, Jeaving Cereceda still at the head of
affairs,

The fecling of dissatisfaction which had long pre-
vailed was intensificd by this new disastcr. Exag-
gerated reports of the great wealth of the neighboring
provinces had been nolsed abroad, and many of the
colonists now threatened to abandon the tcrritory,
hoping to better their fortunes elsewhers. Ior sev-
eral years they had been living in extreme discom-
fort, often bordering on destitution. They had neither
flour, 0il, wine, nor any other of the commodities
usually imported from Spain. For three yecars no
Spanish vessel had arrived at Trujillo. The men
were almost without clothing and the horses without
shoes. Many of the settlers had neither shirts nor
beds; and so great was the scarcity of all articles
requred for the eommon needs of life, that a sheet of
paper sold for a peso, and a needle was worth as
much*  To add to the distress of the Spaniards
epidemic diseases broke out among the Indians, spread-
g from house to house and from town to town, and

1 Ddvila, Relacion, in Pacheeo and Cdrdenas, Col. Doc,, xiv. 114-17. Sce
also Guiedo, 1it. 213,
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swept away at least one half of the native population 1
There was neither physician nor medicine; and though
the scttlers escaped the visitation, so great was {heir
loss in slaves that many were compelled to abandog
their usual avocations.

Tn order to distract the attention of the colonists
from their forlorn condition, Cereceda set about estaly-
lishing a settlement on the road to Nicaragua, with
view of opening communication between the two seas,
He despatched into the interior a company of sixty
men, with orders to halt, at a certain point, until joined
by himself with an additional force, His departure
was however delayed by the arrival of two messengers
from Alonso de Avila,” contador of Yucatan, who was
on his way to Trujillo, having been obliged to flee
with the remnant of his band from a settlement
which he had formed in the interior of that provinee.
On the arrival of the party at Trujillo, Cereceda
afforded them all the assistance in his power. He
then set forth to join the expedition awaiting him on
the road to Nicaragua. After proceeding but a short
distance he was overtaken by a messenger bringing
news of the arrival of two vessels from (%:uba, and of
the intention of Diego Diaz de Herrera to take this
opportunity of making his escape in company with
others at Trujillo.”

Cereceda returned in time to prevent the depopu-
lation of the city, but such was the general discontent
that the question of removal was untversally discussed
and the governor was at length competled to give up his
settlement. After much deliberation it was resolved
to depart for the Naco Valley, leaving at Trujillo a
garrison of fifty men. The remainder of the citizens,

1% ¢ Murieron mas de la mitad dellos, assi de los que servian 4 los chripsti-
anos en sug hagiendas, como de las naborias de casa.’ Oviedo, iil. 213,

8 Cerezedn, Carte, in Squier’s 318S., xxii, 50; Oviedo, i, 212. See alse
Hist, Mez., ii., this serica.
Y Herrera endeavored to persuade Avila to accompany him, and proceed
in quest of new discoveries. The latter, however, declined, and on the
Eelgl_r:ino of Cereceda was sent on with his men, by sea, to Yucatan, Oviede, 1Ll
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mustering in all about one hundred and thirty," Jeav-
ine with them a good supply of horses and live-stock,
se% forth on their march through the wilderness. On
reaching a spot where a river Hows through a narrow
defile, they found their passage obstructed by a barri-
cade crected by the cacique Cizimba, who thought
thus to prevent the invasion of his territory. The
natives were routed at the first onset, and those who
were taken captive suffered mutilation, their hands
being cut off, and were suspended with cords from their
necks. The Spaniards then pressed forward, suffering
many privations, though always buoyed up with the
hope of finding abundant stores of provisions on reach-
ing their destinution. But in this they were doomed
to disappointment, Arriving at Naco, wayworn and
famished, they found the place abandoned by all ex-
cept a few infirm natives unable to escape by reason of
illness. Ceroceda then put on the mask, and changing
his policy toward the natives, who throughout all that
country had fled at his approach, he strove to win
them back by kindness, and at length suceeeded in
cansing the rcturn of a number sufficient to plant a
considerable tract of land.®™ The harvest however
falled, and, being reduced to the last extremity, the
Spaniards were compelled to move to the foot of the
mountains, where they hoped to obtain food among
the natives who had fled there for refuge. Taking
their departure from Naco, therefore, they proceeded
to the province of Zula, where they founded a settle-
went which they named Buena Esperanza.®

Such was the position of affairs when, in the year
1535, Christéhal de la Cueva was sent by Jorge de
Alvarado, to discover a route to the northern coast
by means of which communication might be opened
between the provinee of Guatemala and Spain.  While

]': Oviedo,. iii_. 213, givea 180 as the number. .
tumargh% Qtulmlsta.n (Suinbistan?), Zolute, Zelimonga, and Zg}fl Indians re-

: but not those of Naco, Herrers, dec. v. lib. ix, cap. viii.

X w Dis‘tanf 23 leagues from Puerto de Caballos, 8 from Quinbistan, 7 from
a0, and 15 from Sen Gil de Buenavista, Hervers, dec. v. lib. ix. cap. viii.
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passing through the province of Zula, Cueva's mpep
were obacrved by a party of natives, who informeg
Cereceda of the prescnce of Spaniards in that vicinity,
The latter thereupon despatehed Juan Ruano, with'
small band, to demand of the intruders whence they
came, and by what authority they ventured within
his territory., The messenger was first met by the
advanced guard of twenty men under Juan de Avrévalo,
who informed him that his commander, with the main
force, was but two leagues behind, and that their object
was to search for the best route for a government road
from Guatemala to Puecrto de Caballos.

When Cueva was informed of the condition of the
colonists at Buena Esperanza, he requested an inter-
view with Cereceda, and proposed that the men of
Honduras should cosperate with him in his explora-
tions, promising in return to assist them in their min-
ing enterprises, and to protect them from the natives.
The governor gladly accepted this offer, and took com-
mand of a force composed of a portion of Cueva’s troops
together with all his own available men.® 1t was pro-
posed first to march against a powerful cacique, who
had for ten years held captive a Spanish woman,*and
after subduing him and demolishing his stockade, fo
explore the country in the neighborhood of Golfo
Dulce, and examine the harbors of San Gil de Buena-
vista and Puerto de Caballos, in conformity with his
mstructions.

But the time had not yet come when harmony was
to prevail in Honduras. Wars with the savages and
contentions among themselves had been the fate of
settlers in that territory from the beginning; and the
quarrelsome followers of Cereceda were little disposed
to join hands in peaceful fellowship with the members

.. 1 Cereceds was to be * captain of all the other captains.” Herrera, dec. v.
lib. ix, cap. ix., estimatea the strength of the combined forees at 80 soldiers,
Lbut this is manifestly an error.

* Herrera speaks of her as a native of Seville, and as having been cap-
tured by Cizimba, ¢ gue auia diez afios ~ tenia por muger,’ at the fime of the
massacre at Puerto de Caballos. dec. v. lib. ix. cap. ix,
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of a rival colony. Cueva was not satisfied to settle
o, Buena Espcranza, nor on the Golfo Dulee, nor af
Puorto de Caballos; but he wished to plant a colony
in the interior of Honduras, midway between the
two oceans, To this proposition Cereceda of course
raised objections. The other persisted, and being the
stronger, withdrew from the alliance and moved in-
land.  Thercupon Cercceda complained to the Tndia
Council, and beggod the arrest and exccution of Cueva
for trospass and violation of eontract. Ilo alse peti-
tioned the emperor for men, arms, ships, and flour, and
wine for sacramental purposes. He affirmed that
some of his men had not tasted salt for three months,
and Iay 1ll in comsequence. He requosted that the
king’s fifth of the product of the mincs should be
reduced to one tenth. He also asked that a boundary
line between Guatemala and Flonduras be established,
and that a road be opencd between the two scas, from
Puerto de Caballos to the bay of Fonseca, stating that
it would serve as well for the trade of San Salvador
and Niearagua, the distance being only fifty leagues,
and the ground favorable, requiring only that the trees
be eut away and the earth levelled in places. To this
Ftition of Cereceda the emperor and his council
istened with favor, and granted the greater part of
his requests.

Meanwhile the remanant of the Honduras colonists
who remained at Trujillo also clamored for an increase
of population, and for a governor. They claimed that
the ety posscssed a good harbor, and a dry and whole-
some situation; that rich mines lay undeveloped in its
viciniby,and that the soil wasfruitful and well watered.?

%103 que quedaron en la cindad de Truxille...sinificawan al Rey sus
necessidades, suplicanante, . . que no la olvidasse, pues no cra menos prove-
chosa, gue lus otras de las Indiag, por las muches minas que en ellz auia: ¥

uanto al sitio de la Cindad dezian, gue era muoy sano, enxuto, y ayroso, ¥
4¢ muy huenas aguas, . . Dezian gue no ania vezino que no tuuiesse en su casa
i huerto con todas las frutas de Castilla, que s¢ anian podido aucr, las
quales sa dauan muy bien, como naranjos, cidras, limones agrios y dulces,
%mnudos ¥ higueras, de las quales o siete mcses que se plitan, se cogia

fruta: d? melones y vhas, ¥ otras tenian abundancia.’ Herrcre, dec, v. lib.
1% eap, ix,
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They attribated their past misfortunes to bad govern-
ment, and charged Ccreceda with abandoning the
settlement without suflicient cause. They were now
so few in number, being reduced to thirty capable of
bearing arms, that they were in constant fear of attack
from the natives. Their stock of weapons consisted
of but twenty swords and fifteen pikes, the governor
having taken with him all the cross-bows and arque-
buses. As they were not in communication with
Mexico they requested to be placed under the juris-
diction of the audiencia of Ispafiola. They asked
moreover for two brigantines for the purpose of trading
with the Islands and also for one hundred negroes to
work their mines, for all of which they promised to pay
liberally. They promised that if a capable governor
were sent out to them in command of two hundred
men, they would establish a settlement mear the
Desaguadero and open the rich gold-mines which lay
in that vicinity. Finally the municipal council de-
elared that unless relieved within a year they would
disorganize the government and give the people liberty
to go whithersoever they might desire.

f the colonists of Honduras could barely sustain
themselves when united and living at Trujillo, it was
not to be expected that their condition would be im-
proved when divided and scattered throughout the
country. One good man, who could have held in
check the spirit of lawlessness, and have ruled the
factious populace with a determined hand; a man with
the principles and temper even of a Pedrarias, would
have given peace and prosperity to Honduras; but
internal dissensions, and finally open disruption, had
brought disaster upon all concermed, and had reduced
the people, both of Trujillo and Buena HEsperanza, to
the verge of ruin and starvation.

Humliating as it must have been, Andrés de Cere-
ceda was at last compelled to appeal for aid to Pedro
de Alvarado. TIn the petition which he drew up, he
craved protection from the natives, failing which, he
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feaved the depopulation of the whole provinee.  Dire
indeed were the necessities of the poople,® and the
adelantado was Desought “for the love of God and
their Majestics,” to come to their succor® The royal
treasurer, Diego Garcfa de Cldlis, was sent in com-
pany with Juan Ruano® to Santiago, where Alvarado
then restded, and representing to him the deplorable
condition of the people of Honduras, received assur-
ance of relief.  As soon as possible an armed foree
was assembled, consisting of Spaniards and friendly

Indians, and with the adelantado ab their head set

forth to the relief of Cereceda.®

During the delay whiclt occurred before the arrival
of Alvarado in Ilonduras, the scttlers who remained
at Bucna Esperanza, belng unable or unwilling to bear
their sufferings any longer, were on the point of
abandoning the colony, and on the 5th of May 1536

H Hervera says that affuira in the province were in o sad plight, for Cere-
ceda, ‘cuya erueldad exeedia o toda humana prudencia,’ had Iost all control
over lig men. dee. vi, lib, i, eap. ¥iil.  Montejo, who afterward beeame gov-
ernor of 1Tonduras, also speaks in very disparaging terms of Cereceda. ‘AR
the time be wos in Zula ond Naco he never moved two leagnes from his
abode,  OF the 27 er 29 towns in cxistence when he resched the conntry he
did not. leave a single one. 1o destroyed everything, cven the cattle aud
mareg.  The people he bronght away in irous, leaving some towns withont
#ingle inhabitant. e and his advisers, a priest named Juan Avila and a
verfain Jnan Ruano, had laid waste the best portion of Honduras.’ Hacheco
and Cdreenas, Col. Doe., 11, 240-1.

¥ *Quisicese soeorrer 4 los pobladores chripstinnes, que estaban cn Hon-
durag, en pagifiear la tierrs, ¢ (l(m* érden como no se acabassen de perder los
espafioles qua alli estaban.’ Owiedo, iil. 214,

“ Ovier{c», il 214, says that this ocenrred in 1533, Oelis himsell states
that Cereceda sent him to Cuntemals toward the end of 1533, or early in
1336, Cetmine de Guat., In Pocheco and Cuirdenos, Col. Hoe, xiv, f8-5;
wherens Hervern stutes that Celis went of his own nccord.  *lstas cosas
Hlegaron a termino que el Tesorero como huen minisiro sossegd la gente, con
prometer de yr a Guatemala & pediv soorro o don Pedro do Aluarado.’ dec.
vi. lib, i, eap, viil.

¥ Cane, {fonduras, in Pacheco and Ciirdenas, Col. Doc,, xiv. 290 et seq.,
Célis subseguently put in a clain for 800 caatellanos, for the subsistence of
lis party, and for horses employed daring the exploration of o road to Guate-
mala, On the 24th of October 1530 a judicinl investigation was Leld bufore
the alealde mayor, at Puerto de Cabollos, Lo ascertain whether the trewsurer
tad, as he claimed, discovered o road thence to Gaulemala, Soverpl witncsaes
were examinad, and all testified that Alonso Ortiz bad dizeovered and trav-
elled over tho road before Célis; that the latter when he passed on to Guate-
mala waa under no expense whatover, for his supplies were furnished hy
vthers. Celis, Cnmine, in Jd., xiv. 540-50. In Guatewnala he stopped at the
house of the king's treasurer, and was therefore under no expense. Juntijo,
in fd,, 1. 241. .

Iiter. CEXT. Am. VoL.IT. 11
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a formal meeting was held beforc the notary Bor
nardine de Cabrenas,® to take the wmatter under cop-
sideration. Cercceda, addressing the alealde and regj-
dores, stated that they were awarc of the condition
of affairs in the province, and of the tmpracticability
of holding it much longer, on account of the small
number of the Spanish colonists and the want of
supplies. He had thercfore, he said, despatched Diego
Gareia de Célis, the royal treasurer,to solicit aid from
the governor of Guatemala, and had also asked the
assistance of the emperor and of the audiencia of
Mexico. Seven months had elapsed since the depar-
ture of C¢lis, and nothing had been heard from him,
He demanded therefore, in the name of the crown,
their opinion as to what should be done. All present
recommended that the country be abandoned, and the
Spaniards allowed by the governor to proeced whither-
soever they pleased. To this Cercceda asscnted, and
orders were 1ssucd accordingly; the alcalde and regh-
doves ratifying and confirming the governor’s acts and
their own, in the presence of the notary.”

The resolution was at once carried into effect; but
within four days after leaving Buena Ksperanza the
colonists were met by Célis with a letter from Alva-
rado promising speedy relief. Had the envoy returned
but a single day later it is not improbable that Cere-

2 There were present, Andrés de Ceveceda, the alealde Alonso Ortiz, and
the regidores Bernarde de Cabranes, Juan Lopez de Gamboa, and Miguel
Carvein de Linan, Mendoze, Carta, in Pacheco and Cdrdenas, Col. Dor., xiv,
301-4,

® Mendoze, Carte, in Pacheco and Cdrdenas, Col. Doc., xiv. 3014, The
foregoing is the account given in Cereceda’s official repors to the viceroy of
Mexico. Herrera, however, gives guite a different version of ihe mutlur.
He states that the settlers, seeing tﬂl&t, after an ahsence of four months, the
treasnrer Célis did not return or send auny message, agreed o abandon the
place, Lomding their Indian servauts with what little effeets they had leit,
they proceeded on their way, after tying Cereceda and two of lis friends to
trees, becaunse ke forbade them to take away their slaves on the ground tlat
it was contrary to royal orders to carry them from one provinee Lo another,
although he himself Lad done so and had aliowed his friends the sume privi-
lege, But after marching a few leagues they fell in with men coming fram
Ginatenala, whereupon they returned to the settlement and made hiends
with the governor. dec. vi. lib. i eap. viik. In o letter fo Alvaralo duted

May 0, 1536, Cereceds says nothing about being tied toa trec, although he
complains of grose ill-treatment at he hands of the colonists.



CERECEDA'S COMPLAINTS, 163

coda would have lost his life, for he had become ex-
tromely unpopular among the men ()F‘Hondums. They
had indeed gone so far as to drive him from his home,
though through fear of the consequences they after-
ward recalled him.

His answer to the adelantado’s despatch shows the
detestation in which he was held by those whose duty
it was to obey him. “They expelled me,” he says,
“from my housc and from the settlement, although I
was not 1 a condition to rise from my bed, to which
I had been confined for days on account of a boil that
prevented my sitting down, except in a chair which
had been made spectally for my use, and then only for
ashort time. In spite of all this, they hustled me
out of my abode with the greatest coolness, ordering
me to go, unattended as I was, in the direction of the
coast, where they would provide me with an cscort to
Trujillo.  This was, however, only a pretext in order
to get rid of me, their object being to carry off as
slaves all the Tndians who had served in the district,
which they had attempted to do before procceding to
expel me from the village. TFearing they might kill
me, I made a virtue of neccssity, and abandoning
what few effects I had, proceeded to Naco. From
this place they soon recalled me, and T returned on
horseback, but with great difficulty, suffering so much
from my enforced ride that it will, I fear, be at least
three months before my health is redstablished.”

Cereceda and Célis were far from being on good
terms. The treasurer was suspected by the former of
a desire to supplant him, and perhaps not without
reason, as he had been appointed by the emperor, and
was next in rank to the governor. In his lctter to
Alvarado, Cereceda takes the opportunity of venting
his spleen agalnst the treasurer, He accuses him of
cadeavoring to produce the impression that he, and
he alone, had it in his power to procure for the ade-
Ianta_tdo the governorship of Honduras, and of taking
to himself the credit of being the only one having at
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heart the welfure of the country, and of being a fajth.
ful servitor of his Majesty. ““L3ut,” he continucg, iy
order that you may see that there are others why
desire the welfare of the province, I resign in your
favor the governorship with which I have been in-
trusted, believing that, in so deing, I am performing
a service to his Majesty.”

Alvarado,on his arrival, was well received by the set-
tlers, who were fain to believe that there were better
days in store for them. The astute Cereceda, secing
himself virtually without authority, again pressed him
to accept the governorship, so that the provinee might
not go to rain. By this artifice he hoped not only to
escape punishment, but to confirm the impression in
the adelantado’s mind that it was to him and not to
Célis that he was indebted for the offer. Alvarado
accepted the governor’s resignation, and assumed the
reins of power, to the great joy of the colonists, He
at once set about pacifying the country, sending out
a strong force, stationing guards at the mines, and
bringing the province info a condition of safety and
progperity. In the name of the crown, he assumed
the title of captain-general and chief-justice, and with-
out logs of time proceeded to establish new colonies.

He built at Puerto de Caballos the town of Sau
Juan, and on the site of the village of Thaloma, seven
leagues from this settlement, founded the city of San
Pedro de]l Puerto de Caballos, He determined the
limits of its jurisdiction and distributed among the
Spaniards the natives and native villages in its vicin-
ity.* Captain Juan de Chaves was ordered to explore
the province toward the south and west and to seloct
a favorable site on the proposed line of intercommu-
nication between Honduras and Guatemala. Aftera

Tt was intended to establish here a large settlement. The city wis
founded on the 26th of June 1536. The various officials were appotated,
sworn, and inducted into office. Bites for dwellings were assigned to the
alealdes, rogidores, and vecinos. The name of the town was not fd D
changed execept by the emyperor’s orders; and it was decreed that none ghould

reside elsewhere until the emperor’s pleasure was known., HMonduras, Fuudo:
eton, in Pacheco and Odrdenas, Col, Doe.. xvi. B30-8,
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toilsome journey he arrived ab a fertile and well
watered valley, where hc? established a scttlm}]ent,
naming it in token of his thankiulness “Gracias 4
Dios.”™

Bat while the adelantado was winning fresh laurcls
and gaining new adherents in Honduras, he was in-
formed that his residencia had been taken by the oidor
Maldonado, and soou afterward reccived an order from
the vieeroy instructing him to proceed to Spain and
appear before the throne, as his Majesty’s interests
would be thereby advanced.  This was unlooked for,
He had already petitioned the king for permission
to return for the purpose of fitting out an expedition
on a largo seale for South Sea explorations;™ a sum-
wons to appear at court, while his residencia was to
be taken durlug his absence, wade an intricate mat-
ter of 1. There was no alternative, however, but to
obey; and once more Alvarado sct out for Spain, first
addressing to the cabildo of Santiago a letter wherein
he states the rcasons for his departure, and remarks
that although le does not return to his native land
rich in gold, having spent all that he had gained dur-
ing his career in Mexico and Guatemeala, he has no
doubt that his services will recommend him to the
favor of the court.

*'This settlement wae distant from Comayagua 38 leagues and from Gua-
temala 106 lcagnes. Juarros, Guat,, i, 413 Hervera, dee. vi. lib, i. cap. viil.

¥ Abvaradn, Curte, in Syuder’s ASS., xix, 24.5, 28, In this letter Lo pro-
poses to the king to conduct a large expedition from Spain through the Stvaits
of Magellan tuto the South Sea, in which he believed there were many islands
and even suine continents.
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Tur sense of relief which was felt by all the ecolo-
nists of Nicaragua, when death at last put an end to
the administration of Pedrarias Ddvila, was of brief
duration. A new taskmaster soon held them in bond-
age almost as grievous as that of the great despot who
now lay buried in the church-vaults at Leon. I'ran-
cisco de Castaiieda, who then held office as contador,
and some months previous had been alealde mayor)
claimed that he was legally cntitled to the vacant
governorship? The cabildo knew of no valid objec-
tion, and upon Castafieda’s promise to rule with mod-

1‘A quien se enia dado el oficio de contador, y depuestole del de alealde
mayer, por los diferécias que trala ¢on Pedrarias.’ Jerrera, dee. iv, lib ix
cap. xv. Ovicdo, iv. 112, still speaks of him as ‘slealde mayor ¢ contador
when he takes charpe of the government,

1 +Que era de derechs, que quando dos personas que tenian poderes el
Rey, moria el vno, €l que quedaua sucedia Q.F otro,” Herrcra, dec. iv. 1. 1%
P, X 168)

{
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cration and fairness he was appointed and duly recog-
nized.®

Bofore & month had elapsed the colonists found
thetselves still doomed to oppression and misrule.
Without regard to the rights ol the settlers, and with
an effrontery equalled only by that of his predecessor,
the new tyrant refused to convene the cabildo excopt
at lopg Intervals, and then only to discuss matters
agrecable to his own wishes. The decision of pending
lawsuits was neglected; loans were demanded, and
thoze who refuscd to contribute were harassed so
wnmereifully that they abandoned their property and
fled the country, leaving their encomiendas to be con-
fiscated.!  Slave-bunting, with its attendant horrors,
was common throughout the province. Nonc were
forbidden to kidnap, nor was any limit placed on
thelr capture; the only restriction was that the
governor should receive a share. The king’s tithes
were fraudulently rented.®  Castaficda was even sus-
pected of making fraudulent entries in the beoks of
the treasurer Tobilla, whose death had rocently oc-
curredt; nor had he even given himsclf the trouble of
taking an inventory of the contents of the treasure-
chest,

At length certain of the regidores met in secret
council and petitioned the king to send them a judge
of residencia, stating that unless relief were afforded
the provinece would soon be depopulated.  Castafieda,
was presently informed of his danger, but gave no
heed to the warning. He had but one aim in life, to

? Herrera and Oviedo both state that atter the death of Pedrarias ‘quedo
en el cargo de la gobernagion el ligeneizdo Francisco de Castaiieda,” whereas
Andagoya, Nor., 30, says that ‘the Bishep Diego Alvarez Osorio succeeded
]?edraria,s as governor, but died a short time after e Lad assumed office, leav-
ing Castaiicda as his snceessor,’ This i3 undoubfedly an error.  The editors
of Daiws Bieg., in Cartas de Indias, 710, give as the date of Qsoric's death
the year 1534, which i3 also crroneous,  His decease oceurred in 1336, See
Las Cusas, Informacion, in Pucheeo and Ciirdenas, Col. Duc., vii, 127,

. *Ina few duys Castadeda had appropriated eight of them. Herrera, dec.
v lth, ix. eap. xv,

‘No podia dexar de aner fraude, pues los auia dado a raenosprecio, por

contemplaciones, y por cdseguir sus fincs.” Herrera, dee, iv. 1ib, ix, cap. xv,
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gather riches by whatever neans,® and th_is ohject he
pursued with uushaken purposce. The natives did not
regard the Spautards with g}"catcr dread than did the
Spaniards their chief wagistrate. Many of {hen
departed for the newly conquered regions of Pery,
and even the friars, who had faced the hardships of
the wilderness, and the peril of torture and death at
the hands of savages, were compelled to abandon their
abors.”

Until 1581 the viears of the church of Panami
held ccelesiastical jurisdiction over the provinee of
Nicaragna.® In that year Dicgo Alvarez Osorio, a
precentor of the cathedral of Panamd, holding the
title of Protector of the Indians, was appointed the
first bighop of Nicaragua. His clevation was due to
lis eminent services in the church and probably also
to the fact of his being, as Remesal remarks, “a
noble cavalier of the house of Astorga, learned, vir-
tuous, and prudent, with much experience in whole-
some government measurcs.”®  The prelate was or-
dered to found a Dominican convent at Leon, and
the treasurer was comtnanded to furnish the necessary
funds. The royal tithes which were formerly appro-
priated by the diocese of Panamd, were now to be in-

& <Hl qual se did fodo el recabdo quél pudo 4 enriquescerse; & pidolo bien
Lager, pues nio le quedd quien le fuesse a la mano,’ Gviedo, iv. 112

TAmong those wlho {cf'r. the pravince were Sebastinn de Tenaledzar and
Juan Fernandez, whe joined Pizarro on the Isthmus in Mareh 1531, Tn their
company wenb I'rancigeo Bobalilla, Juan de lag Varillas, and Gerdnimo Pon-
tevedra, friars of tho order of Merey, who figured in the conquest of Guate-
mala and Nicaragua. Nawarco, flefagion, in Col, Doe. Tadd., xxvi, 233

SDuring the Tief mle of Balcedo in Nicaragua, onc Macstre Rojas, a
patron of the church, jmprisoned the ex-treasurer Castillo on a chavge of
heresy, but the former held no jurisdiction in the case, and Rojas remained
in ¢confinement until the arrival of Pedrarias, accompanied by Fray Francisco
de Bohadilla, who was vested with the requisite authority {Jy the bishop of

_Panamé. His power was tranaferred to the bachiller Pedro Jravo, and from
bim fo Pedrarias, who tried the case, acquitted Castillo, and restored lim
to office. Sguier’s M5S., iv,

?Hist. Chyupa, 105, Tt appears that he was not a friar, being spoken of
as ' muy magnifico ¢ muy reverendo sefior D, Diego Alvarcz Osorio.” facheco
end Cdrdenas, Cof, Doc., vil. 116; see also Alcedo, iid. 522, who adds that be
was & native of America, though of what place is unknown;’ and Gonzale
Diviln, Teatro Eeles., 1. 233; Juarros, Hist, Guat., 1. 49,
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creased X and applied to the support of the churches
and hospitals of Nicaragua. )

Under the rule of Castaticda it was indeed difficult
to collech the tithes, the greater portion of them heing
stolen by his officials.  But a trae friend to humanity
and rohigion was now on his way to the province.
Bartolomé de las Casas)* after his earnest though in-
effectnal labors in Mexico, returned to Nicaragua 1n the
year 1532, and was received with open arms by Oso-
rio, who invited him to remain, and to aid hiw in estab-
lishing the Dominican convent, and also in his labors
ont behalf of the natives; but above all to use his au-
thority in putting an end to the malefeasance of Cas-
tafieda. Las Casas cheerfully consented. A convent
was founded ; residences were built for the friars; prep-
arations were made for the erection of a cathedral,
and converts by the thousands were guthered into the
fold. But neither threat nor persuasion had the least
influence on Castafieda, who had been trained in the
school of Pedrarias, and now bid falr to better his
instruction, Relief came at last. News arrived ab
Ieon that Rodrigo de Contreras had been appointed
governor of Nicarugua, and was now on his way to
the province. Castafieda thereupon gathered up Lis
stolen gains and fled to Peru; passed thence to Es-
pahola; was there arrested and sent to Spain; but death
closed his career before any earthly tribunal awarded
to him the meed of his iniquity.

Contreras was a noble cavalier of Segovia, and the
son-in-law of Pedrarias, whose danghter, Marfa de
Pefialosa, formerly betrothed to Vasco Nuiicz de
Balboa, now accompanied him to the province, to-
gether with her infant children, Hernando and Pedro.
His administration mects the hearty approval of

® New tithes wore o be levied on cocos, honey, wax, and flax, to provide
for the salary of the bishop, which was 500,000 maravedis, and the limits
of the new dicese were to be determined y estavian bien servidas las igle-

siasl,l’ Squiw"s_MSS., xxil, 109.
Tor previous mention of Las Casas see Hist. Cent, Am., 1. 2779, 284, 300,
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Oviedo; a refreshing circumstance, as it is the fipst
instance 1n which that historian SPD{L](S n pI‘El.iSE: of a
governor iu a Spanish [.31’0\4110@.“ H.is conduct is at
least in strong relief with t-h'a,t of lis @wo predoces-
sors, and apart from cer:tuu_l accpsatmns brough{;
against him by the ecclcsmstu:s,. \\-’1@11 whom he wag
ever at variance, the anunals of his time portray him
as a just and humane ruler. He at once began the
task of establishing law and order fu his territory, thus
gaining the confidence of the sctilers, and all traces
of ovil wrought by the absconder Castaieda were

speedily effaced.

The project for opening up communication with
the North Sea by way of Ll Desaguadcro, as the Riy
San Juan was then termed, and of taking possession
of the native towns on its banks, had long been dis-
cussed by the colonists. The new governor though
averse to such an enterprise was anxious to retain the
good-will of the people, and despatched to the court
of Spain Juan de Perea fo obtain the emperors
consent.

But the subjugation of the natives was too often
followed by their enslavement, and Las Casas was
still in the province™ laboring in his favorite cause.
In the pulpit, in the confossional, and in places of
public resort the pudre denounced the expedition. He
even threatened to refuse absolution to the veecinos
and soldiers should they dare to take part in it.'" The

" ‘En tante, desde gue Rodrigo de Contreras fud 4 aquella tierra estuve
exercitande su offivio, como Luen gobernardor, é tuvo en paz ¢ bucna fnstigia
atuellas tierras ¢ provinelas, que por Su Majestad le fuevon encomeudladas, &
procurande la conversion ¢ buen tractamiento e los indivs para que viniessen
5 conosger & Dios.” Gwieddo, iv, 113,

B A provision was ratified by the cmperor on the 20th of April 1537, and
containcd also permission to malke the conquest of the jslands in lakes Niea-
ragus and Managoa. Packeco and Cdrdenas, Colo Doe., xxil. 013-34.

!t Before the flight of Castaneda Las Cazas visited Lspanola whither Lie was
summoned to negotiate a treaty with the powerful ehief Burique. ke retyrned
once more to Realejo, and soon afterwanl attempted a second voyage to Pery,
Lut was driven back to port Ly stress of weather.

125ee the lengthy deposition taken in Leon by request of the governorbefore
Bishep Osorio, and concluded after the prelate’s death, before the lieutenant-
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colonists were sorely perplexed.  Las Casas undoubt-
edly Leld direct mstructions from the emperor which
justiﬁed his intcrfbron(?e, while the governor _ha,fl not
-of received the sanction of the crown. Whicli side
should they take? On the one hand was prospect of
gain, on the other the threatened ban of the church,

Contreras was resolved that the project should not
be thwarted by the intermeddling of a priest; but, on
setting out at the head of a band of fifty mern, Lc
found that his own officers would not obey him, for
they werc forbidden to plunder or maltreat the natives.
He was compelled therefore to return to Licon and
acknowledge himself defeated. Las Casas now used
all the weight of his influence to undermine the gov-
ernor’s authority,” while Contreras caused depositions
to be taken before Bishop Osorto with regard {o the
conduct of the padre. At this juncture the death of
the prelate solved the diffioulty. After losing bis
support Las Casas found himself unable to oppose,
single-handed, the authority of the governor, who still
had the tacit sympathy of most of the colonists. e
therefore determined to abandon a field where his
exertions were of little avail, and accepting an invita-
tion which it has already been stated was cxtended
to him by Francisco de Marroquin, bishop of Guate-
mala, to take charge of the convent of Santiago,
departed from Leon taking with him all the Domini-
canst
governor and alealde mayor licenciade Gregorio de Zeballos and the notary
Martin Mimbrefio. Many witnesses here testify to the persistent opposition
of las Casas, who was requested to accompany the expedition, Lut refused,
though he affered to go in command of 50 soldiers, to explore and make &
gsa,ceful coniuest of the territory in question. Las Casas, fuformacion, in

acheco and Cdrdenas, Cof. Doc., vil. 11646,
. 1 El Gouernador recibia informaciones, para prouar gue el padre escanda-
lizaus la gente, y alteraua la Prouincla.’ Lferrera, dec. vi. lib. i, cap. viii.

' Notwithstanding the controversy with Las Casas, the people of Leon,
and even antreras Limgelf, were unwilling o see their convent deserted. In
the depesitions already menotioned witnesses testify on the 23 of Angust
133G that ‘ dog meses, poco mas 6 menos tiempo, que fue anbes que los dichos
frailes dominicns se fuesen del monasterio de Sant Francisco desta cibdad.’
Las Cazas and his companions were asked to remain by the regidores ‘e otras

muchas personas desta cibdad,’ who made their request on behalf of the gov-
etnor.  They refused, bowever, and departed the same day. Las Casas, fifor-
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Tn 1537 certain of the ecclesiastics are again con-
nocted with the history of the provinee, but in g
manner not altogether consistent with the dignity of
their profession. \Vl}ile travelling through Nicara-
gua three years previously, Eray Ilas del Castille
heard strange rumnors concerning & voleano sitnated
near Lake Nicaragua, and known as El Infierno de
Masaya. In the crater at a depth of a hundred
fathoms was a molten lake incrusted with cinders,
through which fountains of fire sometimes rose far
above the surface,” lghting up the South Sea by
night, and plainly visible to mariners twenty leagues
from shore. Coneerning this spot a logend was related
to Oviedo during his residence in the province by the
aged cacique Lenderi, who had several times visited
the place in company with other chicftains of his
tribe. From the depths of the crater came forth to
ecommune with them in secret council a hag,” nude,
wrinkled, and hideous, with long sharp teeth, and
deep-sunken, flame-colored eyes. She was consulted
on all important matters, determined the question of
war or peace, and predicted the success or fallure of
every enterprise.  Before and after these consulia-
tions, were hurled into the crater human vietims who
submitted to their fate without a murmur.® When
macton, in Pacheco and Cdrdenas, Col. Doc., vii. 116-46. It iz evident that
this event oceurred aboub the wmonth of June 1336, Remesal, who is not
generally over-exaet in dates, says fhat Tas Cosas anvived in Guatemals * cosi
al fin del uliv de treynta y cineo.” Hist. Chyopa, 111, Why Helps, in bis Life
of Las Casas, 153, without venturing to give a correct date himself, should
boldly assert * Ierrers makes him go to €pain, and though he gives a wrong

dabf {1836) for this, yet the main statement may be true,’ I min at a loss to
explain,

¥ En medio dessa laguna ¢ metal selten ¢ revientan dos borbollones 6
mannderos muy grandes de ayuel wetal continumpents, sin ningun panto
cossar, 4 siempre estd ¢l wetal o Heor olli colorado ¢ descublerto, sin escoriag,”
On one occcasion the luva rose to the top, creating sueh intense heut that
}Vlt}'éiln g, league or more of the voleano all vegetation was destroyed. Cuied,
iv. 81-2.

Y0viedo was of the opinion that she must have been the devil; bus
whether the consort of Lis Satanic Majesty or the devil himself in femals
form he does nut say. 14 segund cn sus pinturas usan pintar al dinllo, ques
tan feo ¢ tan lleno de colas & cuernos ¢hocas ¢ otras visages, cumo nucsirod
gmtores Ly suclen pinter 4 Jos pids del arcangel Sanct Mignel 6 de} apdstol
wanct Bartolomd.” fhiede, iv. 75,

#91 quc antes ¢ despues nu dia ¢ dos que aquesto se higiesse, schaban alli
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{he Christluns made their appearauce the goniws ol
the Lurning pit denonoeed the intruders, threatening
not to show herself apam 8l they were driven from
the Iand, and as the natives were not strong enough
to expel them, she soon abandouced her voturies.

The worthy friar concluded that the molten wass
in the depths of the erater must be gold, or at least
silver, In a state of fusion. He was then travelling
toward Peru by order of his saperiors, but kept his
own counscl until two years later, whoen we hear of
his journcying on foot from Mexico, a distance of
more than four hundred leagues, iutent on exploring
the mysterious crater. Ho now took into his confi-
dence a Franciscan friar, Juan de Gandabo, and the
two agreed to impart the great sceret to a few of the
wealthier Spanish seftlers, in order to obtain means
for carrying out their project.  Ruwmor was soon rife
throughout the province. At Granada and Leon wen
assembled in the streets und plazas to diseuss the mat-
ter.  Some few conceded that I'ray Blas was probably
in the right. Others asserted with a credulous shrugy
that, the molten mass consisted of iron or of sulphur,
the latter theory being most in favor, from the fact
that specimens of native sulphur were common in the
vicinity. But while expounding, in the rcalms of the
Atahualpas and the Montezumas, the doctrines of him
who sent forth his diseiples without purse or scrip, the
ecclesiastic conld never banish from liis mind the con-
viction that providence had reserved this treasure for
him and his fellow-laborers,” and now after his long
and toilsome journey, he was not to be turned aside
from his purpose. The necessary implements were
secretly prepared.  Chains, pulleys, iron kettles, and
other apparatus were made ready in a native village
four leagues distant from the voleano. A huge der-
en sacrifigio un hombre & dos ¢ mds ¢ algunas mugeres ¢ wuchachos &

muchachas; & aquellos gue assi sacrificaban, yban de grado 4 tal suplieio.’
Oviedo, iv. T4,

¥ Callad, padre: que por ventura Dios no quiere que lo deseubran capi-
tanes ni personas ricas, sino pobres ¢ humillados.” Owiado, iv. 77.
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rick and a cage werc wanufactured by the {iary
own hands at a safe distance {rom the Spanish st
tlements,” and dragged up by natives to the wmouth
of the voleane. Guides were procurced, and It was
agreed that Iray Blas hin}self shpuhl first descend
into the pit in order to avoid all dispute as to right
of discovery. Should he return to the surface in
safety, his comrades wore to follow.  Stipulations
were made as to the division of the treasure, the
friar claiming for himself tho largest share, though
contributing nothing to the expense.

On the 13th of April 1538, the ccelesiastic aud
his comrades rise betimes, and after coniessing their
sins, attending mass, and partaking of a substantial
breakfast they climb the steep mountain side and stand
on the verge of the erater. Grasping in his loft Land
a flask of wine, in his right a crucifix, and gathering
up the skirts of his priestly robe, his head protected
by an iron cask, the daring friar takes his seat in the
cage, is suspended in mid-air, and slowly lowered into
the burning pit. The natives who are present flee in
terror, having no faith in his assertion that the cvil
genius of the fiery lake will vanish at the sight of
the cross. As he lands on the floor of the crater a
fragment of falling rock strikes his helmeot, causing
hin to drop on his knees and plant his cross with
trembling fingers in the haunted ground. Turning
lis eyes upward, after much groping and stumbling
among shelves of rock, he beholds the cage in which
he had descended swinging far overhead. Neverthe-
less his heart fails not.” Catching the guide-rope he
drags up his portly person to a spot from which he
can give the appointed signal, and at length is brought
unharmed to the surface.

e F‘ porque faliaba un cabrestante & no lo mandaban hager por no ser
descubiertos, el frayle 1o hico por su mano en el lugar ques dicho que cstaban
todos los otros aparejos.’ Oviedo, iv. 78,

* Two unsuccessinl attempta were made before this date, and some of the
frint’s associates, terrified by their fivst glimpae of the burning lake, abandoned
the enterprise. Oviedo, iv. 78,
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A few days later another attempt 15 wmade, and after
wuch difficnlty a small qua'ntlty pf the molten treasure
is brought to the sarface in an iron mortar, Repoits
of the great discovery spread through the neighbor-
ing settlements.  FTundreds of cager spectators gather
round the crater, but the adventurers keep their
coupsel. They take formal possession of the ground,
move their machincry that none may share the lmagi-
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nary prize, and for a time imagine themselves pos-
sessed of wealth which a thousand ships cannot carry.

Soon after the departure of the Dominicans, Con-
treras resolved to carry out the exploration of the
Desaguadero. Captain Diego Machuca,® a veteran

h :f In 1529, during bis residence in Nicaragua, Oviedo was the guest of Ma-
tt:} s, and speaks favorably of his conduct.. In company with hix host and
*e eacique Lenderi the chronicler explored a voleano, neav the Masaya, in the
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officer and onc whose humane disposition gave assar-
ance that the inhabitants of thie native towns would
not be maltreated, was placed in charge of {he expedi-
tion. Two ships were fitted out on Lake Nicaragyg
and a force of two hundred men (ollowed by land. rlj‘he
dangers encountered® during the voyage arc not re.
corded by the chroniclers of the age; but we Jearn that
the vesscls were borne in safety down the streamn,
passed thence to the North Sea, and sailed for Nowbre
de Dios.

News of their arrival was soon brought to Doctor
Robles, then governor of Tierra Firme, and with Lis
usual poliey this covetous ruler attempted to gather
for himself all the benefits of the enterprisc. The
men of Nicaragua were cast into prison, and an expe-
dition despatched under Frauncisco Gonzales do Bada-
joz to take possession of the territory on the banks
of the Desaguadero. After remaining in the provinee
for six months, during which time a fort was built and
treasure obtained to the value of 200,000 castellanos,
the invaders were driven out by Contreras, and their
leader sent back a prisoner to Panamd.® A second
expedition, despatched by Doctor Robles under com-
mand of Andrés Garavito, also failed of success.”

A brief period of comparative quiet now oceurs n
the history of Nicaragua, and for the first time the
inhabitants of onme province at lcast are satisfied

crater of which was a warm-water lnke, at about the same levet as the lave
which exciled the cupidity of Fray Dlas. The descent was difficult, but
Indian women managed to pass up and dovwn in ohtaining water, With vegard
to the depth of the lake Oviedo remarks: * Este la 20, 4 mi paresger ¢ assi lo
inzgan ofros) estd en el pesso ¢ hondura que estd el fuego quo dixe en ¢l pogo
del momte de Massays. . .io Jo hallan suelo por su mucha hondura.” Maehues,
a-ssigt.ed by his friends, furnished the funds needed for exploring the Desa
guadero,

#The principal rapids in the siream still bear the name of Machuca.
Squier's Nicarugua (od. 1836}, 1. 82, ,

¥ Mention is made of this expedition by Bstrada Ravago, whose narrative
of the affairs of the provinee, written in 1572, appears in Syuier’s 1SS, xiil, 4

# Aceording to Oviedo, Caravite must have made friends with Contreras,
for speaking o% the former he says that one day, while engaged in a game 0
‘eafias’ in the city of Leon, he suddendy fell dead from his horse, Hewas
one of those who took pavt in the enterprise which cost Vasco Nufiez de Bal-
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with their ruler. Nevertheless there exists among a
clique of factious adventur(_:mlan lundcrcurrent of iu-
feeling, fostered Ly the UUC]OSI{LSUCS., who soon begin
once more to interfere m the aflairs of the scitle-
wents.  After the passage in 1542 of the new code
of laws, of which mention 1s elsewhere made, Nica-
ragua is placed under the jurisdiction of the audiencia
of the Confines, and all who hold officc under the
crown are ordered to surrender thewr encomiendas.
The governor thereupon transfers his slaves to his
wife and children, and before the code goes into oper-
ation, sets forth fur Spain, to prevent, if possible, dis-
astrous results to big interests:; for in commen with
most of his fehow-rulers lus wealth consists mainly
of human chatiels.  Arriving at the Isthmus he finds
that secrct advices from Pedro de Alendavia, the
dean of Leon, have been sent to Panama recommend-
ing his arrcst, and he 1s compelled to continue his
journey as a prisoncr, The charges against him can-
not be of a serious pature; for although his old oppo-
nent, Las Casas, is still in Spain, rcady to testify
against him, we learn that he is soon released, and
retaining both office and property he returns in com-
pany with Vasco Nufiez Vela, landing in Tierra Firme
in January 1544.

Meanwhile Pedro de los Rios, the royal treasurer,®
and son-in-law of Contreras, has usurped the reins of
government, and commenced to persceute all whom
he knows to be hostile to his own party. Mendavia,
knowing that he may be the one to suffer most ab
the hands of Rios, determines to anticipate his meas-
ures, and proceeding to Granada, where he obtains

hoa his life, and botrayed him to Pedrarias, for which act of treachery his own
life was spared. Oviedo, iv. 58-0. According to Rdvano, Garavite's men, after
thczdea.th of their commander, sailed for Pern on their own responsibility,

. ®He held office for cleven years as treastrer, and o aring 21l that time it is
said that ha put nothing into the treasury. Sguier's 388, xxii, 144, 149. It
may be remarked, on the other hand, that the affairs of the province were in
?luCh 3 condition that little or ne reverme could be collected, Thers is no evi-
d:{lcoe r;lmt—. Rios was related 10 his namesake, the former governor of Castilla

Hier, Cnr, AM. Vou. IL. 12
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the support of the cabildo, imprisons Rios in the
convent.”  But the [ol lomug morning the cabildo
intimidated by the t.hl('ldt.‘: of Dofia Mar {a, the gov-
ernor’s wife, repent of their conduct and are prevailed
upon to issue an cdict calling upon all the scttlers,
under penalty of death and r-onhacmtlon to rise in
arms and demand the liberation of Rms, or, In case
of refusal, to tear dowu the convent. The warlike
deau 1s not prepared for this sudden change, but
nevertheless determines to resist, assuring his adher-
ents that all who way suffer death in this most Cliris-
tian cause will surely be admitted 1nto heaven. The
people throng the convent, and the friars arc soon
engaged In deadly sinife, duung which two of them,
togcthcr with four ]'l}mon arc mortally wounded.
Unable to withstand the attack, Mendavia at last re-
lents and sues for peace. A compromise is effected,
by which Rios binds himself not to injure the dean or
any of his party, cither then or at any future time,
whereupon the treasurer is released.  No sooner is he
outside the convent walls, however, than he forgets
his promise, and arrests, hangs, quarters, and exiles
indiseriminately.  The dean himself is put in irons
and sent to Spain, where for several years he is
kept a prisoner without trial®

When the news of these proceedings reached the
audiencia of Panamd, Diego de Pmeda was de-
spatched to Nicaragua as juez de comision, and with
such tact did he reconcile the disputes between the
two partics that order was quickly restored, and the
quarrcl between Rios and Mendavia was soon for-
gotten. A few months later Contreras arrived in the
provinee,™ but his sceret enemies were still at work,

1t is somwewhat, remarkable that the dean of a church could imprison a
royal treasurer, but soch | is the fact., ‘Le vino a prender. . .pidid favor a la
Ciadad de Granada donde o) rstava {Rios), lo prendis i metié en ¢l monasterio
de la Merced por ser casa de pledra.’. . Sguier’s AISS., xxii. 144,

30 0n May 20, 1543, he wrote from his prison to the cmperor: *Dos afisa

ue ¢stof prese, i mis bienes sin cuenta en manod do mis adversarics, Fa
g meses que me pusicron on osta careel arzobispal,” and asked to Le tried at
onee, and punishod oracquitted as the case might he, Squier's IS8, xxiL 148.
¥ 1t is probuble that Rios continued to govern until the return of Contre-
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and one of the first acts of the newly established
audiencia de los Coufines was Lo commission the oidor
Herrera to take bis residencia, and also that of the
treasurcer Rios.  Althougl the licentiate was ¢ver an
implacable foe to the governor and a stanch supporter
of the elerical faction, Lie appears to have discovered
nothing on which to hase any serious charges asainst
either of those officials, and' soon abandoned his in-
vestigation.®

A feud more bitter than that swhich was terminated
by the death of Bishop Osorio and the departure of
Las Casas now arose between the lay and ecclesias-
tical authorities. In (544 Tather Antouio de Val-
divieso was appointed to the vacant see of Nieara-
gna.®  Ilis appointment was duly confirmed by papal

't

bull, and in November of the following year he was
consecrated at Graclas & Dios by bishops Las Casas

raa. Soon afller the events just deseribed he Tost his life, probably during
some expadition into the intorior, as nothing is suid of him until July 15, 1543,
when bishop Valdivieso in onc of his letters o the king, says: ‘I asi han
muerto I e los Rios, Luia de Guevarn, i otros de menes coenta,’ Tnoa
subsequent veport this prelate again refers to *al difte Tuse P2 de los Rica,'
stating that tho tithes collected, and still due by him at bis death, had not
been recovered. Syuwier's MES., xxil. 100-10.

2 One Pedrg Garefa, it a communication to the emperor, dated Leon,
Januavy b, 1545, complaing that ‘la v de Contreras, Rios i su teniente Luis
de (Guevarn hecha por ¢l Lie, Herrera, ha sido scpmitada i sin fruto. Squder's
AFS8., xxii. 143; and when certain malecontents afterward demanded that
Ierrern be sent back to Leon to finish lis investigation, the answer came
from the awdiencia *que no habia lugar quel dicho Licenciado volviese 4 cata
tierra,” Piecheco and Curdenas, Col. Doc., vilo 571

12 Dgoile, Trafro Eeles., i. 233, Valdivicag was p native of Villzhermoesa,
and the son of Antonio de Valdivieso and Catalina Alvavez Culvente. He
beeawme o Dominican in the convent of San Pablo, Birges, of which he was
an inmate when the emperor ealied bimn to the bishopricof Nicaragua. Dring
Biog., in Cartas de fudias, 857, and Col. Dore. fucd. 1 117; Herrera, dee. vii
Lib. vi. cap. vi., states that he was made Lishop ‘por muerte del obispo Men-
dauia,’ referring to dean Mendavia, but Rios would not have dared to send
him a prisoner to Spain had he been a bishop. To whom Valdiviese refers
whern, while speaking of hirnself as being the second bishop concentrated in
Nicaragua, he remarks; ‘Fue gl 19 anteeesor qua murié a 40 diag que lego a
la ticrra,’ Sgwier’s ASS., xxil. 123, it is finpossible to determine.  The firat
hishop, Osorie, was appointed in 1331, and digd in 1536, That ancther pre-
Yate was chosen before Valdivieso is nowhere recorded. It i3 probable, Lhow-
ever, that he alludes to Fray Juaw de Artcara, bishop clect for Chiapas, who,
when L:s Casas first refused that appointment, lefi Spain on February 15,
1541, and died at Puebla the same year, soon after his arrival, Reinesal, flist.
Chyapa, 202,
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of Chiapas, Marroquin of Guatemala, and Pedraza of
Honduras. The prelate, who professed to be an
enthusiastic admirer of the great apostle of the
Indics, insisted that the new code should be enforced,
and sparcd no effort to rescuc the natives from
bondage, incurring by his policy such determined
opposition from the governor and his officials that he
deemed it best for his own personal safety to take up
his residence at Granada rather than at Leon.

From the day of Valdivieso's arrival to the down-
fall of the governor some three years later, the history
of the province contains little else than a serics o
mutual recriminations and intrigues. The colonists
with a few exceptions favored the cause of the gov-
ernor, declaring that “they wanted no prelate except
to say mass, and preach to suit their fancy;” and when
the bishop threatened to cstablish an Inquisition in
Nicaragua he was menaced with assassination.®

The complaints against Contreras appear to have
been due mainly fo the jealousy and self-interested
motives of the ceclesiastical faction. His conduct had
borne the serutiny of the inquisition and of the audi-
encia. Notwithstanding the provisions of the new
code he had beeu allowed to retain his encomiendas.
Lven his enamies could not accuse him of maltreating
his slaves. It was not to be expected that he should
surrender to the bishop the power and property which
higher authority bad permitted him to retain; and yet
this scems to have been his chief cause of offence.
Though Valdivieso and the Dominican friars were
loud in their denunciations of those who held the
natives in bondage, they were themselves by no

H ‘Inquisicion no se ha de mentar en esta tierra, i en entrando en elle me
embiaron » decir oo sl entendia en cosa de Inguisicion o lo pensava, me
dartian do pufialadas.’ Sguier's M85, xxii. 146. On another vceasion, wlien
Fresident Maldovado and ihe oider Ramirez were ab Granada preparing an
expedition to Pere, the bishop refused to officiate in church becanse a person
wes present whom he had exeonunuuicated.  Hereupon Ramirez used insult-
ing langrenge, cuusing bim to retive from the church. Valdivieso’s conduct
ennged such ill-feeling that a mols afterward assembled in the street and thrext-
ened to Lhang him,
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means averse to holding property in slaves. They
were the proprietors of at least one Indian village in
Nicaragua, and when the right of ownership was
taken from them by the audiencia of the Confines,
they threatened to leave the province, and ccased not
from their clamor until their property was restored to
them.®  Tven the members of the audiencia, whose
special duty 1t was to enforee the observance of' these
new laws, had caused the cacique of Atitlan, and others
who had rendered assistance to the Spaniards in their
expeditions against Lacandon and Tezulutlan, to be
restored to thelr encomenderos, thus vielaling the
very spirit of the code: Tho president and ordores
even went so far us to express their opinion that to
place ihe Indians under control of the pricsts in
trust for the erown was a niost objectionable measure.
Slaves constituted the principal source of wealth
throughout the provinee, and without slave labor the
colonists would soon be reduced to beggary. Iiven
now they soffered extreme privation and were some-
times threatened with actual famine. The tribute
collected {rom the natives, which belonged by right to
the governor and his officials, was distributed among
the destitute settlers, but was found utterly inade-
quate for their maintenance.

The most serious accusation brought against Con-
treras, but one that rests on no sufficient cevidence, is
that he appropriated the estates of deceased enco-
menderos, leaving their wives anrd children destitute.
It was alleged that he and his family owned more
than one third of the provinee, and that the slaves
and territory of the entire district of Nicoya, which
were formerly divided among eleven different indi-
viduals, had passed into the hands of his wife, It was
afterward even laid to his charge that he had com-

5 The following quotation ia from o report of the audiencia at Gracing 4
Dios, dated December 30, 1545. *Los Dominicos de Nicaragua tenian un
pueble qne se les mando quiter por las Ordenanzas. Representaronnos que
8in el no podrian estar, i porque 1o se nugentasen ee lo dejamos, Tendrd 6]
pueblo 20 Indics,” Sguier's MSS,, xxii. 131,
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pelled the scttlers to take part in enterprises which
he himself had in fact only been led to sanction by
the clamor of the colonists or the urgency of the
occasion, as was the case in the exploration of the
Desaguadero and the expeditions against the forces
of Doctor Robles.™

Mecanwhile the oldor, Herrera, was sparing no effort
to insure the governov’s downfall, and with that pur-
POS@ sent 1’)1"i\-".’l.te l‘ep(]rts tG t].'le emperm‘ &Ild tlllc
council of the Indics. In onc of these™ he recom-
mended that no one should be allowed to rule who
possessed Incdians, cither in his own name or that of
lus wife, children, or servants, and that the govern-
ment be vested i the hands of a person whose duty
it should be to visit, at frequent intervals, every sct-
tlement in the provinee.  He also recommended that
the children of the caciques should be placed in con-
vents, there to be trained in the Christian faith, and
that the adult Indians should remain in their towns
for the same purpose.®  In short his objeet, like that
of Valdivieso, whose cause he never ceased to ad vocate,
was to place the entire native population under the
absolute contrul of the ceclesiastics.

In the Dbegimiing of the year 1547 the bishop
removed to Lieon, and no sooner had he done so than
the eabildo reported to the emperor ““the great trouble
they had in defending the royal jurisdiction on account
of the opposition of the bishop, who insulted and
maltreated the officers of justice, and held the laws
in contempt.”® It was even thought necessary to
gend to Spain one Antonio Zdrate to advocate their

* Y el Fiscal neio puesto acusacion contra Rodrigo de Contreras, porque
siendo gouernador de aquella provinein, selio diuersas vezes de su Gonernacion
con gente do pie y de canallo, ¥ fue a I parte de Costa rica, y al desaguadera,
y otrus tierrns comarcanas, adonde hizo grandes excessos, assi contra Caste-
llanos, como contra Indics.” Herrera, dec. vii, lib, vi. cap. vi.

8 Dated at Gracias & Dios, December 24, 1545, Squier’s M8H., xxii. 126,

% Herrera was actuated merely by selfish motives. He desived for Limself
the oflice of ruler, and it was fortunate for the provinee that Lie 2id not obtain
it; for wlhen in 148 his vesillencia was taken by the licentiate Corrato he was
proved to have been the most rapacious of all his eolleagues,

% Report, dated Granada, April 23, 1547, Sguier's 1SS, xxii, 48,
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cause, whereupen Valdivieso despatched to the counetl
of the Indics, some three weelis lator, o communica-
tion in which he accused him of being a fugitive
criminal, in order to destroy his influence at court.
He also sent secret advices to Bishop Torres of Pan-
amd, informing him of Zdratc’s purpose and recom-
mending his arrest.  The emissary was forewarned of
his danger, and managed to make good lis escape, but
it is not recorded that he was snccessful i accomplish-
ing the object of his mission.

‘T'he struggle which Contreras had so leng main-
taincd against the machinations of s foes was now
drawing to an end.  In the beginning of the year
1548, the licentiate Alonse Loper de Cerrato, fornierly
president of the audiencia i IEspanola, and uwow ap-
pointed to that of the Confines, arvived at Gracias 4
Dios. One of his first acts was to take the residencia
of the governor, whercupon finding that the trans-
fer of his encomiendas had been made after the pas-
sage of the new code, though before its publication in
the provinee,® he declared them confiscated.  Con-
treras at once repaired to Spaln to seck redress, and
for some time after his departure his cnemies were in
constant dread lest he should regain his authority and
return to take vengeance on his accusers. Thealealdes
and regidores of Leon, having now made peace with
the bishop, ordered their sceretary to prepare a list
of accusations against the departed governor,™ but
only one of their number had the courage to sign if,
each official fearing that his signature might afterward
cost him his life, It was even requested that the
catire family of the fallen ruler be recalled to Spain,
for of his sons Hernando and Pedro it was stated that
they had committed many excesses, and of his son-in-
law, Arias Gonzalo, the alouacil mayor, that he kept
a public gambling-house. Finally the decision of the

% The laws were published in Nicarapua in 1545.

¥ This report wos dated Leon, February 10, 1548. The principal

acecnsations contained therein ave mere repetitions of those already mentioned.
Bee Squier's MSY., xxii, 98-100.
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oidor was confirmed by the council of the Indies, and
Rodrigo de Contreras returned no more to Nicaragua.*®
His children, however, still rewained in the provines,
soon to figure as the leaders of a revolt which threat-
ened, for a time, the very existence of Spain’s do-
minion in the western world.

Although the ecclesiastics were held in little respect
by a majority of the Spaniards, there is sufficient
ovidence that they labored faithfully in their calling.
Wlien Fray Toribio de Motolinta came from Guate-
mala, in the year 1528, to join certain Flemish friars
then resident in Nicaragua, he founded at Granada
the convent of Concepeion,® and having a knowl-
odge of the native language, was successful in his
cfforts, giving special care to the baptisin and conver-
sion of children. His stay was of short duration; but
by others the work of christianizing the natives was
continued with vigor. Gil Gonzalez 1s said to have
baptized thirty-two thousand.* Hernandez and Sal-
cedo also baptized large numbers. Pedrarias, inasmuch
as this great work had been accomplished without
his intervention, affected contempt for such snmmary
methods of conversion, and ordered an investigation to
be made by IFrancisco de Bobadilla, a friar provincial
of the order of Merey, and by the public notary Bar-
tolomé Perez. Diligent search was made by these
officials, hut it was found that the barbarians had either
forgotten or never understood the truths of Christi-
anity, and Bobadilla was obliged to perform this holy

#2 Tfe prolably remained in Spain till 1554, as nothing further is recorded
of him until that year, when we hear of him as serving in Peru.  He finally
appears in the act of swearing allegiance to Philip I, in Lima on the 25tL of

uly 1337, Lates fiog., in Cartey de fudias, T42,

# Thig convent was subsequently occupied by Dominicans, as the Flemish
friars abandened it in 1531, trovelling in company with Fray Marcos de Nizg,
to Costa Rica, Peru, Tierra Firme, Espatiola, aud Mexico. Vezguez, Chron,
Guat., 21-2.  Juan de Gandabe, a Francisean triar, and one of the fivst thai
eamso te Nicaragua, was still in Granada in 1335, where he labored in company
with Fray I'rancisco de Aragon. The place and date of his death are unknown,
Notag, Datos, Biog., in Larins de Indias, 762,

M Gonwrles Ddvilg, in Teatro Eeles., i. 233.
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work anew. This friar baptized twenty-nine thousand
and sixty-three persons in the province of Nicaragua,
during a space of nine days,” and later, betwoen the
Ist of September 1538 ond the 5th of Marcl 1539,
fifty-two thousand five hundred and fifty-cight were
baptized, though, as Oviedo says, “by no means could
they be called couverted.”

On the 2uth of August 1540, Hernando de Alva-
rado aud Fray Juan de Padilla started from Granada
toward the South Sea by way of Coiba,*® and were
everywhere well received.  When crosses were crected
the natives adorned them with roses, and Lrought
offerings of whatever they valued most. Some years
later ¥ray Lorenzo de Beanvenida and thirty others
left Yucatan for the province of Costa Rica® to
continue the work of conversion in those parts, and
many may have fallen victims to their pious zeal, 1
may mention the sad fate of the martyr IFray Juan
Pizarro.  While laboring n one of the most remote
districts of Niearagua, he was scized by drunken sav-
ages during the celebration of one of their feasts,
dmggcd over the rocks, beaten till he was ahnost lifc-
less, and then hanged; hls murderers completing their
work by burning down a church which he had crected
at his own expense.

During the internal dissensions which have just
been related, bands of hostile Indians taking advan-
tage of the opportunity were continually committing
depredations on the borders, robbing and slaughter-

“1In the province of Oxomorio Bobadilla baptized 85, in IXria, §,018; in
Mombacho, 3,241; in Masaya, 937; in Malapalte, 154; in Mqrmalta 400; in
Leaderi, 2,917; in Managna, 1,116; in Matiari, 421; in Mavitiatomo, 75; in
hagr-mﬂo Ariat, Mabitra, and Mahomctnmbo, 585; in Maribia, 6,340; in
Zecoteaga, 2, 160, *E assi paresceme 4 mi que para esta erecucia desta gente
nuevamnente ullcgndn il I iglesia, ue es mas menester de bapticarlos ¢ dexar-
los, pues que s1n ereer, eomo lo dige la mesma verdad evangdlica, no se pueden
aalvar, sino condenar.” Owie o, iv. 59-00,

8 Dyring their journey they discovercd a river which they named Nuestra
Senma. Puckees and Cdirdenas, Col, Dee., il 511-18.

 The time of their arvival is given 23 1550, Bienvenide, Letire, in Ternrus-
Compans, Voy., série i, tom. x, 308
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ing those of the matives who were at peace with
the Spaniards, the cacique Lacandon being especially
. T
troublesome and refusiug all overtures of peace. No
progress could be made in forming new settlements
or tmproving the condition of those already estab-
lished.  After the explorations conducted by Captain
Machuea, we read of no Important enterprise until the
year of the governor’s departure, In 1548 the con-
tador Dicgo de Castanieda organized an cxpedition for
the conquest of the district of Togucigalpa.®® Through
the treachery of the guides, his wmen were led nto
marshy and difficult ground, where they soon found
themsclves surrounded by hordes of savages. Ile-
pelling their attacks with much difficulty they made
their way to the Desaguadero, and passing down that
channcl 1 barges landed on the shiores of Costa Riea,
where they founded the settlement of Nueva Jaen.®

*® Named Tabizgalpa by Arias Gonzalo Ddvila, who accompanied the expe-
dition.

“Tn thiy chapter there have been consulted various docvments in Peckeco
and Chirdenas, Coll Boe., 1. 830, 563; iil. §4-8, 511-13; vil. 116-40; Cartas
de faclies, T10, 762, 770; Patos Ding., in Cartes de Indias, 36, 742, 857;
Ol Doc. Tord., sxvi, 238; xlix. 21-% LO116; Squier’s MES,, xiil. 3, 4;
xxil, 3140 Oeiedn, i 17G-0; v, 7002, 112-15; Hferrera, dec. iv. b, 1.
cup. ix.; libo ix. eap. xv.p Hbe x, cap, vo; dec. v, lib. vil. eap. ii.; dee wi.
Ll i eap. vili g dee vii Libo vl cup. v dee. viil, lib. & cap. ix.; Femesel,
Hist, Chyayre, 105-7, 105-9, 200-6; Awdagoya, Nor., 80; Vega, Hisé, Descub,
Am., it 2M-G; Cumeales Diviln, Tratro Eeles., i, 28431 Conolivdo, Ifist.
Yueathaw, B45; Uampeez, Chron, Guat., 232; Juarros, Guat., i. 49; Morelli,
Fustt Nowi Orbis, V12, Benzoni, Hist, Monde Nrove, 105; Pelaez, NMem, Gueed.,,

i 1855 Phaeda, in Soe Mex. Geoy., dil. 3473 Kerr's Col. Voy., v. 175; Levy's
Nice., 67-73; Squier's States Cent, dm., i. 82,




CHAPTER XL

FXPEDITION OF DILGO QUTIERRLEZ TO COSTA RICA.
1340-1545.

Mo GUTEREE? APTOTNTED (FOVILNOR—IJESERTION 0F IS Son0icns—
He 'woceeps T0 Nicatscra- Tig ADview or Coxrtripas—Tuy Ex.
PEIHTION Sains Fou ree Tho 8av Joay - Frieynuy Reesrrioy vy vHg
ANaTivis —His Mex Trsrrt 4 Sgcaxt TOIR—REENFOLCEMENTS FRuM
NicaltatUa avn Nownsne pe DMos—Tue ITistontaxy Buszoxr Jouss
TIE PARTY—0UTILRERES A AN BEvaverelisr—n Isvirenss Caacinseg
axp LOocory rxre qis Caar—JTe Devasps Gonn vywen Pais or
DraTii—XNonLE Coxnror oF TUE Cacigrue Cpcoii—THE BRANIALDS
Magrci 1xto THE INtERlon-=Tiern Serrineas vrioat (Texeer—"Tuey
AlE ArTAackED AXD Massacnrp—Dexzoni avnd Five Oruen Suwviv.
ous RESCUED DY ALGNE0 pr Plsa.

Berwegy the Rio San Juan and the province of
Veragua lay a territery whose rugged and denscly
wooded surfaoce had hitherto proved a barrier to
Spamshe conquest and colonization. Costa Rica, or
Nueva Cartago, by both of which names this region
was known,' yet remained almost a terra incognita to
Luropcans.  During his last voyage, in the year 1502,
Columbus had touched at several points on its north-
oriy shore. At the Golfo Dulee, on its southemn
coast, it will be remembered that Gil Gonzalez and
his band were glad to find shelter in the trees from
storm and flood.®* Vague reports of a settlement

M1t iz claimed by some chroniclers that, in the time of Columbus, this
Portien of the maintand was already kuown Ly the pame of ('osta Riow on
secount of the fine specitens of gold discovered, principally in the Tulamanea
lhqtrmt, where it abonrded in streams aud was obtuined with listle labor,
Moiing, Jasquejo Costa 1., 703 this anthor follows Novarvete,  See also Hrjo-
rand, Infirme, M3, Morel de St Ornz, Viede A post., M3, 14, on the other

}Ilflnrl attributes the name ta the rich pearl-lisheries which were found on the
;ﬁ:st und to the quality of the fruits, woods, and other produets of the ter-
oy,
st Cent, Am., i. 484-5, this series,
{187)
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named Cartago, founded carly in the sixteenth cen-
tury by some band of roaming adventurers, are men-
tioned iu scveral of the early chroniclers; but when
and by whom 1t was established, is a guestion® on
whilch there 1s 1o conclusive evidence.

The exploration of the Rio San Juan, which had
opened up a passage from the North Sca into the very
heart of Nicaragua, awakened a more eager desire to
posscss this unknown region; and to the pride of con-
quest and discovery was added the all-pervading

Costa Rica, 1545,

passion of the Spaniard, for it was believed that the
armies of the great Montezuma had invaded the terri-
tory from a distance of more than six hundred leagues,

3] am inclined to heliove that the original founders of Cartago ware set-
tlers from the coluny established by Francisco Hernawdez de Cordoba at Bra-
sélus, on the gulf of Nicoya in 1524, and abandoned three years later by order
of Salcedo (sve Misl. Cenl. dm., 1. 512, thia sevics); more particularly as its
first siie was known to have been close to the harborof Caldera, and therefore
not fur from the landing-place of Cérdoba. It was next removed to a spab
near Lhe Rio Tovss, aud t-lllence to its present location. It is even ¢laimed by
some that Cartago waa the first city estabiished in what was formerly called
the kingdom of Guatemala, Juarros makes Uhis atatement, basing his asser-
tion ou a report made in 1744 by José de Mier y Ceballos to the engineer Luis
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aud had brought thence many a rich specimen of gold.
In 1540 Dicge Guticrrez, a citizen of Aladrid and
brother to Felipe Gutierrez, who five years before had
conducted the ill-fated cxpedition to Veragua, was
appointed governor of this provinee, and sooun after-
ward set forth on an enterprisc which was destined
to preve even more calamitous than the one conducted
by his kinsman, '

Gutlerres proceeded first to Espatiola, where ho
raised a company of about two hundred men and sailed
thence for Jamaica, the base of supplies for the col-
onles of Tierra Firme. Here a mutiny broke ont
among his men, eausing tho loss of all his military
stores. Arriving at Nowbre de Dios he fell siek, and
while lying at the point of death his men desorted,
and crossing over to Panamd took ship for Peru.
Recavering from his illness he found himself with
but five men and almost without means. He gathered
courage, however, and fitting out a small barge sailed
for the Rio San Juan, and so made his way to the city
of Granada. TFalling in with one Bacna, a successful

Diez Novarro. Referring to the snme document he continnes: ©Tb appoars
by an edict preserved nmong the records, that the fivat governor and captain
general of Costa Rica waa Diego de Astiedn Chirines,” fii.e. Grat. (ed. Lowden,
1823), 73, 841-2. These statements nre repeated in Mosquite, Doc., 27, whero
the governor i3 ealled Ostiega. Bee alse Suly, Diwr. Gfic., 80 Mar. 1570,
1568.  Molina, the modern bistorian of Costa Ries, follows Juarros and gous
even farther when he says: °Mais il est probable que sa fondation cat lien
pendant le quatritme voyage deColomb, en 1502, ., en 1522, Cartago, Vancienne
capitale espagmole de la provinee, était une ville d'assez d'importance poor de-
mander gu'on voalitt bien y fixer la résidence d'un gouverncur avee son seerd.
faire, Dicgo de Astieda C{irinos parait avoir été son premier gouverneur.’. ..
Coup 'Ol de Costa B. (ed. Paria, 1849), 4. That the above awthors are in
error is proved by the fact that Diego de Artiega Cherino (as is name should
roperly be written) was not ap foi.nted governor and captain general of Costa
ica, Nicaragua, and Nicoya tall 51 years later, namely, in 1573, FPacheen aud
Cdrdenas, Col. Doe., xvil. 830-65. Blolina, in & subsequent work, also inclines
to the belief that Cartago was founded by those who abandoned the earlice
settlements, and corrects his former statemnent in regard to Columbua, merely
saying: *El immortal Celon mismo en su cuarto viaje en el afo de 1502,
tocé cn varios puptos de su costa en el Atldntico.' Bospuejo Costa R.,10. Tt
is singular that Molina, ip his treatise on the boundary question between
Costa Rica and Nicaragua, should not have referred to the document men-
tioned by Juarros, and that he should have failed to use it in his Afem. fastn
R. and Nic. In fferrera, dec, vii, lib. iv. cap. xvii, the date of the founding
of Cartago is even removed to the time of Gutierrez, which may be correet,
inasmuch as ha first gave to the province the name of Nucva Cartago.



100 TNPEDITION 10O COSTA RICA.

adventurer from Peru, he suceeeded in borrowing from
him threc thousand castellanos with which he hoped
to retricve his fortunecs,

Cluticrrez now cudeavored to enlist men in Nicara-
gua, but disputes Lotween himself an‘d Rodrigo de
(Contreras, the governor of that province, cansed
further delay of two ycars. Contreras declared that
his provinee cxtended to the border of Veragua and
that there was no intervening territory for Guticrres
to colonize. Gutierrez on the other hand aflirmed
that the boundaries of Veragua and Castilla del Oro
had been placed far south of those originally appointed,
and that i conscquence there existed a large domnin
of wlnch he was appointed governor by a charter
granted to him from the crown. Though the limits*
of Costa Riea as set forth in this document were
somewhat Indefinite, Contreras at length admitted
that his opponent was duly authorized to take posses-
sion of the newly created province. He then endeav-
ored to dissuade him from his purpose, representing
the country as rugged and his schemc as foolhardy
and dangcrous. “But if' you persist in the occupa-
tion of that territory, take my adwvice,” he said,
“and keep one hundred well armed ren upon the
sea-shore, always ready to forage, sometimes in one
dircetion and sometimes in another, for the people

¢The first boundaries appointed for the province are those mentioned in
the charter granted to Gutierrer, dated Madrid, November 29, 1540, wherein,
they are described as ‘extending from sen fo sea, and from the frontier of
Veragua, running to the westward to the great river {Rio Grande), provided
that the coast adjoining sald river on the side of Honduras should remain
under the government of Honduras, with power to Gutierroz to conquer and
settle any island in said river which should not be previously located by
Spantards; and the right to the navigation, fisherirs, and other advantages of
said rivery and provided that he (Gutierres) should not approsch to within 13
leagies of the Lake of Nicaragua, because this territory of 18 leagues being
veserved, as well as said lake, were to remain in the possession of the govern-
ment of Nicaragua; but the navigation and fisheries both in that part of the
river granted to Gutierrez and in the 15 leagues reserved, and in the lake,
ghonld be possessed in common, econjointly with the inhabitants of Nica-
ragua.’ Mofine, Costne R. and Nic., 7. The author claims to possess i certified
copy of unpubbshed documents stored in the archives of Spain, in which he
states the conditions of the charter granted to Cutierrez. See also Owiedo,
iii. 179, and Levy’s Nic., G7-73.
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arc rich in gold, and in this way only can you obtain
food.”?

The adviee of Contreras was eruel, unjust, and con-
trary to law, but it was such alone as would lead to
suceess, and the cvent proved that it was sound and
politic. Tu a lofty strain that il consisted with his
future conduet Gutiervez replied: “The govermmnent
of this provivee was conferrad upon me by the em-
peror that I might people and not pillage 165 and if
tortune has been adverse to others, I trust i God
that to e 1t may be more propitious.”® It was fine
doctrine, but doctrine that hiere would not win,  Col-
leeting a forco of sixty men, he soon set sail with two
vessels {or the mouth of the o Swrre?

After ascending the river for about three leagues
the party came in sight of some deserted huts, awd
there encamyping, were visited by several eaciques, who
brought gold te the value of soven hundred ducats,
and received in return some rosaries of beads, a fow
bells and trinkets, and an carnest exhortation to join
the true faith. The native chieftaing were well pleased
with their visit, and on retorning to their hones sent
presents of {ruit, fish, and the dried flesh of wild boars.
A gleam of suceess thus at first attended Gutiorres
effort at colonization, bul he was not destined to
escape the disasters which seemed almost mseparable
from the attempts of the Spaniards to establish set-
tlements in the New World. He was a man of great
tenacity of purpose, but irascible, and singularly defi-
ctent in powcr of control. At Jamaica his soldiers
mutinied; at Nombre de Dios they desorted ; at Costa
Rica, suffering from lunger and the privations of
pioneer life, they abandoned the enterprise, and stole

Tt is stated by some chroniclers that Contreras promised to furnish men
and provisions on condition that lie be allewed o shave of the spoils.

8+ A queste parole, rispose Dicgo Gottieres, che Ulmperatore gii haveua dato
qunella Gouernatione perchie la populasac, ¢ non perche L vobasse, ¢ se i pli
altri 1a fortuna cra stata contraria, che haneva speranza in Dio che & lut ght
saria propifia, ¢ che in modo sleuno no volenn lasciare la impresa, nd mance

voleua compagnia alewna.” Benzond, list. Momdo Nrvaro, 83. o
TSpelled also Snere. Benzord, Mondo Nvavo, 5. ‘&,\ .
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away to the sca-shore, whore they foll in with two
vessels from Nombre de Dios and so made their way
back to Niearagua,

Left with only six followers,® his nephew Alonso de
Pisa, one sailor, and four servants, Guticrrez had no
alternative but to follow his recrcaut band. Digging
a hole in the earth, lic buried there several jars of
salt, honey, and other stores not needed for his voy-
age, and embarking In a swmall river-boat descended
to the sea. Soon he descried approaching the mouth
of the river a brigantine, which proved to be in com-
mand of one Captain Daricnto, with men, arms, am-
munition, and provisions from Nicaragua, Thercupon
he turned bLack, conducted the vesscl to his settle-
ment, and handing to his nephew all the gold that
had been collected, amounting to cight lundred cas-
tellanos, bade him return with the ship to Nombre
de Dios and therc purchase arms and procure re-
ernits. Girelomo Benzoni, the Italian chronicler of
the New World, was at Nombre de Dios when Cap-
tain Pisa arrived carly in 1545, and being, as he
says, young and strong, filled with hLigh aspirations,
and desirous of enriching himself, he determined to
return with the vessel to Nueva Cartago’ Other
adventurers, lured by the promise of wealth, deter-
mined to join the expedition, and soon twenty-seven
men were pledged for the new colony.

On the return voyage the brigantine encountered
a gale near the entrance of the river and was driven
to the wslands of Zorobare, a short distance from the
coast. There they remained for seventy-two days,

8 ¢E despues que alli estuvo un afio & mds, porque faltaron los bastimen-
tog, se le amoting la gente ¢ se le tornaron 4 Nicaragua; ¢ este gobernador
ac queds con seys Lombres soloa. . . Pero aunque este gobernador estaba, solo &
cont tan pocos chripstianos, . .ne dexaban los indics naturales de les dar de
comar ¢ ore, sin hager mal ni datio 4 ninguno de los nuestros.’ Oviedo, iii. 180,

]2 eosi fece vintisctte soldati, e trouandomi jo in questa Cittd volsi esser
vno i que gli, ancora eh’io fusai ripreso da viio Spagnuolo antiang, ilquale era
andato nella prouincin di Cartagena, ¢ santa Marta, ¢ altei luoghi, per ispatio
ai quindiei anui, dicendomi, vhe in modo uleuno, mi lasciassi vincere di andare
4 tale impresa, € chic non volesse dar eredito aleuno alle parole del Capitano.
Benzoni, Monde Nvovo, §4-5.
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exposed to incessant rains, three of their number
being killed by lightning.  Such was the blackness of
the storm that during all this timce they did not see
four hours of sunshine. The captain of the vessel
went asbiore on the mainland to obtain provisions,
but after eight days’ scarch midst forest, swamp, and
mountain, during which time he subsisted on snails
and berries, he returned cmpty-handed. Finally the
men made their way to the encampment of Gutierrez,
who, being determined at all hazard to people his
territory, 1mmediately sent the ship back to Nombre
de Dios for more recruits, supplying funds to the
amount of fiftcen hundred castellanos. The number
of the colonists was thereby increascd to eighty men.
Thus reénforced he began the exploration of his prov-
ince.  With four canoes hic ascended the Rio Surre,
and after making a distance of about ten leagues,
landed at an lundian village to which he gave the
name of San Franeisco in honor of the saint on whose
natal day the spot was reached. Ilcre the party
was met by certain caciques, who brought presents
of fruit but no gold. The governor reccived them
kindly, informing them through an interpreter that the
strangers had in their possession a secret which was
of the utmost value; that they had come a great dis-
tance, and some of them for no other purpose than to
reveal 1t. In return. for this the Christians must
have gold.

The chiefs were then mvited to a feast, the viands
consisting of fowl and salt pork; but they had little
relish for such food, and merely tasting it handed it
to their attendants to be cast to the dogs. After the
meal came an exhortation in which, as Benzoni relates,
Gutierrez thus harangued his guests: “ My very dear
friends and brothers, T am come hither to free you
from the chains of idolatry, by which through the
influences of your cvil spirits you have until now been
bound. T am come to teach you the way to heaven,

whence Jesus Christ, the son of God, descended fo
HisT, CENT, AM,, VoL, I{. 13
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save you. With me T have brought holy men fo
teach you this faith, which to accept, and implicitly
to obey our soverelgn emperor Charles V., king of
Spain and monarch of the world, and us his represent-
atives, comprises your whole duty.” To these words
the chicftains bowed their heads, but without making
answer, neither assenting to nor rejecting the munifi-
cent and disinterested offer of the Christians, who for
alittle ycllow earthly metal gave iu return the ineffable
Joys of heaven,

Nevertheless, the savages were slow to bring in
their gold, and the governor, forgetting the lofty sen-
timents with which he had regaled Coutreras prior to
Lis departure from Niearagua, looked about hun for
some mcans by which to cnforee his injunctions.
Being informed that two of the caciques, named Ca-
machive and Cocor1,” who had bLefore presented him
with trcasure to the value of seven hundred ducats,
were now cncamped on the opposite side of the river,
he summoned them into his prescence, at the same
tmie pledging his word for their safety. Reluctantly
the chicftains camc, and no sooner had they placed
themselves in the power of the Spaniards than Guti-
errez ordered a strong iron collar to be fastened round
their necks, and chaining them to a beam in his dwell-
ing, taxed them with stealing the buried jars of salt
and honey, and demanded restitution, or, as an equiva-
lent, a large amount of gold. They answered that
they knew nothing of the matter, and had no need to
pilfer articles of which they possessed an abundant
store.  Camachire procured gold to the value of two
thousand dueats, which was greedily appropriated by
the governor, but served only to whet his appetite.
Tn place of thanks, baptism, and restoration to liberty,
the cacique was dragged before a burning fire; a large
basket was placed beside him, and he was told that

% Oviedo names the two eacigues Cama and Coco: *E cada dia traian orvo
al gobernader, el qual, cumo hombre de ninguna espiriengia, prendio 4 uno

de aquellus cagiques, que estaban de pae, que se degia el Coma (el qual era
muy rico}, porque no Ie daba tanto ore como estt gobernador le pedia.’ i, 180,
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unless, within four days, ho obtained gold enough to
fill it six times he should be burned to death.™  The
trembling native promised to comply, and sent out
his slaves to collect the treasure. Perceiving the
Indian to be tractable, and believing him anxicus to
comply in good faith with the demand, Gutierrez per-
mitted him to be led every day to the stream to bathe,
ag wasg lis daily habit. TReturning on one cccasion
from the bath, the soldier having the captive in charge
neglected to sceure him properly, and the following
night he made his escape.

Cocori, who yet remained a prisoner, had now to
bear the brunt of the governor’s wrath. After being
frequently importuned for gold, which he always de-
elared himself unable to obtain, he was led daily to a
spot where blood-hounds were chaived; bid to observe
well their huge teeth and gleaming eyes; and threat-
encd that unless gold were soon forthcoming he should
be torn and devoured by these frrocious brutes. At
length the indignation of the chieftain overcame his
fear. “Youn lie, bad Christians,” he exclaimed, “for
often have you made the same threat and yet I live;
besides I would rather die than live in bondage among
such vipers which I greatly wonder how the earth
can bear.” The noble native was then reserved for
usc as a pack animal. Thus did Diego Gutierrez ful-
fil his promise to people the province and not to pil-
lage it.

It was soon noised abroad that the strangers who
had brought to the shores of Costa Rica the glad
tidings of the gospel were more to be dreaded than
the evil spirits which they had come to exorcise; and
the neighboering caciques, fearing to attack the Span-
lards, laid waste their own lands, destroyed their

MTa Gottierez dreigde Camachiren te verbranden; hoewel nu bereeds
versheide stukken gouds, met allerlei beesten, tijgers, visschen, vogelen kon-
stig Egboetseert, die de prija van wee tonnen gouds op-haelden, door de selve
begittigh was, Sulk cen schenkaedje scheen te gering. Hy bragt den gevan.
gene by cen kist: en swoer, hy soude hem Ia.nﬁsa,em braeden, tea zy binnen

vierdagren ses mael meer gond verschafte als de kist laeden konde.” Montanus,
Niewwe Weereld, 87.
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crops, burned their dwellings and withdrew to the
mountaing, until sturvation should ¢ ompel the Intruders
to abandon the territory.  The governor seon found
himsell” in evil plight; moreover he possessed a tem-
perament singularly adapted to luspire distrust, dis-
content, and Jmfm(hul amang hig lollowers, Aga,ln
they threatoned to desert hin and return to Nombro
de Diog or Niearagua, leaving Lim in sole posscssion
of the Dhoundless forests, sole ruler over naked and
hostile natives. 1o had but one alternative—to push
on holdly into the Leart of the proviiee in the hope
of finding gold or at Jeast a store of provisions.  Adfter
some persuasion the men agreed Lo aceompany him,
The sick and disabled were sent hack to the sca-shore,
where Alonso de Pisa was stationed with twenty-four
men, bearing orders that he should mareh through the
forest '110110‘ a track which would he ch‘slwnatud by
placing erosses along the route. l_)nulmg a scanty
stock of groam ‘memﬂ' s soldiers, now mustering but
forty f_‘al)(Lb]L of bearing arms, Guticrrez pluuged
blindly into the wilderness.

On Hothng out upon this hazardeus raid, Benzoni,
who aflirms that he realized {1:11_) the thl wion, re-
marked to a comrade, “We are solng to the shamblbs.
Whercupon the other, a man of more sanguine tem-
peramcut, made answor: “Thou art one of those who,
we intend, shalt have a principality in spito of t[}.‘j’—
self 1 1‘()1‘ six days no human habitation was seen.
Througl dense woods 1hey journeyed, elimbing the
mountain sides Ly clinging to the roots of trt,ua, and
making the descent by shiding down their steep de-
olivitios. Lieaves were their chilet food, and some half-
picked bones, which the wild beasts Lad abandoned,
furnished them a rich repast.

The temper of the governor was no more happy

2]t cosi partizsimo, e & pena che fussline saliti dalle case, io indininai
uello e'hanens da essere di uol altri, dicende & v Spa"nuulo, noi andiamo

alla beecheria; e vispondendomi lui queste parole disse. Tusci vno di quegli,

che gli mglmmo far guasdagnare vn Prencipato al suo dispetto,” Benzoni
MonSa MNoovo, 80, : ?
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than his situation. Arriving at a spot where the path
divided, Gutierrez demanded of an Iundian belonging
to the train which route to pursuc in order to arrive
at some native villages of which they were in search,
He replied that he did not know; whereupon the gov-
ernor taking it for granted that the auswer was false
ordercd his head to be stricken off by a negro slave,
The same question was then pul Lo Cocord, who now
served the Spaniards as o beast of burden® and the
same reply was made.  Again the cruel governor gave
the order to kil As the execentioner approached
him the brave cacique instantly laid down Lis burden,
howed his lLead, and calmly awaited the expeeted
blow. Struck by the noble bearing of the cacique
and his own infumous condnet, Guticrrez countor-
manded the order, and the chicflain’s life was spared
to further misery. On the spot where these incidents
oceurred three soldiers were obliged from exhaustion
to rest, while the company advanced. They were
soon afterward massacred by the Indians. The dogs
were now killed and their carcasses divided among
the men, the governor refusing to share with them
the more wholesome viands whicli he had reserved
for his own use.™

But the career of Diege Gutierrez was well-nigh

% This degradation so affected Cocori that he shed tears and promised, if
he were liberated, to bring the governor a quantity of golid,  * Et essendo poi
tutti noi altri in puuto per marciare, e vedendo il Cacique come il Gouerna.
tore per dispregio lo volena wrenare conr lut carico, ¢ con altri suol Indiani,
con parte dellesue hagaglie; sl attristd in tal manicern, che si nesse & plan-
peve, come v putto; e ghi disse, ehe se volena dargli liberta, che in termine
di quattro giorni, gli darebbe vina Lnona somma d'ore.’ Denzond, Mondo Nvuvo,
89.  But his promise availed Lim nothing,

1 Benzoni relates that being wnable to eat hia portion of dog-meat which
was full of worms, he went to the governor and demandesd food.  Thego told
liim to go and eat of the roots of trees, whercupon a Spaniavd who was stand-
ing near cxelaimed, ¢Sir governor, sinee you will not shave the good and the
bad with v, goand make war by yoursell,’ A pieccof cheese weighing three
pounds was then divided among the men, who were thug pacified for thet
night, The chronicler was on sentry during the carly morning-watcl, and
hearing the governor pive ardera to his sook fo hail a plece of pork for his
breakfast paced to and {ro nearthe fire till every one was asleep, when, sharp-
vning @ piece of wood to a point, he speared the pork and secured the prize
in his knapaack, ‘feeling better pleased,” ho tells s, ‘ than if he had secured
o treasure.’ ffigf. New World, in [lalleyl, Divers Voy., 132
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closed. The party was now upon the southern slope
of the cordillera, on the banks of a large stream which
flows into the South Sea* and the time was July 1545.
A small band of disaffocted men miserably clad, and
destitute of food, had thus wandered far into the in-
terior of a'wilderness. Whither were they bound, and
what the insane hope that urged them forward? Gu-
tierrez who had been twice abandoned by his soldiers,
was now resolved that these men whom he had brought
with so much labor and expense from Nicaragua andl
Nombre de Dios should not csecape him,  Alarmed by
their loud mmrmuring at the place called San Fran-
cisco, he had hastily departed, cutting off, as many
other Spanish leaders had done before him, all hope
of ever refurning except as a successful man. Could
he have pilfered from the natives and thereby obtained
food and gold, thus kecping his men in heart until the
arrival of Alonso de Pisa, all would have been well.
But until reaching the southern declivity of the moun-
tains the country was everywhere descrted. So rugged
had been their path, and so toilsome their march, that
they were now exhausted, and the natives whom be-
fore they had so much Jonged to meet and make their
prey were now congregating to prey upon them.

A day or two later the Spaniards were approach-
ing the verge of a forest. An Indian hidden behind
the trees to watch their movements was obscrved
running off at full speed to give the alarm. Next
morning at daybreak they were attacked by a horde
of natives who “advanced,” as Benzoni relates, “with
horrid howls and screams and noises with the bue-
cinus—shells and drums—all painted red and black,
adorned with feathers, and golden trinkets round
their necks.” “In one half of a quarter of an hour,”
continues the chronicler, “during which we killed and
wounded a great many Indians, we made them turn
their shoulders.™ They soon returned, however, and

% The Rio Grande.
' '[t hawendu combattnto dall’ voa parte, ¢ dnll’ altra per ispatio di mezo
quarty d*hora, e havendo noi altri ammazzato, e ferito molti Indizzi, e alla fine
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renewed the conflict. The Spaniards, worn with toil
and fasting, werc guickly overpowered and all but
six were slain.  Gutierrez fell' mortally wounded, and
Lig head, hands, and feet woere afterward severed from
his body and Dborne as trophics through the region
which hie had proposed to subjugate.

Benzoni stumbled upon the helmet of a dead com-
rade, but for which circumstance no history of the
New World would ever have been produced by Lim.
“Tor,” says he, “the stones from the savages hailed
apon it with such foree that it looked as if it had been
hammered by a smith.” After some hair-breadth
escapes on which the historian fondly lingers, he was
rescued together with Lis five comrades by the timely
arrival of Alonso de Piss’s detacliment, and marching
nmight and day the survivors made their way back to
the Rio San Juun, and thence embarked for Nombre
de Dios.®

fattoghi voltare le apalle.’ Benconi, IFst. Mondo Nuovo, 91. Montanus states
that the entire battle lasted half an howr. ‘Na een balf nur vechten, Jde
insden d'wenvallers; docl, met versche benden gestijlt, hervatten den torn:
biaclen tuachen de Spaensche flag.orde in: floggen met palm-houte swaerden
en knodsen barsencen en beenen te pletteren.’ Die Nivuwwe [Veereld, 85.

Y Oviedo says the governor was sick with gout at the time. Y ¢} gober-
nador en essa sagan mandaba mal su persona, porque andabs, tallido de gota ¢
guatro negros le traian echiado en una Lawaea, lo qual le debiera bastar Fam
ser nad pacicnte con los indios,”  His statements diifer materially from these
of Benzoni,  He relates that the Spanturds were surprised in their camp and
that Gutierrez and 72 of his wen were slain, seven only making their escape,
but it is not probable that he had ee large a foree under s conuonnd. il 181
Ravago, in Sguder’s M55, xiil 3, says that only 44 or 45 days elapsed between
the landing of Gutierrez and lis death, bog ﬁis report concerning the early
history of the provinee is somewhat vague and unreliable.

BT here is lietle doubt that Denzoni's narrative of the expedition of Gutier-
iz iz spmewhat eclored in consequence of 4 rupture between himself and the
governor, ‘The first day that we entered the port,’ e says, ‘the governor

acicusly placed me at bis table, and took pleasure in conversing with me.
“he greater part of his conversation was aboui gold and silver, amd the wars,
and {le emaeltics inllieted on wretehed Italy, and especially on Milan.,  Buat
when he perceived that such subjects were disagrecable to me, he took a dis-
like to me and never wonld hear the sight of me after.” It is, however, the
only complete record of ibat event, and I can but give his version of it.
Ovicdeo’s informuation as to the early history of Costa Rica ia taken from Juan
de Espinosp, who accompanied Alonso de Pisa to Cartago in one of his return
voyages, 1, 184 He was well acquainted with Gutierrez, and thus tries to
])allia.te his fanjte: ‘Desalmados ¢ platicos que por acd han a.ndzu]o,‘quu i
05 n0vigios ¢ nuevamenta venidos & gubernar log ensefien 4 robar;’ and in con-
sequence thereof ‘por cnriquesger, presto vuelven lg hoja, é trocado ol intento
con que partieron de Espafia, si bueno era, ¢ afirmada en el caunteloso que en su
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pecho estaba enllada, en poco tiempo manifiestan lng obras el contrario de g
palabras.’ iii. 178.

Other anthorities quoted in this ehapter are Herrore, dee, vil 15D, iy, oy
xvil; Henzoni, Mondo Nroro, b il. 83-02 Befaraio, Informe: Haya, Jr?h’hl‘mr.-
Squier's MSS,, xiil. 1-3; Juarros, Gnat. {ed. Tamdons, 1820, 730, 241_5‘:
Molina, Coup d'Oil de Costa K., 43 Mol Bosquejo Cova B, 10, 83990
Molive, Costa B, and Nic,, 8-8. 36-8; Masquito Dor 22 0 77 095 qu?'r'I.c{;,
Sta Cruz, Visita Apost., M5, 14 Beicharde, Cento dan, 111, 1125 Saly. Dgw
Ofic. 30 Mar, 1876, 618, ! '

The time of Diego Guatierrez’ fight with the Indians and death, as given
by Oviedo, is contradicted in an ofliclal manuzeript extant that places it in
December 1544, It is the investigation made in Leen, Nieuragua, on the
25th of Jupe, 1543, and the writer assures us he has an autheuticated copy of
it. Peralta’s autograph note in Peralin, Rio San Juan, .

i
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CHAPTIER XILIL

ALVARADOS LAST LEXPEDITION.
1537-1041,

THE ADELANTADO'S MATCH-MARING VENTIREE —1T5 FATLURE—ALVARADD'S
COMMISSION FROM THE Crows-—I11 Livns a7 PrerTo nE Cibalios—
Axp Tuesce Procerps o Tzrapra -2 Axsaooor—He Saes rog
Mexico—Ilis Derear a1 Noenmveas-—Ths Pesirescre, DEarn, aso
Last WILL—NARACTER OF THE Coxgr ELROB—UIMEPATISOY OF TRAITS
wiThi THozE oF ConrTes - WHILE Anove Przanko HE was valt BENEATH
Sanpovab-—Hiz De11enT 1% DLoolsuen FoR 1T 0wy SAkE—-THE REsT-
ING-PLACE AND EPITAPH—ALVARADG S PROGENY,

Or the events in Guatemala during the three years
succeeding the arrival of Maldonado the chroniclers
are somewhat silent. In a letter to the emperor,
dated December 10, 1537, the viceroy Mendoza states
that he had received from the oidor a report wherein
the province is represented te be at peace and in a
prosperons condition, and that other accounts had
reached him representing the country to be well gov-
erned. If this were so Maldonado's character soon
changed for the worse, for later we shall find in him
much to his discredit.

Early in 1538 a royal deerce was received in the
aity of Santiago, ordering that all who held encomien-
das were to marry within three years from the date
of their notification, or to forfeit their Indians in favor
of married persons,” This order met with general dis-
. IA*‘éW{O, Col. Doc. Antig., 13, The law was soon modified by decrees of
Feh. 12, 1538, and of June 20 and Kovember 8, 1530, by which prelates and
governors were dirceted to induce all cligible uminarried men liolling encomi-
f“dﬂﬁ to marry within threo years. This, however, was to be accomplished
¥ Persuasive means, or by distingnishing in favor of the mavrvied men tn the dis-
tribution of Indians, and not by eoercive mensures. Necop, e Tndias, il 271-2,

{201}
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approval, and the cabildo petitioned the king to re-
consider the matter. Tligible women, they said, could
be found only in the city of Mexico, so remote from
the province of Gluatemala that the expense of the
journcy was beyond the means of most colonists.
Many declined to marry because they would not link
themselves with persons socially their inferiors,? while
the small number of Indians assigned to some would
prevent their supporting a family.

On his return {rom Spain in the following year
Alvarado reports to the cabilde that, in company
with Lis wife, come twenty maidens, well bred, the
danghters of gentlemen of good lineage, and he ex-
presses confidence that none of this merchandise will
remain on his hands.  But the venture does not meet
with the suceoss the adelantado anticipated. At one
of the entertainments given in honor of his arrival,
and at which, relates Vega” many of the conquista-
dores were present, thesc damscls, who, concealed
behind a screen in an adjoining apartment, were wit-
nessing the festivities, commented on the appearance
of their prospective husbands in the most disparaging
terms.  “They say,” remarked one to her compan-
lons, “that these are to be our husbands.” *“ What!
marry those old fellows?” was the reply.  * Let those
wed them who choose; T will not; the devil take them!
One would think by the way they are cut up that they
just escaped from the infernal regions; for some are
lame, some with but one hand, others without ears,
others with only one eye, others with half their face
gone, and the best of them have one or two cuts across
the forehead.” “We are not to marry them for their
good looks,” said a third, “bnt for the purpose of
mheriting their Indians; for they are so old and worn
out that they will soon die, and then we can choose
in place of these old men young fellows to our tastes,

BY otros gqne aungue luga mugeres en la tierma, ¥ llos estén en edad gque
todavin se sufra easarse, no Jas querrdn por las enfermedades contagiosas que
de la tievra so han pegndo.” Aréeal, Col. Doe, Atiy., 14.

3 initrnientetreos ]?1’{'?(.1"4-'.'.‘. i, 38, ’
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in the same manner that an old Lroken kettle is ox-
changed for onc that is new and sound.”

Now it chanced thal one of the < old fellows® over-
heard what was said and told his companions. “Marry
with them by all means,” was his advice, and then he
went and took to himself the danghter of a cacique.

During his residence in Spain Alvarado obtained
under a commission {rom the crown, dated April 17,
1538, the grant of the twenty-fifth part of all islands
and lands which he might discover, with the title of
count, and the seignory and jurisdiction over them;
he was appointed governor and captain general for
life over all such territorics, and was authorized to
creet on them three forts; he was, moreover, made
alguacil mayor 1 perpetuity, and exempted from all
interference by judges or other officers in everything
pertaining to the fitting-out of his fleets. The expe-
dition was to be made at his own expense, and he was
to take a westerly direction toward China and the
Spice Islands.* Irom a letter of the viceroy of Mex-
ico we also learn that he was authorized to extend
his explorations northward,’ and thet the emperor
directed all the principal officials of the New World
to aid in the arrest and punishment of any of Alva-
rado’s subordinates who, when discoveries had been
made, should revolt, fail to fulfil missions intrusted to
them, or disobey him under any pretext. No clem-
ency would be extended by the erown to such offenders.
These privileges were granted in consideration of his
services in the conquests of Mexico and Guatemala.’

Barly in 1539 the adclantado set sail from Spaiu,
accompanied by his wife Dofia DBeatriz de la Cucva,’

t Vawguer, Chronice de Gueat., 158-9; Bernul Diaz., Iist. Verdad., 235;
Herrern, dee. vil. lib. il cap. x

B4Y que asimismo descubriese, por la eosta de osta Nneva Espafla que
llaman de la mar del Sur 4 la parte del norte, con dos navios.' Pacheco and
Cirdeneas, Col, Dec., iil. 607. Bee also Oviedo, iv, 23.

8 Vasquer, Chronica de Geat., 158-9.

"No greater proof could exist of the high favor in which Alvarado atood
&b eourt than the arangeinent of this seeond marriage. The lady being the
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and on the 4th of April landed in state at Puerto de
Caballos, with three large vessels well filled with pro-
visions, materials of war, and all things necded to
equip & sccond flect on the shores of the South Sea.

He was attended by a large retinue of cavaliers.

Among his troops were thrée hundred arquebusiers
all woll armed and accontred ®

Collecting o large nuwber of natives he at once
began the task of tr ausporling his ponderous freight
toward the coast of Guatemala,  Anchors cach w ufrh-
ing three or four hundred pounds, artillery and
mumtmm iron, chain cables, Licavy ship tackle, and
cass of merchandise were dragged along by Indians
yoked together like dmufrht—&nlmals or carried on
their naked shoulders, to Be conveyed a distance of
a hundred and thirty leagues across a momntainous
and diflicult Lountry Forty-three days were con-
sumed In making the journey to Gracias 4 Dios.”
Numbers of the unfortunates succurbed and dropped
senseless, only to recelve the onrses of the commander
as he ordered their burdens to be placed on the backs
of others, who were constantly arriving in fresh relays

eister of his furmer wife, a special dispensation of the pope was requived to
lepalize the marriage; and throngh the influence of Cobos and the power of
the emperor a bull was granted.  Such an authorization was rarely aobtained.
Cotedu, dit. 214-15; Alvarade, Carta, in Avévalo, Col. Do, Antig., 170 Ca-
vrtrvelr, Copies de Doe., MS,, 434 Comera, i, Dud., 209; Torquomada, i
323, Hemesal, who is in error as to the date of this marriage, has this reark
vespecting the dispensntion. ‘Licencia que se da raras vezes...Y enfonces
pareeio rayor liberalidad del Sumo Pontifice, por aner sido el pnmer matri-
monio consumade.’ it Chyapa, 17. See also Benzond, Hist, Mondo Nuove,
153,

# Alvarado, Corta, in Arévalo, Col. Dac., Anlig., 170; Herrera, dee. vi,
Ll i, eap. %, Ovicdo says Alvarado brooght 400 men; that he tonched at
Lspafiola and took in supplies, staying there 17 daya and leaving on March
12ih, Wi 214 15, In Dates fiog. the nunber of men is given as 230, including
hijoadalgo and men-at-arms,  The cargo included 300 arquebunses, 400 pikes,
200 Lallestas, much artillery, and rich merchandise, valued at over 30,000
ducats, Curtas de Indins, 709, The date of Lis arrival is obtained from Lis
own letler to the cabildo of Santiago sbove quoted, Remesal states thab
tlhiere existed in the archives of San Balvador o letter of exactly the same
tenor, hut dated April 3d, and as Le quotes the commencement, which is the
snn as that of the letter preservetl by Avévalo, it was cither & duplicate, or
Remesal cowmits one of his careless errors. Gavarrete, in Copias de Dee.,
ME., 434, gives the date as the 1st of Aopril

E'.‘{Im‘t, us will be hereafter related, Dlontejo surrendered to Alvarado his
claim to the provinces of Hondurxs and Higueras,
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from Guatemala. In this manner he pushed on toward

the port of Tztapa, where the frames of o number of

ships had already been constructed.®®  Oun lis arrival
Alvarado spared no expense in completing his arma-
ment, not only using all his own avalable means, but
borrrowing largely and purchasing vesscls on credie?t
About August 1539, I'viar Marcos de Niza, who
had for some time past been travelling in the unex-
plored regions far to the north of Moxico, returned,
with the marvellons tale of the seven cities of Cibola
and therr wonderful wealth? The news spread and
the excitement beeame great.  TLaf o dozeu rivals
claimed the exclusive right to the explovation of that
country, and among them Alvarado,! who accordingly
hurried forward the preparations for his cnterprise.
Before the middle of 1540 his conmznd had Leen
reinforeed by numerons recruits, and a{leet of at least
twelve™ vessels had been constructed, and cquipp:d

While at Sunto Domingo on his retmm voyaze Alvarado told Oviedo
that he harl on the coast of the south Sen scven ur eigles ships Taine for his
propesed voyage to China and to the Spice and Motucea lsluols, Owviedo, il
215,

Y Hig expenses were cnormons,  Bernal Diaz says, ©fncron tanios los gustos
gue hizo que no le bastd In riquesa que traxo del Divg, ol el oo que ko
sacavan de la=s minas, . s Jos triluios e sus pochlos, ol loogue o presentaron
sus deudos y amigos, v Jo que tomo liado do mereadeves.” flist, Verduod.,, 2335,
1is will, in wbhich he made Bishop Marroquin lis excentor, shows that Le
had numerous creditors, whoe had furnishd ships, provisions, sapplies, and
moncy. Hemesal, st Chyape, 153-6, Vamquuz seys the cost was over
200,000 peses de oro.

12 Nizer, Descub., In Pacheco and Ciirdenae, Coll Dae,, 11l 523 ot sorq.

¥ The claimants to this presnmed richt besides Alvivado were Vieoroy
Mendoza, Cortés, Nuio de {uznan, lernandoe de Soto, @l Lhe cicy of Com-
postela in Nueva Galicia, Jd., xv. 300 et serg.  Por fucther particulars, see
ffige. Mewx., vol. i, this series.

Lt hendoza statea that he fitted out as best e could 12 ships. Carte, in
Puckieco and Cdrdenas, Col, Dec., iil. 507; Hervorn, 12 duap-sea vessels, includ-
ing one ef 15 and one of 20 benches of eurs.  Dieawnent, 12ships. Lrdn, Mick,,
ii. 252; Tello, M. N, Gal, 382, n dlect of ships; Bemal Diaz, 13 good siwd
ships, including & galley and a patache, Hist, Verdad,, 233; Vawquez, 13
ships. Chromico de Goat., 1007 Remesal, 10 or 12 latwe ships, a galley, and
fustas with oars. Hist. Chyupe, 1061 20 also, Gomara, fHst, fad., 263-1, and
Torquemada, i. 323; Oviedo states that there were 13 ships, inchuling large
and small; 3 palleons over 200 tons each, a fine galley and two fustis; the
other ghips being of 100 tons buvden amd over, iv. 10, 20, 23; Juarros, 12
decp-sea vessels and 2 amaller ones, Geat., 1. 255, and Tenzont, Féist. Mondo
Nvove, 154, 10 vessels and 4 brigantines.  Bernal Diaz ssserts that the dect
wag fitted cut in Acajutla, and Tello at Healejo.  lastly Oviedo represcnts
Alvarado us sailing from lztapa, when § ships were Luilt, to Acajutla, There
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with everything that foresight could suggest. Leav-
ing Don Francisco de la Cueva as his ]1eut?}1ant—
governor, the adclantado sailed from Fztapa,t” z_md
landing at Navidad in Jalisco proceeded to Mexico,
where he entered into arrangements with Mendoza
relative to the expedition, and their imlividual.m-
terests in it.2* The agreement wus not concluded with-
out considerable wrangling as to terms, and Alvarado
probably considered himsclf somowlat overreached
by the viceroy. _
Having remained five or six months in Mexico he
was now prepared to set forth on his OXT‘J(.‘.(;htlUD,_”
when an insurrection haviug broken out in Jalisco his
assistance in suppressing it was requested by the act-
ing governor Ofate.  Coutrary to advice he entered
thie revolted provinee with Lits owo troops, not waiting
for other forces to join him, and attacking the pefiol

is even more diserepancy with regard to tlie number of his men.  Viceray
Mendoxa states that the foree consisted of 400 men and G0 horses. Clrrter, in
Puchees and Cdrdenas, Col. Doe. | iil. 507; Oviedo of 1,000 men, some of whom
he Lrought from Spain, and othevs had scen service in the Indies; Ilerrera
that Lhere were more than 500 soldicrs and §0 hovses; Dernul Thaz, 630 sol-
dieys Lesides oflicers, and many Lorses; Tello, 300 Spunjards; leanmont, §00,
andd 1530 horses, and Benzoni, 700 soldiers.

' Herrcra statey that Alvarado despatched lis expedition to the coast of
Jalizeo, there o wait for him, and went overland to Mexics, and Oviedeo,
iv. 26, also enterteing this view; but Mendoza and Gowmaun, Fist, Tad., 268-9,
distinetly states that e sailgd with hia (ect, and the former’s testimony is
conclusive,  Ovielo gives the additional informalion that Alvarade seot s
messenger to the emperor with an aceount of his expedition and drawings of
his flect.  Oviedo had an interview with the messenger and saw the draw-
ings. V¥azquez wrongly asserts that on his voyage the adelantado diseovered
Acajutla. Chroniea de tivat., 188, 1o had alveady donc so as carly as 1524,
See Hist. Uent. Am., i 670, this scrics.  Bornal 1az wrongly gives 1538 ag
the date of his saihny. /ist. Verdad., 236. The time of hig departure wa3
about the middle of 1540, for on the 19th of May of thot year the cabildo
requested him when on the point of departing with lia fleets to take with him
the imprisoned privees Sinaeom and Scquechul. Fazquez, Chror. Gral., 30

W1 Packees and Cdrdenas, Col. Doc., 1l 851-02, is a copy of the agree-
ment between Alvarade and the viceroy. Oviedo gives the capy of a Jetter
addressed by Mendozn to himself, in whicl the viceroy states thab the king,
in hia contract with Alvarado, was pleased to give him a shave in the dis-
coveries without his knowledge or solicitalion. iil. 5340, Menidozn states that
this share was ove half. Pacheeo and Cdrdenas, Col. Doc., iii. 507,  Article
20 of Alvarndo’s capitulation with the crown zuthorized him to give Alen-
doza one thied interest in Lis armament. Vazquez, Clhroniva de Cond., 159,

¢ Acordamos despachar <dos armadas; una para desculrir la costa dests
Nucvn Hspafia, 6 otra que fucsse al Peniente en demands de los Lequios ¥
Cetayo.' Afendoza, Curta, in Ovicdo, iil. 540
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of Nochistlan met with the defeat which has already
been deseribed®  While covering the retreat at the
head of the rear-guard, his sccretary Montoya, in
panic flight, so urged his exhausted steed up a steep
ascent that the animal lost his foothold and rolling
over struck Alvarado, who was tolling upward on foot
leading his liorse, and crushed his chest. His fol-
lowers, hastening to his assistance, found him insensi-
ble, and as soon ag he had somewbat revived carried
him on a litter to Guadalajara.  He suffered greatly,
bat his chief anxiety was to procure a priest to whom
he could relieve his burdened soul.  Berne along on
this his last journey, his sins weighed cven more
heavily upon him than bodily torture, and it was with
relief that he greeted the arrival of a friar who had
been summoned from a neighboring town. To him,
under sorne pine-trees on the roadside, the eonqueror
of Guatemala confessed, and lingering for yet a few
days, received such consolation as the rites of religion
could give.” Tt was the 4th of July 1541 that he
breathed his last, having made a will by which he
appointed Juan de Alvarado of the city of Mexico
and DBishop Marroquin of Santiago his executors.
His exhaustion did not permit full details, but he
gave instructions that the will should be sent to the
prelate with whom he had communicated concerning
the performance of ccrtain matters for the benefit of
his soul. He ordered his body to be deposited in the
church of Guadalajara, thence removed to the con-
vent at Tiripitio, and finally interred in that of Santo
Domingo, in the city of Mexico.® To meet the cx-
penses of his funeral envugh of his property in Glua-

8 Fiist. Mex., il 498 et seq., this series.

®VWhen asked where he suffered, ‘echande sangre por la boea deeclo:
“Aqui y €l ahua;”’ and when the priest arvived 1o confess him he exclaimed:
* Behor, sea bien llegade para remedio de una alma tan pecadora.’ Felio, Ilist.
N. Gaf., 303.

#TTis injunctions with regard to the disposal of bis remains were but
tardily carried out. Datos Biograficos, in Cartas de Indias, 700-10, 745; Tells,
st %7 Gal., 8395; Beaumont, Crdn. Mick., iv. 276-7. Bernal Diaz errone-
ously states that he was buried at Pavifieacion. Hist. Verdad., 236. Accord-
ing to a clause in the will of Bishop Marroquin, made in 1563, Alvarado's
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dalajara or Mexico was to be sold by auetion; and ;le
left strict injunetions that all his debts should be paid,
bice he dizeretion of Bist Marroquin.®t Al
subject to the diseretion of Bishep Marroqun, \
his remaining properly was bequeathed fo Lis wife,
and summening before him the captaing and officcrs
of his vessels he ordered them to return to Guatemala
and deliver them into her possession; but this injune-
tion was never exceuted.  After the adelantado’s de-
cease, his men dispersed 1 different directions, some
remaining in Mexico, others returning to Guatemala
or making their way to Peru, while the flect which
Liad Dbeen constructed at so preat an expense aud at
the cost of hundreds of lives, was appropriated by
Mendoza.  Ilis estate was so encumbered that the
viceroy did not supposc that any one would aceept as
a gift the inheritavce witle its liabilities,” and
another letter stated that no one cared to do s0.*

Duly aunthovized by Juan de Alvarado, bis co-
exeentor, to scttle Alvarado’s estate, Bishop Marro-
guin frmned a will, bearing date of June 30, 1542, m
accordanee with what he represents were the wishes
of Alvarado. It is quite volumiuous and is, with the
exeeption of the preamlle, given in full by Remsal.
Much 15 done for the redief of Alvarado’s soul, which
romaing were s1ill at ‘Tivipitio, *dode csth enterrado, que es en Tyrepati.?
Phe farmer left 200 duealy to 1he convent where Ablvavado was boaried. Ho
ulso lefb 1EGD pesos de ove deinas to found a chaplainey in the ¢chureh at
Guatemaliy, that nasses might be there gaid for Lis sonl. Some years after
Abe death of the Bizhep the danghier of the adelantinlo had Ler father’s remains
transferved from Tivipitio to Guateraala, where they were interred with great
golemnity in the catlicdea), Reoweaed, £t Clopager, 190, Gonsalez Divila says,
SEn el aie 1242 ] Obispo comied & excentur of testamento del Gouernador
13 Pedvosde Alnarade, and corsncousty adds., 'y el Qlispo trazladd su enerpo
de Mesteo & Sunbiago,' Feateo Kdes, HL T8,

WY, Histo N Ol 30420y Deaamont, Cron, Mick., iv. 274-0; Remesal,
It Chyarpr, 161=23 his last author, page 187, states that Marroguin in
srying out the intentions of Alvarade's will, erdered 1lie payment lo be
mindo for & sel of derienl vestments wltielt the friae Betanzos ordered him to

furnish as o penanee in 1508, Dernal Diaz remaks, *Some say o will waa
wmande, bat none has appenved.’ ffist, Verdead., 236,

“Fhe viceroy stntes that Alvavado's debts amounted to 50,000 pescs de
Aninas, o which wtst be added 15,000 more expeuded by hitmself on his ae-
connt, Cartie, i C'rade fodiees, 2334, ond faccsimite RO Bishop Marroquin,
August 1341, eays that he left at his death debts to the amount of 50,000
pesos, S, 420, Tac-shuile V.

A Mendoza, Carte, lu Puachreo and Crirdenas, Cof, Doe., dil, 5078,
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we grant was ncedful, and to be expected under the
circumstances. The document, further chicfly concerns
the liberation of Indian slaves, the founding of chap-
laincies and altars, the payment of his numerous
debts, and the bequest of 1nsignificant suws to his
tlegitimate sons.™

In a vault beneath the high altar of the catliedral
of Guatemala the remains of Pedro de Alvarado were
tmally laid at rest.  Comparing him with olher con-
querors of lits age he was second as a commander only
to Cortés, though in character and system of action
he was his opposite.  Cortds possessed a certain great-
ness and nobility of soul: Alvarado was mendacious,
treacherous, and dishonest; his frank demecanor cloaked
deceit, and favors heaped upon him were repaid with

*In the valley near Santiago Alvarade had a large plantation with many
marricd slaves, collocted in the {ollowing manner: Soon after the conguest
he summoned the principal lords and demanded froin each so wauy families,
with their hend, who without wore ado were branded and placed ou his
plantation. These the bishep declared should thenceforth be free, and
possess and dwell on the lunds they had previously tilled, with the zols
obligation of supporting two chaplaincies, founded by this same instrument,
for the purgose ot saying daily mass for the repose of the souls of Alvarado
aml his wife. An altar in the cathedral dedicated to 5t Peter was alse
ordered to be founded, helore which the aforesaid masses were to be said.
The slaves in the goldanines nro next declared set {ree, and ave to reside on
Lis plantations not, however, until the debts of Alvarado shall Lave begn
paid, during which time their needs of soul and hody were to receive careful
attention. The will concludes with an enumeration of Alvarado's property,
in which ships, artillery, lands, negrovs, houscs, live-stuck, cte., figure. It
was apparently nover exeentod, for the audiencin of Mexico ordered thab the
encomicndza of Alvarado which were the hest and most numerous of the
provinees of Gualemala should not Ue given to any one, but that one or two
competent persons be appointed to take charpe of and manage them, and that
the proceeds he devoted to the public works of the city and cathedrul and
the openting of roads, building of bridges, and the assisting of poar people to
rebmild their homes.  On the 10th of October 1542 n royal decree was fsaned
declaring that all the Indians and towns Lelonging to Alvarado were the
property of the crown. This decree was not published, however, until Jan.
8, 1344, A protest was entercid against it by the city as being detrimental
to the public interest, but it seems to have had no cflect, as the royal factor
was instructed to collect the tribute of the said towns, and take charge of
ihe Indians. Remegal, 7fist, Chyapa, 181-90.  Bishop Marroquin, in e letter
to the emperor, dated March 135, 1545, recommends thut Lis debte be paid,
a3 many needy porsons will thercby be benefited. Syuder's M8S., xxii. 138,
And agnin in June of the same year, Lo states that Alvarade having left no
legal heirs, the estate veverted to the crown, and repeats his previous reeom-
mendation that the debts be paid, adding that the creditors were suffering,
many of them being in prison for debt. Caréas de Indias, 441-2. Consull
also Testimonio, in Pacheco and Cardenas, Col. Dec., xiil, 268-70,

Eisr. {EXT. AM., Vor. II. 14
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ingratitude. In the breast of Cortés beat an affection-
ate heart, stcrn though it was, and he scldom failed
to win the true regard of his followers. The conqueror
of Guatemala was vold of affection even for women,
and his cholee of wife or mistress was inspired by am-
bition or lust. To govern by fear was his delight.
Cortés was cautious and far-sichited; Alvarado im-
petuous, never anticipating other than favoruble re-
sults. In versatility, as well as in meuntal and moral
qualities, Cortds was far superior to the adelantado—
Instance the mutiny at Patinamit.  Cortés would have
suppresscd it, had such a thimg ever ocenrred under
his command. Alvwado’s carcer hardly affords the
means of {airly estimating his qualitics as a canrmander,
for he never mcet his countrymen in the ficld. Never-
theless, though his victories were chiclly owing to
superiority in arms and discipline, he displayed on
several occaslons genuine military skill, and his quick
perception, coolness, and preseuce of mind, which no
extremity of danger disturbed, evor cnabled him to
act promptly and rightly in the most critical positions.
That he never sustained a reverse in arms, {from the
time he left Mexico in 1523 until the disaster which
caused his death, indicates generalship of no mean
order. As a governor he was tyrannical® and his
caFacity for ruling was inferior to his ability in the
field.™

Judged even by the standard of his age it must be
said of him that, while ever proclaiming disinterested-
ness and loyalty to the crown,” mone of his contem-
poraries were inspired by a more restless ambition, and
few actuated by mare thoroughly selfish motives.
Success appears to have rendered him callous to any
sense of shame, and in the last effort of his life he was
prompted by boyish egotism and foolish pride, being

2 Remesed, Hist. Chyapa, 172

% Fue mejor soldada, que Gouernador.” Gomara, ITist. Ind., %9.

7In o letter to the wouneil of the Indies he says: * Pues todo lo que yo

estubiere sin ocuparme en algo en que sirba & Su Mag. o tengro por muy mal
gastade.’ Caria, in Squier's 48, xix. 81,
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spurredd by jealous opposition fo the man tlirough
whose favor he had been raised to his high station.®
A perusal of the despatches written during his later
years would without other evidence lead to the con-
clusion that he was the victim of a general attack
directed against him by his countrymen, who denied
his services to the emperor, misrepresented his motives,
and deeried his conduct. But his earlier lotters ad-
dressed to Cortés during the days of their friendship,
reveal more correctly the true character of the man.
There wo see portrayed his audacity, his presence of
wind in danger, his capacity as a leader, his diabolic
delight in bloodshed, blended with the superstition
then strangely provalent among his countrymen, that,
while thus serving the devil to the uttermost, he was
glorifying  God, and winning for himself celestial
favors.?

Alvarado left no legitimate offspring, for though he

"™ He wrote to the vmperor requesting thet no change be made in his com-
mission, as he had learned that Cortés was soliciting permission to undertake
the conquest he meditated, Herrerg, dec. vil 1ib, 1i, cap. x.; Beaumont, Crom.
Mick., iv, 252-3.

# 1 give herewith a copy of Alvarado's epitaph:
' El que Augukto le tuve merscida
En ente angosto monuments yace
Y Fenia do sus glorin oy renace
Burlande so memeria dol ¢lyida
Mexico intime en eto repelido
Alalanzia qo. el ticmpo lea enlses
Go. af tantoe valor go patisface
Lo qe. & Romulo Komna io ha debido
LComquisia fundacion y poblagiones
¥ hinber In idolntria digipudo
Deahaciendo las nleblas do opinionesd
Obrando bicn cen eer sdelaniado
&i bay enjoto capaw de estos Dlazones
Toedo cabe o D, Pedro de Alvarado.
Requiescat in poce.
It iz copied literally from Gavarrete, Copias de Doc.,, MS., 53. (onzales
Davila, in 1849, males this extraordinary statement : ‘Murioen Mexico, y yaze
¢n el Convento de Bunto Domingo.” He also gaya that Ivan Diaz de la Calle,
‘Oficial Mayor de la Scerctaria de Nuena-Espaia,’ dedicated to Alvarado the
following epitaph, which was to serve until cne was written such as the
memory of his feats and actions deserved:
Monumento, el gue merecia maa Augusto, que fue para
¥aze Eno Este Angosts 1o Nobiligsima Ciudad de Guatimala, lo que para Roma
Romulo; El famose por la virted de su valor, ¥ vitorias,
Don Pedro de Alvarado, del Abito de Hantiago, Adelantado, Gouerna@or,
Capitan General, Conquistader, Fundador, y Poblador desta Ilustrissima
Cindad de Guatimala. Que la dic Templos, Leyes, Costumbres, y Rites.
Despues de auer deshecho en muchas hatallas el engafio de la Idolotria,
poniendo para sicipre cessacion en sug Altares, y Aras. Passé a lo inmor-
talidad de que ya goz co el Afio 1541." Teatre Keles., i. 140.
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had two children Ly his sccond wife they both died in
carly childhood®  Numerous illegitimate children,
however, survived lim, among whom may be men-
tioned Dotia Leonor, Pedro, and Diego de Alvarado,
his offspring by a daughter of Xieotencall, the lord
of Tlascala.®

B Fucrros, Guat., 1. 347,

# Dofip Leonor murvied Pedva Puettoearrero and afterward Fraoecisco de
In Cuvva, brether of Alvarada’s wife, Pedre was legitimizad by the em-
perer.  ‘This was, sccoriling to Burnal Diaz, fist. Verdead,, 237, the natnral
woa, mentioned wlso by Baavedra, in Pecheco and Clérdenas, (ol Ploe,, vik.
247-50, who went to the court of Spadn to ¢Jaim nuneys dne to bis father,
and whom Suavedra tecomended trgently t6 Las Casas the conneillor of
state.  Diego was slain in 1354 Ly Indians at the defeat at Chugquinga.  Mar-
roquin informs the waperor that Alvarado left six souy and daughters ¢ desnu-
dos syn abrige algune.' Cartes de fudins, 420, 4503, T00-10; Gormare, fiisd,
dud., 2609, Another son named Gomez, by an Tndian giv] in (Guantemala, is
mentioned in the will afterward framed by Bishop Mavroquin, Pemesal, Flise.
Chyapr, 185, Tor an account of the presentation of Xicotencatl's danghter
to Alvarado, sce Jist, Mew., 1. 227-30, this series.
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THE CONQUUIST OF CIHIAPAS.
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For many eenturies before the beginning of the
Christian era, and probably for two or three hundred
years later, the site where now stand the ruins of Pa-
lenque 1n Chiapas! was the centre of one of the most
powecrful monarchies in the western world, the great
Maya empire of the Chanes. To Votan, the culture
hero, who, according to Maya tradition, claiming his
descent from Chan, the serpent, first introduced civil-
1atlon inte America, and after his disappearance was
worshipped as a god, is ascribed the foundation of this
ancient dynasty about three thousand years ago.?

} Originally written Giapa, aa appears from several original cédulas and
other documents bearing dates as late ax 1670, Guat. Col. de Chdulas Reales,
passim. The meaning of the word is differenily explained, Chiapan signily-
ing “locality of the chia' (oil-seed), also ¢ sweet water.’ Native Races, i 126
Aceording to Mazariegos it ia derived from * Tepetehia,’  Battle hill,” the
name of the stronghold where the Chiapanecs fortified themselves against the
Mexicans. Mem. Chiapa, 12,

*Hee Native Races, v. 231, this serics,
(213)



214 THE CONQUEST OF CIHIAPAS.

It is related in the oldest records obtained from
the archives of Mexican history, that the Tzcndales,
a tribe dwelling in the ncighborhood of Palenque,
shared with the Zoques the northern part of Chiapas,
while the southern and central portions were occupied
by the Zotziles and Quelenes and also by the Chia-
panecs, who, though at first confined to a narrow
strip of territory, finally overran the entire region.®
Whether the Chiapanecs came originally from Nica-
ragua, or were a dctachment from the great Toltec
swarm that swept southward into Guatemala, or were
descended from the mythic Chan, is a question that
is yet involved in some mystery. We know, however,
that after their arrival they built a stronghold which
proved impregnable until the advent of the Spaniard
with his superior skill and weapous, and that here, for
centuries before the conquest, they maintained their
independence and extended their possessions.*

It 13 probable that, as early as 1520, Spaniards pen-
etrated 1into this region under the auspices of Monte-
zuma, while fricndly relations were still maintained
between that monarch and Cortds.  After the fall of
the Mexican capital, dismay at the achievements of
the great conqueror was so widely spread that many
independent tribes sent in their allegiance, and among
them the Chiapanecs.® These different territories
were soon portioned out in repartimientos, and Chiapas
was assigned with other districts to the Spanish set-
tlers in Espirita Santo. No sooner, however, was
the attempt made to render these repartimientos prof-
itable by the exaction of tribute, than the natives rose
in arms. Many settlers were killed, some offered in
sacrifice, and all the efforts of the colonists to pacify
the revolted districts were unavailing.®

24 i 0812, v. 6034,

Na,ti‘z;eorf? ;l;:aaol}o‘l}:%l;%ftg%‘ t\i}:fav}.):eopl;gz i{:rnv_muld refer the reader to my
. 5 Moaariegos, Mem, Chiepe, §, 6; Cdries, Diario, xix. 390; Juarroa, Guat.,
i, 10; fd. (ed. Londom, 1823), 210; Larrainzar, Scecnusco, 18; Remesal, Hist.

Chyapa, 264
* Mazariegos states that harsh treatment drove the Indians to revolt, citing
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In 1523 the settlement at Tspirvitu Santo was in
charge of Captain Luis Marm, an officer who had
fought under Cortés, and whom Bernal Diaz describes
as a man about thirty years of age, bowlegged, but
robust and of good stature, with russct beard and
features marked with the small-pox, one excelling in
horsemanship and conversational powers, of gentle
disposition, and without a trace of ill-nature. Deem-
ing 1t imprudent to march against the Chiapances with
the slender force at his command, Marin repaired to
Mexico to ask aid from Cortds, and was at once sup-
plied with an auxiliary band of thirty men, and in-
structed to proced to Chiapas with all the troops he
could uster, and establish there a Spanish town.

Returning to Espiritu Santo, Marin lost no time in
carrying out Lis orders.  After some delay, caused by
opening a road through the interveuning forests and
morasses, he arrived at the bank of the river Maz-
apan’ and slowly marched up the stream toward the
stronghold of the Chiapanecs, then known to the
Spaniards by the name of Chiapas. ecfore nearing
this fortress the commander lield a muster of his
forces.  According to Bernal Diaz, who accompanied
the expedition, they consisted of 15 cross-bowmen, 8
arqucbusiers, 60 foot-soldiers armed with swords and
shields, 27 horse, about 80 Mexicans, and the caciques
and other principal men of Cachula with their follow-
ers. Marn had also a field-piece in charge of onc
whom he supposed to be a competent artilleryman.®
a3 instances that youths of 20 years and under were sold as slaves at the rate
of no more than three pesos fuertes; that fugitives were hunted down with
hloodhounds, and that any ong found warming himself at a fire after eight
o'clock at night was hanged, Mem. Chiopa, 6, 7. [u these staternents he is
guilty of anacbhrenism.  The law regarding the extinguizhing of fires waa

assed on the 15th of Augnst 1528, and that arranging the price of slaves in

ctober of the same year, the former Leing almost immediately annulled with
regavd to the punishment of hanging: but both were enacted after the sub-
jugation of the Indians.  Consult Remesad, Jfist. Chyapa, 276, 278-9,

TCalled also Chiapan, This river takes its rise in tho Chuchumatan
mountaing, Brassewr de Bourbourg, Hist, Nat. Civ., iv. 574, It and its afflu-
ents form the head-waters of the Tabasco or (rijalva. The Spaniards were
moving np the lefi Lank, the town of Chiapas being on the opposite side

somewhat higher, )
8 This force i less than that giver by Gomara and others. DBernal Diaz
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The escribano Diego de Godoy was his second In
command. )

The Spaniards now continued their march with
much caution. As they approached the populated
district, four soldicrs, one of whom wus Bernal Diaz,
were sent to reconnoitre about half a league in advance
of the main body, but were soon discovered by native
hunters, who inimediately spread the alarm by smoke
signals. The army soon afterward reached cultivated

. . T .
lands with wide and well constructed roads. When
within four leagues of Chiapas they entered the
town of Iztapa, wheuce the natives had fled, leaving
an abundant supply of provisions. While resting
here the vidcttes reported the approach of a large
body of warriors,” but the invaders being on the alert
placed themselves in position before the encmy came
. . - -

up. The battle which ensucd was indecisive. The
Chla.Hanecs. deploying with much skill, almost sur-
rounded the small Spanish force, and at their first
dischargo killed two soldicrs and four horscs, and
wounded Limis Marin and sixteen other Spaniards,
besides many of the allies. The contest was main-
tained with great fury till nightfall, whoeu the natives
retired, leaving numbers of their men on tho field so
severely mjured as to be unable to follow their com-
rades.” Two of the captives, who appeared to be
chieftains, gave information that the confederated
atetes that there were five other horsemen, who, huwever, eould not ha
comnted ag fighting men, The artiIIeri'mau he describes s ‘muy cobare,”
and informs us that the nalives of Cachula, ‘Iba téblande de miedo, ¥ por
balegos los llevamos § nos ayudassen & abric Caming, y llevar el fardaje.”
He also asserta that the levy was held in lent, 1524, addiag ‘ Listo de los ataa
no me acuerdo bien.’ His moemory was correct, howevar, as is proved by
Godoy’s despatel to Cortds, which will be frequently quuted later.

 The Indians of Chinpas and jts district were the terror of surrcunding
towns, and were incensantly at war with those of Cinacantlan and of the towna
about Lake Quilenayas, rebbing, killing, reducing to alavery, and eacrificing
captives. They even wayleid merchant traing on the roads between Tehnan-
tepee and other provinces, Bernal Diaz states that without cxception they

were the groatest warriora of all New Spain, superior even to the Tlagealteca
and Mexicans

Y The number of natives killed as related by Bernal Diaz is so dispropor-
tionately sroall that some error must have erept into his text. He says, ‘];:[a.—

llamaos quinze dellos muertos, y otros wuchos herides 4 no sepudierd iv.” Hist.
Ferdad, 178,
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bands of all the surrounding districts were prepared
to renew the attack on the following day.

All night vigilant wateh was kept. The soldiers
slept, under arms; and the horses, ready saddled and
bridled, were tethered within reach of their riders.
There was not one of the Spaniards who did not ex-
peet a night attack and dread 1. Nuwbers of them
were sorely wounded; their leador was faint from logs
of blood; and the unflinching firmness of the Chia-
pances had dulled their self-confidence; but no call to
arms arcoused them from their fitful slunbers, and at
sunrise they wearily buckled on their armor and pro-
pared to rencw the fight.

During the engagement of the previous day, the
horscmen, disregarding the instructions of Marin and
the advice of his veterans, had suffered severcly from
using their lances too carly in the fray, their weapons
being wrested from their grasp and turned against
themselves. Orders were now given for them to
charge in squads of five, to carry their lances poised
out of reacli, and not to use them until the encmy
were fairly ridden down and tleir formation broken.
The field-picee was loaded, and their preparations
being now completed, the Spaniards advanced toward
Chiapas,™

Long hefore the invaders arrived in sight of the
stronghold, the enemy appeared, formed 1n compact
order, and advaneing to tlie attack with dcafening
war-crics.  They were armed with javeling, which
they hurled from implements fashionced for the pur-
pose; with bows and arrows, and weapons similar to
toothied swords; with slings, also, and lances longer
than those of the Spamiards; and wore as a protection
aprons of twisted cotton reaching from head to foot,
which, when in retreat, thcy could roll up and carry
under the arm.* Marin quickly put his men in array,

! Bernal Diaz remarks that Chiapas eonld in truth be called a city, for ita
streets were well laid cut, and its houses strongly built, containing more than

4,000 heads of familics,
Y2 fud,, Godoy, Kel., in Borcia, 1. 167; Gomara, [fist, Mez., 233.  Drasseur
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and ordered the artilleryman to open fire. But the
gunner, who had entertained his comrades during a
long march with storics of his brave deeds in Ttaly,
blanched before the coming onset.  His legs trembled,
and grasping his piece to support himself, he was
unable cither to train or fire it. At length the loud
excerations and angry shouts of his comrades, heard
above the clamor of the foe, roused him from his help-
lessness, and with shaking hand he discharged his
cannon.  13ub his clumsy work was worse than his
inaction, for the only result was the wounding of threc
of lis companions. ™

At this mishap Martin at once ordered his cavalry
to charge, while the infantry were rapidly formed in
column. After a long and obstinate contest the
Chiapances were finally routed; but on account of the
nature of the ground pursuit was impossible. Ad-
vancing toward the town the Spaniards unexpectedly
discovered after ascending some hills on their linc
of march, a still larger host of the encmy awailting
them. The Indians had provided themselves with long
ropes and deer-nets with which to cntrammel and
capturc the horses. In the ensuing battle the invad-
ers sustained unusual casualties. Several of the horse-
men lost their lances; five horses and fwo cavaliers
were slain; and so continuous and well directed were
the discharges of javelins, arrows, and stones that ere
long nearly all of Marin’s command were wounded.
At this juncture a hideous object appeared in the cen-
tre of the Chiapanec ranks. An Indian woman, nude,
wrinkled, and obese, her body painted all over with
ghastly designs rendered more effective by tufta of
cotton, had arrived upon the battle-field. N}:) Empusa
conld be more frightful. The creature—so ran the

de lonrbourg suggeats that these aprons were made of india-rubber, His,
Sat, L, iv. 574 hut Bernal Diaz, 178, says, ¢ Co buenas armas de algeds,’
anl Crumaa, ¢ voospaneses rodados de algodon hilado.*

¥ Rornal Diaz’ contempt of this man is expressed by an epithet particu-
larly offensive to a 8paniard, ‘nuestro negro Artillero que llevavavamos® {=ic)
‘[ Lien uegvo se podra Damar).” Fist, Verdad., 170,
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report——iwas regarded by the Chiapanees as their di-
vinity, and her presence she had predicted would
mmsure them victory.® Dut the native aunxiliarics
recognized the significance of her arrival, and drawn
up by their leaders in a compact body, dauntlessly
fought their way up to her, “and hacked to pieces the
accursed goddess,” as Bernal Diaz affirms.

Thouglh disconcerted the natives do not yicld, rely-
ing on their numbers and their courage; and the
hard-pressed Spaniards, supported by the prayers and
benediction of their priest,” fight with renewed vigor.
The cavalry again and again ride through the foe,
crushing them down and trampling them under foot
until their ranks are broken and scattered. At longth
the Chipances seek safety, some on the neighboring
rocks, and others by swimming the deep and rapid
Mazapan.

After devoutly thanking God for the victory, and
singing the salve regina, the Spaniards advance to a
small village not far from the city itsclt, and pitch
their camp for the night, great precaution being taken
to prevent surprise.  Assistance now comes from an
uncxpected quarter. About midnight ten Indians
cross the river in canoes, and allow themselves to be
quictly captured. Brought before Marin they state
that they arc natives ot Xaltepee, and have been
conquered and enslaved by the Chiapances, twelve
vears beforc. They offer to aid the Spaniards by
supplying them with canoes to cross the river, and by
pointing out a ford, and, morcover, inform Marin that
many of the forces of the Chiapanecs, having been
pressed into the ranks, are anxious to throw off the
voke, and that they will go over to him in the next
engagement,

Marin at once accepts the offer, and it is agreed
that twenty canoes shall be brought early in the
morning. The remainder of the night is passed with-

14 Y trajan en vo brasero sahumerio, ¥ voos idolos de piedra.' Id.
1 ¢¥ diximos al Fraile § nos encomendage & Dios.* fd. :



220 THE CONQUEST OF CHIAVAS.

out further interruption, though the cnemy is heard
mustering on the other side of the river with noise
of drums and conchs. At daylight the canoes arrive,
and the army proceed to the ford. '[he crossing 18
effectod with great difficulty, the water being breast-
high and the strcam rapid.  As they approach the
opposite bank, the cnemy rains down upon them such
showers of missiles that again hardly a man cscapes
unhurt.”  For some time they arc unable to cffeet a
landing, and Marin’s position is eritical, when fortu-
vately thelr new allies cause a diversion by assailing
the Chiapanees in the rcar. The cavalry are thus
enabled to gain a footing on the hank, and the in-
fantry soon follow; the natives ave put to flight in all
dircetions, This is thelr final strugele. The summons
to surrender is immediately cowplied with, and the
Spaniards cnter the city without {urther opposition.®”

All the neighboring towns were now ordered to seand
in their allegiance, and such an cffeet had the subjee-
tion of the hitherto invincible Cliapances upon the
diffevent tribes that resistance was not even thought
of, Cinacantlan, Gopanaustla, Pinula, Huchueciztlan,"™
Chamule, and other towns tendering their submis-
sion.  The conquest of the country was now consid-
ored complete, and Marin had already apportioned
out certain repartimientos when harmooy was inter-
rupted by the conduct of one of the soldicrs.

Wlile at Cinacantlan, whither the army had pro-
ceeded, Wranciseo de Medina loft camp without per-
wnission, and taking with him eight Mesicans went to

1 W‘Jggm hirierd cesique & todos los mas, ¥ & algunos 4 dos, y A tres heridas,?
tf, 150,

U Three prisons of latticed timbers were diseovered in tho city. These
wero filled with captives who had been scized on the roads.  Among them
some wern frome Tehiantepee, others wore Zopoteos wd Sveomizcaus,  Many
Llinns ubso were fonnd aeriticed, and in the temples were hideous idels, ©y
lullunos muching cosas minlas de sodomias que vaavan. fod., 180,

Y Called by Bernal Ding Gueyhuaiztlan, alse Gueygaistlan, Gueguistitlan,
anil Guegustitlan, which are probably misprints. Flist. Fepded., 180-1,
Guodoy spelts it Huegneyztean. Rel., in Barei, 1. 108, The first author writes
for Cinaeantlan, Cinnenton; Gladoy, Cenaceniean; aud Herrera, Canacantean.
dee. iif, Hb, v, cap, ix
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Chamula, where he demanded gold of the natives in
the name of Marin. A {ew trinkets were given Lim,
but not satisfied with these he scized the cacique in
the expectation of extorting a ransom.  The Chamu-
lans, however, rose to a wan, and Medina was glad to
get back to Cinacantlun, where he was arrested.?

No overtares or explanations on the part of Marin
availed to pacify the indignant people of Chamula, who
had, moreover, induced those of Huchueiztlan to join
them ju the revolt, His messages of peace were
received with defiance.  Oun the 29th of March Godoy
was sent inte the disaffected distviet with a small
foree, but found the attitude of the natives so threat-
ening that he deemed 1t best to avoid hostilities and
returned to report.  Marin was at this time cncamped
in a beautiful vale surrounded by pine groves, at no
great distance from Cinacantlan®  Ile now eonsid-
ercd 1t necessary to reduce Chamula by foree of arms,
and demanded of the Chiapances a contingent of two
hundred warriors, which was at once sapplied.  Mes-
sages were also sent to the friendly cacigue of Cina-
cantlan® soliciting an cqual number.

On the 30th of March, about ten o’clock in the

" (fodoy in his despatch to Corlés states that Medina was released on bail,
but that on their retnin to Espiritn Santo he hud imprisoned him, and that
fustice would be dealt him.  Bernal Diag, however, states that Marin ordered

im te be sent under guard 1o Cortéas: y lnego manda que por la posta lo
Ucuassen a Mexivo, pura fuie Cortey le castigasse,’ fist, Verdad., 180, Hor-
rera, followed by Brassenr de Bourhourg, asserts that Godoy sent him to Cor-
téa. dew. il litw v, eap. ix.  Oviedo makes no mention of the elrcumstance.
Bernal Diaz informs us that the offender was a soldier of Ligh standing, and
reirains from giving his name for the sake of his honor, bub with amusing
inconsistency states that he will mention it later, which he dors on page 193
Medina's fate was tragic, but merited; e was killed by Indiang ab Xicalaneo,
for particulars of which event sce Ifist. Cenf. Am., I 5434, this series.
Remesaland Beswnont give a version of his death someawhat dilevent from that
of Bernal Diaz, whois the more rebable authority, They state that Medinahad
becn gent after Cortés to tnform him of the disturbances which had arisen in
Mexico during his absence on the Honduras cxpedition, and that he was eap-
tured by the Indiuns of Xicalanco, who, sticking splinters of pitch-pineinto his
bady and setting five fo them, made him walk round a hole in the ground till
he expired. Fést. Chyepe, 104; Cron. Mick., M5, 522,

™ §t wad here that Cludad Real, or Chiapas de los EspaBioles, was founded
later. Jd., 181; Godoy, Rel,, in Bareiu, 1. 167.

M Cinpeantlan lay between Chinpas and Charula about three leagnes irom
the latter, Zdist. Verdad., 180,
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morning, the troops arrived at the foot of the eminence
on which Chamula? was situated. The ascent, at the
only point where attack was possible, was impracti-
cable for horscmen.  Marin therefore ordered the cav-
alry to take up a position on the level ground below,
and to protect his rear while the assault was being
made.® The infantry and allies then scaled the height
and were soon in front of the fortifications, which they
found to be of a formidable character. A palisade of
strong cross-timbers let deep into the ground and
firmly bound together was the first obstacle to their
entrance, and behind it was a bulwark of stone and
mud nearly twelve feet high and four feet in thick-
ness, into which were inserted strong beams. This
again was surmounted, along its whole length, by a
wall of heavy boards six feet high, supported by
strong crossbars on both sides, all firmly lashed
together, while at intervals loop-holed turrets had
been erected commanding the approach. At the
strongest part of this bulwark was the single entrance,
which was approached by a narrow flight of steps
leading to the top.

Though astonished at the strength of these ram-
parts, the Spaniards did not hesitate to assault them;
but during the whole of the day all they could effect
was the destruction of the outer stockade, Repeated
attempts were made to mount the steps, but at each
effort the assailants were driven back by the long
heavy spears of the defenders. Incessant volleys of
missiles were dirccted against them; their ranks
suffered severcly; and it soon became evident that
some other plan of attack must be adopted.?* The

ACalled Chamolla by Ilerrera, and also by Gomars, Cong. Mex., 233;
Chamolan by Ixtliloxchitl. Horribles Crueidades, 71,

® Godoy states that the horsemen were divided info three troops, which
were stationed so as to form a cordon round the hill; Bernal Diaz that the
eavalry aitempted the steep, but were found to be useless, and that Marin
thercfore ordeved them to retire, ag he feared an attack from the towns of
Quishuitlan (Huehueiztlan?),

# *¥no les podiamos Lazer dafio ninguno con los grandes mamparos que
tenian, y ellos 4 nosotros si, que siempre herian muchos de los nuestros.’
Bernal Dhaz, Jist. Verdad., 181, Godoy ou the contrary says that the
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only practicable one which suggested itsclf was to break
opeu the wall with picks and crow-bars under cover of
wooden sheds. Natives woere thervefore despatched for
implements to the valley where the bageage and
wounded had been sent under the protection of ten
of the cavalry; and the besiegers now constructed
several strong frames, cach capable of holding twenty
men.®  These were pushed up to the wall, and under
cover of them the Spaniards began to break through
it. The Indians poured on them burning pitchy, scald-
ing water, firchrands, and hot cmbers,® and finally
crushed them with heavy rocks, making i necessary
to withdraw them for repairs.  Then in mockery and
contempt they threw golden ornaments® at the refreat-
g Spanjards, and with taunting words derided them.
“Is it gold you want? We have abundance of it;
why come ye not in and take it?”

But their suceess was of short duration. The sheds
were soon strengthened, and again the piek and crow-
bar were plied agalust the wall, now almost picreed.
About the hour of vespers® two openings had been
madle, and the assailants, rushing through, engaged in
a hond to hand encounter with the Chamulans, who
bore themselves with such unyielding firmncss that
the ecross-bowmen placed their weapons close to the
breast of the fou and discharged them without taling
aim. The contest was terminated by a furicus storm
Chamulans sustained heavy loge from the cannon and cross-bowa. Rel, in
Bearcia, 1, 107--8, ’

#Godoy makes no mention of the milding of these sheds.

76 Y qumia y sangre toda rebuelta, y mui caliente,’ was also showered down
upan the Spaniardz according to Bernal Diaz, Godoy says ‘noa echaban
mucha agna ealiente, embuelta en cenica, § ¢al.’

# Bernal DHaz gives o glowing account of the shower of golden ornaments:
‘¥ nos echaron desde las almenas siete diademas de oro fine, y muchas cuentos
vaziadizas, 6 otras joyas como caracoles y apades todo de oro.” Hiat. Ferded,,
181, Godoy on the contrary says: ‘echaron vn poco de Oro desde dentro,

diciendo, que dos Petacas tevian de aguello.” Rel., in Bargia, 1. 168, Herrera
and (lomara follow Godoy.

B Three o'clock in the afternoon, Bernal Diaz is frequently at variance
will &Godey in ninor points, and from his account this would be either the
third day of the siege, or the assaunlt with the sheds was commenced on the
frst day; neither of these statements agreeing with Godoy. 1 consider the
latter more refialle in many matters of detail, as he wrote alinost immediately
after the accurrences.
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of rain, and so wurky became the sky that the cowmn-
batants could burely distinguish one ancther.  Marin
withdrew his men under shelter, and, the storm abating
in an hour, again advanced on the stronghold. No
missiles were aimed at them as they approached the
barricade, but a serried line of spears confronted them,
and no orders were given o storm the position.  Ab
length Bernal Diaz with a single comrade crept up
to one of the openings, and peering in found the place
unproteeted.  Then mounting the ramparts he beh.eld
the Indians in full retreat by a precipitous path leading
to the valley below., The Chamulans had fled, but
not all.  The two Spaniards were soon attacked by a
body of two hundred warriors still left within the
enclosure, and but for the timely arrival of the Cina-
cantlan allics Bernal Diaz had never lived to write
the “True History of the Conquest of Mexico.™ The
retreating host was ab once pursued, and a number of
captives were made, prineipally women and children.
No gold or other valuables fell to tho lot of the
Spaniards, but they fournd in the town what was of
more benefit to them—a store of provisions—for, as
(Grodoy relates, the men had not tasted food for two
days.®

On the following day, the 1st of Apnl, Marin re-
turned to his camp, whence he sent six of his prisoncrs
to the Chamulans summoning them to allegiance,
- bidding thew to return to their stronghold, and prom-
ising that all the captives should be released if they
subwitted. These inducements had their effect, and
the deserted town was soon again repeopled.™

#Bernal Dinz was slightly wounded by o spear-thrust in the eontest which
oceurred befove the vain-storm, and was only saved Ly the thickness of his
cotton corslet.  Ile clalms to have discovered the ruse of thoe Chamulans in
planting their spears iu position, but ou this point his narrative is doubtful.
Godoy says, ‘1 hallumonoa burlados...i subiendo el Albarrada, no havia
Homlve dentro.” Kel., in Brreia, i. 168.

¢ Hollawos larto de eomer, quo bien lo haviamoes menester, b cansa que
log dos Diag no haviamos comide, ni teniamos qud i ann los Caballos,” id.
Ixehitlochitl, contrary to Bernal Diaz, GGodoy, (iomara, and Horrera, states
that they obtained mnch booty but few provisiona., Zorribles Crueldades, 71.

. ¥ Godoy states that 200 Indians had been killed on the first day of the
sicge; while on the accond so wmany fell that they wore not counted. The

N
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The Spaniards now advanced against Huehueiztlan,
where the inhabitants, discouraged by the fall of
Chamula, made but a feeble resistance, and then took
to flight. Several of the towns in the sierra were
then summoened to surrender, but no answer was re-
turned, and Marin, not venturing to march against
thema with his slender force, returncd to his eamp
ncar Cinacantlan. Here a warm discussion was held
respecting the carrying-out of Cortds’ instructions to
found a town. Opinion was divided; but the final
decision, supported by Marin, was that 1t would be
dangcrous to do so owing to the smallness of their
numbers and the want of necessaries.®

Marin now set his face homeward. Marching
along the bank of the Mazapan he passed through a
number of towns, in all of which he met with a friendly
reception, and was greeted with offers of submission.
While traversing a portion of Tabasco he encountered
bands of refractory natives, but reached Espiritu
Santo in safety at the beginving of April 1524.

Between this date and the close of 1526 little is
known of the events which occurred in Chiapas, and
‘much confusion exists in the statements of the lead-
ing chroniclers. During the juberval there is little

town was assigned by Luis Marin to Bernal Diaz, as a reward for having firsh
entored it, anﬁ Cortés ratified the grant for a period of cight years, When
Ciudad Real was founded the population of Chamula was transferred thither,
Jlist, Verded, 181

** (Godoy statee that this opinion was nnanimous, In this portion of the
narrative he and Bernal Diaz are thoroughly at vartance, the latter evidently
having wished te remain. Considerable dissension oceurred. Alonso de
Grrado, whom Bernal DHaz deseribies as a turbulend rather than a fighting
man, produced a cédula signed by Cortés assigning to him hali the tvwn of
Chiapas as an encomienda,  On the strength of it he demanded of Marin half
the gold colleeted at that city, which was refused him on the greund that it
was needed to pay for the hiorses that had been killed. An angry dispute
followed, in which Godoy became involved, and it was terminated by the
licutenant putting both him and Grade in irons and keeping them prisoners
six or seven dmys. Then Grado was sent under guard to Mexico, where he
wag geverely reprimanded by Cortds, and Godoy released by the intercession
of friends, Hist, Verdad., 182, Now Godoy mentions nothing of this affalr,
but states that Gmde went to Chiapas, and other Spaniards to towns ‘que
:_;.llli 63.)1 Teniente les havia depositade, and were weil received, Bel,, in Bareia,
i .

Hisr. CENT. Ax., VorL. II, 1§
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reason to doubt that the natives again rose in revolt,
but we have no particulars as to this outbreak, except
that Diego de Mazariegos was sent against them from
Mexico with a well appointed force, and quickly re-
duoced them to submission.®

Tor a time the Chiapanecs yielded to their fate, but
the exactions and crueltics of Juan Enriquez de Guz-
man, who had been appointed captain of the province
by Marcos de Aguilar® drove them to desperation,
and during the latter part of 1526 they once more
broke out in rebellion. Again Mazariegos marched
against them from Mexico, at the head of a %J\V?I:ful
corps,” supplicd with five picces of artillery. Retiring
to the stronghold of Chiapas the Indians made good
their delence for several days; but at last the Span-
iards battered down their fortifications and advanced
to the assault. Still the Chiapanecs flinched not, and
fought until they could no longer wicld their weapons.®
Then followed a tragedy as strange and appalling as

¥ Both Herrern and Remesal state that this first expedition of Mazariegos
was undertaken in 1524, and in this statement only, and in the number of
the forces, do they agree,  Herrera's aceount of the campaign of 1524 is copied
ahmost word for word by Remesal in his narration of the one in 1626; and
the former author as lightly mentions Mazariegos’ second expedition as Re-
meeal doca his first.  The latter may, however, in this instance, be relied upon,
ag ho gquotes from the archives of Mexico, The entrance of Pedro Puertocar-
rero into Chinpas from Guatemala ia mentioned by both authors, as an inei-
dent of the enmpaign which each describes, but it is imposaibloto believe that
Alvarade conld have spared that officer with & body of troops during the
eventful year 1524, when fully oceupied with the conquest of Guatemala, T
have, therefore, adnpted Remesal'schronology. Itis strangethat he does not
seem to have had any knowledge of Marin's expedition, as velated by Herrcra.
This sumewhat perpleses Juairos, who remarks that Bernal Diaz’ narration
iy ‘cirenmstantially ro different from the relation of Remesal as to induce a
belief that the latter had been misled by false information,’ Guat. (ed. Lon-
don, 1823), 210-11.

Hfremiad Liaz, Hist, Verdad., 221-2, (Guzman was & near relative of tha
Duke of Medina Sidonia. Id.

# Mazaviegos was cousin to Alonso de Estrado, then governor of Mexica.
Remesal pives the names of more than 80 officers and soldiers who accompanied
the expedition, Noticeable among them is that of Juan Evriquez de Gueman,
who appears to have returned to Mexico after the outbreak. In the same
list appear the names of Lwo priests, Pedro de Castellanos and Pedro (3onza-
lez, flist. Chyape, 265, From Bernal Diaz we learn that Mazariegos was
insfrueted to take Guazman's residencia, Hist. Ferdad., 222. It was the
Ecrforma.nce of this duty, perhaps, whicl, at o later date, made Guzman so

itter av enemy of Mazariegos.

L ‘Pelearon, haste que pudieron lenantar los bragos.” Herrera, dec. iti. lib,
V. ca,p. X1V,

-
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any recorded on the page of history. The self-de-
struction of the Taochi was indeed akin to it; but
this act of the Chiapanecs blauclied the cliock even
of these Spaniards, whose business was butchery, and
whose pretensions were something more chivalrous
than lay within the conception of auy other people;
here was something done by aboriginal Aumcricans
which in the way of chivalry, of lofty self-sacrifice,
of dectermined deliverance from abasement, has few
parallcls.  And what is most significant about it, had
they known all, it was the best they could have done
for themselves, to escape from Christian bondage at
any cost. This is what they did:

Scorning to yield themselves as slaves, the entire
population of the town rushed to the verge of a cliff,
which overhung the Mazapan, and thence Lusbands
and wives, parents and children, locked in close cw-
hrace, hurled themselves headlong, thousands of them,
upon the rocks below or into the swift-running river.
The Spaniards attempted to interfere, but of all the
multitude only two thousand could be saved. ™ These
were removed to a plain a league down the river, und
fromn this settlement sprung the town of Chiapas de
los Indios, which became in time a populous city.”

While Mazariegos was thus occupied at the strong-
hold of the Chiapanecs, he learned that a competitor
had appeared on the field. Pedro Puertocarrere had
invaded the provinee from the Guatemalan frontier,”

37 ¢ B¢ despefiavon mas de quinze mil dellos en dos vezes que fueron con-
quistados.’ Hemesel, Hist, Chyopa, 330

381t standa, though in a ruined state, to this day. Sfwariegos, Mem. Chi-
wpict, 1. Tho traveller Thomas Gage, who wrote in 1677, remarks that the
country of Chiapas *surpasseth all the rest of Amecrica in that one and famous
and mest populous town of Chiapa of the Indians,” which later he says *is
held to be one of the biggest Indian towns in all America, containing at
least 4,000 familics.” New Surpey, 218, 233,

3 The object of Puertocarrero’s presence is considered by Remesal to have
heen the e xtension of territory under the government of Alvarado. fiist. Chy-
ez, 205-6.  Another author states that at the commencement of the revulg
the Spaniavds had hurriedly fled to Comitlan, where they sent word to Alva-
rado in Guatemala. Mazariegos, Mem. Chivpa, 10, Thoe reader is aware that
Alvarado was in Spoin at this period.
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and Mazariegos regarding him as an encroacher, now
marched against him.  He found the interloper sta-
tioned at Comitlan, and Lis lamb-like followers would
probably, by way of varicty, have indulged in a con-
flict with their countrymen, had Puertocarrero been
strong enough to mect them. DBut his forces were too
few to hold out any prospect that it would terminate
pleasantly to himself. Besides, Mazariegos was hu-
mane and prudent. He spoke the intruders smoothly
and in a Christian spirit, represented to them how
glad he would be to reccive them as brothers:, and
generously offered them repartimicntos in Chiapas.
So no blood was shed.  But many of Puertocarrero’s
men deserted him, and he retraced his steps in angry
mood, having engaged in an expedition worse than
profitless.

The control over the province was a matter of dis-
pute on more than one occasion. That it was in-
cluded in the governorship of Guatemala is evident
from the provision cxtended by the king to Alvarado
in 1527, but the fact that he took no part in its con-
quest would seem to invalidate his claim. That nev-
ertheless he acquired a certain amount of control
appears from o cédula issued April 14, 1531, and
quoted by Remesal, in which he grants permission
to the settlers to deal with escaped slaves as if they
were branded.  Again in 1532 we find that the cabildo
furnished him with two cannon for his South Sea ex-
pedition, though the members confessed that they did
s0 only through fear of his causing then fresh trouble.*
The country, being now subjugated and free from out-
side interference, lay ready to be portioned out to the
conquerors in repartimientos. This process occupied
some time, and the rest of the year was passed in re-

0 Hiat. Chyapa, 279, The colovists of Espiritu Banto elso laid claim to
the territories of Chiapag and Cachula, as is seen in a royal eddula of 1538, in
Puga, Cedwlario, 115, Juarros says that Puertocarrero being informed of the
disturbances in Chiapas considered it ig duty to repair thither and endeavor
te restore trunquillity, Guad, (ed. London, 1823}, 214.
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organizing the provinee and arranging for its coloniza-
tion. Tt was expedient to found a Spanish settlement,
and on the 1st of March 1528 Mazariegos, with the aid
of Indians, constructed a number of huts on a spot
distant about a league to the east of the depopulated
town of Chiapas. A meeting was then held at which
the licutenant-governor cxplained that the site he
had selected was not necessarily intended to be per-
manent, and that if a more advantagcous spot were
found, the colony should be removed to it. In the
mean tinie, in the name of his Majesty, hic appointed
municipal officers, and a fow days afterward an cnrol-
ment of citizens took place, more than fifty names
being recorded. The town was named Villa Real after
Mazariegos’ native city, Ciudad Real of La Mancha.
Tho newly appointed cabildo then went into session
and the appointments of Luis de Luna, as visitador
gencral, and Gerénimo de Cdrceres, as cseribanoe, were
recognized and accepled.”

But it was soon discovered that the locality was
unfavorable. It was hot, unhealthy on account of
the neighboring swamps, and infested with mosquitoes
and bats., The site was thercfore removed to the
pluin of Huey Zaecatlan,” twelve leagues distant.
Here were rich, arable, and pasture lands, while a
winding river and numerous streams afforded an abun-
dant supply of water. A town was formally laid out,
lots were assigned to citizens, buildings begun, re-
poartimientos granted, and the territory portroned in
caballerias and peonias. It was afterward ordered at
a8 session of the cabilde held on the 17th of August
1528, that all who desired to obtain land from the
natives should do so by purchase. Protection was
also extended to them by regulations framed to pre-

vent the appropriation of thoir produce or its destruc-

! Theze appointments had been extended by Alonso de Estrada in Novem.
ber 1627.  On the Gth of March the municipality drew up a tariff of fines,
ordered a pillory and scaffold to be erceted, and transacted other business.
Remesed, 1fist. Chyapa, 268-9,

*1 Guez Gueizacatian as spelled by Juarres, Hist. Guat,, 61
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tion by animals. Any Spaniard who sent his servant
to gather maize {rom thelr ficlds was to forfeit ten
pesos de oro for the first oflence, and for the second to
lose his servant, who was to be publiely flogged.  Reg-
ulations passed during the carly part of the following
year roquired that all encomenderos should asscmble
the sons of the caciques at their residences to be
instrueted in the doctrines of the church., Christian-
ized natives were to receive Christian burial, and
others were to be decently interred outside the city.

The administration of Mazaricgos appears to have
been based on humane principles and to have had in
view the welfare of the settlers.  But this condition
of affairs was of brief duration. In 1529 Juan LEnri-
quez de Giuzman was ordered by ihe andiencia of
Mexico to take his residencin, and appointed captain
general and alealde mayor of Chiapas. Iis mmvesti-
gation was conducted in a spirit of vindictiveness
which can be accounted for only by the fact that the
latter had previously been his juez de residencia.  He
stripped him and his friends of their repartimientos,
and gave them to his own creatures; he appropriated
his dwelling and town allotments, and when the man
whom he thus despoiled soon afterward set forth for
AMexico, gave further praof of his enmity by changing
the name of the town to Villa Viciosa. By a royal
cédula of July 7, 1536, its name was again changed
to Cindad Real ®

Guzman now exercised his power without restrain,
and laid the foundation of permanent evils.  All offi-
einl positions were filled by favorites of his own to the
exclusion of those entitled to then; the encomiendas

2 A coat of ayms was granted to the town in 1533, It was as follows:
A shield with two monntain ranges with a river {lowing between then; above
on the right a castle, Ur with a lien rampant against it; on the left a palm
Vert in frnit, and ancther lion rampant, all on a field, Gules, A decree of
he state vongress of July 27, 1529, azain changed the name of the place to
Ciudad de San Cristilal, Pineda, in Soc. Mex, Geog., il 371-2,  Consult
also Gonzaler Divile, Teatro Evles., L 1880, where will be found o wood-cnt
design of the anns; Rewesal, Hixt, Chyapa, 271, 272-3: Mazariegos, Mem.

Chinpe, 18-19; Juarros, Guat., i. 12; Pineda, Deserip, Geog., 46. For mean-
ing of viciosa see fiwst, Afex., i 143,
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were taken from those to whom they had been as-
signed, and distributed among undeserving followers;
and 1n a few months the whole colony was embroiled
m dissensions, At alater date all offices except those
of the two alealdes, the procurador syndie, and the
city majordomo beeawme salablet  The provinee was
divided into numerous repartimicutos, and n every
principal town a lieutenant of the alealde mayor was
stationed.  ““Not,” says Mazariegos, * for the admin-
istration of justice, but rather to superintend his large
and scandalous repartimientos and to collect trilbute
dues,”  This system of government by encomenderos
was oppressive and exhausting to the country, and {o
1t the ruin of the towns of Chiapas is to be attributed,
The province was subject to the captain general and
the audicncia of Mexico; but their conlrol was cxer-
cised with little attention to the improvement of the
system.  This state of affairs lagted until 1544, when
the audiencia of the Confines was cstablished, and
Chiapas was included in its jurisdiction.*

1 The ofliee of algnacil mayor was at last sold for 4,057 pesos; thoseof the
eight regidors for 400 pesos cach; that of the public adwinistrator for 4,200
tostones—the toston being half » peso—that of escribano pullico for 527 pesos,
al Juter for 1,110 pesos, Purida, in Sac, Mex. (eog., Doletin, 1. 370,

+ For tho incidents that occurred before the capture of the town of Chia.
pas the account of Bernal Diaz has been accepbed as the kase of thia narra-
tive, but the version of Diego do Godoy, an ‘escribano el rer,” who accom-
panied the cxpedition, is also worthy of eredit,  The latter frrpishoed Cortes
with two reports of the proceedings, though his first one, which way written
fromy Cinacantlin, has not yet appeared in print, and is peruaps no lenger
cxtant. The second despateh was written from Hspiritu San*o, and way first
published st Teoleda by Caspa de Avila on the 20th of Octobes 1523, togother
with the fourth letter of Cortés to the king of Spain, and arain in Valoncia
by (ieorge Costilla on the 12th of July 1826, In 1740 Anirée Gonzales do
Bareia reprod veed ib in Madrid, in his eollection of the works of the chroni-
clers, Godoy's account and that of Bernal Disz, thouylh myrreeing in the
main features of the campaign, are stranpely contralictey in many ar-
ticulars. TIn weighing the eredibility of their statements it shonld be horue
in mind that the former wrote his despatch immediately af or the conclusion
of the carapaign, whils tho latter wrote from memory man s years afterward,
It is heyond dispute that Marin commanded this expeditics, as appears from
his own despateh and the statements of Bernal IMaz; ye* in Gomuara, fiist.
ez, 233; Herrerg, dea. iii: lib. . cap. viil, and Drasweur de Hourboury,
Higt, Nat. Civ., iv, 873, it is etated that Godoy was in charge, Marin being
second in command,
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THREATENED DESTRUCTION OF THE INDIES.
152613543

DECHEASE OF Ixniax PoPrLATION AT THE ISTENMUs—AND IN HONDURAS—
TREATMENT OF SPANISIL ALLIES 1N GrateMaLa—TorTups AXD BUTCHERY
oF HovTine Natives—TrRnow INsP1ReD By ALvanapo—-KarLy LECISLA-
TIoN—ITs Nox-omErvaycE—THE New Laws—Toe Avpiescia oF Pa-
NAMA ABULIEUEL—THE Avpiexcris oF Los Reves axo Los CoNPINES
LaranLisnEn—Disctrst CATSED BY THE NEw Cone--THk First VICE-
Rov 0F PERI ARRIVES AT TiE IsTuntes— e Takea CrarGE oF TREASURS
ACQUIRED BY S1avy Lasok—ANDL LIKERATES 4 NUMBEER oF INDIANS,

Tue old Milanese chronieler, Girolamo Benzoni,
mentions that daring a journey from Acla! to Nombre
de Dios about the year 1341, his party entered some
Indian huts to obtain a supply of provisions. The
immates thinking they were about to be enslaved
attucked them savagely with hands and tecth, tearing
their clothes, spitting in their faces, uttering doleful
cries, and exclaiming guacel! guacei! which Benzoni
translates as “the name of a quadruped that prowls

! Renzoni spells the word Achla and states that the town was situated at
a distunce of about Lwo Low-shots from tlic shore, Mondo Nuowo, 77. Fora
deseription of ils site soe sl Cont, Am,, i 4138, this series,  Glrolamo Beon-
zoni, 10 1541, joined the Spanineds in their forays for gold and slaves, and
trnversed the Central American provinees,  Regarded donbtless as an inter.
loper he does not appear to have mot with the success ho expected, amd in
1556 vetarned to Jtaly determined to vent his spite by au exposé of Spanish
greed and eroelty.  In 1663 he published the wovlc entitled Le ffistoric del
Mowdo Neorw, dedicated to Pins 1V, aud cantaining 18 woud-cuts, with his
own portrait on il Srontispicce,  Fhe sceond edition, somewhat amplified,
appuared 11 1572, fullowed by quite o sunlier of reprints and translations,
particalarly in Geroan and Latin, The well kuown versiou Ly Chauveton,
doctur and protestant preacher at Geneva, the Nove Novi Ovbiz Flistorie,
Geneva, 1578, was frequently reisaned.  The dedication praises Benzoni for
exactitide and impartiality, and notes by otlhier writers are added to confirm
and explain the text. De Bry gave furtlier valae to this version by means of
maps amd faney plates.  Turelas, amoug others, treated it with Tess respect
in offering merely * Bricfe extracts translated out of Terom Benzo.” Amends

1 262
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by night in search of prey.”? Being at length pacified

by sigus they brought forth food, and oue of them
consenting to act as guide informed the travellers
that therc were no other Indian habitations on their
line of route, for the Spaniards had cither killed or
made slaves of the entire population,

In Honduras slaves were still kidnapped, and sold

were made for this slight in 1857, when the only full English version was is-
sued by Admiral Smyth, under the auspices of the Hakluyt Soclety. The
rendering is somewhat faulty, however, and the corrections of Benzoni's uneult-
ured st}'gge and misspelled names not always an impravement,

Benzoni hud evidently the jutention of writing a more imposing general
history of the New World, though it dwindled into o short narrative.  There
18 an apparent effort ab moderation, partienlarly with regard to himself, yet
the Jisposition to exagperate, or to lie, as Thevet intimates, crops out even in
biz sarvasms, and yielling to credolity he allows a great pars of the navea
tive, on events or phenviwena, to become merely the record of jaugling and
weird rumors current amung gossips.  This ho partly admits by saying: ‘In
malte cose ho tronato che voa parte non conforma con Valtra, A cuusa ebw
ogn'nno favorisce il suo copitane, et pitt digo, cho in questi pacsi si truttano
poche verith.® lih. iil. fol. 123, *Lonas de su narcacion saco de low autoves

receienies enn hastante filelidad, pero comunmente sin Jnicio ni examen, Ko
08 principios esti lleno de erroves.” Mudio, fHal, Nuevo Hondo, tom. 1. xxi-ii.
Nobertson refers to him a9 a discontented detractor.  He does ot feel well
aflcetedd toward Las Casps, despite their common aim, lut calls him a vain
man, incapable of carrying onnlhis reform promises.  Whatever may e said
against the work, much of the material is voluable, ne it ciobraces faots
glossed over by the chreniclers, and gives the persenal olzervations of 2 man
not imbued with Castilian partiality. Indeed, Pinelo calla hin an * Autor
Ezm afceto i los Espadioles,” Epiiome, tom. i1, 589, and they very vaturally
ve returned the compliment by neglecting him, :

A eontemporary of Benzond ag traveller and author is the Frenchmaen
André Thevet, who claims to have travelled for 17 years round the world, to
acquire a proper knowledge of men and things, and who is credited with
having rnastered 28 langnages. The result of his obscrvations was issued ab
Paris in 1558 a9, Les singuinriter de la France Antarctique, autvement nommee
Asaeiriquer, containing philosophic dissertations on natural and marat listory
in the Levant, Afriea, and America, and remarkable chicelly for credulity and
want of critique. 1t attained geveral cditions which are now sought for their
rarity, amony them, [ictoria dell’ India Amevien. i Awdrea Tevet. Veon.
jce, 1561, e also wrote the Cosmegraphie anivergelle, Taris, 1373, 2 vola.
falio, which iz even more valueless, and admired only for its wood-cuts; the
Cosmagraphic du Leveort,  Liyon, 1556; and the Cosmographie mosensite, pub-
lished only in Paria 1858; and le left several other picces i manuscript.
Do Thou refers to lim rather severely s follows: ¢ Fuit patrid engolimensis,
professione primnd Franeiscanus, dein, enm vix litteras sciret, abjecto cucullo
ex monacho ecleberrimus planus religiosis ot aliis peregrinationibus primam
miztemn contrivit, ex quibus famd) contreetll, animum ad libros seribondes
ineptd ambitione applicavit, ques alieno calamo plerumque exacatos et ex itin-
erariis vulgaribus atque hujusmodi de plebe Scripturis comsarcinatos miseris
iibrariis pro enis venditabat: nam alioqui litteraram, antiquitatis atque omnis
temporum rationis supra oninem !idcm%uit imperitus, utfereincerta pro certis,
falsa pro veris et absurda semper seiberet,” f/ist., lib. xi.

* This epithet they applied to all Christians,
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by ship-loads among the Islands 01 m Nicaragua, so
that in the vmmtv of Trujillo, where iormul_} were
native towns with from six hundred to three thousand
houses, there were in 1347 not more than a hundred
and eighty Indians left, the remainder hiaving flied to
the mountains to aveid capture. At Naco, which o
few years before contained a population of ton thou-
sand souls, there w ere, 1536, only forty-five remain-
ing. At w coust town naned Ta }__ngd, nine leagues
from Trujillo, and containing nine hundved houses,
there was but one inhabitant left, all having been sold
iute bondage save the youns daughter of the L'aciquc,
who had oontrlvod to clude the slave-liunters.”

Cruel as was the treatinenb of the natives in every
part of the Spanish proviuces, nowhere was oppres-
sion carricd to such an extreme as in Guatemala
ITere little distinetion was made between the allies
and the conguered races; even the faithful Tlascaltees,
who, alter the conquest, had scttled with the Mexi-
can and Cholultee auxiliaries at Almolonga, being
enslaved, overworked, and otherwise nmltr(‘afcd until
i 1547 there were barel v a hundred survivors.* The
natives of Atitlan, who had never swerved in their
allegiance to the Spantards, were treated with eqgual
severity. After sharing the hardships of their mili-
tary eampaigns, they were compelled to supply every
year four or five hundred male and femalo glaves and
every fifteen days a number of tributary laborers,

¢ For the condition of the native settlements in Ionduras, sce Montefo,
Curins, in Pachere and Cdrdenns, Col, Dee., il 2954, 228, 240-1; and
Sipeier's MSS., xxii. 244

1By eédula, dated July 20, 1332, they were c»{cmpted from other than a
nominal tribute of twe 1Lals, Jz:fw-ms Gual., 1, T4 543; but this order
was unhecded. In 1347 the suryivoes dres up a memmnl to the emperor
representing their past services and satferings, and petitioning for their rights,
The decument was written by a friar and referred to the licentiate Crrrato,
who was instracted te sce that justice was doume to them, Memorind, 1547,
S, in Cendro Americs, Ffractos Sueltos, 41-2,  An atteinpt was made ata
Inter date to impose tvibnte upen their descendants; but the Mexican govern-
ment confirmed them in their rights in 1564: ' Fueron amparadus cn poscsion
de su libertad, y se librd en Tenmetitlan 4 G de noviembre de 1564 real pro-
vision, que conservan loz naturales de Almolonga cn folios de pergamine

encuadernados en fmmz. de libro, empnstarlo con tablas finag, y forvade en
terciopelo carmesi,’ ete. Peluer, Afam. Guat., i 167,
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many of whom perished from excessive toil and priva-
tion.  They were required to furnish, besides, a large
quantity of eloth, eacao,” honey, and poultry; and so
gricvous were the burdens laid upon them that cven
the caciques were impoverished, and their wives com-
peiled to serve as beasts of burden and tillers of the
soil.

If such was the treatment to which the most faith-
ful allies of the Spaniards were subjected, what fell
cruclties may we not expect to find mnflicted on those
who, undeterred by defeat, rose again and agaiu upon
their oppressors? No words can depict the wiseries
of these hapless races.  Wholesale slaughter, haeg-
Ing, and burning, torturing, mutilating, and branding,
followed the suppression of a revolt.  Starvation, ex-
haustion, blows, fainting under intolerable burdens,
groans of despair, and untimely deatl, were their lot
m time of peace. During Alvarado’s tiwe the waste
ot life was wanton and most sickening. Iu the ficld
starving auxiliaries were fod on humaun flesh, captives
being butchered for food; children were killed and
roasted; nay, even where there was no want of pro-
visions, men were slain merely for the feet and
hands, which were esteemed delicacies by the anthro-
pophagous races. Nor were the marital relations of
the natives any more considered than if they had been
by nature the brutes which the Spaniards wade of
them in practice. Households were rendered deso-
late, wives being torn from husbands and davghters
from parents, to be distributed among the soldicrs
and seamen, while the children were sent to work at
the gold-washings, and there perished by thousands.
Thus the work of depopulation progressed, and it is
asserted by Las Casas that during the first fifteen or
sixteen years of the conquest the destruction of

$1In the time of Alvarade the tribute of cacao was 1,400 xiquipiles, and thia
was paid vntil 1342, Reguéte L' Atitlan, in Terncue-Compans, Voy., scrié i
tom, x. 420-2, A xiguipil was §,000, end the number of chocolate-beans
contributed was therefore 11,200,000.
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Indians in Guatemala alone amounted to four or five
million souls.®

- None of the eonquerors of the New World, not even
Pedrarias D4vila, were held in such dread as Pedro
de Alvarado. When the news of his landing at Puerto
de Caballos was noised abroad the vatives abandoned
their dwellings and fled to the forests. In a few days
towns, villages, and farms werc deserted, and it seemed
as if the whole province of Guatemala had been de-
populated by enchantment.” The plantations were
destroyed by cattle; the cattle were torn by wild
beasts; and the sheep and lambs served as food for
the blood-hounds, which bad been trained to regard
the Indians as their natural prey, but now found
none to devour,

$ Regio, Ind. Devastat., 38-40. How populous the country was may be
imagined from the fact that Alvarado represented it as exceeding Mexico in
the number of ifs inhabitants, ! Et ipsemet tyrannus scripsit majorem esse
in hacjlrovincia. populi irequentiam, quéam in Regno Mexico, quod & vernm
est.” Jd. Las Casas also states that, when ihe Spaniards first entered the
country, tho towns and villages were so many and large snd so denscly popu-
lated that thoso who marched in advance mnot infrequently returned to the
ezptain demanding o reward for having discovered another city equal in size
to Mexico, 7Hat. Apolog., MS., 28,

it will be remembered, Lhowever, that Alvarads procured relays of Indians
from Guatemaln to pack lis materinl and supplies from Trujillo to Iztapa.
Enough were left, remarks Remesal, upon whom to wrenk his vengeance, and
the Cakehiguel and Quiché privces, who appesred before him to do him hom-
nﬁz, beearno the fivst vietims,  They were reproached with the reforms brought
about st their favor, during his absence, as of crimea worthy of capital pun-
ishment; for daring to complain to the governor they were accused of relrellion,
Numeless adventurers, who had been unable to extort encugh gold from them,
or take from them their vassals to work in their fields sud houses, pretended
that the ill-will of these chicls had ceused their ruin, and loudly demanded
that the adelantadoe should grant new repartimicntos aceording to their ser-
vices,  Alvarado, who was wounded to the quick by the appointment of
Maldonado, listenied to all these complaints, an& now displayed his nsual bru-
tality, Prince Cook, Alitzil of the Cakebiquol crown, Ea ran throngh with
asword. Tepepul, king of Gumarcash, or Utatlan, and the Ahpozotzil Cahi
]lpox, together with a large number of lords, were cast into a prison on some
frivolous protext, When on the point of sailing from Iztapa, Alvarado bein
roqiiested by the municipal council to determine their fate, settled the matter
Ly hanginyg the latter nad putting the former together with o number of the
Teading eacigues on board hiz fleet, All of them perished miserably on the
coost of Jaliseo.  Among his other victims was a lovd called Chuwi-Tziguinu
2nd 17 other Cakehiquel princes, whom he took with Lim from Santiago vnder
rmtcnce of condueting them to Mexico, When a short distance from the eity
w cansed them oll to be strangled, Remesal, Hist. Chyapa, lib. iv. cap. iv.
E :;c i Brasewr de Bowrbowry, Hist, Nat. Cin., iv. 797-801; Pelaez, Mem.

wal,, i V7.
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As carly as 1525 intelligence of the terrible rapidity
with which depopulation was progressing reached the
emperor, and on the 17th of November he issued a
cédula for the protection of the fast decreasing races.?
In 1519 he ordered the council of the Tudies to draw
up regulations for the government of the provinees,
and that body issued a deerce regarding the treatment
of natives, which, although the protection of the in-
terests of tho throne may be a somewhat prominent
consideration, exhibits sympathy and enjoins modera-
lion toward the oppressed races.’ Other cédulas were
issued at brief intervals, but that all were inoperative

B Real Cédula de [T de Norre 1536, in Soe. Mex. oy, Boletin, v 31631,
T the preamble fo this decree the emperor states that it is noterious that
exeessive toil in mines and at other labor aml the waut of food and proper
clothing had cansed the death of sneh nwmbers that some pares of the eountry
had become depopulated, whils whole districts wera abanduned iy the natives,
who had fled to the mountaing nnd forests to escupe ill-treatment. Fhis
cédula, designed to apply to the king’s dominions {u the west from Panamd
to Florida, ordeved diligens inquiry to be made relutive to the killing, robbery,
and illegal branding of Indians, and that the perpetrators shondd Lo de-
Hvered over tothe conreil of the Indies.  Other pruvisos were tlud slaves
should be restored to their native ecountry, and if ibis wore uot possi-
ble they were to be placed in reasonable liberty, nor were they to be
too heavily worked or made to labor in the mines or olsewhere against
their will, In fotare expeditiona of discovery and colonization the leader
was to take with hm two cecleslastics at least, wlo were tu use greateat dil-
igence in obtaining kindly treatment for the Indians. Natives who wers
peaceably inelined wers not to be made slaves; at the snme time the promo-
tien of morality and good customa was nob left out of sight, and iu coses
where it wight be deemed beneficial by the priest they mixlit be assimied to
Chiristian Luropeans as free servitors; and lastly no discoverer wast fo taka
with himn cub of their nativo Jand on any of his expaditions morce than one or
twa Indians to set gg interpreters. Xuomener, lib, il cap. lil., states thab
natives were branded as slaves tlwough haviug been mevely assigned to an
encomendero, and thet young boys and tender girls were taken from the towns
by hundreds towash for gold in the gulches, where they perished from hunger
and havdship. Pelaes, Mem, Quat, 1. 57, A notalile case of branding Indians
who Lad yeaccably submitted, was that of the natives of Curcatlan by Alva-
rado in 1524, described by witnesses in Cortés, Hesidencin, U6, 150,

# This order repeated the mandatey of the previous ecdala, and in addition
aholished the system of encomiendas, ag well as the branding of Indians as
slaves. His majesty refused to grant them as vassals to any one. No Span-
iard waa to be allowed to use them as pack-animals, The caciques were nob
to be deprived entirely of governing pewer, but allowed certain jurisdiction,
unnder the advice and Instruction 0}3 the governors of provingea. Natives
were to be coconraged in gold-mining; bat, on payment of the royal dues,
the gold they extracted was to helong to themselves; nor were they to be de-
prived of the lands they had acquired by inheritanee, if they wished to culti-
vate them.

"Tu 1533 it was enacted that an Indian’s Joad shonld nat excced two arro-
bas in weight. In 1536 it was ordered that natives wlio had been accustomed
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is shown from many incidents which have already
been related. .

Distant legislation was of no avail. The branding-
iron still scarcd the captive’s flesh, the pine-torch was
still applicd to the rich vietim’s feet, and the lash
still fell on the toiler’s uncovered back. The enco-
menderos, bent only on amassing wealth, worked their
Indians until they were on the verge of death, and
then cast them forth from their houses or left them
where they fell dead in the streets, as food for prowl-
ing dogs and carrion birds, until the odor of corrup-
tion infected the settlements.”” Nor did the homes
of the living escape destruction or their property
violcut scizure. Their dwellings werc pulled down to
supply building materials, and the produce and wares
which they brought each day to exchange in their
market at Santiago were taken from them by the
scrvants of the Spaniards, or by soldiers, who repaid
them only with blows or stabs. ™

to move from place to place were not to be prevented from doing so. Other
luws passed the same ycar were to the effect that no szm_mrd of any ra:nk
eould be carried about by Indiana in hammeock or palanquin, Negl‘oeﬁ_lll-
treating Indians were to receive 100 lashes, or if blood were shed, a punish-
ment adeguats to the severity of the wound, Nativo villages aned settlements
were nut t0 e inhebited by Spaniards, negroes, or molattoes, A Spaniard
when travelling eould only remain one night, end Spanish traders three days,
in an Indian village. In 1538 laws wera made ordering that cacigues were not
10 sell or barter heir subjects,  This year also & modification of previous cn-
netuients limited the nee of natives os pack-animala to those under 18 years
oi age.  The Indians were, by all possible means other than coercion, to be
indueed to live in communitiea. In 1541 viceroys, audienclas, and governors
wero ordered to aseertain whether encomenderoa sold their slaves, and if any
snch wore discovered they were to be exemplarily punished and the bondsmen
thus aold restored to liberty. Recop, de fudias, il. 192, 194, 201-2, 212, 277-8,
258-0.  These laws were general and spplied to all Spanish America.  Vaz-
«quez states that, in the year 1714, there existed in the city archives of Guate-
mala royal cédulag, issued in 1531, 1533, and 1534, authorizing the branding
of slaves taken in war or obtained by rescate. Chronica de Giout., 37-3.

H1n December 1530 the cabildo of Santiago was compelled to pass a law
ordering the burial of the dead. *Los Indioa que mueren en suz easas, no los
entiorvan, & los dexan comer de perros, y aues, & podrir dentro de la dicha
cindad, de que snelen venir & recrecer muchas dolenciag 4 los vezinos y hah.-
ititea” Remesal, 1list, Chynpa, 30, Christiapized Indians, whether servant
or slave, were to be Luried in consecrated ground at the depth of the ywaist-
belt of wman of good stature. Others were to be buried an estacdo deep, ont
of reach of dogs, under penalty of 90 pesos de oro. Jd.

¥ln 1829 laws were pussed prohibiting sueh acts under = penalty of 25
pesos de ore, the proprietor of the servant to forfeit his ownership. If the
person offending wero an hidalge the fine was 100 pesos de oro; if not he was
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Thus notwithstanding the ordinances cnacted by
the cmperor for the protection of the natives, and in
the face of a papal bull issued in 1531 by his holi-
ness Paul T11.,* restoring to the Indians their liberty
throughout the provinces, their numbers rapidly de-
creascd and the condition of the survivors grew worse
as fresh taskmasters arrived in the New World,
Few even of the poorer and none of the wealthier
class of Spaniards expected to find there an abiding-
place. Spain’s boldest and most reckless left her
shores and voyaged westward with the placid satis-
faction of ruffians released from law’s control, and now
free from the check of an effectual exccutive power
regarded themsclves as masters of the position.

In 1542 Bartolomé de Las Casas placed in the
hands of the emperor the manuseript of his well known
work on the destruction of the Indies, and through
the cxertions mainly of that never-tiring missionary
-a royal junta composed of ecclesiastics and jurists was
held during the previous year at Valladolid for the
purposc of drawing up regulations for the better gov-
ernment of the provinces. The great apostle of the
Indies pleaded his favorite canse with all the fire of
his eloquence, urging that the natives of the New
World were by the law of nature frec, and giving
utterance to the now somewhat trite maxim “God
-docs not. allow evil that good may come.”

It is somewhat singular, to say the least, to hecar
such doctrine from the lips of a Dominican,* while

to receive 100 lashes, Ardvalo, Aetus Ayunt, Guat., 90-1, 114-15. Themarkes
called by the Indians tianguez was held daily at sunset, To provide against
the ontragen then committed a master of the market was appointed in 1532,
In the following year another decres wos found nceessary, which wag repab-
lished Yebruary &, 1534, Remesal, Hist, Chyapa, 32, N

Y Paul 11L it will be remembered is noted as the pontifl who excommuni-
cated MHomy VIIL of England, and in the contest of Charles V. with the
Protestant Leagua deapatched a large foree to the emperor’s nid.

U It will be remcmbered that the inquisition, at that time in full blast,
was founded by the Dominican order. In Pregeott's Pery, ii. 933, it is stated
that ihe arguments veed by Las Czsaa before the junta were first published
by a secrotary of that institution.
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yet the dark looming cloud of the inquisition cast, as
from the wings of 2 fallen angel, the dun spectre of
its huge eclipso athwart the hemispheres.

The ordinances {ramed by the junta received the
emperor’s approval, and after being somewhat ampli-
ficd were published in Madrid in 1543, and thence-
forth known as the New Laws®  The code contains
a large number of articles, many of them relating
almost exclusively to the cnslavement and treatment
of the natives, It was provided that all Indian slaves
should be sct free, unless their owners could establish
w lesal title to their possession.®  None were thence-
forth to be enslaved under any pretext.

Proprictors to whom the repartimientos had given
an excessive number must surrender a portion of them
to the crown. On the death of encomenderos® the
slaves were to revert to the crown.  All ceclesiastics
and reliclous socicties and all officers under the crown
must deliver up their bondsmen or bondswomen, not
being allowed to retain them even though resigning
office.  Inspectors were appointed to watch over the
interests of the natives, and were paid out of the
fines levied on transgressors.  Slaves were not to be
employed in the pearl-fisheries against their will unde:
penalty of death to the party so employing them, nor
when used as pack-animals was such a load to be laid
on their backs as might endanger their lives, Finally
they were to be converted to the Catholic faith, and
it was ordered that two priests should accompany
all exploring parties, to instruct the Awmericans that

" The fall textof them is given in Leyes ¥ Ordenanzas, Icazbelcetn, Col.
Doe i, 20427, There are oxtracta from them in Herrern, Jlemesal, Tor
yuemacda, awd other chroniclers.  For further mention of the new code aml
its workings sce J/ist. Mex., ii. 5186, et seq. this scries. I'rescott aays: <Lhe
provigiens of this celebrated eode are to be found, with more or less—grencrally
less-—aveuracy, in the various contemporary writers. Herrera gives thom i
extense.' Pern, ii. 255, The listorign is himself somewhat inaccurate on this
aindd other potnts.

' Bulore the new lows were paseed Indians captured in war or guilty of
eertain erimes conld be legally enslaved.

T 1or & deseription of the repartimicnto and encomienda B¥stem, ses JIis
Cent. Am., i 20624, and Hist. Mex.,, i, 145-52, this series.

e
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his Majesty the emperor regarded them as hLis free
subjects, and that his holiness the pope desired to
bring them to a true knowledge of Lim the spread of
whose doctrines had in less then half a century been
attended with the depopulation of the falrest portions
of the New World.

Among the provisions of the new code were others
almost as distasteful to wany of the Spaniards as
were those relating to the enfranchisement of the
natives. The audiencia of Panamd was abolished and
two new tribunals were to be cstablished, one at
Los Reyes, which now first began to bear the name
of Lima, and was thenceforth the metropolis of the
South American continent; the other termed the
audicncia, de los Confines, at Comayagua, with juris-
diction over Chiapas, Yucatan, Guatemala, Honduras,
Nicaragua, and the provinee of Ticrra Firme, known
as Castilla del Oro. From the decision of these
tribunals and from those of the audiencias of Mexico
and Santo Domingo, there was to be in eriminal cases
no appeal. In civil suits the losing party might
demand a sceond trial, the benefit of which Is not
apparent, as no new evidence was admitted, and the
case was conducted by the oldores who rendered the
first judgment. If the amount exceeded ten thousand
pesos de oro, there lay right of appeal to the eouncil
of the Tndies. Moreover, the oidores® were cmpow-
ered to inquire into the administration of the gov-
ernor and other civil functionaries, and to suspend
them from office, their report being sent to the couneil
of the Indies for final actlion.

Such were the 'main features of the new code which
sought to strike the fetters from a nation which was
fast disappearing from the family of man. Tidings
of this remarkable piece of legislation soon spread

'8 For a deseription of the organization and jurisdiction of andiencias see
Higt, Cent. Awm., i. 270-3, this series, and of the supreme council of the
Indies, 250-2 of the same vol.

Ernr, CExz, Am,, Yoz, II, 16



24% THEEATENED DESTRUCTION OF TIHE INDIES,

throughont the New World, and from Mexico to Tuos
Reyus the entive population was ju a state of ferment
borderine revolution.  ‘L'o deprive the settlers of their
slaves was to reduce them to beggary.  Slaves con-
stituled e ehicf source of wealth throughout the
provinees,  Without them the mines could not be
worked, towns could not he built, lands could not be
Gl The soldicr weged lis rvight of conquest, and
many o searred veleran, worn with toil and hardship,
threatened to defend by he sword which had helped
to win an empire for his sovercign the estatcs now
threatened Dy these vexatious regulations,

The eolonists were soon to learn that the new laws
were not to remain a dead letter as had been the case
with the royal ordinances.  Iu January 1544 Vasco
Nuiicz Vela, the fiest vieeroy of Peru, arrived at
Nombre de Dios, and finding there some Spaniards
returning to their native country with stores of wealth
acquired by the sale of their Peruvian slaves, ordered
them to deliver up their treasure,” and but for some
doubt as {0 the Jegality of such a proceeding would
certainly have confiscated 1t.

After erossing the Isthmus the vieeroy liberated and
sent buck from Panamd at the expense of their propri-
ctors, several hundred Indians who had been brought
from 'eru or were unjustly held in bondage.  Bitter
were Lhe romonstrances against these high-handed
measures, but Vela wierely answered, “I come not to
discuss the laws but to execute them.” The condition
of the nutives was not improved, however, by their
hberation, for we learn that numbers died on board
ship from starvation and ill-usage, while others, cast
ashore unarmed on a desolate coast, fell a prey to wild
beasts or otherwise perished miserably.

A committee of the most noble and influential of
the Spaniards waited on the new viceroy to gain from

¥ The version piven in Proseott’s Perw, ii. 260~1, is that the viceroy found
o ship, Jaden with silver from the Peruvian mines, ready to sail for Spain, and

that he lnid an emlargo on the vessel as containing the proceeds of slave
kibyr,  Therv is, however, no absolute prohibition in the new code against
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him, if possible, some concessions. They urged that,
inasmuch as the Indians had been converted to Chris-
tianity, it would be a great loss to the church to
enfranchise them, and that if enfranchised they would
always be in danger of perishing from starvation.
They dared not return to their own tribes, for the
caciques inflicted the penalty of death on all whe had
become Christians. These arguments served but to
rouse the wrath of the viceroy, who dismissed the
deputation saying, *“Wecre you under my jurisdiction
I would hang you every one.” Thenceforth none
dared oppose him further. Even the oidores of the
newly established audiencia of Los Reyes who had
accompanied him from Spain made no protest, and
cn his departure for Peru remained for some time at
Panamd Lefore they could muster courage to follow.
In Tierra Firme and in the islands of the Spanish
West Indies the new laws were partially obeyed,
although complaints were still frequent of the ill-
treatment of natives, of their being punished with
stripes if they dared to complain, and of the arrival
in Panamig of cargoes of slaves from Nicaragua. The
priests were earnest in their protestations, and their
reports to the emperor abounded in lofty expressions
of concern for the cause of Christ and of humanity.
The ecclesiastical and secular intercsts were cver at
variance. Should the alcaldes render any decision
that threatened to work adversely against the author-
ity of the church, they were excommunicated, and
thus rendered incapable, in the eyes of the people, of
discharging the functions of their office. The gov-
ernor and the bishop were continually at war, the
latter cloaking under his pretended zeal for the con-
version of the Indiang, and the former under the pre-
text of upbolding the dignity of the crown, the real

the amplos'-ment of Indians in working the mines, elthongh, as mentioned in
Herrera, dee. vi. lib. v. eap. iv., & cédula issued in 1538, forbade that natives
be g0 engaged, and authorized the substitution of negro slave labor for such
purposes,
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purpose for which cach was too often striving—that
of gathering into his coffers the gold of his Majesty’s
vassals,®

#The emperor was memorialized by the clergy and by the civil anthori-
tivs, each party sending ite petition without the other's knowledpge, each
slandering its wlversary and using such falsehoods as wonld be most likel
to injure the opposite cuuse, Adbéres, in Oent, Am.; Exér. Saclios, in Squier's
MES,, xxil, 45,



CHAPTER XV.

PANAMA AND PERU.
1538-1650.

ADMINISTRATION 0F DocToR ROPLES-—INTERCCEANIO ComMUNICATION—PRO-
POSED (CUANGE 0F TRE S17E oF PawvamA—Nouwpsre pe Dios axp rrs
TRADE—THE Istuyes THE Hichway oF COMMERCE EETWEEY THE
HeMi1sPHERES— Vasco Nv3Ez VELa Laxvs iy Peuno—CGonzaro Pizarko
AT THE HEAD 0F A REBELLION-—DISSOLUTION OF THE ATGDIENCIA OF
105 REY:Ea AND ARREST oF TRE VICEROY—HI8 RELEASE—I18 DEFFAT
AND DEATH AT ASaQurTo—GoNZALO™ Dukams o Covgristr—HE De-
BPATCHES Baciicao T0 PaNaMi—Ilinorosa's Exveprtioy—His Broon-
rESE CoRQUEST oF Tk ProvisceE—Mercnor Verbuso's INvasron—
PEDRO pE La (Gasca—His NEgoTIATIONS WITIT THE REVOLUTION978—
Gasca Laxns ;¥ PERv— ExrecoTioN oF Goxzalo PIZARRO.

Or Pedro Vazquez, who succecded Barrionuevo ag
governor of Castilla del Oro, little is known; but of
Doctor Robles, the successor of Vazquez, under whose
adininistration the povernment was continued till
1546, it is alleped, and probably with truth, that he
wrought more harm to his fellow-man in a twelve-
month than the malign genius of a Pedrarias cven
could accomplish in a decade. In his greed for wealth
he was rivalled only by the all-grasping Pedro de
Los Rios, and in the astute cunning with which he
cloaked his evil deeds he was without peer evenin a
community where the prevailing code of morals taught
neither fear of God nor regard for man. Appointed
oidor of the audiencia of Panamg in 1538, he held
office for several years, and the abolition of that tribu-
nal was probably due in & mcasure to his malefeasance.
There are no explicit details as to the precise charges
which were brought against Robles, but we learn that

{245}
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in cvery instance he contrived to baffle the scrutiny
of his judges. The licentiate Vaca de Castro was
first ordered tobring the offender to justice, but called
in vain on his fellow-vidores of the audicncia of
Panamé to aid him in so doing. On the establish-
ment of the andiencia of the Confines, the trial was
yet unfinished, and as the aggrieved parties still
clamored that it be brought to a conclusion, Ramirez,
one of tlic oidores, and the first alcalde mayor of
Panams, was ordered to take his residencia. Robles
appears to have escaped punishment, for he soon after-
ward figurcs as senior oidor of the audiencia of Lima.
He returned before long to Panamd, and we leawn
that on the capture of that city in 15350, by Hernando
and Pedro de Contreras, some of (Gasca’s treasure
was captured at the house of Robles, who thenceforth
disappears from the page of history.?

When Pedro de Jos Rios set out for Nicaragua he
left orders with Captain Hernando de la Serna and
the pilot Corzo to make a survey of the Rio de los
Lagartos, now known as the river Chagre, for the
purpose of facilitating communication between the
two seas. They were directed also to examine the
river Panamd, flowing in the opposite direction, and
to explore the country between the highest navigable
points on the two streams. This was done with a
view of discovering tho best route for a grand thor-
oughfarc across the Isthmus, over which the tide of
commerce might flow between Spain and the Spice
Islands; and although this object was never realized,
the discovery which reduced land carriage to a dis-
tance of nine leagues proved most useful in the subse-
quent intercourse of Spain and Peru.

The project for interoceanic communication by way
of the isthmus of Panamd was first mooted more than
three hundred and fifty years ago, and to Charles V.

! Gasca, Carta al Consejo, in Col. Dac. Ingd., 1. 107; see also Herrera, dec.
vi. lib, v, cap. iii.
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probably belongs the menit of its suggestion.  The
plan first proposed was to unite the Rio Grande with
the Chagre, which except in scasons of drought was
navigable for vesscls of light draught as far as the
present, town of Cruces, and so make the connection
on the Pacific side ncar the modern city of Panami,
Andagoya, who has already becu mentioned as the
one who in 1522 conducted an cxpedition to B,
was directed to make a survey and to furnish estimates
of the probable cost.  His report was unfavorable; for
in a despatch addressed to the cmperor, about 1334,
he expresses his belief that there was no menareh in
all Europe rich cnough to furnish the mcans to carry
out such an enterprise.?

In the same despatch Andagoya also reports ad-
verscly on a question which had been for several years
under discussion-—that of moving to another site the
population of Panamd. In aletter addressed to Fran-
cisco Pizarro in 1531, Antonie de la Gama declares
his intention of making such a change; for ever stuce
the city had been founded by Pedrarias, complaints
had been made of its unhealthy dimate® A royal
cédula was afterward issued ordering that the citizens
should meet and discuss the question, and Andagoya
states that the matter was decided in the negative;
for, he tells us: “There is no other port n all the
South Sea where vessels could anchor alongside the
streets.” Moreover he affirms that “God Limself
had selected the site.”

The chronicler Benzoni, who travelled in Darlen
between 1541 and 1556, mentions that the road from

2 In Guarelle, fathme de Panome, 4, it is stated that Aundagoya made his
survey in obedience to o cédula iesued 20th February 1534 Some authori-
ties gtate that Philip first sugpested the idea of uniting the two occuns hy
means of o canal; but when t%e survey was ordercd he was not over seven
years of age.  In JTist, Cent, dm., 1 360-1, this scrivs, there iy a description
of the diffienlties overcome in construeting the first voad across the Isthnus
about 1320, and an account of the ohstacles encountered by surveying expe-
ditions even in the middle of the nineteenth century.

2 Almayro, Injormacion, Col. Doe. Inad., xxvi, 265, and Herrera, doc, iv,
jib, x. cap, vil.
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Panamé* to Nombre de Dios was about fifty miles in
length, and that during the first day’s journey 1t was
tolerably sniooth, but the remainder of the route lay
over rugged and difficult ground, through forest and
througl streams sometimes almost impassable dur-
ing the rainy scason® Merchants doing business at
Nowbre de Dios usually resided at Panamd. At the
time of Benzoni's visit to the former town, about the
year 1541, it contained but fifteen or twenty thle“
sale merehants, the remainder of the population being
principally small tradesmen, innkecpers, and sallors.

"The trade of Nombre de Dios was extremely fluctu-
ating, Tourteen or fifteen Spanish vessels of various
sizes, the largest being about three hundred and sixty
tons burden, arrived there annually, with miscella-
neous cargocs, but laden principally with wine, flour,
biscuit, oil, cloth, silk, ard household merchandise.
The prices obtained for goods depended altogether
upon the supply. When the market was overstocked,
prices frequently ruled lower than first cost in Spain,
and cargocs were sometimes forfeited by the consignee
as not worth the freight. On the other hand, when
an article was scarce, an enormous price could be ob-
tained for it, sometimes its weight in gold.

When a ship arrived at Nombre de Dios the cargo
was discharged into flat-bottomed boats, and carried
by way of the Chagre as far as Cruces, about six
feagues from the South Sea. Here the merchandise

! Benzoni goes gomewhat out of his way to make Panam4 appear in a con.
templilile Light, He says that it contained about 4,000 inhabitanta and had
abouwt 120 Lousca bnilt of reeds or wood and roofed with shingles, but he
docs not explain how such a population contrived to erowd themselves into
that number of dwellings.

® In his description of n jenrney from Acla to Panamé by way of Nombve
do Dies, Benzonl mentions that his party was accompanied 2¢ negro
glaves, whose husiness it wos to eut away the undergrowth and branches of
trees that lunred their path, The samme writer also alludes to the danger
incurred Ly travellers during the rainy asason throngh the frequent crossin
of the Chagres en route across the Isthmus. He relates s story of & Spaniard,
whn while fording tho last branch of the river, meounted on a mule, and with
gold amd jewels in his posscesion to the value of 4,000 ducsts, was carried down
atream, lost everything, and was saved only by tying himaelf to the brauch
of & tree, arriving at Nembre de Dios with otly his waistcout,
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was delivered to mulcteers, who conveyed it to
Panamd, whence it was shipped in various directions,
though the greater part of the trade was with Peru®

About the middle of the sixteenth century the
isthmus of Darien had become the gate-way between
the two scas, and Panamnd the most important ity of
America.  Sitnated upon the world’s highway and
in the very centre of the Spanish colonial possessions,
through its portals must flow the treasures of Peru
from the south, the products of Mexico, Nicaragua,
and Guatemala from the north, and the {rans-oceanic
traffic of the Spice Islands from the west. Thus
Panamd beeame not only the metropolis of the two
Amerieas, but the half-way house and toll-gate be-
tween western Europe and eastern Asia, There the
raw adventurer who at the opening of his ecarecr
pressed forward with eager expectation into a dark
uncertain future inct the returned fortune-seeker
elated with success or broken-spirited through failure.
Into the lap of this great central city poured untold
wealth. Her merchants were princes; her warernoms
were filled with rich merchandise of every kind and
from every quarter of the globe. There were to be
seen stacks of yellow and white ingots from the mines
of Peru, the cochineal and dye-w oods of Mexico, the
richest wines of Spain and Portugal, the silks, vel-
vets, and laces of France and Italy.

The establishment of this commercial metropolia
on the shores of the southern sea was the means
of winning for Spain many of thase provinces whose
wealth was thus exchanged for the luxuries of the
0Old World. Without Panama Francisco Pizarro could
never have conquered Peru,” and after his conquest it

¢In commenting on the statements then current as to the commeree of
Panamé, Benzoni remarks: “¥enza dubio dieci Mercatanti Venctiani basteri-
ano A comprare tutte la mercantie che vi entrano voa volta l'anne, cor la
istessa citdd.' Mondo Nvovs, lib. 1i. 79

T Fizarro aent 20,000 gold castellanos to Panaméd and thus enlisted in hia

service a xumber of recraits which he could not otherwise have obtained,
Naharro, Descubr, y Cong., MS.
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is more than probable that but for prompt assistance
from Panamg the brave Maneo Capac would _ha\ie
succeeded in exlerminating the Spaniards within his
territory.  While a ceutral position and a command
of both the occans gave to the city her wr:altl} and
importauce, the same causes exposed her not infre-
quently to social and political couvulsions, and to
attack from forcign powers.  An insurrection 1n
(luatemala, a rehellion in Peru, a system of restric-
tions on Asiatic trade were immediately felt in Pan-
amd, and upon that eity fell the heaviest blows aimed
by the English, Frencli, or Dutch against the Spanish
possessions in the New World.  Detween 1545 and
1671, at which later date the old city of Panama was
hurned, 1t was sacked and partially destroyed no ]-oss
than four times.  Tn other chapters I shall bring
together such facts as I have been able to find relating
to the Jives and fortunes of the Spantards ot Darien
and Central America during the three centuries which
elapsed between thie conquest of that country by the
Spaniards and their renunciation of allegiance to
parental authority.  This epoch opened and ended 1n
attempted revolution.  The first was futile, the last
suceessful. The first, was attempted by brave, strong,
and daring men, but Spain and Charles were stronger.
The Tast was attempted by weak, degenerate Span-
1ards, hut Spain and Fernando were weaker.

Upon the death of Franecisco Pizarro, the Alma-
erist faction maintained the ascendeney in Peru,®
until dispersed by Vaea de Castro on the plains of
Clurpas. . Young Almagro then fled to Cuzeo, where
he was arrested and beheaded as a traitor®  Vaeca de

* Awmong other munading expeditions planned by Almagro was a raid on
Papmnit i Nombre de THos for the purpose of plundering Loth places, ancd
waking e forawee o Lase for fubure operations aguinst Nicaragua and Gua-
teaala He dntended moreover to destray all ships on the Padilic side that
conld ot T ntilised. Paca de Castro (Licensiado Cristobal), Carta al Empe-
eendur Bon Cedrlos, diindole crente de la sublesacion y castino de Don Diego de
Adueneo ooz y e otros bnparlantes aauntos (Cuzea, Nov. 24, 1542), Curtaa
e fedriea, 475, 4834,

¥ hie very spot where his fathier met a like fute, Herrcra, dec. vi, Lb.
viocup, i
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Castro had but just arvived in Peru, ITe brought with
him & commission from the erown to arbitrate upon
aml settle the dizcords between the rival factions; and
in the event of the deccase of Francisco Dizarro, he
was instructed to assume the government.  Gonzalo
Pizarro, who had been appointed governor of Quite,
was at the time of his brother's murder absent on au
expedition of discovery to the river Amazon.  On his
return, learning of Franeiseo’s {ragic fate, he offered
his services to Vaca de Castro, but they were declined
by that official, whe was foarful lest the turbulent and
overbearivg disposition of the last of the Plizarros
should interfere with his adininistration of the gov-
erntment.  Gounzalo, angered at the rebuff, retired to
La Plata and eneaged in working the rich silver-mines
i that locality.

Up to this time Charles, occupied by the affuirs of
his vast cnipire at home, had pad but Little attention
to the welfare of the eolonics.  In general terms the
Spanish government had st limits Lo the cruelty and
oppression of the nafives by the conquerors.  The
intentions of the sovercigns and their eouncils were
from the beginning hmmane and praiscworthy as I
have often obscrved. But as new issucs were con-
stantly growing out of these new conditions, and as
very many of the royal deerces concerning the affairs
of the Indies were Impracticable and therefore
inoperative, the conquerors were left in a measure to
lay down their own rules of conduct according to
their immediate necessities; or rather to act indepen-
dent of all rule, being governed by the dictates of their
judgment or interest.  If success attended these law-
less efforts, the misdeeds of these adventurers were
obliterated by their golid.  If unsuccessful, they
usually fell victims to their cruclly or cupidity, and
their bones were left to moulder in the wilderuess; so
that in the early history of the Spanish colonics it
was only at rare intervals and in aggravated cascs
that any notice was taken of disobedicnce of the laws.
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To one crime, however—that of disloyalty—the
Spanish menarchs were never insensible.  So long as
the prerogatives of the crown were strictly regarded,
excesses were overlooked. The next most heinous
offence was civil strife. Nabive Americans, a rac
midway between Castilians and. brutes, might be
slaughtercd by the thousand upon slight cause;™ but
the lives of Spanish marauders were far too valuable
to be given up to internecine strife. )

In %eru, however, it was different. The passions
of the populace had been roused by contending fae-
tions, and the license hitherto granted to the con-
querors rendered them all the more impatient of
restraint. Although the people were worse prepared
for stringent measures than the more orderly colonists
of Mexico, the person upon whom devolved the
exccution of the obnexious laws lacked the wise and

olitic discrimination which governed the actions of
]ézmdova,l and Mendoza.

On the 4th of March 1544, Vasco Nufiez Vela
landed at Tumbez on the Peruvian coast, and as the
fame of his high-handed measures at Panam4 had not
preceded him, was accorded a loyal rceeption. His
popularity was short-lived, for the viceroy imme-
diately liberated a number of slaves and on his jour
ney to Los Reyes would not even allow his baggage
to be carried by Indians, or, if compelled to de so, he
paid them liberally. Such eonduct cansed huge dis-
gust throughout the province, but Nuitez was deaf to
all remonstrance and even caused the arrest of some
of the malecontents.

Many now bidding defiance to the vicegerent took
up arms and urged Gonzalo Pizarro, the soi surviving
brother of the conqueror, to place himself at their head
Nothing loath, Gonzalo proceeded at once to Cuzeo,

'« Egpafioles hat que arian perroy carniceros v los avesan & matar Todios,

lo qual procuran & 1as veces por pasatiempo, i ver si lo hacen bien los pereos,
Morales, Liolacion, MS. 9 p
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and having good store of wealth accumulated by wining
and pillage soon mustered a numerous band.® The
royal banner of Castile was planted before his quarters,
and he loudly affirmed that he was a true and lawful
subject of the king, that the viceroy had exceeded his
Instructions, and that be only aimed to hold in check
his iniquitous purposes until the will of the cmperor
could be ascertained. Vasco Nufiez at length drew
upon himself the indignation of his own partisans, who
at the instigation of the bachiller Cepeda, a member
of the audiencia, mutinied and decided to place the
viceroy upon a vessel to be conveyed back to Spain.

Meanwhile the colonists flocked to the standard of
Gonzalo from every direction, until he scon found
himself at the head of twelve hundred brave and dis-
ciplined troops. On the 28th of October 1544,
amidst the acclamations of the populace, he entered
Lima™ at the head of his army, and the royal audien-
cia was dissolved. Scarcely had the ship which was
to carry Vasco Nufiez to Panamd set sail from Lima,
when Alvarcz, the official in charge, not daring to
appear in Spain with a viceroy as a prisoner, threw
himself at his feet, begged forgiveness, and placed the
ship and all on board under his command. Being
thus unexpectedly released, he disembarked at Tum-
bez, raised a small force, and marching northward as
far as Quito, called upon all loyal subjects to rally
for the protection of the king’s authority. He then
marched at the head of about five hundred men to
San Miguel.®

Gonzalo Pizarro, who had been narrowly watching
the movements of the viceroy, now determined to

MIn Herrera, dee. vii. lib. vil, cap. xxii., it is stated that (Gonzalo was
elected captain, procurator general, and chief-justice. .

It was truly a irivmphal entry. Pizarro himself was clad in a full suit
of mail, with » vichly embroidered murcont, and hefore him was borne the
royal standard of Castille. Zarate, Hist. Peru, lib, v. cap. xil.

'>He gnthered great strength by the adhesion of Diego Centeno, n brave
officer, who was exaeperated %y the cruelty and oppression of Pizarro’s lieu-
tenant-governor in Charcas, and therefore declared for the viceroy, Robert-
son’a fhist. A, ii. 240,
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bring matters to an issue. On the 4th of March
1545, he departed from Lima and marched against
his opponcut. Vasco Nufiez, fearful of the result,
abandoned the town and fied to Afiaquito, whither
he was followed by the revolutionists, and on the
18th of January 1536 a hotly contested battle was
fought, resulting in the defcat and death of the
viceroy.™

Even before this event Gonzalo Pizarro had ass_umed
the dictatorship of Peru and resolved to make himself
master of Panamd, bis drecams of conquest extending
even to the provinces north of Tierra Firme™ Xmn-
listing in his service one Hernando Bachicao,’ he
placed liim in command of six hundred men and a fleet
of twenty-seven ships.¥  Arriving at Tumbez, Bachi-
cao landed a hundred troops, whercupon Vasco Nuificz,
though in command of two hundred well trained vet-
crans, fled to Afiaquite, a portion of his forces desert-
ing him and joining the standard of the revolutionists.
Proceeding thence to Puerto Viejo and clsewhere, he
seized several vessels and enlisted a hundred and fifty
recruits. Calling at the Pearl Islands he was met by
two messengers from Panamd, sent to request that he
would forbear to land an armed force in Tierra Firme.

1+ Vageo Nuficz was decapitated by a negro on the hattle-field, and his
hend borne on a pike.  Somo of the soldiers were brutal envugh to pluck the
grey lirs from the beard end wear them in their helmets as trophiea of the
victory. Mervera, dee, viii, lib. i, cap. iii. Ses, also, Fernandez, iz, Peru,
pt. & Iib. i, eap. liv,

e ordered galleys to be built at Arequipa, which with the vessels
alreadly in his possession would make him master of the sea from Chile to
Niearagua. Zerate, Hist, Pern, lih. v, cap. xv.

18 Named hy some enthora Machicao, and in Benzoni, Mondo Nuwucro,
Machicano. When (onzalo Pizarro made his entry into Lima, Bachicao
coused the artillery, ammunition, and equipments ta be carried on the hacks
of Tndians, thus sﬁowing hia contempt for the new code of lawa, Remzoni,
Bondo Nuove, 210 (ffak, Soc. ed.) See, also, Gomara, It. Ind,, 214, and
Dalos Bioyrafices, in Cartas de Indias, T18-20. Gomara says of him: ‘.o
eseojeran entro mil para qualquiera afrénta, pero conarde como liebre, y asi solia
el dezir: ladrar, pesed tﬁ, y nomorder. Era hombre baxo mal acostumbrado,
rufian, preammnpinose, renegador, q se auia encomenado al Diable,...buen
ladron. . .asi de pmigos como de enemigos.’

1 On board the fleet wero Maldonads end Doctor Trejada on their way to
Spoin to render to the emperor Gonzalo Pizarro's account of the matter and
await his Majesty's further instructions, Pizarre, Carta of Bey, in Obl. Doe.
Iuéd., 1. 195 passim,
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Bachicao replied that he intended but to land his pas-
sengers and revictual his fleet.

The people of Panams had been repeatedly warned
by Vaca de Castro and others that their city was in
danger of falling into the hands of Gonzalo Pizarro
and had levied & force of seven bundred men, though
ill-equipped and without experience or discipline.
Thrown off their guard however by Bachicao’s answer
they allowed him to enter the harbor without oppo-
sition. He landed a portion of his forces and almost
without resistance seized all the arms and ammunition
in the arscnal and delivered up the city to pillage.
The ship-masters in port were ordered to join his fleet,
and those who refused were hanged at the yard-arm.
A captain named Pedro Gallego was also executed for
disobeying his order to shorten sail and cry Viva
Pizarro

All law and order were for the timc at an end. Men
were put to death without the formality of a trial, and
it is even sald that Bachicao beheaded somo of his
own officers on the merest suspicion of their disaffec-
tien or even for pastime.”

On receiving news of his lieutenant’s misconduct
accompanied with letters of remonstrance from the
citizens of Panamd, Gonzalo at once deposed him from
the command.® Hc was resolved, however, to gain
control of the Isthmus, and despatched for this pur-
pose Pedro de Hinojosa, at the head of two hundred
and fifty men, with instructions to seize and hold both
Panamé and Nombre de Dics. Hinojosa, who had

® Gomara, sl Ind,, 1. 14, Benzoni states that the captain was hanged
at the harbor of Vecchie in Taboga. ‘TFece aleuni soldati in porto Vecchio,
e vicino Tabepa ]éig]ib una pane, e perche il patrone non abasso le velle cosi
resto, 1o mandd & impicecare, € cosi giunto A Panama, e non volendo Giouanni
di (fusman che intrasse nella citta, ilquale faceua gente per lo Vicert,’ Hist,
Mondo Nuovo, 143,
¥ Benzoni, Hist. Mondo Nvovo, 211, Bee also Oviedo, iv. 400, In Zorate,
Hist. Peru, lib, v. cap, xvi., 1t iz stated that the order for an execution was
given in the words ' Manda hacer el capitan Hernando Bachican.’
* Of Bachicao's subsequent history we learn that he was captured while
attempting to desert to the royalist party, and execnted by Francisco Carba-
jal, one of Gonzalo's officers, Datos Biograficas, in Cartas de Indias, 718-20.
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first landed in Peruin 1534, and had done good service
under Francisco and ITernando Pizarro, was a man of
no mean abilities. Endowed by naturc with a clear
intelligence, honest of purpose and faithful fo his
trusts, with a judgment sharpeucd by long intercourse
with the stirring scenes of the New Waorld, he was
cuinently fitted for command, and enjoyed in no small
degree the confidence of his soldiers.

The expedition sailed northward as far as Puerto
Viejo, whenee a vessel was sent in charge of Rodrigo
de Carbajal with letters from Gonzalo to the principal
residents of Panamd begging their favor and cotpera-
tion, disclaiming all connection with Bachicaos out-
rages, and stating that Hinojosa was now on his way
with means sufficient to indemnify all who had suffered
loss. If the force by which he was accompanied ap-
peared to them somewhat large for the purposc, 1t
should be rernembered that Gonzalo’s enemies were on
the alert, and that 1t would be unsafc to navigate the
ocean with a smaller {leet.

Accompanied by fifteen mien, Carbajal landed at
Ancon, a small cove two Jeagues from Punamg. There
he was informed by some planters residing in the
vieinity that two captains of the viceroy, Juan de
Guzman and Juan de Ilanes, were in the city enhst-
ing troops under a commission from their chief, who
awalted their coming at Quito. They bad thus far
succeeded in ralsing a company of one hundred men
and in collecting a considerable quantity of arws, in-
cluding six pieces of ficld artillery. “ But,” continued
his informers, “although they have been ready to sail
for many days, they appear to be in no haste to de-
part, and it is now helieved that it is their mtentmn
to remain and defend the city against the insurgents.”
Under the circumstances, Carba]al did not think it
prodent to land. He thercfore despatched an cumissary
secretly by might with the letters from Pizarro.

The citizens to whom they were addressed were not
to be duped however, and at once placed them before
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the authoerities. The messenger was arrested, and
forced to disclose all he knew respecting Hinojosa
and his visit. The guard of the city was increased,
and two well armed brigantines were sent to capture
the vessel then at Ancon. But Carbajal was teo
quick for them; suspecting from the delay of his mes-
senger the true state of affairs, he slipped away, and
hiding his vessel among the Pearl Islands, there
awalted the approach of his commander.®

In the mean time Hinojosa contimuing his course
northward touched at Buenaventura. There helearned
that Vasco Nuilez Vela was then engaged, with the
assistance of Benaledzar, in recruiting his army in
that neighborhood. Landing a party of soldiers, he
captured cight or ten of the inhabitants, who gave
information that the viceroy was at Popayan, and
that owing to the delay of his captains, Juan de Illa-
nes and Juan de Guzman, he had determined to send
his brother, Captain Vela Nufiez, accompanied by
efficient officers, to hasten the arrival of troops from
Panamd, Moreover he had ascertsined that the
viceroy was building a brigantine, now almost com-
pleted, on board of which he intended to place his
brother, in charge of all his treasure,”™ and to send to
Panamd, in the hope of obtaining a heavy ransom
from some of Hinojosa’s partisans, an illegitimate son
of Gonzalo Pizarro, then a captive in his hands. Vela
Nufiez, together with his officers and & detachment of
men in charge of young Pizarro, were then marching
to the coast by different routes, to embark on board
the vessel. By a clever stroke of strategy Hinojosa
captured both parties, seized the treasure, and placed
Vela Nuilez and his command as prisoners on board

#In addition to other precautions, Pedro de Casaos, the corregidor, or
mayor, of Panam, crossed the Isthmus to Nembre de Dios, and exhorted all
loyal citizens to rally for the defence of Panam4s. (athering all the arque-
buses and other arma which he eould find, he returned to the city and ealled
upon the caphaing of the viceroy to place themselves under his banner. This
they obstinately refosed to do, thereby sowing discord which was to tell
greatly in favor of the insurgents. Zarale, Hist. Perw, lib. v. cap. xxx.

* Twendy thousand ducats according to Benzoni, Mondo Nvovs, 144.
Higx, Cerr, Aw., Vou. II, 17
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the fleet. Then taking with him young Pizarro,
whom he liberated and treated with marked considera-
tion, he set sail for Panamsg, aud atter being joined bj;
. . X .
Carbajal, cast anchor in the bay wilth eleven ships
and the two hundred and fifty men already mentioned.
This was in October 1545. _

The c¢ity was divided as to the policy of admitting
the insurgents,  The merchants and all who derived
profit from the Peruvian trade saw everything to gain
by tlie arrival of a large and richly laden fleet. Many
of them furthermore held property in Peru, and trans-
acted business through theiwr factors, upon whom
Gonzalo Pizarro would not fail to mflict summary
punishment if he heard of opposition at Panamd.
On the other hand Doctor Robles, the governor, with
his political adherents and all who derived place and
profit from the crown, loudly disclaimed against the
rehels, and called on the people to assist him in the
defence of the city, under penalty of the royal dis-
pleasure® In the end the governor’s party prevailed,
the opposite faction yielding in appearance at least,
and the corregidor Pedro de Casaos recelving the
appointment of captain general® marched forth to
oppose the landing of Hinojosa. The entire forces
of the royalist party now mustered,; apart from some
small reénforcements from Nombre de Dios, nearly
eight hundred men, only ninety of whom were dis-
ciplined troops, the remainder being an ill-armed erow
of citizen-soldicrs. The army was well supplied with
ficld artillery.®

B Light ships and three brigantines, Benzond, Monda Nuovo.

= Tua n de Jllanes, as soon as he saw the ships, eried out with & lond voice
to the citizens, *Come out of your houses, ye traitors, come and defend the
king's domain from these tyrants? When Pedro de Casacs sent word to
Hinojosa ty inguive the cause of lhis coming he answered that *he eame to
pay the Jdebts of Machicane.' Benzoni, Mondo Nuovn, L44-,

B Herrera, dee. vil, lib, x. cap. ix. Garcilase de la Vega, in Hist, Peru, ii,
244, styles Hinojosa governor, and Zarate, flist, Peru, 1ib. v. cap. XXX., says:
°Y el governador de aguells Provincia lamado Pedra de Cagans, Natural de
Sevilla, fue con gran diligencia 2 la Cindad de Nombre de Dios, i mando aper.
celir toda la Gente gue en ella cstaba, i juntando todas las Avmas, i Arcabuces
que pudo huver, los levo consigo & Panamd.’ The corregidor of a town was

often styled ‘povernador’ by courtesy., Ilence perhips the mistake,
% Hervera, dee. vil. b x. cap. ix.
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Dropping down with his fleet to the cove of Ancon,
Hinojosa disembarked two hundred men under cover
of his cannon, landing them on a rocky projection of
the shore, inaccessible to the enemy’s cavalry. He
then began his march on Panamd, ordering the fleet
to keep him company at a short distance from the
shore with guns trimmed rcady for action.”

At this juncture the ceclesiastics of the city issuing
forth in a body, with mournful chants and sad coun-
tenances, their garments covered with crosses and the
insignia of mourning, began to expostulate with both
armies. “Isitnecessary,” they cried, “for Christians
to imbue their hands In cach other’s blood!” At
length an armistice of one day was agreed on. Host-
ages were given on cither side, and the efforts of the
priests to bring about an agrecment between the par-
ties were redonbled.

Hincjosa deelared that he could not sce why he
was denied cotrance into the city.® e came not to
make war but restitution. Gonzalo Pizarro harbored
no evil design; but he was master of Peru, and he in-
tended to be master of the only thoroughfare to Peru—
that which traversed the continent from Nombre de
Dios to Panamd, If the people of the Isthmus would
resign themselves to the sway of Pizarro while he
wielded supreme power in Peru, or until matters were
settled by the erown, all would be well; otherwise war
must inevitably follow.

Pedro de Casaos and the men of Panamd were not
satisfied.® They had just expcrienced a foretaste of
what they might expect should another of Gonzalo’s
captains obtain possession of the city, but their only

3" 1t is said that a battle now appearing inevitable, the officer in charge of
Vela Nuiiez was ordered to hang him aud the other prisoners to the yard-arm.
Zarate, Hist, Peru, ih, v, caIp‘ xxxi. This statement is very improbable.

* He informed the people of Panams that if they had received a wretch
Yike Machicao, they certainly ought to admit him. Herrera, dee. vii. lib. 2.
cap, ix.
™ They had no faith in Finojosa's promises. “Aunque Gonzalo Pizarro
governase juridicamente, como elloa declan; y que no tenian color ningeno
{;.':;a entremeterse en distrito agenv; y gue las mismas promesas avin hecho

bicao.' Garciloss de le Vega, Hist, Peru, il. 244,
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alternative was compromise, or the arbitration of the
sword. It was finally agreed that the loyal colonists
who had come over trom Nombre de Dios to render
assistance should return, and that Hincjosa should be
allowed to enter the city with a guard of thirty men,
there to remain for forty-five days.® His ships mean-
while were to retire to Taboga or to the Pearl Islands,
to be revictualled and repaired. The articles of agree-
ment were drawn up by a notary and signed by the
respective parties who bound themsclves by oath to
adhere farthfully to the terms stipulated.

Although Hinojosa was thus restricted by the
terms of his compact and for the moment could strike
no blow for the conquest of Panamd, he was by no
means 1dle during the interval. Maintaining a strict
watch agalnst surprise and assassination ™ he took up
his quarters in a comfortable well furnished house,
loaded his table with choice viands, and throwing
open his doors entertained all comers with lavish
hospitality. His apartments soon became the resort
of soldiers and adventurers of every clique. Gon-
zalo Pizarro and the affairs of Peru were discussed
over brimming goblets. Brilliant stories concermng
the discovery and opening of mines of fabulous rich-
ness® fired the cupidity of the listeners, while a free
passage was offered to all, and liberal pay promised
from the first day of enlistment.

By these shrewd measures Hinojosa had the satis-
faction of seeing his forces daily increasc, while those
of Pedro de Casaos proportionately diminished. The
soldiers of Juan de [llanes and Juan de Guzman did

3 Herrera, dec. vil, lib. x. cap. x., and Benzoni, Monde Nwvovo, 145. In
Gomare, IFist. Ind., 218, it is stated that 40 men were allowed to land.
Other autherities give 50 ag the number of the gnard and 30 days as the

eriod.

PR ‘Con este concierto Hinojoga mandd recoger la gente a las naos, y los de

Panami le hablaron y trataron eon mucha cortesia, y le aposentaron en la

ciudad ¥ diziendole, gque se tratana de prenderle, & matarls; anngue no lo

vreyd, todsuia se hizo fnerte en la casa addde posaua, y poeo despues, como

‘bue Capitan, per quitar ocasiones de tumultos se fne o sus naos, y presto so

entendi¢ { aquel rumor no fue palabras.” Herrera, dec. vil. lib, x. cap. 10,
8214 wag during this year that the wealth of Potosi began to be known.
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not prove insensible to the wiles and genial hospitality
of Hiunojosa, and those captains, seeing themselves
abandoned by the greater part of their reeruits, seeretly
stole from the city and seizing a vessel attempted to
make their escape to Peru. They were, however,
captured by onc of the watehfal captains stationed in
the harbor, and not long after voluntarily joined them-
sclves to Hinojosa and became his faithful adherents.
Such was the nfluence which Hinojosa acquired by
lhis carcless and appavently unintentional display of
wealth, and by his skill in throwing tempting baits to
men whe never flinched from danger when they saw
prospeet of gain, that in a few weeks and by a silent
and Dloodless revolution he became master of the city.
At the expiration of the forty-five days he scized the
batteries and made a formal entry into Panamd at the
head of his entire foree, amidst the acclamations of
the greater part of the inhabitants.

Hinojosa took no atlvantage of hig easily won vie-
tory. He strove to maintain the strictest discipline
among his followers, treated the citizens with the
utmost liberality, and ordered that the soldiers should
respect their rights and in ne wise interfere with their
affairs.® He then despatched his son-in-law, ITer-
nando Mejfa de Guzman, in company with Pedro de
Cabrera, to take posscssion of Nombre de Dios and
guard the interests of Gonzalo Piz «rro in that quarter.

While the province of Panamd thus quietly passced
into the hands of Hinojosa the partisans of the vice-
roy were not idle.  Melchor Verdugo,® to whom as
one of the conquerors of Peru had been assigned the
provinee of Caxamalea, proffered his scrvices to Vasco
Nuiicz Vela, on his first landing in Peru.  Becoming

¥ In Herrera, dec. viii 1ib. i. eap. ix., it is stated that Hinojosa's officera
cominitbed many robberies, taking care to bide them frem their commander,
whe strictly forbade anything of the kind and gave ovders that all such
offenders should be handed over fo the civil anthovitica, (rasca, in Crrréa af
Commejo, b 108-9, saye that Hinojosa forced the people of Panami and
Nombre de Divg to feed and guarter his men.

¥ A native of Alava, and a fellow-townsman of the viceroy. Zurate, fist,
Peru, 1ib. v. cap. xxxiii. See also Garcilaso de In Vege, Hist, Peru, ii, 244
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afterward implicated in a plot devised Ly the royalist
party to gain possession of Lima, he was arrested in
that city Ly order of Gonzalo Plzarro. Escaping
thenee e procceded to Trujillo, where he was fortu-
nate enough fo seize one of Bachicao’s vessels, laden
with the spoils of Panamg. With the proceeds of
this capture, and with funds realized from his own
estate, be enlisted a company in the service of the vice-
roy. He then sailed for Nicaragua and requested
from the governor, as a loyal servant of the king, moen
and means to assist him 1n gnelling the insurrection
on the Isthmus. Failing to draw from him a hearty
response he next applied to the audiencia of the Con-
fines. With the magistrates of that tribunal he was
more successful. Licentiate Ramirez de Alarcon, one
of the members, took an active part in recruiting men
and collecting arms and horses.

In the mean time tidings of Verdugo's doings in
Pera and Nicaragna and his intended expedition to
the northern coast of Darien reached Panamg. Hi-
nojosa, fearing that Verdugo might raise a force
suffictent to cause him trouble, sent Juan Alonso
Palomino with two vessels and one hundred and
twenty arquebusiers in pursuit. Arriving at Nica-
ragua. Palomino captured Verdugo’s vessel without
difficulty, but on attempting to land found himself
confronted by all the available men in the province
arrayed under the royalist banner, under the command
of Verdngo and the licentiate. After hovering about
the coast for several days, watching in vain for a
chance to disembark, he seized all the ships on the
coast, and burning those which were unserviceable,
returned with the remainder to Panamd, not knowing
that his design was suspected. Verdugo made ready
on Lake Nicaragua three or four frigates, and with
two hundred choice and well armed troops® sailed

% *[it non molto dope Melchior Verdugo calato per lo Seolatio di Wicara-
Jg&a. con. dneento scldati con animo di offendere la gente di Pizzarvo.” Benzoni,

ondo Nvovs, 146. In Zarate, Hist. Perw, lih, v, cap. xxxiii., the muwmber
iz stated at 109,
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through the river San Juan to the Narth Sea, and
creeping stealthily along the coast, hoped to surprise
the rebels before his presence in that quarter became
known. At the Rio Chagre he captured a vessol
manned by negroes, from whom he obtained valuable
inforrnation as to the condition of affuirs at Nombre
de Dios, the number of men stationed there, the namos
of their commanders, and a minute description of the
building in which the officers were quartered,

Hinojosa was ou the alert, but not so his captains.
Though warned of the approach of the loyal party,
they were taken by surprise.  Landing at midnight,
Verdugo stole quietly to the honse where Ilernando
Mejia, Pedro Cabrera, and other oflicers were peace-
fully slumbering, surrounded the premises, and fired
the dwelling. The dilatory captaius, maddened at
thus being entrapped in their own beds, sprang up,
and scizing their weapons rushed out of the blazing
edifice, and cuiting their way through the cnemy
made their escape to the woods and finally to Pan-
amaq, *

Had Verdugo thenceforth conducted his affairs with
the skilland diseretion which characterized Iincjosa’s
movements at Panamd he would have caused that
commander no little trouble, but he had none of the
tact or generalship of Gonzalo’s officer, He impris-
oned the alcaldes, levied arbitrary assessmonts upon
the merchants, demanded heavy ransom for his pris-
onerg, and soon made himself so obnoxious to the
people that with one accord they petitioned Dector
Ribera, the mayor, to ask protection from Ilinojosa.
The appeal was not in vain. Ribera at ence entered
into negotiations with Hinojosa,” and it was agreed
that while the former levied troops at Nombre de

58 The darkness of the night favored them, but Verdugo's men might have
effectad their eaptere if they had not been too intent in plundering the house.
Garctlinse de {n Vega, Fist. Perw, il. 243,

¥ Herrera says that inojosa expecting to be attacked placed the city of
Panam4 in o thorough state of defence and told his otficers that Verdugo hield

but the antharity granted him by the avdiencin de los Confines and kuew
not even whether the viceroy were alive. dec. viit. lib. i, cap. iv.
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Dios, the latter should at once march from Panami
with a strong force. Verdugo impressed into his ser-
vice every available man, and withdrawing from the
town, took up a position on the shore, where he was
to some extent covered by the guns of his vessels.
There he awaited Hinojosa, who with a small but
picked company of veterans® was now crossing the
Isthmus to join battle with the royalist forces.

As soon as the rebel troops debouched from the
woods surrounding Nombre de Dios, Ribera sallicd
from the town and opcned a lively fire on the forces
of Verdugo, the citizens taking fright at the first noise
of the fray and scampering to a hill near by, Hino-
josa’s brigade advanced meanwhile with the steady
measurcd tramp of trained soldiers, whereupon the
men of Nicaragua, led by Verdugo, took to their heels
also, leaving but one of their number wounded on the
field,*® and regained their ships, whence a brisk can-
nonade was opened on the town, but without visible
result save loss of ammunition. The royalist captain
then set sail for Cartagena, there to await a more
favorable opportunity to serve his king. Hinojosa
severely reprimanded Mejia and the other fugitive
officers, and leaving them at Nombre de Dios in
charge of a stronger garrison returned with Ribera
to Panamd.

Nothing could have happened that would draw the
attention of the court of Spain to the affairs of the
New World more effectually than rebellion, as 1 have
before intimated. The discovery and conquest of
America cannot be classed as an achievement of the
nation, It was a maguificent accident, in the bus
reigns of Ferdinand and Tsabella, and Charles. Those
sovereigns, absorbed in wars and involved in ambitious
intrigues at home, with a vast continent thrust upon

¥ One hundred and fifty urqluobuxiars. Bengoni, Hizt, Mondo Nwovo, 145~
46; H0; Gomara, Hixg, Ind., 219,

® “Yerdugo fu il primo & saltare in vn Brigantino, et solo vn soldato resto
ferito, ¢ questo fu ¢l fino delle bravate di Verduge.” Benzoni, Mondo Nvove,
1486.
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them by a Genoese navigator, could scarcely find time
to do more than grant permits to adventurers to sub-
jugate, at their own cost, new territories in the west-
crnr world, and to receive when remitted to them the
royal fifth of the returns. Dut rebellion, of whatso-
ever maguitude or shape, 1s always distasteful to a
sovereign. Therefore when 1idings reached Spain
that the emperor’s representative in Peru had been
maltreated, and that a powerful body of insurgents
held possession of that province, the monarch and his
ministers were aroused.  The affairs of Peru occupicd
for a time their carcful considcration. Lengthy de-
bates and close couneils followed. At first, the king’s
counscllors in their deliberations consulted only the
honor of the nation and strongly advocated sending
an armed force against Plzarro; but insurrcction at
home and insurrection in Peru were two very differ-
ent things. The Spanish government could more
casily ma,%m war against a hundred thousand men in
Spain or Germany than against one thousand in the
wilds of that distant province.®

Pedro dc la Gasca,!' a counsellor of the inquisition,
but a man holding no public office, was the one se-
lected as the fit instrument for the occasion. He
united a mild and insinuating disposition with remark-
able firmness and tenaeity, and a cool and bland
exterior with a strength and sagacity but little sus-
pected by most of his conntrymen. None knew better
how to combine a subtle humility and bold caution

94 La difieultnd de tanto aparate,.. Armas, y Cavallos, Municon y Basti-
mento, y la Navegacion tan Jarga, yaver de pasar dos Mares les forgava 4 no
tomar cste Conscjo.’ Garcilaso de la Yegn, Flist. Pevu, ii. 208,

"' Gasca was born in 1494 in the Caballeria de Navarregadilla, asmall town
near the Barvea de Avila. He received a liberal education, being placed by
his uncle at the famous seminary of Aleald de Hevares, and subsequently
transferred to the university of Salamanca, Mo was ordained n priest in 1331,
and in 1541 was aﬁpointerl counsellor of the inquisition. He acquired greab
renown by his gallant defence of the city of Valencia, at a time when its
iphabitanta were panic-stricken at the appronch of a forsign foc. ‘Vinieron 4
tierra de Avila la familia de (jasca randindose. . .lag dog letras consonantes
Cy G el nombre de Casca en Gasea.” ffist. de Don Pedro Casca, M8, Even
when a stodent he showed the power of his will and decision of character in
guelling political disturbances. "Dutos Biograficos, in Carius de Frdics, 763-7,
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with unpretending manners and a pleasant address,
and no man could have been found better qualified to
undertake the task. He obeyed the summons of the
court with reluctance, but once having engaged in
the undertaking, his whole soul was absorbed in
its cxceution. Before setting out he declined an
offered bishopric; he would accept no salary, nor any
title cxcept that of president of the royal andiencia
of Lima.? He was empowcred with the authority
of a sovereign, being allowed to levy troops, declare
war, appoint and remove officers at will, make repar-
timientos, condemn to death, condone offences, grant
ammestics, and might send back to Spain if neces-
sary even the viceroy himself.®

On the 26th of May 1546, Gasca set sail from San
Litcar with a small retinue, consisting of two oidores,
and among other eavaliers the mariscal Alonso de
Alvarado and the adelantado Pascual de Andagoya.
Had the emissaries of Charles appeared off the
Isthmus in warlike guise, the captains of Gonzalo
Pizarro would have opposed them to the last, but
what had they to fear i[;om a humble priest with but
a scorc or two of attendants? Nevertheless, Her-
nando Mejia was not withont his suspicions of Alva-
radoe.*  Ide had but recently committed one blunder
in allowing himself to be outwitted by Melchor Ver-
dugo; but after some hesitation he decided that if the
pricst came armed with such a commission from the
king as Alvarado affirmed, it were better to treat him
with the respect due to a royal envoy. On the 17th

¢l Titelo que llevd, fue de Presidente de la Audiencia Real del Perg.'
Zarele, Hist, Pery, in Darcia, lib. vi cap. vi,

# ¢ Llevd lns Cédnlas, y Recaudos necesarios, en eas0, que convinese hacer
Gente de Guerra, aunque estos fueron seeretos, porque no publicaba, ni trataba,
fino de los perdones, i de log otres medios pacificos,’ .é;razc, Hist. Peru, in
Larci Yib. Vi cup. vi. Qarcilazo de la Vega, Hist. Peru, il, 269, says: * Lo
diesen absoluto Poder en tedo, y por tedo, tan cumplide y bastante, come ay
?t!a;?restud lo tenia cn las Inding,' See, also, Prescotl's Peru, i3, S44.

*  Alvarado habtd 4 Hernan Mexia, i le 4ib noticia de la venida del Presi-
dante, diciendole quien era, i 4 lo que venia, i despues de largas platicas sa
despidicron, sin haverse declarado el voo al otro sus animos, porque anmbos
eataban sospechosos,” Zurate, Jist. Pery, in Darcia, lib. vi. cap. vi.
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of July Guasca intimated his intention to land, and
Mejia gave him a loyal reeeption. Drawing up his
men on the beach, he put out for the president’s ves-
sel with a guard of twenty arquebusicrs, brought him
ashore, and amid the roar of cannon and musketry
condueted Lim to his own quarters within the town.

Mejia was not long in the company of the unpre-
tending ecclesiastic before he became convinced that
beneath his calm demcanor slumbered a power that
would soon make itself felt in the land.  Gasca ex-
plained the object of Lis errand and the scope of his
authority. His purpose was peace, and Lis commis-
sion, which was dated after the battle of Adaquito
and the death of the vicoeroy, authorized him to grant
pardon for all offences, no matter how hemous® It
now therefore hucame all loyal subjects to oppose no
lenger the cmperor’s messenger. Mcjfa hesitated.
At heart he was loyal, though 1n common with others
lic had espoused the cause of the chivalrons conquerors
in oppesition to the austere and unpopular rule of
Vaca de Castro and Vasco Nufiez Vela. Not even
Gronzalo Pizarro, much less his subordinates, admitted
themselves to be rcbels. Gasca did not press the
matter. He soon read the honest soldier completely
and knew his man. His poliey was rather to throw
around those over whom he desired to gain ascend-
eney the subtle influence which a man of his keen,
incisive penetration, invested with the garb of author-
ity, and versed in all the wily craft and casuistry of
his order, knew well how to exercise, than to force an
unwilling assent to measures which were distasteful
and might afterward be hightly disclaimed.

® Fernondes, Jfist. Perw, Dt i. b, ii, cap. xxi. Gasea did not hear of
the death of the viceroy until after his landing at Nombre do Dios, but
smothered his resentment, and even declared that if Pizarro would not receive
Lim he wonld return to the emperor. Garcittuso de la Vepa, Hist. Peru, il
170, See, also, Qomara, Hist, Ind,, 228, (Gasca's letter to Verdugo, then
awaiting the emperor’s orders at Cartagens, is also characteristic of the aubtle
churchman: “Embit a decir 4 Melchior Verdugo, que venia con ciertos Com-
];aﬁems 4 servitle, no viniese, gino que estuviese 4 la mirs.' Garcilaso dela

‘eya, Higt, Peru, 1L 269, See, also, Herrerg, dec. viil 1ib, il cap. v
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Mejfa being left to draw his own conclusions ang
to act for himself, at length thus declared his resolu-
tion to Gasca; “I am a loyal subject of the emperor.
If Gonzalo Pizarro is such he cannot question my
course; if not, I choose not to follow the fortunes of
traitors.” He then placed himself and his men at the
priest’s disposal, gave him a correct statement of the
military and naval strength under Hinojosa’s com-
mand, and even offered to march on Panami and seize
the fleet.® The envoy congratulated him upon his
decision, and assured him that the king would reward
him for his loyalty, but declined any service from
him, other than keeping his resolve for the present a
secret.

On receiving news of the president’s landing and
of his courteous reception, Hinojosa was sorely dis-
pleased. His lieutenant had been placed in command
at Nombre de Dios for the express purpose of guard-
ing the northern coast against the approach of any
expedition hostile to the interests of Gonzalo Pizarro;
and now, after being surprised by a band of men from
Nicaragua, and compelled to flee to Panamd, he wel-
comed with royal honors, and without even consult-
ing his commander, a man commissioned to assume
authority over all the affairs of Peru. Gasca shrewdly
surmised that Mejia while clearing himself from the
imputation of treachery would plead the canse of the
king more effectually than he himself could do. He
therefore ordered him to accompany Alvarado to
Panamd and lay the whole matter before Hinojosa.
The latter was pacified with no great difficulty. It
was pointed out to him that, if it was the corrcct
poliey to allow the envoy to land, all would have the
bencfit of 1t; whereas, if an error had becn committed

18 ¢ Mexia le repondio, gue la vandera que alli estabuo, la tenia por el Rey, ¥
no por Pizarro, ¥ § hariaen su seruicio quanto le midesse.’ Herrera, dec. viil,
lib, i, eap. v. ‘1 quse gi queris, que ilanamente se algale Vandera por su
Magestad, lo bariz, i podian ir 3 Panama, i tomar la Arnada, lo qual seria
facil de hacer.' Zarafe, Hist. Perw, lib. iii. 133, See also, Garcilase de la
Vega, liisf, Peru, ii. 270
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it was a simple matter to order the pricst and his
comrades on board their vessels.  Thus reassured he
gave permission to his officer to return and escort the
president across the Isthmus.

Melehor Verdugo, in the mean time, having tired
of inglorious ease at Cartagena, had landed at Nom-
bre de Dios, and there laid his humble duty at the
feet of his Majesty’s envoy. Gasea informed him that
the best service he could render lis sovereign would
be to return to Nicaragun and there disband his forces.
The meddlesome captain protested vehemently, but
he was not of the motal with which the priest pro-
posed to crush the rebellion. A band of blatant, dull-
witted adventurers, whipped into fury by the superior
generalship and soldierly qualitics of Hinojosa and his
veterans, could be of no assistance to hin.  Finding
at length that the president was deterinined to ignore
himn, Verdugo withdrew his troops, and soon after-
ward returned to Spain, there to lay his grievances
before the emperor.

On the 18th of August 1546 Gasca wakes his en-
trance into Panamé, and is received with much cere-
wmony by the commander-in-chicef, the governor, and
magistrates of the city. Ilincjosa with all his keen
penctrating common-scnse, his practical experience,
and his thorough knowledge of the werld, is no wmore
proof agaipst the seeming candor and mild winning
deportment of the unpreten