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INTRODUCTION.

The preparation of this little work, upon a
country in whieli it was my good {ortune to pass
many happy days, and among the people of
which I trust that even in absence I may count
warm friends, has heen from first to last a
labor of love. Realizing at the outset that this
would prove the case, and that under such
circumstances the dangef of depicting with
over-enthusiasm must be gnarded against, I
determined to write with moderation upon
all topics introducéd. It is pogsible that in -
- my degire not to err in the one direction 1
have gone too far to the other extre'me, and
allowed some chapters to become more prosy
than was necessary.

Nevertheless, the purpose of the book is less
to entertain the casual reader than to supply
practical information fo a vast number of per-
sons who contemplate seeking their fortunes
in Honduras, and who desire fo become ac-
quainted first with some of its customs,

resources, and industries. To such I believe it
(%)



10 ' INTRODUCTION.

will prove of value, as far as the experience of
one person may avail another,

T have to acknowledge the very valuable
assistance afforded me by the Ilonduras
Progress and its able editor, Dr. 1. Friiz
gartner, to whom I am indebted for informa-
tion unobtainable elsewhere. I have quoted
also from various other writers of interesting
articles, to whom I have not failed fo credit
the quoted extracts, and to whom I am under
lasting obligations.

If the book shall prove successtul in that
for which it is intended, 1 shall be more than

content as
TrE AUTLUOR,
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THE REPUBLIC OF HONDURAS.

PART L.
SADDLIS AND HAMMOCK.

L
.\(‘-ET'E‘II\'G ;\ﬂ;l[(*ill‘i AND A ST&HT-.

It was August when I first arrived in Teguci-
galpa. I am sure I shiall never forgét riding in
through Comayguela, where all the people—or
it seemed all—ecame to the door-ways and out
into the street to survey the newest ““Gringos.”
It was late afternoon. 1 was very tired; very
stiff, very sun-burned, very humble in the con-
sciousness of not knowing how to sit a mule
with a hard gait or to speak Spanish,  The .
journey up from Amapala had been exhausting.
I do not know why people should prefer to go
to Honduras via the Isthmus and Amapala, It
is 8o much more direct by New Orleans and
'uerto Cortez. Nevertheless, T had left New
York by tlie Pacific Mail steamer of July 1st,

had landed on the 10th in Colon, and remained
(113



&

12 THE REPUBLIC OF ITONDURAS.

there over night, although the mosquitoes held
the most extraordinary sort of bacchanalian
revels inside my mosquito canopy, and sleep
wag difficult. Next day I had crossed the
Isthmus, by rail, and sailed at seveu v, 3. in
a dubious coasting steamer (since discarded)
with one of the kindest and cleverest com-
manders that exist. The coasting steamey
touched at Puntarenas, Costa Rica, where 1
went ashore fo stand for the first time on Cen-
tral American soil—San Juan del Sur, and Co-
rinto of Nicaragua in turn. On the fifth night
we should have dropped anchor before twelve
in Amapala Bay, but a tremendous storm made
imperative our putting out to sea. It was near
morning when the anchor was down and a couple
of small boats brought out waiting friends to
board the steamer. Large vessels do not make
the whart il Amapala.

We did not go ashore until six o’clock.
Dawn brought slowly out af the soft obscurity
—for after the storm there was the infinite -
quietude of a moonless tropical night—a sweet
and smiling picture, Tigre Island with its
splendid verdure, its sunlit shores iuviting to
a new world. The queer little garrison of
barefooted, jean-clad soldiers interested me on
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landing. They liled {rom the cuartel down
to the plaza, drilled a Iittle, were inspected,
and returned to itheir quarters. But for the
bugle notes and the solt sounds of the sea-
water, the place was ntterly quiet.

The main sireet still showed signs of the
previous night’s storm; but the sky above wis
a glorious azure. As the sun rose gradaally
higher and higher, the light grew more daz-
Aing upon land and sea. The blaze was intense
on one who stood out of the shade; bub under
an nmbrells or in the shadow of a door-way,
one only felt the cool, pure sw eep of wind from
the sea. '

I remained in Amapala until about noon,
when, having breakfasted very comfortably
and passed the custom-house serutinies, 1 again
embarled for the mainland. = -

The breakfast, it may be mentioned without
irrelevance, consisted of eggs, fried chicken,
fried oysters, frijoles,. tortillas, cheese, excel.
lent bread, super-excellent coffee with miik,
and wine. It was provided by a sort of mn '
diguified with the name ““lotel.”

The voyage to the mainland* was about my

*A sainall steamer now makes regular mp's from Amapala
1o & Lorenzo and T Brea,
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first curious experience in the country. The
boat was apparently nothing but a huge hol-
clowed-out tree. It had a captain and half a
dozen oarsmen. [t was provided with one sail
and a canvus covering, which, however, we
asked to have removed, preferring to bear the
unhindered blaze of the sun rather than shut
out the splendid sea-breeze. The luggage filled
the bottom of the boat, and wesat upon it. The
aptain steered ‘at the stern, and the rowers
occupied the forward part. They were the first
copper-hized sons of Honduras that I made any
studies of. They wore two garments——white
jacket and trousers—and a hat to begin. When
they had beecome pretiy warm from rowing,
they stripped off the jackels and stood revealed,
without thoilght of immodesty, in all their
pride of muscular biceps and bronze statie-
like chests. Their oars were broom-shaped two-
plece afluirs, which they handled somewhat
like brooms, reminding me of the old lady in
Stockton’s story, who swept huself ashore
after the shipwreck.

The voyage Lo the mainland was long enough
to be tedious, save for the diversion ol watch-
ing the crew. They did not all row at once,
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but took turns at if, and by-and-by they
Iroisted the sail und let the wind carry us
along. The captain maintained a dignified but
smiling counfenance, and steered us slowly
toward the green banks of the mainland.

It was six in the evening when we sprang
npon terra firma at San Lorenzo. _

It was nof. mnch of a place. There was one
habitation, a bodega or warehouse. But there
were two clever young English-speaking gen-
tlemen to interpret and give points, and, in
short, behave most sweetly toward a bewildered
new arrival,

The pack and suddle mules for our party
were in waiting; but we decided to remain in
the bodega all night and malke an early morn-
ing stars. _ .

We had comida. 1 will say frankly it wasg
very plain, gotlen up rather extempore, cooked -
on one of the oul-door nuiive stoves. 1 believe
it cousisled of eggs, tortillas, queso, and coffee..
without milk. It was, however, wlolesome
and satisfying, for we were hungry.

The night in the hodega was not 'L]together
pleasant. We foreigners slept in onr ham-
mocks., There were seven. human beings, two
or more pigs, hall a dozen chickens, a rooster
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who crowed conscientiously, and not a few
insects. I was glad enough when the first
- strealke of daylight crept through the wide
cracles about the door. The bodega keeper and
his wife urose and went forth about their duties.
The rest of us were not stow to quit our ham-
mock suspense, or suspension, and after coffce
and pan dulce, we were in the saddle.

1 am ready to acknowledge that until that
moment I never really knew what riding
meant. 1t was not at all like having a noble
saddle-horse in the bridle-path of Central Park,
or on the boulevards of some breezy Westerh
city. It was being pounded up and down on
the hardest-gaited old villain of a quadruped
that ever wagged his long ears or flourished his
heels in the air.

The sun grew very hot as we vode. The
counfry was level; the scenery was not es-
peciaily tropical. There was mot the sight
of a human habitation, but now and then we
met pack-mules and their owners plodding
contentedly behind them. Being new to a
mule’s back, T was not always securely seated;
my hat would bob over my eyes, and a cramp
crept into my knees. I was uncomlortable
and cross before reaching Pespire. Ilad we
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made fairly good time, we should have reached
Pespire at ten or eleven o’clock at the latest.
It is but twenty miles inland. The road is
excellent, being the fivst twenty miles of the
wagon-way constructed by President Bogran
from the coast to the capital, at a cost of a
hundred thousand doliars. Ox-carts fravel
over it, but the most of the freight is carried
on mule-bnck—two hundred and {fifty pounds
equally divided~-two one hundred and twenty-
five pound packages or boxes constituting a
lomd. Sfrangers going to Tonduras should
always remember to carry small stout trunks
in puits, not weighing over one hundred, or one
hundred and twenty-five pounds at most, apiece.
With Inggage in this convenient shape, one
an get about easily and without delay.
Mules can be obtained af Pespire at {rom five
to ten dollars apiece [or {reight or passenger
transportation to the capital. I have heard
some talk of a pony express between Teguei-
galpa and San Lorenzo, but the project has
never been definifely undertalken. It would
pay, 1 believe, for there is a vast amount of
[reight brought Ly sfeamers to Amapala and
lightered over to the mainland, to lie wailing

its turn in the bodega lor weels, il nof months.
2 _
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I remember a gentleman who ordered o dress
suit to be sent Liim from New Yorle for the
Fourth of July. Tt was sent promptly and
arrived up at the capifal at the Christmas
holidays.

We did not reach Pespire until after one
o'clock, the very hottest part of the day. We
found o pretty little white adobe town, with a
cathedral in Moorish style of architecture. A
wide buf shallow river flows throngh the town.
The white stones of its bed blazo dazzlingly in
the noon-day sun, and he who fouches them
witl his bare fingers is apt to get a bad burn.

Pespire is one of the principal lowns of
the departinent of Choluteca. But it has mo
hotel aceommodations. The best arrangement
you can make will give you but a room
—empty of furniture, but probably having
human occupants—in which to swing your
hammock. I[ yon are acquainted with any
of the principal mining companies, or bring
letters to their managers, you may be accom-
modated with o canvas cot and a blanket or
two at one of their agencies. IPortunately, I
was so cirenmstanced. I had nof wished or
intended to remain over night in Pespire. It
was our plan to proceed fo la Venta, twelve
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miles further on—a place that is a thousand
feet above sen-level. It Is i-vell, as a rule, for
strangers arriviug for the first time in Honduras
to make haste u) to the interior, and to remain
there until acelimated—not that the coast is
such a deadly place as some would have one
believe, bub as & matter of precaution. Af the
time I am writing of I had more than an ordi-
nary fear of tropical lowlands. The remark
of a certain gentleman, who, as the general
manager ol an mmportant mining company, was
in the habit of taking out a number of Amer-
ican employés with liim every year from New
Yorlk to Honduras, had made a deep impression
upoir me. The remark was to the effect that,
Liaving once landed on Ilouduras soil, he uever
allowed his party (o rest lor & moment, day or
night, until they had reached LaVenta; because,
Che said, ke did nol carry coffins with Qim.
Months afterward I discovered his reason for
this ghastly exaggeration in the fact that he
desived Lo prevent the wives of some of the
employeés e was talking out wishing to accom-
pany them. Womenin a mining camp always
made trouble, he said. Ny

We had hreakfast at Pespive, brought to us
at the mining company’s agency. It was re-
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markably good, or cise we were very hungry.
None but the natives have the peculiar knack
of cooking the frijoles so that you can eat a
platter Tnll and sigh for greater capacity. The
colfee, too, was so good ! 1 ¢an net understand
why such vile decoctions are served to one on
certain steamship lines under the name of this
delicious beverage. - And in Hondnras we had
the reality to contrast with the base imitation
of the past fortnight.

» When we had finished, it was nearly three
o'clock. The sky liad clouded over. Soon a
splendid tropical rain-storm, with occasional
thunderous reverberations, had burst u pon us.
It rained tremendously for an hour or two.
The Pespire agent persuaded ns that it would
be highly unwise to set out again that night.
He was hospifable in regard to cots and bed-
clothes, and we concluded to remain and make
an early start.

IL

ON TIIE RGAD U TO THE CADPITAL.

T'rom Pespire to La Venta is an easyride, and
yet an uneasy one. The distance is slight—
twelve miles at a guess. Butl what ups and
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downs! What climbings to rise a thousand
feet above the ocean! Now the difference be-
tween the two worlds, the temperate and the
tropieal begins to dawn upon the ftraveler,
Now, in the fresh of the carly morning, eve the
sun i3 high enough to scorch your shoulders
and arms—which, by the way, you will be wise
to cover with a large white towel—you gaze
on either side of your path and begin to feel a
sense of strangeness. Thereis a curious, broken
look of the ground. As a gentleman once said
“to me, it looks as if Omnipotent hands had
canght up hunge masses of rock and earth and
flung them hither and thither to form an awe-
inspiring, inexplicable region of wildness.

Now the traveler begins to realize for the first
time the beauty of the prosaic mule. This
beauty lies wholly in his sure and wise footed-
ness. Ile steps cantiously down the stony
road where it makes an abrupt descenf; he
leaps an ugly rut; he springs nimbly up a hill;
he keeps on cheerfully and sagely, and does all
the necessary thinking for you—except that as
to how vou shall best sit in your saddle.

La Venta is 2 small adobe village. 'There is
a posada, which yon easily find on inquiry.
Your animals should be rested here, and fed if
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you like. The old woman of the posada is not
especially agile, but she can get you a good
breakfast. We had the native dishes—eggs,
chicken, fortillas, and beans. The house was
but a single-roomed huf, clean, with an eartlien
floor. A hammock swung in the center, into
which I piled rather stifily, I remember, and
from which bre'LkLlst was llaldly enongh to
tempt me fo rise.

The old lady overcharged us for the meal
but we did not complain. We started oul
bravely again. This time we had a much
longer distance to cover belore nightfall, that
of ten legnas, about thirty miles, which, with
the morning’s twelve, would make the day's
journey forty-two miles. This would bring us
to Sabanagrandé.

At this place were several Americans of the
San Marcos Mining Company, to whom we had
introductions, and we felt assured of Kindly
courtesies. There was no hotel then, as there ig
at present. We did not make great speed that
afternoon, At first the landscape interested
us, and we rode slowly to look around. The
pita and the variouns cacti, of which we knew
absolutely nothing—not even a name~—became
frequent. The road was fairly good, but that

-
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there was o great deal of eclimbing and a greater
deal of jogging down into little declivities,
wlhich to a saddle-sove traveler is anything but
bliss. The afternoon fled. All of a sudden
dusk came on, 'We were nat there, 'We beat
np our wealy animals, and kept on for another
hour or two. My companion tried to cheer me
up, but 1 was on the brink of a breaking-
down when at last we reached the village.

The door of one ol the little low houses
opened as we rode up. 'Iere was the glow of
warm lamp-light, kindly American voices, and
the smell of freshly steeped tea!

They had expeeted us, and supper was pre-
pared. Idon’t know that anything else ever
tasted as good to me us that tea. We occupied
thie newly built house of a gentleman who was
absent at a camp severnl leagues distant, but
who, knowing we were coming, had most kindly
tendered us his dwelling for the night., 1t was
only a fwo-room aflair, with rough inner walls
and a door through which daylight crept in
wide bars early the next morning; but it was
clean, and there was a comfortable bed and
wash-stand and o small looking-glass. It
seemed like recovering civilization.

The distance on to Tegncigalpa now was but
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thirty mtles, mostly a splendid road. Muach
refreshed by a good rest and sound sleep—the
muscular lameness, having disappeared, as it
always does alter the second day in the saddle
—we mude excellent time. Now we were on
the heights. At one point we conld see Tegu-
cigalpa glistening whitely in the distance,
twenty miles away. 'The sun ascended the
heavens, and its rays burnl upon us when
we rode out from under the shade of magnifi-
cent trees; but we did not mind this, for the
splendid breeze of the mountains swept to and
fro, refreshing and invigorating us. Hulf-way
to the capital we were galloping across Cerro
de Hule, o grand wind-swept table-like sum-
mit, five or six thousand feet above sea-level.
Here it was deliciously cool. There was a fine
mist in the air. A solitary house, known tomy -
companions as & posada, Irom previous investi-
gations, became apparent at noon. We made
a brief stop and obtained millk and tortillas.
From Cerro de Hule on to Tegucigalpa we
could have driven a four-in-hand. There was
no more fording of sireams or threading of
precipitous winding paths. The wide road was
white and smootl, a veritable boulevard. The
road-bed looked to be of limestone. There
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were capital bridges. We began to see fenced-
in property, with stonc walls and cactus
hedges, and to guess at [arms and estates.
The indescribable opulence of tropical nature
was more sirikingly perceptible now, because
placed in contrast with the elements of eivili-
zation.

We began to see honses, comfortable looking
places, mostly of one story, to be sure, but leng
and of ample breadth, with airy porches, in
whose shade hammocks swung invitingly.
Built of adobe, like almost all the buildings,
and rooled with the heavy red tiles that cost
about two cents apiece and are used by the
thousand for all dwellings, the interiors could
not be other than impervious alike to heat or
dampnoess, and comfortable in proportion.

It was alter six when we rode through Co-
mayguela, that supplementary part of Teguei-
galpa which lies on the other side of the Rio
Grande:

ITI.

TEGUCIGALPA, CITY OF THE BILVER ITILLS.
I could make a book enfire abont this quaint
and quiet town. T1f is situated about three
thousand two hundred feet above sea-level,
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upon & Dlatcau enclosed by mounniains rising
some three thousand feet still higher. To
the north and immediately back of the city
is ‘T Leona,”” of voleanie formation. Up and
around the side of this mountain, one sees the
white cart-road leading off to San Junancito,
twenty miles distant, where are sitnated the
Rosario Mining Cowmpany’s works. By and
by—not yet—we shall set off thither.

There are three or four good lhotels at Tegn-
cigalpa. If you stop, as I did, not far from
the presidential palace, you are quite in the
center of town, convenient to the post-office,
the plaza, the-cathedral.

Very early in the morning yon awalcen,
against your will. They are bealing the re-
veille in the cuartel. The notes of the bugle
some sweetly oufb of the distance. Yon open
your siill heavy eyes and see chiuks of light
overhead. ’They grow wider and brighter as
you gaze. You study them uncomprehend-
ingly for awhile. The room is dark otherwise.
After awhile you crawl ouf of bed, feel for
your shoes, and put them on with vague appre-
hensions of alacranes. Then you grope your
way to the window, which is perhaps window
and door combined. After frunbling {ora time,
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you gisp a monstrons iron bolt and slip it
back. The ponderous wooden shutters—there
are few glass windows in the country—swing
open. Al the splendid freshness of the morn-
ing pours in and blinds you for the moment.
You stand there dazzled Ly the beauty of the
heavens; you drasw long, delicious breaths. Oh,
this is weather that they might have in Para-
dige ! .

Already—perhaps it is six o'clock—people
“are astir in the streets. They rise carly. You
dress yonrself and huwrry out to the dining-
room. It ig a bare-looking place with imita-
tion stoune 1loor, some little tables and chairs,
There are great windows with their heavy shut-
ters wide open, throngh which the wind sweeps
coolly und the pleasant sunlight looks in., If
you do not hurry and take your coffee and
pan dulece or pan [rancés, you will be in dan-
ger of feeling n nost unlropical appetite for
breakfast, which is not served hefore ten or
eleven o’clock.

After taking coffee you will do well to sef out
and see the town. DBut it is so strangely quiet,
you say. REven so. There arve no noisy mills,
or factories, no stemmn-wlistles, no engine-bells,
not even the rattling of carringe-wheels in the
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narrow streets of Tegucigalpa. There ave only
the human footfalls and fthe sound of human
voices, or the soft-stepping unshod horses and
mules with their packs projecting on ecither
side, or at rare inlervals a curious two-wheeled
chariot drawn by oxen.

Here at Tegucigalpa—an Indian name signi-
Lying city of the silver hills—is the seat of
government. That two-story curious building,
pleasantly painted in drab and rose-color, is the
President’s palace. It is an extensive build-
ing; its walls are of tremendous thickness, and
the interior is well furnished. Here, during
certain hours of the day, anyone may obtain
audience with a truly American President,
(xeneral Don Luis Bogran.

Passing on down the street which leads to the
fine stone bridge across the Rio Grande to
Comayguela—the same bridge, several huudred
feet in length, over which you rode into the
city on your arrival—youn come to the post-
office and the central telegraph office. The
postal system is very good, and the telegraphic
supposed to be excellent, the gencral superin-
tendent of both being an American, Mr, Bert
Cecil. If you keep on down to the river you
may see some ol the native washerwomen beat-
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ing the clothes to spotless whiteness on the
great stones below. But possibly you will pre-
Ter to return and take a look next at the cathe-
dral. It is of Moorish style, this great white
edifice. It has a clock, and a bell that is rung
more energetically than melodiously. 1tis very
old. There are no sents; pious people are sup-
posed to kneel and pray when they are in
church. 'There is an altar which, they say,
was once of solid geld, but much of the pre.
cious metal has disappeared in the course of
years.

Do you eare to visit the university next?
At Is newr the palace. Do you wish to go
presently to a young ladies’ seminary? There
is one ealled ¢ I¥] Progreso.”” There are eighty
to one hundred pupils. The principal is Miss
Jesusu Medina, a eharming and clever young
lady—not at all the prim and precise type of
lady teacher we know in the Unifed States
—who speaks English gracefully, having been
cduecated in Guatemala. In this seminary are
taught all the elementar y branches, languages,
and a good deal of useful and ornamental
handiwork as well.

Before starting out to see the cily, you will
most probably have mef # gentleman whom 1
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do not liesitafe fo style the good angel of the
foreigners in Honduras. This is Dr. Reinhold
Fritzgartner, Government Geologist, Inspector-
General of Mines, and editor of londwuras
Lrogress, a most valuable and uecessary lillle
bi-weekly newspu.j}el.- printed in English. Doc-
tor Fritzgartner is o Prussian by birth, but
was for some time in the United States,  He is
a capital linguist, and his good nature, in inter-
preting for helpless new arvivals is unfailing.
If by any chance you should not yeb have
met this gentlemnan, you should make hiaste to
do 80.

In frout of the cathedral is the park, Mora-
zan Parls, with Morazan’s statue 1 the center.
Greab is the name of thiz hero, and great his
glory in the land of his birth to-day, forty-
seven years after his cruel death in another
republic, His tomb, they say, is in Salvador.
But his statue, an equestrian fignre in hronze,
is there in the park of 'Tegucigalpa, and his
name is spoken, ag is that of Washington in
the United Stafes, with love and reverence,
nearly hall a century after his fall on the
market-place of San Jose de Costa Rica.
Something of a’dreamer was Morazan. 1le
had the Iace of a poet, The Hondureflos have

4 xf’% A S C/»’ !
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Maced Qs head upon all denominations of
their postage-stamps. When I went home to
hreakfast ulter looking at the statue, 1 wrote
down a rhyme that had sung itsclf into my
brain out there in the sunshine of the park.
Tt was echio-like to what I had been listening
about the hero of Central American independ-
ence, Monazan.

There are other statues in the park——[four of
thein, one in eacl corner. They represent the
four seasons! Whoin the world ever coneeived
the idea of placing them there, I do not know.
They are beautiful white pictures, but slightly
incongruous in the land of eternal June.

Fronting on the streets that bound the park
or square are some of the prineipal stores
and shops. Many of these occupy the front of
the lower story of the owners’ residences, for
there are some two-story dwellings, although
one-story is the rmle. The houses are built
gven with the street, and the patios or inner
court-yards are very large, and usually contain
beautiful gardens with orange and pomegran-
ale trees. When a family gives a ball, the
patio is lighted with Japanese lanterns, and
serves as a conservatory for lovers to stroll and
whisper n.
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The social life of Tegucigalpa is charming.
Balls and weddings are of {requent occurrence.
The weddings are oceasions of great rejoicing.
They are of twelve hours duration, beginning
usually at eight in the evening. At that houy,
the invited friends having assembled af the
home of the bride’s parents, thie civil ceremony
takes place with every due form. After this
the priest appears and performs the first part
of the religious ceremony. There is then asort
of intermission. The couple are not yetf com-
pletely married. Nevertheless, dancing and
feasting begin. Champagne unlimited flows;
speeches and good-wishes are still more abun-
dant. They keep it np with anflagging zest
until the small hours of the morning. At four
v'clock the cathedral bell Legins to ring, und
summons them to that holy spot. The ladies
throw . their wraps about their ‘heads and
ghoulders, and bride and groom lead n long
procession, still in full ball costume, through
the silent streets. The priest meets them just
at the church door. Ie reads a short prayer,
then gives the groom thirteen golden coins.
The groom pours these into the lhand of the
bride, saying: ¢ Wife, take these in significance
of our marriage.” And the bride responds:
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“Husband, I accept them.” After this they
[ollow the priest 1o the altur. A white veil is
placed over the couple and a golden c¢hain to
encirele them. They remain thus enveloped
and linked with golden fetters while mass is
sald.  And so at Jast they are married. By
this time it is broad daylight. Oun leaving the
cliurch they procecd to their own new home,
which is ready for them. Here a wedding
brealefast is laid for themselves and their most
intimate friends. One of the dishes which is
never wanting is the nacatamaies, so well
relishied by all Cenfral Americans.

There is very little domestic unhappiness in
Honduras. The married couples are fond of
each otlier, conterted, and deeply ilevoted to
their clildren. Love-matchies are the rule. The
balls at the Christmas holidays, and also the
15th of September ball; which is usually held
at the palace, arc nlways cxecedingly pleas-
ant affairs. To be really happy in Central
America, one must dance. It is the great
amusement. There is a good theatre in Tegu-
cigalpa, but in order to fully enjoy a perform-
ance, you must understand some Spanish.

T have heard strange storics of buried {reas.

ure having been discovered nnder more than
3
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one old house in Tegucigalpa. When or why
it was Dburied there, has never been made
precisely clear to wme. I§ secmed fo have
been hidden Dby the possessors in time of war,
when they were foreced to fly hastily, hoping,
doubtless, to return later on. 1 have heard of
people buying old places and coming info sud-
den fortunes by prudent execavations. I have
heard of others who dug so hard that they
nndermined the houses, and these collapsed,
total ruius, without a sign of a coin of any
description.

T would like to be able to give a clear idea
of the honses of Tegucigalpa. Those of one
story are {rom filtcen to eighteen leet higl- ~that
is, from the sidewall to the eaves of the tile
roof, which slopes toward the street and pro-
“jects out over the cere ov brick pavement.
The sidewallc is rarely wide enough [or two to
walls abreast. The louse is built of adobe,
which means blocls of earth mixed with tough
grass and dried in the sun. The blocks ave
gencrally two feet long by one wide by six
inches thick. The outside is finished off
smoath, and whitewashed or painted. Inside,
the walls are plastered and papered hand-
somely.  The windows rarely have glass. The
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shufters open inward, and are fremendous
aflairs with luge bolts.  Outside all the win-
dows are strong iron bars. The width of the
house-walls make the windows the nicest little
alcoves to sib in.  As to furniture, carpets are
not. much used. There is a great deal of
santon and straw matiing, and mgs are liked,
The native petates, or mats woven of straw and
brightly colored, are pretty and inexpensive,
The bent-woott chairs anid sofas are lmported
in great quantities from Lwrope. Pianos ure
numerous—--strangely enough, when you know
how they are brought up from the coast. And
Tegucigalpa has many fine musicians.  There
is one young planist, My, Meuny, whose play-
ing would aifract attention in New York or
London. Candles are mostly used {or lights,
but there are also handsome Iamps. Kerosene
is rather costly.  The rooms are large and airy.
There is an interior porch on all four sides of
the patio. Doors from all the rooms open into
this porch. There ave some ugly, uncared-for
patios, and some that are very Leautiful with
flowers and [ruit trees.

Besides the cathedral, in Tegucigalpa there
are four or five churches. 'There isa hospifal,
and early in Janunary, 1889, President Bogran
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himself laid the corner-stone of the new
orphans’ home. There is a good library in
connectlon withh the universily, and there are
several newspapers. La Naocion and La fe-
- pudlica are the principul ones. The Llondrras
Progress, the first knglish paper ever 1ssued in
Central America, is full of valuable information
for Toreigners.

SUNSIIINE AND STORM.

I found it a little difficult at first to under-
stand the seasons. Arriving in a month that
in the North means midsummer, I was told
that it was now the invierno, or winter, and
that the verano, or summer, Dbeginning in
November and lasting until May, would be
mich pleasanter. I felt as il the people who
told me this might be making a mistake.
Fancy August being o winter month! Travel-
ing, I Iearned, would be bad for the next three
months. The roads were muddy—in some
places, mud above Lle horses’ knees. 1 mean,
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of course, the roads leading to the various
smaller tfowns and the numerous mining camps.
Some of them, such asg the new road over the
monnfain to San Juancilo, were dangerous, it
not, absolutely impassable. 14 rained nearly
every alternoon. Somelimes the rain came
down in torrents, as il the bottom of the sky
had [allen owt, and it was all over in an hour
or two, leaving the heavens clear nntil night
should fall and all the magnificent constella-
tions of the south appear. Sometimes the rain
continued to fall the night long; but always
the motnings were peerless.

I thinkk the climate of Tegucignlpa might
salisly anyone. The only time of day when
the heat is at all oppressive is befween one
and three of the afternoon. The custom of the
Hondurehos is to take their siesta during those
hours. Aflter three the breeze springs up again,
and the femperature is delightful. A table
showing the temperatnre of Teguceigalpa during
the year 1888, as observed and recorded by Dr.
Fritzgartner, the Governmenf Geologist, has
seemed to me of suficient interest to be given
below in this connection:
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TEMI'ERATULRE OF TRROUCTRATLA.
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The coldest month, although it comes dur-
ing the verano, is December; the warmest,
May. The temperature of Tegucigalpa may be
also- considered the temperature of a great
many other neighborhoods, for the altitude of
the city, three thousand two huundred feet, is
probably the average altitude of the Repub-
lic. Naturally, one will find it much cooler
ab points five and six thousand feet above
sea-level, and much hotter in valleys from
which the breeze is shut out by surround-
ing hills. It is suid that the heat on the Pacific
coast is less oppressive than that oun the Atlan-
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tic. "This is perhaps trne. Yet people who
live at Troxillo do nof think the climate bad
at all. At Puerto Cortez the sea-breeze is con-
stant and refreshing. 1 did not {eel uncomiort-
able eithor tliere or at San Pedro Sula, thirty
miles inland. The only time I really suffered
from heat in TTonduras—the only truly mem-
oruble time—was down by the River Ulua, at
midday, sitting under a huge lemon tree,
Just at that spot, by the house of the ferry-
man, to whom we shall come in an aller chap-
ter, the road curves so thal there 1s no passage
of air. There was not a breath astir that day;
the sun washot, suffocatingly hot. 1 satmotion-
less, with perspirnlion oozing from every pore;
and the hot, inge lemons flell around me, as if
themselves overcome, .

A rain-storm never is a great bore in Hon-
duras. If you are out for a ride, you carry a
rubber cloak-—one that does not gape in
front is best, Tf i rain very hard, take relfuge
under some friendly thatched roof. Intown, if
it rain, you need not go out until it stops.
The only provoking shower I can call to mind
during all the months I spent in Honduras,
was one which began prompily at half-past.
seven o’clock of the evening, on the 15th
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of September. It wus the night of Independ-
ence Duay, and there was a grand ball at
the President’s palace. I was one of a party
who were to attend. At eight o’clock the rain
was still pouring in torrents. Now, the annoy-
ing part wag that one of the ladies of our party
was to open the ball with the President! We
could not, therefore, go late., Tmagine six or
eight ladies and gentlemen in full dress parad-
ing through the street in a drenching storm!
No carriages; not even an ox-cart! There was
no other way than {er the ladies to be carried in
chairs. Three were procured—chairs I mean
—and six stout mozos were quickly engaged,
Each Indy was carefully seated; her satin and
tulle train, her fan, gloves, and flowers carefully
placed in her lap, wnd a rubber cloak thrown
over her. She was given an umbrella to liold.
Presently the procession started. Two of the
ladies, including the one who was to dance
with the DIresident, were light-weights; the
third was rather solid. The mozos who carried
this lady groaned and slipped on the wet stones,
and groaned again and slipped again, and
finally down with a crash came lady, mozos,
and all, in the middle of the street. No one was
hurt, fortunately, and none of us laughed more

i
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at the recollection, for days allerward, than the
lady Lerself.

A great many people have a terrible dread
of Honduras as an unhealthful place. For the
most part, such a feeling is unwarranted. 1t is
certainly a wise plan to go at once to the inte-
rior on first wrriving in the country, But the
coast lands are by mo means such deadly
regions, providing one exercise proper care as
to living. Wait until you have been two or
three weeks in the tropics before you eat
fruits to which you are unacoustomed. Be
carefnl not Lo driols impure water without first
boiling it. 'There is no danger in the water of
the crystal clear mountain streams. Aveid
getting wet and chilled. 1f youn get caught in
the raiu, talke immediately a litfle brandy. Do
not eat too much animal food; if yon do, you
are apt to become bilious. Be temperale in
the matter of liguors. The aguardiente of Hon-
duras is very powerful, and should be taken
sparingly. The gunaro is befter in the botile
than down the throat.

No one who has been in Honduras can be
unaware of the perfection of the climate of the
interior in restoring health to those suffering
from diseases of the respiratory organs. The'
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pure and gentle atmosphere of these high alti-
tudes is the best possible cuve for consmmp-
tive tendencies. Dersons, indeed, whose lungs
are already seriously alfected, may hope [or
complete recovery here among tiiese upland
forests of pine and oak., TForsuch, an altitude
of three to four thousaud feet is {he Dest
region. In this cool and even temperatnre they
should wear light flannel underclothing and
sleep with sufficient coverings during the really
cold mights. Daily bathing in the monntain
streams, and not too mueh riding, will give them
unheard-of appetites and make new creatures
ol them In a short time.

October is perhaps the prettiest month in
Honduras,  After the long montlis of the ruiny
season, the look of the world is enchanting.
The air is clearest then, for the rains have
washed ont all the dust. Miles and miles
“across splendid emerald valleys are distang
mountaing veiled in sapphire and azare. Some-
times, beyond low floating snowy clouds, rise
dark-green peaks like islands in an aerial sea.
The flowers are all at their best.

The road-sides in places are ablaze with yel-
low and scarlet. In other, shadier spots there
arc ferns and orchids. On a mounfain-side
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where a thousand tiny streams trickle con-
stantly down across yonr narrow path, therve is
muaiden-hair, delieate and Deantiful beyond
description — inexhaustible quantities. And
mingled with 16 are begonins that you instantly
crave to transport 1o the North.,  Further on
are giunt forns, amazing trees that make yon
stare.  In another place you will find Dlack-
berries growing wild—Dbushes and bushes, limit-
less and unhecded.  But it is the very same
oll Dlackberry—red when it is green—that
yvou liave caten all The sminmers of your life
since vou wore old enough, in the North.
The natives eall it the mora.  And everywhere
vou will see tlie mimosa, the sensitive plant,
which in the tropics becowmes quickly a tree,
and does nofi quiver and recoil so eagily at 1ude
contact. There are two specics—one with little
pink fuzzy balls, and one whose Inzzy ballg are
yoellow.

Q, how truly beantiful is the springlike
October of the Honduras nplands !
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IIOW TO B¥ COMFORTABLE,

A great many foreigners go to IHonduras
leaving their families behind in the United
States. A few lake their wives and children
along with them. There is no good reason why
they should not. With a little forethougli,
life may be us agreeable for a woman as for a
man. Buf, to be snre, there are women who
are notb easily contented. If you go to Hon-
duras ready to groan and grumble at every
trifle, prepared to belisve the inhabitants a
set of savages, and firmly convinced thatl the
climate is deadly, and, in short, everything
“horrid,” you are nol apt {o be comlortable
yourself or lo render anyone else so. Go
there clieerfully, prepared to do without gas-
light and street-cars, also matinées (except
in Tegucigalpa), fresh oysters (except in
Amapala), art. exhibitions, green apples, and
American butter (except in cans from the
United States), and you may be serene, if not
absolutely happy.

If you arve going to stay any length of time
in any one place, youmust find« honse. Rents
vary. In Il Vaile de los Angeles you can
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secure a4 habitation a0 Irom five to thirty dollars
per month. 1n Tegneigalpa houses rentfor from
ten to one hundred and {ifty dollars. Supposing
youtake a place that is rather roughly finished
inside — indeed, oniside of Tegucigalpa or
Comayagua, the houses are not, as a rule, very
artistic.  Tn sucly case you will want to have a
deal of cretonne for curtains and portiéres and
mantles. You will want plenty of muslin or
lace window-curtaing. Rugs will make your
bare floors comfortable. The ladies’ and chil-
(lren’s dresses shownld be all of summer materials,
Don’t let anyone deluade youn into taking spring
costumes, You wuant Jume and July aftirve.
Sun and shade hals yon will need; parasols
and umbrellas in  plenty; shoes and boots
enangh to last n good while; rubber cloalks of
the best possible quality—cheap ones will not
stand the climate. Sheets and pillow-cases,
blankets and bed-spreads you must take also.
Hammocks and steamer-chairs are the nicest
things in the world for a house in Honduras.
Some little kniclc-kknacks and pictures will
make bare walls more home-like. If T were a
lady going to Ilondwras with my husband, I
should also take Gwo or three pretty evening
dresses with me, Dbecause people who are agree-
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able and come well inlrodnced ave treated
very amiably in a social way, and there is not
always time to get a dress muade for o party;
besides, how much nicer to have the latest
New York cut! And I would take ever so
many pairs of kid gloves—undressed kid,
which do not spot lilke dressed kid, in the
tropical rainy season,

Bat aboul comfortable living: The liouse
fixed, you must have o servant or two. They
work for low wages, but you must noil be
splenetic at the bare shoulders and bare feet of
your kitchen maid. See that she is clean {from
liead to foot; that is all. Iler camisa should be
spotless, and ler calico skirt should not drag
behind and wipe up the dust. Trust to her to
cook the frijoles and tortillas. Instructher on
other peints kindly and repeatedly, and do not
lose patience. Go about the kitchen (I am
speaking now for the benefit of the foreigner’s
wife) with your 8panish book in your hand, giv-
ing ordersas grammatically as possible; and all
of o sudden you will be surprised to find how
well yon speak and understand the langunge.
Be as kind as you can to yonr native servamnis,
‘The Hondurefios, even of the lower classes, arve
as proud as Lucifer is said to be.. Yon can
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never foree them to do anything. On the other
hand, they will show the greatest devotion to
an employer for whom they have aflection.

In order to be comfortable, one must duly
respech the Inner man. What is one to eat in
Honduras? There is good heef to be had, and
occasionally veal. There is no mution yet;
there are few sheep in the country. Pork is
rather high. Very good sausage is manufact-
ured by the natives. Brains and sweetbreads
nicely cooked are Lusty dishes. Iguana, the
meab of which is white and delicate, is not at
all bad, and there is a certain kind of moukej
that need not be despised. Mr, E. W. Perry
gays that ‘“boiled monkey, tender and {at from
muech {easting on zapotes and other sweet and
wholesome fruiis, is delicions food. There is
another excellent rveason why people who
might turn with aversion from a diet of even
s0 remote an ancesfor should eat {he fat,
white-bellied mono. TIlis oil is a superior
remedy for catarrlt and kindred ailments, and
exccls cod-liver oil in curing consumption.”

The same gentleman speaks favorably of the
armadillo, baked in its many-banded, scaly
armor. The wild turkey is very good, and the
tepescuintle is tasty. In regurd to vegetables,
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a good plan is to have your own kitchen gar-
den, raising your own towmatees, string-beans,
radishes, lettuce, parsley, onions, beets, cab-
bages, cucumbers, squashes, and so forth. All
these things grow as by magic. You have but
to water them and wateh that the ants do not
get at them. I you waken one morning and
find a thousand of these busy little insects
streaming into your garden-patch and walking
off with your precions green stuff, do not faint
or shriek. (o quietly and tind a mozo. Offer
him two or three dollurs to discover and remove
the ants’ nest. He will do so effectually, and
then you may pay bhim. With a little trouble
you may have thus all the [resh vegetables you
wish, the year rownd. Flour is expensive,
You will do well to buy your bread. They
have a secret for malking it, with white of eggs,
Ifancy. Speaking of eggs, keep your own
hens if possible, and raise chickens for your
table. Rice is plentiful and cheap. Fried
bananas and plantains are dishes that you will
very soon grow fond of. Ripe mangoes stewed
are harmless, and green mango pie is worth tass-
ing. Figs are delicious stewed. Pineapples,
anonas, zapotes, agnacates, jocoles, oranges, and
lemons are abupdant in the murket-places, and
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costlittle. Among familiar fruits to the stranger
are the duraznos (peaches), which are plucked
green and hard, and must always be stewed. 1
do not know why the natives do not let them
ripen. There ave guinces, too, but these cost
more, The Dblackberry grows wild at four
thousand feet altitnde. Little girls gather
them and bring them to your door to sell.
IPor a real (twelve and a hall eents) you can
buy a heaping measure. Water-melons, in
their season, can be had for twent-y or twenty-
five cents apiece. They are smull, but of good
flavor.

Now for some pavely native dishes—the tor-
tilla, the tamale, the {frijoles, and the Spanish
“boiled dinner.”  Maize is certainly the staple
breadstuff of the country. A requisite for
your kitchen is the melate, or picdra de moler,
This is a stone about two by two [eet in dimen-
sions and slightly concave in the center. Ac-
companying it is o stone rollingpin. TTpon
this stone the tortillas are prepared, and should
you lack a coffce-mill, your coffee may thus be
grouml. ‘The first thing in tortilla-naking is
to cook the corn on the col in lime-water, or
water with a little ashes in it. The kernels

come off easily then in the shape of wlhat we
a
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call hulled corn. This 1s placed on the stone
and ground to o paste-like mass with the stone
roller. When there are no kernels left, the
roller is laid aside. The wet meal is taken np
in small masses and pattetl between the Lands
into thin, round cakes Irom four to eight iuches
in diameter. "These are baked quickly on a
stone or athin pan over a hot fire; and behold,
the tortilla! The tamale is different. It con-
sists of the wet meal made into rolls, placed in
large, thick leaves, or else in tough corn-husks,
and boiled for a good while. But, as a rule,
some fine chopped meat or raisins are added
before the boiling. The raisin tamales are little
else than boiled Indian puddings. A pleasant
native drink is made by stitring pinole into
a glass of water and sweetening it. The pinole
is parched grains of maize ground fo a fine
powder. Pinole also makes good hasty pud-
ding, they say.

Uabul is the name of a Mosquito coast drink,
It is made from the butuco, a thick, stumpy
plantain with an acid flavor. This butuco may
be eaten either stewed or fried, in which case it
tastes like stewed peaches or like [ried apples.
The drink from it is made by boiling the [ruit
solt and making a mush of it, then stirring
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in cold water, addiug a little lime-juice and
sweetening to your taste. Tle frijoles, or black
beans, are always ealen for brealdast. They
are boiled first with a small piece of pork.
Next, they should be mashed with a wooden
masher. After this, place them in a deep
earthen dish if possible, add suflicient lard,
some slices of onion, and bake awhile. The
boiled dinner of tropical lands is as detestable
as the boiled dinner of New England. 1t con-
sists of a piece of meat with some bone and fat,
some plantains, some yams, some yuca, some
ayotes nnd chayotes, native squashes, and any-
thing else that the cook may fancy.

During many months of the year honey is
brought to vour door iu bottles. It is wild
honey and of excelient flavor. (Good coffee
and chocolate are easily obfainable. TFine
sugar is rather high. The native dulce is
usable. *If youn want good tea, you must take
it with you; they do not know tea very well
in Honduras. The native cheese and mante-
quilla ave good. Milk you must buy early in
the morning. The cows are milked but once o
day. In a few localities it is almost impos-
sible Lo obtain it, but as a rule you can have it
brought to you at {rom teu to fifteen cents per
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botile. Everything in the fluid line is brought
in bottles, you will find—wine, whisky, and
beer bottles, whose original contents were long
since absorbed, and whose astonishing num-
bars suggest ull sorts of thouglhits about a
remarkable thirst in the land.



PART II

ROCK AND RIVER,

1.

TIIE OLDEST MINES&

The great attraction of Honduras for stran-
gers and foreign ecapital has thns far been the
prectous metals Jocked in the bosoms of the
wiglity Cordilleras or hidden in the sands at
the bottom of the rivers flowing northward.
Untll quite recently, llttle attention has been
paid to the subject of celonization for agricult-
ural purposes, althongl tlie lowlands afford
magnificent advantages for these. The mines
have been the vast and absorbing question,
buack as far as the beginning of the sixteenth
century, when Columbus appeared with his
adventurous followers to discover and conguer
another world.

The first filty years of Spanish industry
were doubtless devoted to placer-mining in
the rivers not far from the north coast,  Silver
was then discovered, but no movement, was
made to mine it oub until the beginning of
the seventeenth centwry. The first steps

toward this were taken amid the mountaing
(53)
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to the east of what is now the capilal, and in
the districts: or mdnerales to-day known as
those of Santa Lucia, San Juan de Cantaorra-
noes, and San Juancito. The last-named place is
now the site of tlic Rosario works, probably
thus lar the best developed and most success-
ful in all Honduras. ¥ormeriy one had, on
leaving the capital, fo puass through Saata
Lucia and either Cantarranos or El Valle de
los Angeles to reach San Juancito; but during
the past three or four years a new cart-road
has been completed, leading thither direct
from Tegucigalpa. This road leads up the
“Leona’’ side, curving now this way and now
that along her white limestone walls for some
miles, then dips into a4 pleasant woods; on
throngh the woods, and out again info pleas-
ant pastures and flelds of waving corn; up and
down into wilder and grander woodland spaces;
Ligh for a last climb, and then you come all at
once upon the Rosario Mine itself, from which
on to San Juancito the road is butl a descent of
one thousand feet in the course of three miles,
For eight or nine years the Rosario Company
hiad little to show for hard work and constant
expenditure for labor and improvements. To-
'da_y the bullion output is over onc hundred
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thousand dollars per month, T am told, the
number of bars averaging forty, each weigh-
ing one hundred and twenty-live pounds and
averaging two thonsand five hundred dollars
in value. The camp at San Juancito is like
a noisy bit of the United States brought
out and set among the peaceful hills of a
dreaming, drveam-like world, The old pueblo
has gotten used to the thunder of the thirty-
five stamp mill, the new [rame louses, tho
water-pipes, the furnaces, and the bucket
tramway that brings the ore down over their
Lheads from the mive to the mill. The camp
Lhas a post-office, a telegraph office, and tele-
phonic communication with Tegucigalpa.
There are about two hundred emplayes, hall
of the number being foreigners. In February,
1889, President Boygran, accompanied by Doc-
tor Gamero, President of Congress, Doctors
Leiva and Bogran, and a number of mewmbers
ol Congress, visited Sun Juancito and started
the first air-drill plant in Honduras. The plant
is a duplex Rand compressor, and there are five
drilling machines.

The following table from the Rosario Com-
pany’s report lor the year 1888 is worth glane-
ing at, and gives a clear idea in figures of what
they have been doing:



REPUBLIC OF INONDURAS.

»
4

TI)

H6

003 45 Qze'Py | Stoee’or | ews ¥ges 650’z | TSI,
_
R Y 2196%'¢ | 818 &L RN Bai31: g wo ool iddg
et LI *a808's | Sreee'r | Sxe oo 831 g degoygl Cdny
el gy 161 | RL Lp 8 181 eyl cSny orgr  Amp
el oeng 068'T | _ ¥oC 10! 2r 31911 tpl Amporgp eunp
SERETERRRE o 34arr] %499 %418 BLox SqanT gl PUN[L 01 Tg  ABIY
] 10y 0pLT | Piegs | Siss ge  [Zeer el Lygorgr pudy
ettt BT S4G6F'T 129 v 6 g1 TIg dy 01 93 ol
RN ) 086°'T | 54783 58 81 981 P MBI 01 1y AT
rE e aA e H.___L.ﬁ O.D@“H mww .—.@ A N@MH -.D.N .Q.m-rm o) cm .ﬁ.NHv
SRR R ) SAe161 99 %oz g1 581 TUgg wWef oy Wer
8981
TrrrreeeclogT €89°1 g6 (ool ey gL TR g oig 9
e i 9T 958 3¢t g 51888 Tg 08 01 TAON
AR < 5iev'n | HELL 02 8¢ | elg  |'"hg AON 10T WO
. _ 1881
gy “oem smop . ~pasTel “yung uaAp ot
Jad wsw ‘ ! peneirEs SHLYJ
jo goquu | 0GR | OO0 apuesowna | AN | ddbic | ssamie

‘HHOM DKRINIK 40 JT1EV.L



T OLDEST MINES, b7

RESUME,
Fect driven. ... .. e R X 22t
Feebsunk............ et aaeraarentaeas ceearer. 228
Foet radsed . o i e e e vevrreranes, D494
Jubie yards extracted. .. ... e e 10,5324
Orvg production, fons......... e . 24,025

Avcrage number of men cmployvd pu month sesdiaee 200
ADDITION TO MINING PLANT,
December 1, 1887, ta December 1, 1888,

1 duplex Rand compressor.

3,000 fect cast-iron 16-inch ﬂummg pipe.

1,000 fect cast-iron 12-inch vertical pipe.

5 Raud drilling ninchines and theiv ouwifit, with a complete
oulfit of aiv-pipe for the mincy, with all the fixtures for work-
ing ‘“air planl.”

t 4.ft. Pellon hordy gurdy waler-wheel and gearing for
ranning compressor,

1 2-ft. I’elton hurdy-gurdy waler-wheel, with 250 feet of
pipe Lo run the vanoers,

L planing mitl,

1 bublery of 5 stamps, making 35 stamps in mill.

4 1,200-1b. silver rctorts and furnaces.

1 power band-saw,

1 mortising machine.

1 poriubie mining hoist, with ropes and buckets.

The same report gives also as a
NRESUMES O BII‘I;JJING.

Folal tons pulpy milled. .. ... Cerreriaraaaees eere.. 284114
Avernge nssay of oro pulp, per ton. ..ol . 346,90
Average asssy of taflings, perton ... ... ..ol 18.72
Average per cent, of j,u,ld from pulp mllicd ........ T4 706-100

And asa

RERUME OF BULLION BIIIFMENTS AND RETURNS.
Net hullon value from December 1, 1887,
fo Oclober 31, 1895, .. ... oo oo e, $710,384,04
Gold, ounces. . ooo oo iveer oiiiiinans eeen. 10,8806 18-100
SHlver, OUNCeS. .o vvvinirienenienre e e, 534,546 44-100
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Beside the five Rand drills, ten more Inger-
soll and Bargent drills have been ovdered; and
the company confemplates the building ol a
one-hundred-and-filty-stamp mill, and the use
of eleetricily for the power.

From San Juancito on. loward Cantarranos,
one should pass through a small settlemnent
called Guadalupe.  Tlere is the mine © El Cru-
cero,” belonging to the Hon. Abelardo Zelaya,
and at present unworked., This property was
for a time in the hands of an American syndi-
cate, but owing to some mistaken reports, they
abandoned their claimns. There is talk of a
French company being organized to work the
mine. Rich ore has been taken out, showing
silver and gold similar to that of the Rosario
vein, these two concessions approaching each
other as near asg twenty-five feet.

11, instead of taking this road, we take an-
other leading eastward ont of San Juancito,
and passing over Liigh, pine-covered mountains,
we shall come first to El Valle do Tos Angeles,
and later to Santa Lucia. In coutrast to the
somewhat ngly and barren appearance of San
Juancito, El Valle de los Angeles (the valley
of the angels) is one of the loveliest spots that
eye ever gazed upoun. Ifor miles there stretches
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out a sweet and swmiling prospect-—green fields,
with little rivers sparkling through, and splen-
did trees casting their shade along the level
wagou-roads. On every side, but far enough
away, a guard of hills, all beantiful with ame-
thyst and pale-green lights. TFlowers every-
wlhere, and comfortable-locking houses and
well-paved streocts.

Tere ave the mines of Las Animas. Thirty-
ton [uruaces are used by the Los Angeles Min-
ing and Smelting Company, and both steam
and water power employed. Mr. N, A, Toss
is the superintendent, The compuny’s build-
ings are commodious, and the management is
prudent.

Proceeding on from the beautiful valley, yvou
come next to Santa Lucia, a picturesque little
town of white adobe, nestling amid the green
of coflfee and banana fields. Its site is upon
one of the foot-hills of the Canta?ranos Monnt-
ains, and ifs altitude about four thousand five
hundred feet above the sea. It is one of the
very oldest mining camps of the country.
There are 2 number of old openings abandoned
by the Spaniards seen all over the tract, some
of them caved in, others just as they were left.
The present principal working was begun by
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the driving ol a tunnel ol over seven hundred
[eet into the mountain.  This {unnel passes
through strala containing large deposits of
high-grade silver ore. True fissure veins are
seen on the surface, not dilfering {rom the
deposits. Ruby silver and sulphurets are
found in the ore, the gangue of wlich is chiefly
marl, ealciie, and quartz. The Santa Lucin
Mining and Milling Comwpany was originally
organized in New Yorl, but is now conblolled
by Pennsylvania capitalists.

In the Santa Lucia district is also La Plomosa,
a property owned principally by Mr. Frederick
BE. Adie, of London, and Doctor Fritzgariner, of
Honduras. Some specimens lately taken {from
this have assayed one and three-tenths ounces
of gold to thirty ounces of silver. The vein
(ten feet in width) averages forty dollars in
silver, with a considerable amount in gold. A
company is being organized in London to work
the concession. In the same jnrisdiction is
the Santa. Elena Mine, worked by the Victoria
Mining and Milling Company, of which Mz,
Thomas D. Wayne, of Chicago, is president.

Another old mine is the Guasucaran. This
is sitnated on Guasucaran Mountain, twenty-
seven miles south from Tegucigulpa and fifty-
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seven miles inland from Porl La Brea, on the
Gulf of Fonseca. The altitude is about five
thonsand feet ubove sea-level, and the old mine
lias 2 curious history. 1t is related that early
in the sixteenthh centwry a party of Spaniards
were going down from the interior to the coast,
and Jost their way on tlie mountain-side. They
- camped there as night came on. Next morning
they bnilt a fire to coolkk something for break-
fast, and afterwards they discovered in the
ashes of their fire some small silver slugs.
They examined the vock, and found it coated
with small drops of silver. They said nothing,
but some of their nwmber returned fo Spain
and obtained a patent to work the inine, and
to introduce a large number of slaves for the
labor.

In 1821, when independence was declared,
the owner was a Sefior Rosa. This gentleman
fled from the country, and the mine was left in
the hands of natives, who worked it leisurely
in the most primitive way. TI'rom 1850 to 1860
it was worked by Capflain Moore, an English-
man, who had bought it for sixty thousand
dollars. In 1860, Mr. John Connor camne ont
from London and joined Captain Moore, who
died in 1805, and left all his Honduras property
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to Mr. Connor. This latter gentleman has
worked 1t ever sinec in the primitive, native
fashion, with an arvastra, a wooden five-stamp
mill, and barrels for mmalgamation. The pres-
ent development of the mine consists of fifty-
odd drilts and cross-cuts, from two hundred
to six hundred {eetl in length, with thirty head-
ings, all in ore, from which one hundred tons
can De mined daily for an indefinite period.
The ‘‘pockets” assay four hundred to five
hundred dollars per ton, and the ore averages
forty dellars. A company has been formed
recently, known as the Gnasucaran-California
Mining and Milling Company. Mr. John Con-
nor, Jr., is superintendent. A ten-stamp mill
is being built, with boiler, saw-mill, and lixiv-
iation plant. The new company has secured
a concession of adjoining land in the depart-
ment of Tegneigalpa and jurisdietion of Ojo-

jona.

A——— i s

II..
MINEB O IMPORTANCE. )
Yuscaran, perhaps, is the place we should
visit next. Yuscaran is the principal town of
the department of Paraiso. It is east and a
little south from Tegncigalpa, at a distance of
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about forty miles. Iis altitnde is about the
same as that of the capital, and the climate is
therefore good. The town is so hidden by
mountains that as you approach you have no
idea of its proximity until all at once the
sight bursts upon you. During the past gix or
seven yearls Y uscaran has become something of
2 business centre, owing to activity in mining
matters. ¢ The market-place,”” says Mr. Lom-
bard, in an inferesting article, ** affords a prod-
uce cxchange for the entire department of
‘araiso; il the towns from the great Indian
seltlement of Texiquot to Danli) the centre of
the coffee district, sending every week their
several products thitlier. On the broad plains
round abaut this important town, not only the
finest coffee in all Central America is cultivated,
but also a superior guality of sugar-caue, in
such quantities that the aguardiente, or native
ram, distilled therefrom is suflicient to supply
the demand of the entire department of Paraiso,
and that of the department of Tegucigalpa as
well,”’ .

1t seems that the mines of Yuscaran were
discovered in the eighteenth century, by one
Juan Calvo. Ile was riding over a pass in the
Plata Mountains, and his mule stumbled and
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fell. Calvo slipped off unhurt; the mule
rolled on down to the bottom of the incline.
Calvo clambered down to recover the animal,
and noticed a bit of dislodged rock glistening
in the sun. He picked it up and found it.to be
silver ore. He went away quictly enough with
his mule. Some days later he returned with a
few rude tools and began worlk on the vein that
he had discovered. In a few weeks he was
known to possess large sums of money,
which he spent rather prodigally. Iis actions
excited suspicions. 1llis acquaintances began
to watch him closely, ahd thus his secret was
discovercd. As he had not taken any meas-
ures to obtain a patent, others gathered from
all sides and began to work the mine, which
was called from that time Los Quemazones.
Other veins were discovered, tle most im-
portant being the Guayabillas, Monserrat,
Ignanas, Sacramento, Santa Elena, Jesus, Tor-
nagas, San Miguel, California, Suyate, Capiro,
Platero, and Veta Grande. Yuscaran came
into existence as a town; houses were built and
streets paved; a cathedral was not forgotten.
The natural surroundings were and are excel-
lently adapted for a mining town. There are
. three rivers—the Rio Grande, the Rio Aurora,
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and the Rio de los Ingenios—close by. There
are forests of pine on the mountaing and forests
of hard-wood in the valleys.

To-day the principal mining companies at
work at this spot are the Zurcher & Streber
Mining and Milling Company, the Monserrat
Mining Company, and the Guayabhillas Mining
Company. There is also, I think, the Paraiso
Reduetion Company, which has a twenty-stamp
mill near Yuscaran. The Zurcher & Streber
Company are working the Iguanas and the
Mercedes tunnel, with rich results. The Mon-
serrat, at latest reports, had developed a
bonanza at one thousand feet under the mount-
ain, where two converging four-feet veins meet
and continue on as one. The ore shows ruby
silver, and assays from, two hundred 'dollars
upward. The company runs twenty stamps
night and day.

The Guayabillas is worked with Cornish
pumps. This is the famous old mine from
which, in the years 1813-17, the output was
over two million dollars.

South from Yuscaran some sixfy miles are
the mines of the Potosi district, a fract con-
taining nine square miles, and comprising the

following mines: Iil Tajo, El Socorro, ILos
5
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Corales, La Loma, La Mina Grande, Guada-
Iape, San Benito, Banta Rosa, Los Melones,
El Chaparro, Jiganta, San Raflael, 15 Carmin.
They have all been worked to depths of Irom
fifty to two hundred feet. The San Benito and
the Jiganta were abandoned beecause the ove
was too hard to work by nalive mefhiods. EHi
Socorro is full of water. 'The Gradalupe Min-
ing Company, Limited, ol Potosl, an Inglish
company, has a fifteen-stamp mill and an air
plant, and is working the Guadalupe mine.
The Potosi Mining and Reduction Company
is working the San Benito, with bullion out-
put of thirty bars per month.

About five leagues distant from fthis tract,
and on the same mountain range, al Corpus,
are the famous old mines, Clavo Rico and El
Corpus. The Clavo Rico has lately been re-
opened, the old tunnel cleared and re-timbered,
Mr. J. B. Daniel is superintending the waork.
Besides the tunnel, he has started shafts on Il
Palpito and El Altar .veins, just back of the
Corpus church, which was built over the very
richest part, in consequence of some supersti-
tion about a golden dragon in the mine that
had to be suppressed.

Thirty-six miles from Cholnteca, and over
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the Nicaragua frontier, is the mine belonging
to the Segovian Mining Company, Bl Golfo.
The company was organized in New York, with
a capital of $300,000, The directors are M.
. M. Braem, Mr. C. Littlefield, and Mr, H. A.
Spears, of New York, and Hon. Abelardo Zel-
aya, of Honduras. The property consists of
quartz fissures richly impregnated with gold.
A twenty-stamp mill is in operatian.

The Dos Hermanos Mining and Milling Com-
pany has a valuable property in the jurisdic-
tion of Kl Corpus, department of Choluteca.

The Corland Honduras Association and the
San Rafael Mining and Milling Company have
a concession, embracing three gold and silver
mines, near Nacaome, on the Pacific coast. A
stamp-mill is being built. |

The San Marcos Company has a ten-stamp
mill at Sabana Grande, and makes regular bull-
ion shipments o New York., The San Marcos
mine, despite interruptions and laek of proper
machinery, produced i the fifteen months end-
ing with September, 1889, over $100,000.

The New Orleans and Curaren has, at Cur-
aren, 2 mill with two batteries of five stamps
each, four pans and two settlers, and other
equipments,
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The Aramecina United Gold and Silver Min-
ing Company, Limited, wus lately organized in
London, with $1,000,000 capitul. The directors
are: Mr. Henry Wethered, of London, presi-
dent; Mr. Oliver Wethered, of London ; Mr.
William Morgans, of London; Mr. ¥. B.
Beach, of New York; Mr. A. Ii. Morgans, of
London, managing director.

The company owns a group ol mines at Ara-
nmecina, the Santa Lucia lode being tha most
important, The mill plant is one suitable to
treat three hundred tons of ove per day. A
rock-drilling plant of engine, boilers, and air-
compressor 1o worle eight drills, is in position.
Thirty more drills will be added before long.
The mining camp of Aramecina is thirty miles
Tfrom Port Aceituno, on the Gull of Fonseca,
and about three miles easf of the village ol Ara-
mecina.  The altitude is about one thousand
two hundred feef, the climate fine, and fhere is
good supply ol wood and water.

The Opoteca Mines, at Opoteca, department,
of Comayagua, and about thirty miles north-
west of the old capital, now belong to an Eng-
lish syndieate, to which they were sold, d 111‘i11g'
the past year, by their owner, Capt. Frank M,
Imboden, for two hundred and filty thousand
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dollars, cash. The company is preparing fo
expend a million dollars in equipping the new
plant.

The Sun Bartolo Mine, department of Copan,
belongs to Captain Payne, of New Orleans.
The orve is a pure chloride of silver, and assays
abouf ninety ounces.

The Santa Cruz Gold Mining and Milling
Company (an Inglish syndicate) is building a
new one-hundred-stamp mill ou the banks of
the Chamelecon River, in the department of
Santa Barbara.

The Monte del Cielo Mining and Milling
Company, ol the Minas de Oro district, has a
five-stamp mill and three Huntington mills for
gold plate amalgamation.

The Esperanza Mine, of the same district, is
owned by Mr. Smart. '

The Fureka Mine is owned by Mr. Wer-
muth, who works it with an arrastra, pulveriz-
ing sixteen tons of soft ore in twenty-four
houus.

The Tempano Mine has a gold plant.

The Clarita Mine, owned and worked by
Americuns, has a five-stamp mill. )

The ore of tlie Minas de Oro is mostly a {ree
milling gold ore, with gangue of decomposed
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quartz and ferruginous clay. The veins are
from eight to twenty feet in widih,

The New York and Camalote Mining Com-
pany has a water-power stamp-mill at Cama-
lote.

The Rector Mining and Milling Company,
which was organized in Fargo, North Dakota,
by the Messrs, Miller, Sweaton, Wickersham,
Milickan, and Bell, has jits works al Quebrada
Grande, Glancho. Therc are some six hundred
feet of flume sluicing, with good reservoirs.
The bed-rock of the siream is rich in coarse
gold; it is covered with two fo three feet of
gold gravel.

The Poso Grande is a mining company lately
organized in Kansas City, which has locafed
some gold placer claims at Macueliso, below
tlre mines Los Tarros and Il Oro, belonging to
General Kraft.

The Tonduras Gold Placer Mining Company
was organized in London in October, 1889, by
Major K. A. Burke, of New Orleans. This
company is to work the concessions obtained
by Major Burke in Olancho. The working
capital is two hundred and fifty thousand dol-
lars. An important undertaking of the com-
pany is the turning of the River Jalan, at
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Retira, south of Juticalpa, in order to work its
bed. Other companies organized by Major
Burke are the Guayape and Jalan.

IIT.

LIFE TR A MINING CAMI.

To live in Tegucigalpa, or Comayagua, or
Yuscaran, or Santa Cruz de Yojoa, or San
Pedro Snla, or even the Valley of the Angels,
is differenf, from living in that which is purely
a4 mining camp, and where there is absolutely
no pleasant native society. In such a camp,
for instance, as that of San Juancito, there is
uo social life ountside of the little colony of
foreigners. And wherever there 1s no social
life, wherever there is nothing but toil from
morning till night, without relaxation, without
break, without change of any sort, life becomes
ab times o most awful monotony; it comes to
resemble most painfully the grind of the stamp-
mill, that never ceases day or night. Despite
the magnificent blue of the sky, the splendor
of the tropical sunshine, the brilliance of the
myriad stars, the pine-fragrant breeze 1‘Us]1ing
through the mountain passes, onc loses heart,
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or, rather, feels Lis heart growing lard and
dull, il he is shut away {rom hamanity. He
Torgets many of the nice little customs of
polite socicty; he grows awkward and difli-
dent, if not uncouth. 1t is therefore vastly to
the credit of muny of the American mining
companies that they endeavoras far as possible
to provide [requent harmless recreations lor
their employds. 'The superintendents offen
arrange enfertainments at their own lLouses,
music, dancing, occasionally some little dra-
matic representation, followed by refreshunents,
are the order of the evening. To the wives of
one or two of these gentlemen—charming
ladies, who seem ever desirous of brightening
the prosaic life of the company’s toilers—is
due much kindly feeling from all who have
spent any length of time in the camps.

There are some companies, however, whose
employés are worked too hard, I think. Not
that the superintendents are not humane men,
ot men with a proper sense of justice; but the
truth is—and particularly if they own stock
themselves—they are so interested in making
the mine a grand success that they forget, at
times, to have any wmercy on flesh or blood—
even their own. One gentleman in particular
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I remember to have told that he not only over-
worked his employés, but also himself. Their
hours were from six in the morning until ten
and eleven at night, with but half an hour for
meals. They were supposed to work nearly
the same time on Sundays! I proplesied to
this man that bad would come of such a strain,
e langhed at me.  ““ You will pay for it, and
dearly,” I warned him. And he did; for he
died very suddenly, a few months later, {rom
what was supposed to be apoplexy. The
“geventh day” rest is just as important in
Honduras as anywhere else. 1f the sfamp-
mills must keep on running, as is not unreason-
able, let the Sunday force be men who rest on
Saturday. If men must be worked from six in
the morning—and mus$ rise at five in order to
dress and get their coffcc—do not keep them
up until midnight, I shonld say, unless you per-
mif, them an hour or two {or a midday siesta.
Some abtention shauld be paid to the fact that
the climate iz not that of the temperate zone.
Snperintendents from Dakota should not com-
pel their employés—many of them natives,
totally nmnused to such meal-hours—to cat a
hearty brealkfast at half-past five A. ., a heavy
dinner at twelve noon, and an unsubstantial
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sort of supper at five or six p. ., in true
Dakota fashion. Such a course means large
']'nori;a,lity among the employls-—a mortality
that nine ouat of ten will not liesitate to blame
upon the deadly climate of Hondwras! Irar
better, far triter economy to avoeid such radical
changes. Tt the men have their coffee on
rising, their brealdfast at ten, their dinner at
four or five. Do not worls them too hard duz-
ing the hot part of the day, when everyone
feels drowsy and more like taking a nap than
wielding & tool. The superintendents ought to
msist on their employés obeying hygienic
laws, instead of forcing them to violafe them.
The men should be given proper time Tor their
meals, and also for daily bathing. The com-
panies would, T believe, tind it a cheaper course,
in the long run, than that of employing a doe-
“tor, iinporting a vast stock of drugs to be dealt
out gratis, and every few weeks ordering the
carpenter to knock together some rough boards
in the shape of a coffin for an unfortunate,
whose shanty will be vacant on the morrow,
and whose name marked forever off the pay-
list! _

Reflections of this kind should not be deemed
irrelevant, since the varions boards of directors
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in the United States and Fngland make it a
point to consider economy in working their
properties.

On the other hand, one can always find a
great many bright spots to remember in a
period of several months spent in a mining
camp in Honduras. A little colony of forty to
sixty humans, isolated, as it were, in a strange
land, thousands of miles away from home and
friends, is like a fumily. The members of it
become attached one to amother, and regard
one another as brothers. 1If one iz ill or in-
jured, the others watch witl and nurse him. 1If
one dios, the others [ollow his coffin, borne on
men's shoulders, in silence and sadness to its
last resting-place. Some one of them reads the
burial service; others in turn throw a shovelful
of earth gently upon the coffin. The grave is
filled, and they turn away to leave himn there.
On the Day of the Dead, the decoration day of
‘all Spanish-American countries, his grave is
not forgotten; there are flowers laid wpon it.
If one takesa wife, the others rejoice with him.
- Sometimes a courageous sweetheart comes oub
to Honduras to be married to a fiancé too busy
to go to New York and fetch her. Insucl cases
the lady is mosi courteously received by the
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entire camp and every attention paid her. Two
or three mount their mules and stact down to
the coast—a trilling distance of a hundred or
a hundred and filty miles—to meet aud escort
lier up to the interier. She is the guest of the
superintendent’s Tamily, perhaps, until mar-
ried. II she be a Protestant, the ceremony
must of course be the civil marriage, performed
by the Governor of the department, unless her
fiancs chance to be a Catholic. '
Beyond parlor entertainments, there is little
amusement for the colony. IMorseback riding
loses its novelty wlhen it comes to be the only
means of traveling. Once in awhile there is a
game of ball. Tennis bas never talken alold;
I know not why. The mountain streams are
too nmarrow and rocky for swimming. At rave
intervals there comes the maromero. This is
the Spanish-American acrobat. All of a sud-
den, one day early in the verano, or dry
season, you nabice an unusual brightness. of
-countenance of the small, barefooted native
nrchin who has come to sell yon a bofile of
milk (for twenty-five cents, if you are in an in-
accessible camp). The youngster presently ex.
plains his or lier cheer{ulnessby telling you that
“To-night is the maroma. They are putting
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up the poles down in the open space below
the bridge and in {ront of the bodega.”
Later on, you sce for yourself the prep-
arations. There are two or three hori-
zontal hars- -one very high, the others smaller
—wilh their uprights, and tliere are ropes dan-
gling limply, as il someone were going to be
hanged. The perlormance takes place from
seven o'clock until nine or ten. It is public.
The lights—small regard is paid to the moon—
consist of fires kindled in four places around
the imaginary ring. The maromero has ob-
fained sawdust sufficient to make the ground
soft for his tnmbling. The wood for the fives
is a kind of pine. If Dblazes beautifully, and
the smoke is not offensive. Long belore the
fires axre kindled the people hegin to congregate,
coming from a considerable distance, some ol
them. Ifthe night be dark, each one carries a
torch of his own, of the same resinous pine, to
light him up and down the steep hill-sides; ox
" perhaps he has placed a bit of lighted candle
downward in o bottle neck and earries the bot-
tle wrong side up, as a lantern; for baottles are
versatile objects in Honguras, as 1 have re-
narked befors. As they arrive, the good folks
form o dense ring around, scating themselves
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on the ground or on any lumber or pieces of
machinery that may happen to lie near. The
women wrap themselves comfortably in their
pafolones and light their cigarettes. The men
smoke too. It should be understood that I am
deseribing the hwmbler and poorer country
people, not the higher class Honduarefios. At
length the pine piles wre kindled. They Llaze
up royally, and the ruddy light illwunines the
radiant, expectant {aces of hundreds. Thema-
romero soon niakes his appearance—from the
bodega, perhaps, wliere the mining eompany
folks have granted him the privilege of placing -
his puraphernalia and swinging his lLammock
for the night. If hedoes not appeuy promptly,
the crowd begin to wiistle and call {for him,
much like the gullery of a theatre in any
Notthern city under similar circumstances.
They also call for *“ La Musica!” I should not
omit to state that the maromero has obtuined
the services of the pueblo’s best musicians—-u
violinist, a flutisi, and a man with a guitar, usu- -
ally. This clever little orchestra arrives and
seats itsell on boxes provided for the purpose. It
tunes up, and 1s ready for work. The maro-
mero finally comes running lightly 1-..]11'0ug11 a
space kept open for him by a soldier or two be-



LIFE IN A MINING CAMP. 79

longing to the pueblo, and makes his bow to
the audiencein his hest manner, and very mueh
a la ballel-girl.  ITe is dressed In while tights,
dark-green velvet trunks, and a little jacket of
velvet with gold luce trimming, which lte may
remove, il hechoose, and display awhite jersey.
e begins with a topical song, and a dance on
the soft sawdust bLetween the verses. His
songs are hwmorous, lor the most part, but
never coarse. The crowd enjoy them, and ap-
plaud enthusiastically. Alfter the song he gives
some exhibitions on the horizontal bars, which
are really very good; then songs again. Then
he retreats to The bodegn and rests a little,
while the music plays. After this he comes
ouf again and continues his performance. Just
before the Inst number on the imaginary pro-
gramme he goes around with his hint and takes
the voluntary contributions—his sole compen-
sation. Ifrom five cents to a dollar a head are
contributed with the greatest willingness. And
he may collect from twenty-five Lo fifty or sev-
enty-five dollars, depending on the size of his
crowd, who disperse in the pleasantest humor
alter hearing his *‘ Baenas noches’’ and seeing
him refreat from the ring for the last time,
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1V.
BOME SUGGESTIONS.

There are people who should never go to
Honduras. These are persons lacking In stead-
{astness ol purpose; irresolute, easily discour-
aged folks. They are the class that soon
become disgusted with the lifle, and sel up 2
tremendous wail to return to civilization, as
they call it.  They are people who have not the
slightest idea of adapting themselves to cir-
camstances and getting at the best side of life.
They are utterly incapable of learning Spanish,
for one thing; they have no desirve to learn it,
indeed. They depend on others to interpret
for them, and when there is no one at hand to
do their talling for them, they are miserably
helpless.  Such are some of the employés of
the mining companies. They spend o year or
fwo in the country, grubbing along at their
work, and grumbling at the cruelly ol Fate in
bringing them fo such a spot. They draw
their salaries with a vindictive air, as if their
only remaining satisfaction was in knowing
that the company had to count ouf so wany
silver dollars every fivst of the month on their
account. These people finully return to the
United States, no wiser, no better offl —save for
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their paltry earnings--for their experience in
the tropies, than so many lorses or oxen would
e, And these are the people, I believe, who
make the ridiculons and depreciating reports
of Honduras that we sometimes rend in the
newspapers.  They do not scruple to assert
that the country is inhabited by half-nude
savages; that life is unsafe, and ithat outra-
geous liberties are taken with the property of
foreigners. These we the people who would
have you believe that your letfers are opened
in the post-offices, and that espionage ol the
most annoying sort exists. No stories of
the sort should Dbe credited. The post-office
anthoritics are too busy to meddle with any-
one’s corvespondence.  They would consider it
a great bore {o devole unusual attention to any
letter or package—unless there were reasons to
apprehend smuggled goods or the violation of
the posial Inws.

Paticnee and perseverance are requisites to
suceess  in mining matters. Anyone wlo
starts for Honduras with the idea that he is
going to step at onec into the possession of a
mouutain of gold is doomed to disappoint-
ment.  Ile must take time and go slow. He

nust Jewrn the language; that is absolutely
8
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necessary-—at least, sufficiently to read and
converse on ordinary subjects. e must adapt
‘himsell to the ways of the country and the
people.  1le should know something of ifs
topography and its carly history, which may
be easily gotten at in Wells’ Honduras and in
Squier’s and L . Daneroft’s works. Then
he should visit the prineipal mining camps, and
learn how they have arrived af their prescnt
respeclive conditions. He will soon have dis-
covered that the mining industry is no child’s
play, but a hard reslity. A good property
will avail him little unless properly worked.
Only high-grade ores, assaying at least sixty
dollars, pay when worked in the primilive
native methods; that is an established fact,
To equip a mine with the plant requoired lor its
successiul working, means alavge outlay. This
is why companies must be [ormed, and why
the natives themselves do not work their prop-
erty on a large scale. The concessions granted
by the Government to foreigners are remark-
ably liberal. No one can say that President
Bogran has not shown a most progressive and
trnly American spirvit in his encouragement
and approbation of foreign enterprise, particu-
larly in regad Lo the mining industry.
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The Government Mining Bureau is an excel-
lent institution. At the head of this is the In-
spector-General of Mines, Doctor Fritzgartner.
At this oflice may be seen some valuable and
interesting specimens from all parts of the
republic. Tlerc are nnggets from all the prin-
cipal gold and silver mines. Here, oo, are
samples of coal-slate from Choluteca, with
strong odor ol petroleuin, and {rom the north
coast as well. A fortune awaits the man who
discovers the coal-seams which are thought to
exist. Samples may be seen, at this burean, of
fine gypsum discovered in the red marl forma-
tion very near to Tegucigalpa. The occurrence
of this gypsum would point to the presence of
rock-salt. A good cement may be made by
adding small quantities of gypsum to the
trachytic fufa found throughout Honduras.
Caleined gypsum, or plaster of Paris, is im-
ported and sold in the drng-stores at a high
price. It is apt to be spoiled by the moisture
ol the rainy season. _ '

A wvast amount of machinery and mining
imiplements is admitted 1o the country dnty
Iree, with a view {o encouraging loreign enter-
prise. '

The Honduras Progress during the years
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1888-89 printed the mining laws, with all their
Iatest antendments, in BEnglish. These, for a
person who does not read Spanish casily, are
of the greatest assistance and convenience; {he
numbers of the paper containing them should
be obtained from the office. They are very
clear and coneise, as, for example, the {ollow-
ing, from—
TITLE IX.
A MIRER'S RIGITS UPON I1I3 CLATM, AND INTERSECTION OF
MINES.

AwricLe 100, The mincr is the exclusive owner within
the limils of his claim, and In all its depth, not only of the
registered vein or deposit, b alzo of all the ofhier veins, cross
veins, and mineral substances which exist or wny be fouund
in it

Articrn: 101, But he is forbidden to lollow or work then
into someonc's else claim,

Anticnz 102, Iivery Lrespass subjeels bim lo restilution of
the amount laken oul, xecording to the valuntion of ¢xperts,
without prejudice of an action Tor theft, should had fuith be
proven against lilm.

Anricrr 103, Frand will be preswmed when the trespass
exceeds twenly-lve yards,

Something about the comparatively new
stamip-mill process muay not be out ol place
before closing this chapter. This is a device
arranged generally in what arve called bat-
tertes, cach one comprising five stamps, At
the Rosario works there are seven bat-
teries, making thirfy-five stamps. Bach stamp
may weigh seven or cight hundred pounds.
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The battery is set in a mortar or cast-iron box,
with iron blocks called dies at the bottom, on
which the stamps are to fall. The ore passes
through a ecrushing machine, and then is fed
into the mortars to be crushed under the
stamps. Water also euters with the ore, and
the finely erushed mixture passes out through
sheet-iron perforated screens of the mortar.
The stamps drop a distance of eight or ten
inches, making from fifty to ninety strokes per
minute. The stamps are about ten feet in
length, and consist of four parts, called stem,
collar, stamp-head, and shoe. The eollar is on
the upper part, and projects three or four
inches. The cam of the driving-shaft catches
under this, and lifts and turns the stamp. The
stamp-head is a cylinder of fough cast-iron,
and on its bottom there is a steel shoe which
can be removed when worn out, and replaced.
A thirty-five-stamp mill can reduce from sev-
enly to ninety fons of ore in twenty-four hours.
By the old arrastra method this wonld require
weeks. The crushed ore is freated in various
ways for the extraction of the gold. Some-
times experiments are necessary, at no little
expense, belore the best method is hit upon,
particularly in the case of refractory ores.
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V.
THE OUALR OF IIONDURASB,

You will not have been long in the couniry
when one morning you will receive a visit from
a couple of traveling salesmen from Gracias.
These gentlemen may not at first sight im-
press you with their appearance. They will be
carelessly dressed in jacket and trousers of
some light cotton material, a pita hat the
worse for wear, or a nondescript felt article of
headgear, possibly a handkerchief around the
neck, and feet without shoes or stockings.
They will wear sandals of hide, perhaps, with
strings tied around the ankle and between the
great toe and its Jieighbor. They will have come
a long and weary distance, and if it be break-
fast-time, will ask you to accommodate them
with something to eat, {or whicl, of course,
they will pay. Then they will produce their
wares, the poorest and lowest priced always to
begin with. As a rule, they carry the opals in
tiny bottles—always the bottle in Honduaras !1—
filled with oil. I do not know whether the oil
spoils the stones, or whether the stones are of
poor quality to begin with; but I do know that
opals that liave been in oil are not worth buy-
ing; for once removed from the bottles they
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begin to crack, Some of them are irery lovely
bits of color. Bnt if yon arc wise you will
decline to invest, and insist on being shown
some better ones, After considerable argument
and protesting on both sides, the Gfracias gen-
tlemen will contrive to fumble in their pockets
and bring forth some little folded papers con-
faining wmore expensive specinens. Al, some
of these are gorgeous! 1f you are wily you
can purchase actual beauties for a dollar or two
apiece. The little cheap ones sell from dos
reals (twenty-five cents) {o a dollar.

I have seen very beautiful opals in Hon-
dunras, but never any that struck me as being
as dnrable as thosc of Mexico. One should
malke it a point Lo visit the department of Gra-
cias and see the mines; without so doing, you
can gain very little idea of them. It 1s no use
to ask people in Tegucigalpa, for few of them
—outside of the govermment geologist, and per-
haps a jeweler or two—can give you any infor-
mation. They will tell you that the principal
mines are near the town of Erandique, and are
worked by Messrs, Peacock & Burdet. And
you will need a map to show you that Gracias
is west a good distance from Tegucigalpa, and
that it i3 a long ride thither, And you will be
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hardly any wiser than you were hefore leaving
the United States, on this point. But if you
can speak any Spanish at all; ask the opal
venders such questions as come inle your
mind, In thatway you may learn a good denl.

Just how much one should be swayed by the
popular superstifion concerning these beautiful
stones, I would not attempt to say. Speaking
from my own expericnce—twice during my life
have I possessed opals, Lhe first time Mexican,
the second {rom Honduras—they have been
for me harbingers of the most cruel and un-
forcsecen events, followed, however, by un-
dreamed-of and more than compensating good
fortune. They {ascinate me, and yet fill me
with terror, They are always associated in my
mind with tragedy. I neversee an opal now
without recalling George Parsons Lathrop’s
beautiful poem, ‘A Casket of Opals.” . One
of the sets of verses tells of two dead lovers
meebing :

i He asked, ‘Am L fovgiven?'
* And dost thon forgive?’ she said,
Long time in vain for peace they’d striven,
And now their hearts were dead.”

“On the Pacific coast,” says Honduras

Progress, ‘‘large veins ol common opals are
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found, of bluish and reddish colors. Blocks
of opals weighing from one hundred to three
hundred pounds can be easily extracted. In
future years, no doubt, this class of mineral
deposits will be utilized by the lapidaries for
articles of luxury, as well as for the decoration
of dwellings and railroad cars, in a similar
manner as the ‘Mexican onyx,” which is but
a calcite, and of no great hardness.”’






PART TIL
IMMIGRATION AND AGRICULTURE.

1.

BOME PLANS AND ATTEMDPTS TO COLONIZE,

Two great necessities of Honduras—perhaps
the two greatest—and recognized as suclh by
President Bogran and many other progressive
Honduraneans, are those of immigration and
agricultural development. Agriculture, as we
hear repeated over and over, is the true basis
of national wealth, and bright will be the day
for ITonduras when her splendid fields are cul-
tivated even fo a quarter of the full extent of
their resources. :

The first steps of actnal importance toward
colonization and agricultural progress have
been taken lately by what is called the Ameri-
can Honduras Company. The president of
this company is Mr. B. W. Perry, & man of
foresight and pluck. Mr. Frank M. Imboden,
the former owner of the valuable Opoteca
niines, is the vice-president. The company
has offices in the principal cities of the United

States, as well as in Tegucigalpa, in Patuca, in
(91)
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Juticalpa, and Catacamas, 1is object is the
colonization of the vast yet little known casi-
ern region of the republic, which is called
Mosquito. Mr. Perry’s work is genuine.
What he says and writes of the country
—and he has done a great deal in this direc-
tion—may be credited, every word, for le is
spealking from actual knowledge, not from
hearsay. He has personally explored Mos.
guite, and knows the land. The simple fact
that such a man is the president of {the com-
pany, and that he is seconded by another of
such experience and prudence as Mr, Tmboden,
should guarantee success in all that may be
undertaken. The vast tract of Mosquito com-
prises areas of land heretolore unsalable, be-
cause 80 remote and unreachable. According
to the contract of Mr. Perry with the Govern-
ment, this land is purchased by the American
Honduras Company, the paymeni to be made
in extensive public works which will prove of
inestimable value to the entire eastern half of
the republic. There will be a wagon-road built
over three hundred miles in length, leading
from the capital to the north coast. The cost
of this is estimated at three hundred and
twenty-three thousand three hundred and fifty-



ATTEMPTS 40 COLONIZL. 93

three dollars. There is a canal to be made
between the Cuarafasca Lagoon, which is close
to the Mosquito coast line, and the Guayape,
an important river. This canal will be at least
twenty miles long by twelve yards wide, and
five feet deep.,  The cost will be nearly three
Lhundred thousand dollars. The channel be-
tween Caratasca and the-.sen may have to be
deepened at o cost of sixty-five thousand dol-
lars. One hundred wmiles of telegraph line
must be strung, and other improvements made,
to perniit communication between this region
and the interior. The cost will be at least
seven hundred thousand dollars. These are
the works with which the company pays for its
Mosquito lands. That it is in earnest, having
already begun active measures toward coloni-
zation, is very gratifying. A steam saw-mill
has been brought to Patuen, which will cuf ten
thousand [lect of lumber per day, and houses
are being built al that place and at Caratasca.
There is a steamer to carry mail and freight—
including fruit—from points along the eastern
coast to Trujillo and Puerto Cortez, there to
connect witl the steamers for the United States.
Land has been cleared between the Caratasca
Lagoon and the seq, and planted with fruits—



94 THE REPUBLIC OF IIONDURAS.

such as bananas, cocoa-nuts, and pine-apples.
Along the Patuca, or Guayape, other fruif
plantations have been begun. The natives of
the region-—chiefly Sambos—huave been stimu-
lated to improve their fruit crops, perceiving
that a way to market their produce will
speedily be opened. There is a good mule trail
now between Duice Nombre and the Patuca or
Guayape River. This will probably be made
into a wagon-road later on. '

The company has begun to introduce materi-
als and implements for building houses and |
malzing furniture. It bas brought wagons and
harnesses, and tools for construeting roads. 1t
is now introducing animals of the finest breeds
into the region, in order to improve the native
stock. Among these are & number of Norman
“stallions.

The exploration of such a country is by no
means a {irifling task. To read of anyone
having done so, conveys but little idea of the
achievement. * No one, save he who has tried
it for himself, realizes what it means to ride
from one hundred to fthree hundred miles
through a region where there is hardly the
shadow of a mule trail. There may be no
wild beasts, it is true, but there will be other
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formidable difficulties. The pioneers who have

atterapted the Mosquito tract are certainly’
courageous souls. Some of their experiences,

jolted down at the time, ure most interesting.

Mr. W. W. Tacker, of Sabanagrande, was one

of the first to explove for a ditect route hetween

Tegneignipa and Painea,  Some extracts {rom

his diary, as published in Honduras Progress,

seem to me worth preservation.

. 11

MR, PACKEW'S DIANY.

Jammary 17, 1889,

In the Works., near Dulee Nombre, londuras, C. A, —
away up in Catagcamas,

Mr. Ilines and myself are halting here on our return march
from Rio IPatuca, while a coarier, one of gar Indians, has been
sent zhead far ourmitdes, which were lelt at Dulce Nombreon
beginnivg this exciting journey by foot and canor.

- . . .

Afler several weelks of rough life, we are in a deserted In-
dian hut, wishing we might see the reflection of our faces in
n mirror, clenning them with the keen edge of aSwedish razor.

But here are the dates and events:

Sunpay, Decomber 23, 1888,

Met the Governor, who advised change of route, saylng he
ance sent a paity of six old mountaineeys on tho samae errund,
and 1hat they lost their way and were cleven days in wander-
ingont. Ile very kindly gave us all means at his disposal, and
wishedl s w sufe jorney. . We were mneh pleased by his
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kindness; but oh! the vanity of carthly thingst A litile fly
destroys the enjoyment of yonr coffee; a flea conls the ardor
of your wooing | Our woriltless mozo, Bilvestre, has deserted-—
bat we have engaged another just as bad.

CruaasTaras, Docember 25, 1988,

Rose ak five o, »., not with the lark, hul with the humning-
bird, and while wo eoolted our breakiast over a fire of cedar
Togs, we luul Lhe voices of hright-lmed songsters overliemd.
A scorpion, also, was on my blanket, but I have forgiven him.
We killal three chickeus; Tirust they have forgiven us. We
took u drink ({rom the river)—Ihiave no hopes of forgiveness
after doing this on the great holiday-—and then we caubered
away for Catacamas, which we reached at three r.m. The
day was very nild, and 1he mules were not vevy wild, or they
might have been shocked as we emtered the town.  We re
covered the next morning by o shock, when it wag announced
that our mules--José and Maria—were missing, and would
only be found on the payment of deg pesos (two dollars),

December 80, 1888,

We have now been at Rio Tinto several days, and though
one couvier after another los arrived from our region of Mo
posed action, and reported a horrible and infernal wilderness
before ug, we will, however, bry the ghozts to see if they be
flesh or spirit.  To-night, sixteen Indians occupy the space in
frant of ihe casa, fying with the goats and calves on the wet
gronnd,

December 31, 1888.

Ant-aters, condors, rubber trees, and oiner noveltics, as
we drive from ITio Tinto to Dulee Nombre, 1o spend New
Year'seve, A feast ig in progress, and not only the nutive
population resort thither, but the Indinns come to drinic and
piay. In the midst of a benutiful country, rolling like the
grand waveg of the sea, we ride titl uight setiles down; the
ruin descends, and ourmules pick the way for the last two
Jeagues in the fnky dariness and drenching rain, till the
flashing of pine fires shows us our wished-for resting-place
—the place where rampant hiostility i to confront us, instead
of peacciul rest. In oue of these mud huts, however, we 1hinl
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a place to stop, for the President has given us his protection,
angd it is powerfal—a command, in writing, that we shall be
aicled by all alealdes -and the power of the lnw is acknowl-
edged.  Amid the impreeations outside and the curses we hear
from betwaoen set teoth, we go to sleep,. We know the Tadians
only dread the pick and shovel, hat they must do their share
of the hard weorlke to-morebw,

January 2, 1819,

The new year has begun, and with it our work., As cvery-
ana al this time should divest himsctl of all Lhe superfuitics
al Jife, so we have divested ourselves of all the superfiuitics of
weight and elothing Lhat might hinder the pilgrim’s progress,
Oh, muln grande! 1 stroke thy Jarge dark ears, and pat thy
handseine neck, while T say good-byel  Five stalwart Indiang
from three tribes are to take thy place and bear thy burdens
—for oftenr shall T expeet ong of them fo carry me, and then
say: Thy pace, ol mula, is more pleasing! The bundies are
stnpped on the Indisng’ baecks, seventy-five to onoe lundred
pounds on each swarthy fellow. A guide, a coole, and o our
party is now len. Away we go, *‘over fern and fen,” till the
night; then camp, drenched with rain and wading—and sleep
on the muddy groundy amid the sighing and weeping forest
Lrees,

Now let o day pass, but nol as we passed it, unless, may he,
you behold the grandeur of the scene from mountain-peak, or
loolg upward from the quebradn in the beanteous glen; but go
1o the place, thirty miles from the nearest Indinn settlement,
where, ag all frue travelers must, we made a discovery., An
apple falling ledd Newlon lo the enunciation of a great and
important law. A monkey dancing, prancing, amid the lofty
trees leads us to o ““mine of antiquilies.” A shot, a rush, of
both monkey and Indians—one in flight, the vest in pursnit;
Mr. Higes, {leet-footed ns o mountaineer, follows, calls me,
and, oh heavens! to think of the labor a thousaut years agone!
‘A f'barranca,” a mass of stone, a ruin, tables in one piece of
granite, bewls in dclicate tracery ornamenled, turlles, fnnu-
merable things with tiger hends and tails, and adorned by the
hand of art. I1low T longed for o swifl stenmer to transport

7

]
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these thousands of arvticles, wrought by bhands loug since
turned to dust and sealteced by the wiwd, 10 my own city !
brat e errand we ave on ealls us. We ean nob linger, like
district messenger boys, 1o play.  (We will work the claim by
and by.}

Oue more day’s journey, and the gtrength given ng by that
mankey met has talien us to the bed of Rio Lagarto; awd afler
many crossings througl water, cold, yet mercifully clean, we
come npoen a baud of Suemo Indinns,

We hargnined witle he hunters Tor two ¢ pitpans,” witdch,
a few hours luter, we found on the banks at the junction of
the Guamipu and Lagarto.  The splendid crafs, locking so
rakish and piratieal, wasnade froin 2 mahogany log—thirty-
five feck in length. two fect six inches in Dbreadth, hollowed
by fire.  On Monduy, January 7th, we took cur seals in ong,
Lo tey e beautiful Guampa and the country along its hatils;
onc-half mile, and we took from a breakfast of igunnn o
party of three Sumos, to navigate our boats.  Cur parly thus
angmented numbered thirleen—a fatal number, sny the super-
stilious and so it proved to onec who dincd that day on the
banl amid the roavings of a cataract.

Entering the rapids, in a few minntes we experienced that
charming sensation in shooting them, which, niixced with the
unknown element of doonger, gives o piquancy that is the
groatest delight. We ware io one of o series of rapids that
extend about forty-five miles, and among them we may
class nbout forly as perilous, running willy great swifiness,
often very tortuous, some with very narrow courses, full
of rocks that we oflen grazed; some o shallow that we had to
lighten boats and wadoe, and in one place vpload the canoos
and haul them around, I waded at first bacefool in the
waler, but was very glad, on regaining the boat, lo pnt on
shoes, with o firm resolve to escape thatl torture at the visk of
being overturned Ly the current; so we went all day in the
pouring rain. One of the most picturesque objeets in the
midst of INature’s grandeur was, I am proud o say, mysel[—
slioes, Lut no socks, tronsers volled Ligh, o rubber coat, and a
while helmel. The macaws and parrols along the banls must
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Tirve envied my dress(or my lnck of it). At six . »., wewere
at the mouth of the Pan, at an Indian * paeblo,” aud cntercd
a wigwam. Bach man here has two wives {excepling, of
course, our pariy), Al dress in o more primitive way even
than myself duving the shooting of the rapids.  As the wig-
wams have no sides, we can ook atound on the domestic
wrranganeuls of ench happy family. One proud matron has
Lwo patirg of gurters ornamenting lier dusky legs and two
pars of bracelets on her shapely arms, and the beautiful
Mending of natural complexion with that achicved by the
jnice of achiote, males her oue of the grandest leatures in this
region of scenie delight. .

1 noticed one featnre thal shows how the influence of civ.
flization hay pencerated these mountains. The chief thrashed
his dog for preswming to clean the cooking utensils before the
fumily had eaten their conlents. I have sworn by the holy
San Marcos to he thad good man’s friend forever,

Another night has passed, ancdd ns the morning breaks, an
absiacle to travel preseuts itself. Don Guadalupe, our ' major-
dome,”” has had a bad allack of chelern morbus, which we
supposcd to have under control yesterday., To-day we have
fears that choelera symptoms are prevailing. We must walt
here, for he has been o Faithfui friend, e Hos on one side of
ug i agony, and on the other the Incdiang are eating hreakfast,
entling ten-inch plantains with two-foet ** machetes,” At four
. M., we have seen that the end iz near.

We allow the Indians to handle none of our utensils, acald-
ing ench article, and have our clothlog hanging in the
smoke.

At .17 #. 3, Befior Don Guadalupe Carrille, alealde of
Rio Tinto, died at Sumos Pueblo, Honduras, ¢, A,

We two, Mr. Hines and inyself, stood on his right, the In-
dinng on the left,  Yeslerday he was guiding me through a
swifl rapid; to-night he crossed the dark viver, Lut his guide
was Unscen.  Dami Samu hins placed the body on the ground,
a little cedar cross on the breast.  The pine knots flicker and
light up his hageaml faee as he lies heneatly oue ewinging beds,
the hogs, dogs, and cats being kepi uway only by constant
vigilance.
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Al dinner on the rocks, yesterday, he was one of the fatal
number—thirtecn. '

Farcewell, good and faithfal friend! "Thou wert true to Don
Guiltermo, who i thonght gees thee o the shore of the river
where death is vangaished amd Hfe is elernal.

On the morning of the Mh, leaving two of ouy Tndians 1o
bury Don Guadalupe, we continned our juurney, enterving Rio
Putuen at 11,51 &, a0 1ts beantiful Danks were like a terraced
lawn, a fringe of heavy prass againsgt o background of forest,
I began, almost uneonsciously, humsming from Haydn's Cren-
tion, **Most beautifod appear,” Tor the rich, fertile lands and
fresh verdure sugpested not only Beanty, bat o graaed future
of wealllr to those who were here in this pavadise.  Of croco-
diles theve were many, an enormous fellow Jying on the nnk
in casy range, tempting me to sulute hit, My salute was
forcible as a Colt's 44 revolver couldd make it, and ag the lenden
complimenit went Lo hitn, i glanced from s sealy covering as
harmloss as flattery tossed to an experignced szociety belle.
My, Ilines  1ifle causcd another leviatlian to toss his lead, and
with a loud voice acknowledge that he felt hurl ab the pre.
sumption. Through the beauwtiful 1inds, amid forest and su-
vana, we went all day, L, at seven r. M., we enlered the hos-
pitabic house of Mr. Nestor A, Gross, and 1 spent & good pact
of thenight i talking with him and Mr. Charles Coleman. We
shall long remember the sack of flour and the cut loaf sugar—
a gift—Ffor, as we lunched on batter-cakes and lurtle cggs, we
thought of their liberality with every liboral maunthful.

The next day, while enting of the flesh of a very tender
iguang, [ looked at the {ace of ancenormouns ¢lifl, and wondered
il, amid this beauly on one side and the fertility on the other,
the crovodile should 1nonopolize it, or a teeming papulation of
workers find henllhi, sustenance, and life.

Our reture journey is of nceessiky slow, and as T stand in
the water nlter wading, and wait for our boatmen to reach us,
I improve the epportunity by comuitting to menory from a
spanisl book a number of verbs and nouns; alse & few plivases,
My ncighbor smiles at my energy under the circumstances;
but it is all the chynce T have, nad e boatinen wonder why 1
tlo it (for have I nol someone with e who can speak for
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me?) not knowing that one of the joys of cxistence is to do
your awn tlking: and thiv is no dreary, poorly ventilated
sclwol-room, but in cach brealh of ITonduras air there is an
imprlse to do and persevere.

Oue thing we have failed Lo do—secure any steaks from
the cnonmions tapirs that frequent this region. We have shot
threg, but they have died in admest inneeessible places, and
our Lime has heen of * more value than many fapgrs.”

Woe nre, on the (4th of January, at camp on n sandbank. A
hut covered with twenty-nine plantain leaves is suflicient shel-
ter against the weatlier; It we wust sleep lightly, for on une
side is a mountain swarming wilh jaguars, iwenty-scven leet
fromn our i the croeodile juarks of to-day, and with us five
beings who have not yel known shat Ratthew Arnold called
“the humanization of man in society ”—viz., civilization—anid
who have not forgotien that wo togk them, with no very gentle
wouds, from theic hunting apd fisling, to toil licre far money
which they do not wership. Our guide and Lig {amily have
deserled, so we hinve only five attendants Ieft, and they would
rather hunt and swim than continue the journey. Onward we
go, howevar, carefully watching, and at last we reach the hnt
where I am writing, Close by us iz o wild cotton plant, so
large 1 hardly dare speak of its size.  Mr. Iines has crawled
inte it four feeh from the ground, and, stretching his hands up-
ward, asks for o stick to touch the top,  Nearly three hiundred
bolls of superfine cotton.growing, and so cach of us must scoure
a quantity of sced 1o send 1o North Ameriea.

T wish T could teH you more of this choice spot on earth,
Inat till our road is made you will prefer to delay coming.
In tero monthy we expeet to linve reduced the time four days,
and made statious that ono may travel with o surety of com-
fort which we long for, as at present we nre very tived. Nol
anc howr for sixteen days have we had dry clothing, or o dry
blanket at night, exeepl the one night when we foand s dry
bed at the house of Me, Gross.  We are well, however, which
is the best evidence that the climate of Honduras is par excel
lence, and that we are tough,
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ITL.

CONDITION OF TIE COUNTRY.

Somelhing about the poliitcal and linancial
condition of Ionduras at the present time may
be thought in place by those who may read
these pages with a view, soon or fatle, of trying
their fortunes in this—to them—new world.

It may be sfated at once that the country
has never enjoyed a more peaceful exa, or one
characterized by greater enlightenment.

The religion is the Roman Calholic, but the
constitution guarantees absolule freedom in
religions matters. Church and state are sep-
arated, but the ufmost harmony prevails be-
tween the two. The existing tolerance may be
understood from the fact that there are Baptist
and Methodist churches on the Bay Islands
and on the mainland, as, for example, at San
Pedro Sula. .

Of -the Protestant religions represented in
the country, there are, I believe, some two
thousand Methodists, a few Ipiscopalians and
Presbyterians, two or three Spiritualists, two
Buddhists, two Anabaptists, and one or two
Lutherans.

The population of Honduras, for the past
century, has been estimafed as follows:
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Year, ’ Tnhalitants,
) £ 5,500
132225 200,000
IBBL. oo e 407,289
[ i 331,557

The male population is 163,073; the female,
168,884,

Of the foreign element, there are 1,033
Euglish subjects, 592 of these dwelling in the
Bay Islands. The others are mostly in the
north coast departments of Santa Barbara and
(‘oJon. There are about two hundred North
Aunericans in Lthe country.

For every human being at present in Hon-
duras there are eighty acres of land.

I'rom the very first, President Bogran firmly
refused to repudiate the great debt imposed
upon the country, some twenty years since, in
connection with the then proposed inter-
oceanie railroad. That enormons burden was
contlracted, as everyone knows, by flie issue of
bonds, which, the railroad not being built—
save the poorly eguipped little branch from
Puerto Cortez inland to San Pedro Sula—the
republic refused to pay. At Iast, however,
and after strenuous efforts, ihe government
has effected an arrangement with London
capitalists, by means of which the old claim
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will be canceled and the railroad acfually
build.

The financial condition of the republic in
other respects is sound. The pliblie debf—ex-
clusive ol the railroad enormity—has been
gradually reduced during President Bogran’s
administration.

The income ol the republic for {he fiscal
yvear ending July, 1888, was §2,818,264.51, and
the expenditure for the same period, §2,820,-
531.91. This would show an outlay of $8,267.40
greater than the income; but $617,341.04 was
paid toward extinguishing the public debt
shiowing an actual gain ol $609,074.54 for the
year. The government’s infention is to pay
over half a million of the remaining debt
during the year 1889, and thns to leave less than
$200,000 of debt to be carried over into the _
year 1890. The country has nearly $600,000
invested in public roads and other permanent
improvements; $216,028 in public builditgs;
$121,284.15 in articles from which the govern-
ment derives an incoine, and $2,355,187.58 in
telegraph, military, and postal service equip-
ments. The income of the republic from
revenues and customs for the month of August,
1889, was as {ollows;
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Port of Amapala.....oovvviininnan, $ 43,010.92%
Port of Pucrte Cortez. ..o iiniioas, 253,000.06
Port ol Los Islas. .. .o.ooieeiiiaan... 0,198.25
Departiment of Colon.. ... .o, 15,042,734
Department of Tegucigalpa . .o.ooaa. 283,904.71
Department. of Santa Barbara o.oooo0., 10,593.76
Prepartment of Comayagua............. 8,147.204
Depuriment of T Paz. oo ooo L. 4,513.273
Depariment of Copan. ..., 11,994.974
Department of Graclas.ooooooial, 6,095.5L
Deparlment of Choluteca ... ... ... 12,876.85%
Departinent of Bl araiso, . ..... e 0,0067.78%
Depavtment of Yoro.....ooooviiioal,. 4,G80.69%
Department of Intibuei. ..o ... 8,766.01
Department of Olancho............... 12,203.78
Total oo e $201,972.98%

The import dutles are calculated at so much
per pound, according to class, upon the mer-
chandise.* Goods belonging to Class 1. are
duty free. The rate for Class T1. 1s two cents
per pound; for Class 111., four eents; for Class
IV., eightcents; for Class V., twelve cents; for
Classes V1., VII., VIII, IX., and X., respect-
ively, eighteen cents, twenty-lour cents, thirty
cents, and fifty cents. IPor Class XI., the duty
is one dollar and f{ifty cents per pound. For
liquors, the dutly is sixteen ecnis per pound,
and for spirits, twenty-eight cenis.

It has been loped by many that the Uni-
versal American Congress of 1839 would do

* See importations lor ycar 1887-88, in Appendix,
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much to increase the trade between IMonduras
—and. other Central American republics —and
the United States. In relation to this subject,
the Hon. D. W. Herring, lormerly American
Consul at Tegueigalpa, gave, not long since, in
an article in the Awmerican Frporier, some ¢x-
cellent advice to merchanfs and mannfacturers
of the United States.  “They would do well,”
he said, ¢ to study the peenliarities of Central
American trade. Over good roads, cach {reight
mule may be requived to corry two hundred
and fifty pounds. When the trails are rough,
monntainous, or maddy, the maximum linit of
weight for a cargo is two hundred pounds, and
his should be divided into two packages as
nearly as possible alike, so asto be slung over
the native pack-saddle and rest on cach side of
the mule. No package should weigl over one
hundred and twenty-five pounds if going over
a good trail, ormore than one hundred pounds
when there is no certainty that the road will be
smooth, level, and dry.  The best rule is to
limit the weight in all cases to one hundred
pounds, including casing or box. Duties in
Honduras are charged by the weight of the im-
ports—Dboxes, barrels, sacks, or other casing
included. Itis easy to see howthe shipper of
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goods to this country may increase the amount
of duties and freight churges on aconsignment,
without adding to the profits of the importer
or strengthening the inclination of the buyer to
increase his orders.

“ Boxesshould be made of some thin, tough
Iumber, such as elm would make, and should
snugly fit the goods they inclose,orbestufTed {ull
in the vacant places around the article shipped
with some light material, or so braced thatthey
will resist the crusling tendency of the lassos
or topes. uscd for lashing the cargo to the
saddie.

“(Coal oil should be shipped in zine cans.
W hen shipped in wooden barrels, it is not only
too mueh wasted by evaporation, but barrels
are very liuble to breakage by rough handling,
or to be punctured by uails, rocks, ete. The
import duty is two cents per pound, and coual
0il sells here at one dollar and twenty-five
cents to one dollar and {ifty cents per galion.
Besides candles, coal oil lights are the only
kind used.”

There are two good banking liouses now in
Tegueigalpa.: The Banco Nacional Hondurefio
will buy and sell foreign draits, and issue drafts
and bills against the public treasury and cus-
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tom-houses of the republic. s rate ol discount
is one per cent. per month. i receives deposits
at four per cent. per annum for three months,
and at six per cent. per aunum lor six months.
The president is the Hon. Don Poneciano Planas;
the manager, Don J. Diaz Duran.

The Banco Centro Americano does a general
banking business, buying anud selling exchange
and discounting bills. The president is Don
Santos Soto; the directors, Don Tgnacio Agnr-
cia and Don Cipriano Veldsquez; the manager
is Don Julio Lozano.

American gold, paper money, and drafts com-
mand a premium of twenty-five to thirty-five
per cent.

The Hondurefios are a peaceful and friendly
people. Exclusive of a few of the Indians
in the remoter districts, they are wonderfully
kind and hospitable to all strangers. You
can travel from Amapala to Puerto Cortez,
alone and utterly uwnarmed, with any amount
of money and jewels upon your person, and
have no fears whatever.

The people have great reverence and affection
for their President. General Bogran could not
possibly be more popular than lLe is with all
classes, He was born June 3, 1849, and is
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therefore still young. He was educated in Bu-
rope, then returned and became a soldier,
serving honorably in time ol revolutions, and
returning home, when peace was brought about,
to devote himsell to agrienltural pursuits.
When President Soto resigned, in 1883, an
election was called, aceording to the constitu-
tion, and Luis Bogran was enthusiastically
chosen by the people fo stund at their head.
The presidential term of Hondwras, like that of
the United States, is lor four years. 1In 1887,
Bogran was unanimonsly réclected for another
foutr-year period. The President is charming
personally.  He is deeply interested in agricult-
nre, and has a fine country place in Santa
Barbarw, where he resides with his family dur-
ing certain months of the year,

The Cabinet is composed of Ministers or Sec-
retartes. The members at present are:  Secre-
tary of Stale, llon. Don Simeon Martinez;
Secretary of Public Works, Hon. Don Fran-
cisco Planas; Secretary of War, Hon. Don
Francisco Alvarado.

There is a Senate and a Chamber of Deputies,
who are elected from: the thirteen departments.
lach department hasa Governor.

Elementary education is compulsory. There
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are free schools in all the villages. The rights
of property and personal seeurity are taught
to be regarded as sacred.

The better classes are well-read and thonght-
ful. The President has fine literary taste, and
lends his approval to all literary and seientific
organizations. e is a4 member ol the Hondu-
ras Sclentific Literary Academy, aud is doing
much to encourage the Boclety of Antiquities,
lately organized. This society is to construct
and maintain a musenm at Copan. It will
undertake to explore that region for anfigni-
ties, and to preserve them and the Copan
ruins. It s to enjoy the privilege of exploring
all rains throughout the republic, beginning
February 1, 1890. The government has granted
thie society two caballerias of land at the spot
where the musewns is to be built. Mr. E. W,
Perry is one of the principal organizers of the
society.

There are seventeen newspapers printed in
Honduras. In Tegucigalpa: La Nacion, Lo
Reptiblica, Bl Tren, Los Debales, Lm Gaceta
Oficial, Lo Academia, La Revista Judicial,
Bl Istudiante, i Catdlico, Honduras Prog-
ressy in Comayagua : B Repudlicano, in Santa -
Rosa : BT Independiente, 15 Ensayo; in Santa
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Barbara: B Progreso; in Trujillo: 1 Repub-
licano, La Prensa Libre, Tl Dembcrata.

The postal service is well condneted, and let-
ters are prompily received and dispatched,
although the couriers arve mostly loot-travelers.
Somwe ol these men malke the most astonishing
trips between (he coast and the interior, ouf-
stripping monnted passcugers, and a]vmys
wriving sale and sound at their destination,
with their heavy bags of mail-matter upon their
shoulders. They make o great many short
cubs across the mountaing, letting themselves
down perpendicular hill-sides, and creeping up
ascents that are almost sheer walls. They usu-
ally miake some town by nightfall, but if not,
they can curl themselves up and sleep comfort-
ably anywlhere, provided it be a dry spot. The
schedule of the mail arrivals and departures
for the month of August, 1889, gives some idea
of the service: |

MAILS LEAVE TEGUCIGALYA,

Auwgust 2d.—For Sabanagrande, Pespive, Nacaome, Repuby-
lic of Salvador {by San Aligucl), La Brea, Amapala, Corinto,
San Juan del Sy, Puntarenas, Panamé, South Ameriea, Antil-
las, North America, Burope, cte.

Auvgust 11th.—For Sabanagrande, I'espire, Nacaome San
Mignel, La Brea, Amapala, La Union, La Liberiad, Acajuila,
Son Salvador, 8mr Jost de Guatomals, and Champerico,

August 18th.—TPor Salianagrande, T'espire, Naeaome, Re-
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public of Salvador (by San Migucl}, T.a Brea, Amapalz, Co-
rinto, San Juan del Sur, Puntarcoas, Panaind, Soath Amcrica,
Antillas, North America, Turope, ete,

Angust 2Mh —For Sabanagrande, Pespire, Nacaome, Re-
public of Salvador (by San Miguel), Lo Liren, Amapala, Co-
rinto, San Junn del Sur, Puntarenas, Panamid, South Ainerica,
Anplillas, North America, Europe, ete.

August 21s¢,—For Sabauagrande, Pespire, Nacaome, Repub-
Ha of Salvador (by Snan Miguel), Lin Brea, Amapals, La Union,
La Liberlad, Acajuila, San Jos¢ de Guateunala, and Cham-
perico.

August 26th.—For Sabanagrande, Pespire, Nacaome, [le-
public of Sulvador (by San Miguel), La Brea, and Amapala,

Augiest 30th ov 318t --For Babanngramde, Pespire, Nacaoine,
Republie of Salvador (by San Miguel), T.a Brea, Amapala, La
Union, La Libertad, Acajutla, Ban Josd de Guatemala, Cham-
perice, Republic of Mexico (by Acapuleo), United Stales, Asia,
and Cceanica (by San Francisco, Call).

MAILE AURIVE AT TEGUCIGALDA,

August 8d.—From Amapala, Lo Brea, Nacaome, Republic
of Salvador (hy San Miguel), Pespire, and Snbunagrande.

Aungust Hh—Fram abroud, by Panamé; (rom Costa Rien
and Nicaragua; from Amapaly, Lo Brea, Nacnome, Republic
of Batvador (by San Migucty, Pespire, and Sabanagrande.

August 10¢h.—From abroad, by Panama; from Costa Riea
and Nicaragua; from Mexico {by Acapuleo); [tom Chamnperico,
Guatemala, and Salvador {by Amapala); Trom La Brea, Naca-
ome, San Miguel, Pespire, and Sabavagrande.

August 20th.—From abroad, by Panami; {rom Costa Rica
and Nicaragua; from Amapula, La Drea, Nacamme, Repulblic
of Salvador (by San Migael), Pespire, and Sabanagrande.

Awgust 21at,—I'romn San Francisco, Culifornia, Mexico (by
Acapuleco), Guatemala and SBalvador (by Awmapals); from La
Brea, Nacaome, San Miguel, Pespire, and Sabanagrande.

Angust 29tk —¥rom Gnalemala and Sulvador {by Amapala),
Lo Brea, Nacaome, San Miguel, Despire, and Sabanagrande.

August 30th.~From abroad, by Panami; {rom Costa Rica
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andl Niearagua; from Amapala, La Brea, Nacaomne, Republic
of Babvador (by Sun Miguel), Pespire, and Subanagrande.

The mail steamers procceding from Panamd arrive at Ama-
pala on the Fullowing doys of cnch month: 4th, Gth, 16Lh, and
26N .

They leave for Pananmid aud intermediate ports on the fol-
lowing days;  Oth, 6th, 17th, and 25¢th.

The wnit which leaves on the 20 of cach month will canry
correspoudence for L Union, La Libertad, Acajutln, San José
de Guastemala, Champerico, and Aeapuleo, Republic of Mexico.

EOMIY OTINERAYL I'OSTAT, RULRES,

The post-oflice is opened for the publie service on matl days
Mo & Lo 11 Ao m, and 2 1ol v s, Afler 4 2, 3, no corre-
spondenes is admitled.

Postage to the iaterior of the republie, o Guatemala, Sal-
vador, Ni{::!l‘ilgll:l, amd Cosin TRiea is as follows: Letiers, from
15 to 50 gramnes, 5 ceats; prinded matler, for cach 50 grannnes,
1 cont; eonmiercial clircudars, 5 cends for the rst 230 granimes,
and 1 cent for ench additional 50 gramines; samples, 2 cenls
for the first 100 grammes, and 1 eent for each additional 50
gramuees;  packuges, 3, 5, 15, 25 centa for cuch 430 grammes
in the respeetive distances of &, 10, 20, 35 leagues; over 36
lengues, 40 cenls,

The postage lor f(n(,ln‘n couniries is double that for Cen-
tral Ameriea.  Packages ave admitted only for Ceniral Amer-
fca,

The sender of o leiter, addressed to whatever country in the
postal union, can partially frank i, or not ot all, but the re-
ceiver has to pay double the amount of the deficiency.

The previous frank of letters is necessary with letters for
conntries whicl: do ot belong to the postal union, and inland
Telters; this s also @ rule witl all and eny clasg of correspondd-
ence.  Pupor madl aod other printed matter for Central Amer-
ica are [reg, :

Correspondence addressed to Uie bishop and postmasters are
free of postage.

Leiters conlaining cncluqmca such as gold, silver, jewclry,
cle., are nob adimitted,

8
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Packages containing inftanunables, explosives, or matters
casily decomposed, arve nol.adiitted, nor those exceeding the
size and weiglh! «s stated in the postal Larifl,

The mail closes at 4 v, M,

The Postmaster-General is an American, Mr.
Bert Cecil, who received the appointment in
December, 188%. Mr. Cecil is also Director-
General of the Telegraph.

IV.

SOME FOLKE YOU MAY OR MAY NOT MEET.

You might go to Honduras, arriving from
the Pacific side, and live year in and year out,
at Tegucigalpa or other inferior city, without
so much as catehing a glimpse of a Carib.
And yet you will nearly always find them
mentioned, if not discoursed upon, in the writ-
ings of traveclers who have visited Ionduras.
For my own part, L {ind these creatures—they
are hardly human beings—in no way attract-
ive, They have certain negative virtues; they
are clean in their habits, and they are not given
to murder. Their life is polygumons; the lazy
males arc snpported by their wives, who are
much the more musculur and stalwart of the
two. They are coast-dwellers, and may also
be found in the Bay Islands. T have seen it
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alleged that they ave fine linguists, speaking
Spanish, English, Indian, and Mosquito, be-
sides their own tongue; but 1 have never heard
anything but gibberish from them, myself.

There is an old Indian legend that tells of the
experiments of the gods in creating man.
They made a man of clay, but he was no good;
the rain soon dissolved him. They tried again
with cork. These cork men did nof become
perfect, They had heathenish proclivities, and
were destroyed by a cataclysm, only a few
remaining—a degoenerate kind, supposed to be
the apes. The third trial was successful, the
material employed being corn. T think the
Caribs must have sprung from the degenerate
survivors of the second experiment. Isabel
Cantini, a clever writer in Puerto Cortez, says:

Ouiwardly, the men diller impereeptibly from some of the
Afvican tribes.  Itis in their menlal characteristics that they
show a marked difference.  The common Africanis anxious
to forgel his native land aned its customs, and adept what he
considers civilizalion—that iy, dress aud manncers of the white
people.  Not so the Caribis; on the contrary, they cling tena-
ciously lo their traditions, and neither care to inform an out-
sider about their private lives, nor do they welcome any inno-
vations or improvements, and, if possible, would liinder any
altempt towards ihe progress of a country.

Their language—-if the articulation of sounds jerked out
apusmadically may be termed by sucht a4 name—atiracts inva-
riably the stranger's allention,  Whenever two or three Caribg
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are talking togcther, they ercate such a hullabaloo that ihe
unwary lislener expeets every moment that what he tales to
be o oquarrel will turn inte a ffght, until a sudden burst of
Janghter convinges him that this giliberish, liush and quarrel-
seme as it may sound, means no il And yet thelr languaye
must be bused on certnfn grammatical enles, for some twenty
years ago a Belgian pricst had suceeeded in translating a part
of the New Testament inlo the Carib dinlect. The ndssionny
priests who labored here, in years long gone by, at Uie con-
version of thege people, ean hardly hoast of any sreal auccess,
for the conversion wag only saperficial, and with the depart-
ure or expulsion of the priests the Caribs have retorned to
their dwal religion—their Good and Bad Genins, The good one
traubles them but very little, for under all circumstances he ean
nol be otherwise than wise nnd gencrous; it is the evil genius
that needs continually to be propitided, Leing revengeful and
crucl,  Their feasts of Mafla, as the god of evil is called, are
stilt celebrated al cortain scasong of the year, thongh they are
1o longer accompanied vy ihe orgies and holocanusis of former
days.

The common belicf is that they came to the
Bay Islands from St. Vincent, whence they
had been driven by the Spaniards. Certain it
is that the women of the race are all of it that
is worth consideration, and they, simply be-
cause they are such tremendous toilers. Iach
Inzy lont of a male has usually three wives,
each having her own hut, with whom he con-
descends to live in turn. Once in awhile, bt
nof often, he may deign to work for some
wood-cutter. His chiel occupation is the put-
ting on of fresh linen, which his Amazonian

wives toil constantly, knee-deep in the shining
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rivers, under the fropical sum, to whiten for
their abominable example of a lord and master.
When the women are not washing, they ave
working their plantations of bananas, yarms,
plantains, and yuca. They dig the root of the
last named and grate it on thelr curious
graters, which are made by driving pieces of
{lint into the surface of a mahogany board.
The skin is remdved from the root, which is
very while. When the root is grated, it is
placed in the casava snalte. The snake is of
palm, plaited ih such a way that its diameter
can be enlarged by pushing the ends toward
each other. 'The snake, empty, i8 about four
inches in diameter and ten feet long. With
the ends shoved together, its length is reduced
to five feet aund the diameter enlarged to six
inches, The wyuca, is put in and one end
fastened. Then the other end is pulled on, and
the snake contracts, lorcing the juice of the
plant throngh the meshes. The fluid makes a
very goad quality of starch. The yuca'wheu
removed from the snake is called casava. The
cagsava is made into large, thin cakes, and
coolked on an iron plate over a {ire.

““The houses of the Caribs,”” says Mr. Charles
Hansel, “aremade of a [yaine of poles; the walls
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are formed by thatehing fwigs loosely and fill-
ing the interstices with the red clay of the
country. The rool is steeply pifclied, anud
covered with tlle'long leaves of the cabbage
palm, which is laid eight or ten iuches thick,
and lasts seven or eight years. These huts cost
about forty dollars (sols) of Honduras money.
‘““ All furniture is of mahogany; and a chest,
two or three stools, a table, and sometimes a
bedstead, with a calabash or two, a tray, a
martar for pounding maize or corn in, with the
ever-present casava grater and snake, and ham-
mack, completes the household furnishing.”
At Puerto Cortez, and at the ports at which
the stcamers for New Orleans touch after leav-
ing Corfez, in order lo load on more bananas,
there ave plenty of Caribs. You will see them
~in their canoes or dories when they bring out
fruit—cliefly bananas—to the vessel.  The
women do a great deal of this, while the men

seem to enjoy riding arowml merely for pleas-
ure in their small boals. They manage these
with wonderful skill. 1t is veally o sight worth
seeing—a dusky dame wiih a single oar steer-
ing a canoe heavily laden with the huge
buncles of green fruit, and coming alongside
the steamer just in the right place. Thereis g
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terrific clamor, a good deal of hard language, of
course, for a great many of them reach the
vessel af the same moment, and dispute their
turn.  They know when the steamer is due, and
are on the lookout. The moment her whistle
is heard, into the cances go the Dbananas,
dragged hastily through the surf to them, and
ouf they puf, paddling and steering desper-
alely to get there fivst. The women are usually
ahead.  They are certainly repulsive cnoﬁgh in
appearance, witlh buf a calico garment or
two, the head adorned with the inevilable
handkerchiol, and countenances like huge apes,
Their tongues run like windmills ; the purser
ol the steamer must be a sharp one to battle
with them. As they deliver their fruit aboard
they receive a paper receipt Tor the number of
hunches, which they present to the purser in
order to get their money. The atmosphere sur-
rounding the steamers while loading at Pucrto
Jortez, Sarstoon, Livingston, and so on up to
Belize, is one of noisy profanity. When they
hiave disposed of their produce, these curious
creatures dance aronnd recklessly in their
entply boats, until you wonder why they do not
fall into the sen and get gobbled up by the
sharks which abound off that coast. I steod
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on the deck of 1 New Orleans steamer, watch-
ing one of them, who was ugly enough to satisfy
the most critical curiosity-seeler, and marvel.
ing how anything so repulsive conld really be
a woman, when the second mate came up and
joined me. “‘Look at that face,”” he said, in a
“mild sort of despair.  ‘* Regular beelsteuls over
a clothes-line, isn't it?7”  Tle lhad been battling
with the lady of the countenance referrved to
{for some twenty minutes, she having evinced a
disposition to thrust her canoe in ahead of a
man who had preceded her. The second mate
sighed, and seemed to find a sort of consolation
in his reflection, which he presently repeated
without waiting for my opinion. ‘“Yes, sir,
that's it,”’ he saidy “beefsteak over u clothes-
line—nothing else in the world!?”

V.
SOME TINTS FON AG lll.IICUL'T URISTS.

There are a great many people in the
North who have not large capital and yes
“who might do well in Hondnras, and prove a
valuable aceession to the country. These
people know hardly anything about Central
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America, yef, have vague ideas that they would
like to go there and try their fortunes. They
are the people for whom this book is mainly in-
tended. What can one profitably engage in,
if he go to Hondutus?  That is the question
that they would probably like answered, firstof
all; and, in this chapter and the next, an en-
deavor will be made to answer it.  What can
one enguge in, withoutb large capital, and hope
to succeed? 1 might answer, in a general way,
a hundred things. But let us consider, in a
manner as concise and practical as possible, the
prirlﬁipﬂl chances. In the first place, no one
should set out lfor IXonduras without having
pretly thorouglhly informed himself as to the
existing conditions. 1 should strongly advise
him 1o open correspondence with some respon-
gible person at ’_[‘egu(ziga]pa——as,\fm.' instance,
the representative of the American Honduras
Company. Both Mr. Perry and My, Imboden
arc men of long experience in the countiy, who
will sy neither 4 word too much nor a word
too little forit. They will not romance in its
favor, nor will they exaggerafe to depreciate it.

But let us look at some chances in agriendt-
ure—Ilirst, the tropical staples, whose culti-
vation on a moderate seale is easy, and requires
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smail ontlay. These are bananus, cocoa-nuts,
pine-upples, oranges, colfee, sugnr-cane, lem-
ons, mangoes, ligs, pomegranates, ete.

The bhanana production of Honduras now
amounts to iillions of bunclhies per year,
Fach steamer leaving the north coast earries
from ten to twenty thousand bunches, bought,
as brought out in canoes to the vesscl, at from
twenty-live cents to one dollar and fifty cenis
per bunch. The exporting begun aboufl {en
years ago, with one little schiooner. There are
now twenty vessels which come regularly
to the coast to load with bananus and other
fruits as well. DBeiween Puerto Cortez and La
Masca, near the Guatemala frontier; a distance
of - about twenty miles, there arve produced
about eighty thousand hunches per month,
ITondnras af present fornishes the greater part
of all bananas exporfed from Central America,
S0 great an importance, indeced, has her -
banana prodnction attained, that the people of
Belize (Pritish Honduras) have begun to feel
the competition as something serious. A lato
issue of the Belize Adverfiser contained an
article in reference to the subject, in which the
admission is made that “in Puerto Cortez,
Omoa, Cleneguita, Chetche, Walla, Muchelena,



SOME HINTS FOR ACGRICULTURISTS. 128

Mascot, and other places in Honduras, the fruif
is infinitely superior to any grown in, or at
least shipped from,” that colony (Belize). A
letter addressed by Captain Leiteh, who had a
contract with the British Honduras govern-
ment, to the Colonial Secretary, ir September,
1889, asking for the revision of the price of
bananas, says: ‘

A superior class of {ruit is purchased st Port Limon, Boca
del Toro, and the coast of Hinduras for thirty-seven and one-
half cenls a bunch, and *in conscquence it is impossible for us
Lo compele with e olher companies; and L have (o ask that
the standard bunch of eight hands be reduced from Aty to
thirty-seven and one-hinlf couts.

And yef the fruit trade of Houduras may be
said to be still in its inlancy.

How should one set out to start a banana
farm? Leb us see.  Iirsl, we must sclect some
good land, not too {ar away from a river, where
the earth is deep and rich; for this is a plant
that ltaxes the soil severely. The woods or-
the bush must be cleared Ly the laborers,
called peones, who do this with but two 1ools,
the axe and the machete. 'The machete is
something like a eutlass; it is the long, heavy
knife with which every man of the lower
elasses is provided, and is carvied in a Ieather
case suspended [rom his belt. It is, in short,
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the universal sword. With this machete, be-
sides the axe, nsingle man can clewr a 11‘1:1.312:11121,
which is equal to nearly two acres, of heavily
woofled land in from twenty to thirty days.
Two men can, ol course, do the siwme work in
from ten to filteen days. ‘The roughly cleared
spot must be left to dry for abont a month;
then it is set fire to, and the fire completes the
clearing process. Now we musb buy our sucls-
ers, or ‘‘matas,”” to plant. These we can get
for about a dollar per hundred. For one man-
zana. we shall want about lour hundred plants,
which we must place about five yards distant
one {rom another. One man can dig about two
hundred holes—hic must have a spade for this
—aday. Twomen can put in the four hundred
of a manzana in the same time. When the
“matas’ arve in the ground they need little
~care. In aboul eight months the first bunch
shounld De looked for. When this is ready to
be talen for the market, the entire plant is cut
near the ground; this leaves a stump. New
sprouts or suckers appear quickly on each side
of this. Not more than three should be allowed
to grow, in order to have fine quality fruit,
which should be ready in about six months,
when the suckers ave again cut down, and new
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ones again spring np. This is the process,
which may be repeated for six or seven years,
alter which it 1s wise Lo turn the plantation
into something else and give the soll a rest.

The outlay should be something as follows,
for one manzana:

Clearing . .ovii e e e i $10
Four hundred mulas. ..o i eineniisreannnas 4
Planting the malas . ..o i i iiiiiienrninnes 4
Bringing them ..., ... R
Cleaning phnt'tuon firet Lw ycrns .............. 10

B 1 $320

The returns to be expected for the first two
years are: 300 bunches atl least {rom the first
400 plants; the second year, having three new
suckers fo each 400, should give at least 1,000
bunches, making in all 1,350 bunches. These
at, say, 30 cents per bunch; would give $405.
The profit is $375, or over 1,000 per cent.

Besides exporting bananas in their ordinary
state, attention might be turned to drying and
to canning the fruit. Mr. De Leon, of the firm
of De Leon & Alger, af Puerto Cortez, reﬁorts
that he has made some very succegsful experi-
ments in canning bananas fo send to European
markets.

Next, let us look at the cocoa-nut groves.
The fifth or sixth year aller the planting, the
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cocon-nut palm bears {ruit; thence on, they
say, for a hundred years. The cocoa-nut plan-
tations are mostly near the coast, and, to a
stranger, present a beautiful—indeed, I may
say a marvelaus—picture. The leaves are like
tremendous feathers waving in the breeze, some
of them being filteen to twenty feet in length,
The trees grow to a height of from forty to
fifty feet. The average annnal yield of a tree
is one handred nuts, althongh some produce
from two to three hundred. These nnts bring
in New Orleans twenty-five dollars per thou-
sand. They may be marketed ta the steamers
for a dollar and & quarter per hundred. A
plantation of five or ten thousand irees will
give the owner an income of {ive or ten thou-
sand dollars per year, beyond expenses.

The leaves ol the trees may be used for
thatching houses, for making sails, baskets,
and mats. From the nuts, when half ripe,
is obtained a pleasant drinlk called pipa. The
nut-meat is used in many ways as food; the hull
and the bark will make string and nets, and
the o1l of the nut can be used for half a dozen
different purposes.

The cultivation of pine-apples and oranges
may be advantageonsly combined with banana
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and cocoa-nut plantations. These, as well as
lemons and limes, appear to be indigenous.
Coffee is grown In the uplands of the interior
with great suceess. The question of transpor-
tation thence 1o fhe coast but needs to be
solved, in order thub coflee plantations, similar
to those ¢f Costa Rica and Guatemala, may be
begun upon the many mountain-sides. The
colfee grows best at an clevation of- one
to four thousund fect. The hest kind of
land is a slope, aflording easy drainage and
some shelter.  On level ground the coffee trees
must he planted in alternation with bananas,
which will provide shade lor them. The young
trees arve wusually set out when they have
attained a growth of eighteen inches. The
holes should be dug a few days before the
plants are placed in them. The plantation
needs the most watchinl care. Weeds must be
constantly removed, and insects locked out for.
The coffee blooms in Marcli.  The blossom is a
delicate, white flower, with the faintest imag-
inuble fragrance. It lasts but a few days.
Ficlds of coffec in bloowm are very beautiful.
During the rainy season the fruit is growing
and ripening. In November, with the begin-
ning of the swinmer season, or verano, the har-
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vest is ready to be gathered. There ave as yet
no great coffee-benefiting establishments in
Honduras; fhese are to come by and by.
Sugar-cane fields may be scen as one rides
down through the splendid valley of Comaya-
gua, stretehing off greenly into the distance.

Farther on toward the coast, in the department

of Santa Barbara, and near Lake Yojox, there
are vasht quantities of cane. In Olancho it is
extensively grown, and, indeed, all over the
country there is more or less of it. Liveryone
owning catile has a patch to leed tv his
stock. The cattle are very fond of it. 'The
cane, with proper machinery, might be made to
produce a sugar equal or superior to that which
is imported and sold at lwenty-five cents per
pound. More of the native dnlee, or common
yvellow product, might be had, and at lower
prices. The agnardiente which is made from
il is a government monopoly, and the right to
manufacture this has to be obtained from the

government. There is probably considerable

illieit business earried on in a small way.
Aguardiente brings seventy-five cents and one
dollar per botile.

Lemons grow abundantly on the coast Iands,
and limes in the interior. Mangoes grow

)
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almost everywhere. From the mangoes deli-
‘cious preserves might be made, or the {ruit
could be canned for exportaiion. Iigs in a
similar shape could, I think, be profitably sent
to North America and Eunrope. Pomegranates
and granadillas are plentiful, and are not so
perishable.

On all the north coast lands there are found
a great variety of other tropical {ruits, whose.
cultivation might well be included in a planta-
fion. BSonie of these are guavas, anonas, mel-
ons, aguacates, plums, sapotes, olives, and
negritos. '

From fruits we may turn to other vegetable
products which may be culfivated. Of these,
cotton, tobacco, indigo, vanilla, cocoa, pimento,
ginger, pepper, and capsicam might well be
considered. A general [arm in ahy mountain
locality might include potatoes, rice, wlheat,
corn, yams, plantains, beans, and all the tem-
perale zone vegetables, such as fomatocs,
string-beans, peas, cabbages, beets, turnips,
cauliflower, leftuce, cucumbers, sgunashes,
mnusk-melons, colery, radishes, ete.

The Hondnras tobaceo is of excellent quality.
Cotton was grown twenby-five years ago in the

country, by an American from Georgia, who
9
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undertook its cultnre socmewhat as an experi-
ment. He chiose the neighborhood of San
Pedro Sula, the present inland terminus of the
railroad line starting from Puerto Cortez, and
there planted several acres with seed he had
brought from lis home in the States. It was
that called the Sen Island variely. He suc-
ceeded in producing cotton trees having stalks
seven and eight feet high, and measuring four-
“teen in circuwference. He was able to gather
three or four times a year, the pickings pro-
ducing five hundred ponnds {o an acre. This
plantation yielded well {or ten years or so, at
the end of which fime the trees seemed to run
to wood. There is a native cotton which nearly:
always has o palereddish {ibre. The chiel
obstacle would. seem to be the scarcity of labor,
rendering it impossible to get the cotton picked
properly. With snffictent capital, and perhaps
a certain amount of imported labor, one conld
look for Inrge profits. Negroes [rom the Unlted
States, who understood ‘how to do the work,
would naturally be the best hiands to have.
One should set up lhis own gins and presses,
and go into the induslry with zeal and deter-
mination. |

The wonderful wealth of Honduras in her
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Torests alone can hardly be realized without,
vigiting the counutry. Mabhogany, cedar, and
rose-wood are tlie principal cabinet-woods ex-
ported. The mahogany ahd rose-wood are most
plentiful on the north coast;, the cedar is quite
common in all the departments. It is found in
great abundance, as also is thie lignum-vife,
in Comayagua. Near the Sulaco River there
are some remarkable qualities. There are noble
forests of oak, piue, ronron, walnut, live-oak,
higueron, guayacan, ceiba, masica, granadilla,
greenthorn, tuberose, alazar, guano, tamarind,
and mulberry for silk-worms. Olancho and
Colon have magnificent natural resources in
this direction. Ifrom the coast to Juticalpa,
along the Guayape or Patnea and the Guyam-
bre, arve forests of balsams, mahogany, and
cedar, and vast tracts ol pine. The dye-woods
are abundant—logwood, [uslic, Brazil-wood,
and ofliers.  The medicinal trees and plants in-
clude the sursaparilla, ipecacuanha, castor-oil
plant, Peruvian bark, ete. The trees yielding
resinons products comprise the copal, gnapinal,
and balsaum.  The hule, or rabber tree, abounds
on the coasl.

According to Information supplied by M.
Mabley, of Puerto Cortez, an old pioneer iim-
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ber merchant, the principal woods shipped at
present to England and the United States ave
mahogany, cedar, 1ose-wood, zebra, and fustic.
He says:

he price of mahegany in London ranges from one lum-
dred and len 1o one hundred and seventy-five dollars per oue
thousand superficial fect, and codar from niuety Lo one hundred
anel Lhirty doMars in gold. These are cal inas long lengths
08 can he shipped convenieutly, while rose-woud, zebrn, aud
fustic are cut into shorllengths, and ave shipped is stowage or
hallagt, making the freight on these cost less than ik would for
long lenpgthe. These latter are sold by the iov—vose-wood
bringing from twenty-five to forty deollars, and fustic thirty to
forly-five dollars, The logs are all squared bLefore shipment,
50 a3 Lo avoll paying freight on the slabs and refuse, as well
as also to take up less space in the vossels,

The present average cost of the squared hmbers o the
bars, ready forshipment, is from thirty to forty dollars per
ane thousand feet for mahogany and cedar, and eight to ten
dollars per ton for rosc-wood, fnstic, and zelwa,  Freighta
io London for mahognny and cedar are from forty (o fifty
dollurs per one thousawl feel; amd as roseavoord, zebra, and
fustic are wsed as stowage, thoy are shipped at a Jess expenss,
the cost being from five to six dollars perton, thus Jeaving a
handsome profit Lo the shipper of these woods,

The same gentleman informs us that the first
woodl-cutters in the territory of Honduras
came from the British colony Belize, about
one hundred and filty years ago, bringing with
them their slaves and cattle. Their old camps
are yeb partly visible among the new and
thickly rising forests between the rivers Ulua,
Chamelecon, Patuea, and Wanlks, on the Atlan.
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tic coast ol this republie, the hanters after
timber frequently coming across sites occupied
by thelr florerunncrs nearly fwo centnries
ago.

Logging is a business peenliar to itself, and
requires o hardy set of men, as there is not
only a great deal of hard worlk, but a great
deal of exposure to the wet and hot climate of
the coast lands. '

There are usnally thirty or forty men to a
logging camp, with a foreman, The men are di-
vided into companies, each one having a captain.
There is also the * hunter,” who examines trees
to be cuf, and reports to the foreman. The men
work by the task, each one being provided with
axe ahd machete. No tree is felled that is less
than eight feet in circumference, two trees
malking nday's lusk for a man. There are some
trees found having a circumference of twenty-
five feet. Such will occupy four of the most
expert men for a day. The masica, or bread-
nut tree, is never cuf, the leaves of this consti-
tuting the food of the cattle used to haul the
logs. The cutting of the timber can be done
al any time of year, but usnally the logs are
on the river-bunks ut the beginning of the wet
season. There they are stamped with the own-
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er’s initials and rafted down the stream to the
sea, to be loaded aboard the steamer

The foreman's wages are from sixty to one
hundred dollars per month; the captaing re-
ceive Tourteen o twenty dollars per month and
rations; the choppers, ten to fourtcen dollars
per month and rations.

The timber on government lands may be
citt, by anyone who has gone before the Admin-
istrator of Customs and satistied him that he
has meuans to trunsport what he cuts fo market,
~ This is made obligatory, because formerly a
great deal was cut and lelt to decay on the
ground.

Statistics of 1888 show that during thal
year there were exported to the United States
611,538 superlicial {eet of Inmhoga.ny and cedar,
representing in Honduras a value of $37,052.

The export duties on maliogany and cedar
are eight dollars per thousand superficial feet.

The hule, or rubher, is mostly taken from
the forests by native huleros, or rubber-men,
who dispose of it to the coast-traders and those
in the neighborhood of the Guayape. The
process is a simple one. The hulero sets out
in the morning, provided with a shotgun, a
machete, a rope fifteen or sixteen feet long,
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and a pair of climbers like those nsed by tele-
graph line-men. e penefrates the lorest
depths and looks out for the slender rubber
trees with theirsmooth trunks. He selects one,
and at its base he digs o hole in tlie ground to
ateh the sap. Sowmetimes he cuts a joint of
bamboo for this purpose. He passes the'rope
around the tree several times and fastens the
end. Then he cuts the bark in such a way as
to make a circle which slopes downward at the
point where he wanis the sap to run to, some-
thing like 2 V. He arranges a piece of leal
hero fo form a spout from which the sap may
fall into the hole in the ground or the bamboo
joint. Fle then slowly mounts the tree by
means of the rope and the climbers, cutfing
notches that encircele the trunk at every eight-
een inches, each one, like the fivst, forming a
sort of V on the side next him. These begin
to bleed very soon, and the thick, cream-colored
fluid runs down into the hole in the ground.
The liquid hule is coagulated with the juice of
a wild vine which grows in the forest, and afler
a few lours it has become solid rubber. A
good tree at ifs first cutting should produce
forty or fifty pounds of rubber,
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V1.
LIVE 8I'0pCK, POULTRY, ETC.

The natural advantages of Honduras as a
country for live stoclt are undeniable. The
splendid valleys of Comayagua, Santa Barbara,
Gracias, Yoro, Olancho, and Colon are already
ranged in places by herds of cattie; bub there
is room for a vast increase of the industry, not
only in the departments mentioned, but in
others as well. On the Pacific slope, in Cho-
Iutecn, L Paz, and Tegucigalpa, where theve is
much less rain-fall, the pasturage is not as
good as on the Atlantic side, where the moist-
ure-laden winds of the Caribbean are con-
stantly forcing themselves upward and bring-
ing with them showers to freshen the land.
Neveriheless, at certain seasons, when rain
comes from the Pacific, there is luxuriant vege-
tation on the slopes of the departments of this
region. During long periods of drought the
cattle must be fed with sugar-cane, green corn,
plantains, and various {rnits of which they are
- fond.

It may e stated, then, that the best regions
for grazing purposes are those of Santa Bar-
bara, Gracias, Comayagna, Yoro, and Olancho.
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These vast savanas are covered with glorious
emerald grasses the year round, and aye watered
at frequentintervals by beautiful little streams.
In all Honduras there are probably six hun-
dred thousand head ol cattle. The present
methods ol breeding show some landable
attempbs at improving the stock. 'These are
being made mostly by foreigners. The natives
have yeb much fo improve. In some parts of
the conntry the cows are permitted to suckle
their calves far too long a time, In an inter-
esting arficle upon the cattle of Honduras, the
Hon. D. W, Ilerring, formerly United States
Consul, says: “ Freguently a cow may be seen
standing quietly, while a young calf tugging
ab n teat on one side is alded in emptying the
udder by a yearling sucking away at a feat on
the other side. The spectacie has been scen of
a cow suckling a calf, while u heiler stood
sucking the opposite teat, and at the same time
gave suck to hier own newly born searcely dried
by _the sun.” ‘Ihe same writer says: “The
custom of selecting for slaughter the strongest,
smoothest, and best bulls in the herd, has
doubtless done much to checlt the natnral
tendency to the improvement of the breed.” -
‘T'he cattle of the country do nof reach ma-
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turity early. 'I'he heifers do not Lear their first
calves until three years old. No animals ave
slanghtered under six or seven years.

The dangers that must be guarded against
are those of an occasional wild Least, such as
the monntain lion or the figer, which will
kill young calves or even yearlings. There is
also an insect, lkmown as the catile spider,
which sometimes fastens itself upon the animal
just above the hoof. Unless treated in time
with ammonia or tobacco juice, this may result
in the loss ol the hoof.

The public lands are free as pasture-ground
to all cattle-owners; shonld one wish to enclose
space, lie must obtain the right from the gov-
ernment. I'encing is not absolutely necedful;
the stock will not stray from any place to
which it is accustomed, when there are shade,
shelter, water, and no severe storms to drive it
hither and thither. Mr. Ilerring says that
“filty cents per head will pay all necessary
expenses of keeping a herd of cattie in Hon-
duras. The native or Indian is, by instinet,
training, and inclination, a ‘vaquero,’ or herds-
man, Ile c¢an readily drive herds through the
forest paths among the hills, and as readily
find any animals that stray from the herd. lle
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is 2 keen hnnter, and therefore useful in pro-
tecting the herd from attacks by wild animals:
Such men can be hired for from one hundred
1o one hundred and fifty dollars per year.
They are docile, faithful, and even affectionate
to those who deal justly with them. They are
easily fed, for plantains, bananas, yams, and
other food upon whiclh tley usually live, grow
in every part of the country.”

There is a government tax of two dollars per
head on the sale of cattle, and a municipal tax
ol filty cents for every animal slauglitered.
Slanghtering cows that are capable of breeding
is forbidden by law,

The exportation of cattle is mostly to British
Honduras, although some animals are sent to
the neighboring Central American republics.
There is an export duty of two dollars per
head on bulls and steers, and of sixteen dollars
on cows, This is a very wise regulation, which
virtually forbids the sending out of the coun-
try ol that which is needed in it.

The latest statistics show that about the
samc number of head 1s exported from Puerto
Cortez as from Truxiilo; from Amapala about
one-fifth as many as from either of those
ports, and from the frontiers about six times
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as many as [rom either Puerto Cortez or Trux-

illo.

The cattle in Honduras are branded as in the
United States. The brands are recorded in the
districts where the various herds are kept, and
wlhen an animal is sold, its brand is indieated
in the bill of sale.

Some time since, the Honduras Progress, in
an article relerring to the improvement of for-
age in certain parts of the republic, took the
occasion to refer to the plant known as esper-
cel, which has become the principal [odder-
grass of Getmany. It says:

As a forage-plant it richly merits consideration,
and, from the almost entire lack of necessily for unltlmilon
after its first planking (being a pereanial), might almost be re-
garded as a weed.

Its growth is very rapid, even upon the poorest and most
porous goil, and the great lenglh Lo which jis tap-root pene-
trates the ground precludes all nceessity for otlier frvigation
than that caused by the natural meisture of the land, leaving
it almost enlirely unaffected in the midst of the nost severe
droutl.

It will grow {o a height of from eighteen inches to two feet
upoen a hard, red soil that will fairly resist ihe pick, bul neces-
sarily flourishes Lest zuder mare favorable conditions; while a
few summer showers will make it grow Dboth high and rank,
frequently rising to {he height of A man’s chin, growing so
dense g8 Lo be very troulilesomne in mowing—seven to eight
tong an acre being ne nnusnal yield.,

For the flrst year it produces no seed; but afler thas the
seed forms in Inrge pods, and in great quantities,
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It sneceeds best upon a dry soil which con-
taing Hme.

1t should not be forgotfen that hides are ex.
ported in large quantities from Honduras, as
well as from other Central American countries.
They are also employed for a great many pur-
poses by the natives. The poorer classes use
them in many ways, often making their beds
upon them.

There are very few sheep in the country. A
single flock of perhaps thirty, in the depart-
ment of Comayagua, was all that [ saw in over
a year in the counfry. An attempt to raise
sheep wonld invelve the providing of shelter
against the hard rains.

Goats I saw {requently in the mountain dis-
tricts.

Hogs are kept by almost every family out-
side of the larger cities. Without any partie-
ular attention being paid them, they thrive, and
in due time are turned into excellent pork-
clhiops, sausage, and manteca, or lard. The
lard, it must Dbe confessed, is extremely ex-
pensive. [If is used for cooking purposes of
every sort, for it must be rcmembered there is
no butter to be lind, except that which is im-
porfed in cans and costs a great deal. There
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is no reason, I may remark, why bufter, such
-as that which is made in Costa Rica, should not
be produced in Flonduras, when the cattle and
the dairy products shall have been improved in
certain ways.

I do not see why raising hogs should not
prove immensely profitable.  Corn, that which
neceds but to be planted, or yams, would be the |
finest feed imaginable.

Poultry-raising on a somewhat larger scale
than is yet known in the country would also
pay. Chlickens, turkeys, ducks, and geese sell
at good prices; eggs sometimes are depressingly
gearce and high. I should recommend the
importing of good incubators and the brilding
of fine henneties.

VIL
. THE FITA.

The best kind of fibre plants, we are assured
on good authorily, ave the Muse lextilis, Bah-
meria nivea and B. tenacissima,. Agave sisal-
ana, Ilourcroya giganiea, Sanseviera zeylan-
‘ca, Karalas pluwmieri, Anonassa native, and
Bromelia pinguin—in plainer language, the
Manila hemp, China ramie, sisal hemp, bow-
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string hemp, pita hemp, silk grass, and pin-
guin fibre. The pita is commonly known as
the Agave Americana, or American alce. Tt
belongs, nccording 1o best authorities, to the
anagras fumily. It may Dbe raised {rom seed;
the ordinury practice, however, is to plant
suckers, which are obfained by dividing the
root-stock and by taking viviparous buds.

The pita has never been culfivated in Ifon-
duras, but it grows wild on both lowlands and
on mountain slopes to an altitude of four thou-
sand feet.  When it once hag talken possession
ol a region, this plant beging rapidly to monop-
olize the soll, to the exchision of all other veg-
etafion except trees. Hach plant has thirty to
forty huge leaves which measure six fo ten
feet inlength and arve two or three inches thick.
The fibre extends in filaments the entire length
of the leaf. The outer covering is extremely
hard 1o remove. The Indians usually pound
the leal on a stone, drying it afterward in the
snn and pounding it 2 second time, after which
they comb it to obtain a clean fibre. The
Caribs, on the other hand, soak theIeaves in
waler until the covering is sufliciently decom-
osedd fo be easily removed.

A great deal has been tliought and said on
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the subject of machinery to properly perform
thig work of extracting the f{ibre. Until gnite
recently, no one had succeeded in inventing a
wholly successful method. 1 believe, however,
that during the year 1888 accounts were pub-
lished of a machine that could do what was
required, aud that was soon to be placed on a
Nicaragua planfation. Until such macliines
can be introéduced in Honduras, the pita will
remain a wasted wealth. 1t is true that the
hand-prepared fibre is already mnch nsed for
shoemaker’s thread, nels, cordage, hanunocks,
and so forth., It can be bouglht of the Indians,
outin the country, in packages, at thirty cents
per pound. In the towns it is sold to shoe-
makers and others af eighty cents per pound.
The native method of hand preparation is, of
course, too costly, and the quantities are too
small to admit of exportation. On the other
hand, snitable machinery could prepare an-
nually thousands of tons of fibre, which might
prove of immense benefit to tlic commerce of
the country.

'[he best plan for propagation is to set the
young plants in regular rows, and to keep the
infervening spaces clear for the first six
months; at the end of that time the plants
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can take care of themselves. They should
attain full growth in about six years time. A
single pita plant in Dloom, with its long, slen-
dor blosson-stent twenty or thirty Feet high, is
a heautiful sight.  Fields econtaining thousands
ol such would be well worth gazing at.  About
one thousand plants may be grown to an acre,
the yield from which should be at least six
thonsand pounds. The plantation ounght fo
tst Tor ten or fwelve yeors,

M Thomas 13, Lombard says of the pita
that 1l seeins Lo yicld a finér 1ibre than the cor-
responding plant in Mexico, the maguey. This
latter 1s the plant from which the great native
drinlg, the Mexican pwque, is obtained. The
natives have their peculinr method of extract-
ing the juice, by sucking it np into a hollow
stalle which they have inserted in a cnt made
in the stem of the plant, and letting it run ount
ol the stalk again into a gourd. They let the
juice sland one weelk 1o make pulque; if it
stands two weelks, it becomes mescal, which is
much stronger. The pulque is prescribed by
many physicians as a daily healib-drink, to be
taken at noon only.

In Yucatan the Agave sisalana, or henaquin,

has been grown and exported for some time
10
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with remarkable sncecess; indeed, we hear of
vast fortunes being made by men engaged in
this industry. The finer parts of the sisal
hemp can be advanlageously woven with jute,
linen, or evehn. cofton. Tt bleaches and fakes
dye perfectly, and without loss of strength.
The natives of Yucatan use the liemp chiefly
to malte nets, mats, and hammocks. In 1888
the number of nhenequin hammocks exported
Trom Yucatan to the United States was about
Torty thounsand.

Mr. Lombard says further of the pita:

The erude fibre Is cqual Tn value Lo manila hemp, when
applied to light uses; but in fineness, strength, and dorability
it is fur superior.  The ultimate fibre is even finer than that of
the threads of sillk spun by the silk-worm., The writer was
shown the two under a powerful microscope at Lyons, France,
and heard many exelamations of surprise on the part of manu-
facturers at this unexpected result, aud at the fact that the
pita fibre did not Jose its strength when reduced to the fine
fioss state. Experiments Liave been made of wenving this fibre
when flogsed with collon, wool, or silk; and it has been found
that this can be dome advantageously. . . . . Asgthe pila
fibre possesses o silky gloss of its own, it Jins been thought
by mannfaeturers that it would be found valuable to mix with
sill, especially in the manufucture of henvy curtain fabrics,
whers weight, strength, durability, and finish are reguired.

Samples of the pita fibre have been sent to
Burope, and there converted into ribbons,
handkerchiefs, wigs, and false hajr. All per-
sons who liave made any fhorough examina--
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tion of the subject, declare that a tremendous
factor of commercial prosperity is as yet lying
idle in Honduras, which, il .properly handled
with sufficient capital and the required machin-
ery, might yield vast returns to those under-
talting the enterprise, and to the nation itself
as well.






PART 1IV.
IIAMMOCK AND SADDLE.

1.

TITE IPLREL TIAY QI

If was on a Sunday morning in October
that [ set out to ride ulone—except flor a mozo
—[rom Tegncigalpa down to San Pedro Sula,
there to take the train for Puerto Cortez, and
thence the steamer for New Orleans.  The day
previous I lind engaged one Trinidad Cisnéros,
an interesting type, originally from Salvador,
to guide me safely to the coast. This gentle-
man was going down with a couple of pack-
mules to mect some incoming freight, and he
was glad to “kill two birds with a single
throw.” On Saturday he had assured me posi-
tively that he would be on hand at five in the
morning, so that we might have an early start
T knew so much about the slowness of the
average mozo that I was not surprised at hav-
ing to wait until nearly eight o’clock for him
to appear. When at last he arrived, I saw, to
my amazement, that he had brought but one

mule and a burro of under-gize.
(149)
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“Pray, Mr. Cisnéros,” 1 observed, *“do vou
intend me toride the buuro? Orare my trunks
to be left behind?” e ab once explained
" that the burro could carry the trunks as far as
Comayaguua, where lie would be replaced by a
proper cargo-mule, {resh from the potrero.
I was naturally annoyed at such o beginning
of the trip. My lugguge was purposely light,
so that it might keep up with me—an easy
matter, if it were loaded on a good animal
But as things now stood, 1 should have to ride
slowly in order to wait for the burro. Another
thing, the dignity of my departure [rom the
capital was marred, if not rnined. [ had
counted upon a very early start, unaccom-
panied by friends to see me oll, as is usual in
Honduras; and instead, I must parade through
town with a ridiculous burro wagging his ears
between my steamer trunks, just at the {ime
wlien the streets would be full ol people going
to mass.

In the midst of my -a'nnoyzmce, up rtode
Don Joaguin Tiscobar, the Postmaster-General,
mounted on his splendid white horse, Napo-
leon. “‘Iam going out on the road with you,”
he said, ‘‘as far as [ can go and get back in
time for some business that must be attended
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to.” Tt was ‘““foreign muail day,” and there-
fore T thought it remarkably good ol the gen-
tleman.

We started off in gay spivits, leaving Trini-
dad to follow with bwro and luggage. Don
Joaquin knew the way, of course, and we were
not long crossing. the long Dbridge, passing
down through Comayguela, and making head-
way ab full gallop out along the yellow road
leading off toward Comayagua.

When Don Joaquin had gone as far as he
possibly could, and return in time, we stopped
and waited for guide and luggage 1o come up.
My friend gave the mozo some sound advice as
to the rubber coats, keeping {he equipage diy,
and taking good care of me in general and par-
ticnlar.

We paited ench other on the shoulder, Hon-
durancan fashion, and said ‘“Adios.” Don
Joaquin’s splendid horse disappeared at a gal-
lop in the distance, and I continned on my
hundred-league journey. '

From Tegucigalpa to Comayagua is reckoned
twenty leagnes, or sixty miles. 1 hoped to
make this distance by noon of the following
day. In the meantime, the burro might prove
a serious obstacle. As the sun rose—the fre-
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mendons tropieal sun, overpowering in thosc
circulmr hollows where the wind can not rush,
as it vushes elsewhere through the long passes,
like some demon lately unchained—we pro-
gressed at moderate speed. [ rode ahead, for
the path was still a cart-road; it had not yet
dwindled toa trail, as it showdd Larther on. The
burro ran on gaily just behind; the trunks le
bore creaked slightly in their cording. - The
mozo plodded airily after—afoot. As a rule,
the Monduras mozos prefer fo travel afoof.
This one wore the usuul comfortable costiine
of white tronsers and wiiite jacket, white pita
hat, and sandals of hide fastened with cords
over the feet, between the toes and around 1he
ankles. Ile¢ carried a good pist;ol; a machete,
and a gourd to dvink frow. Ilis e was
“Trinity;” Iee was obliging, honest, and given
to grandiloquent speechaos.

Having forined this estimate of the individ-
unal who was to be my sole huan companion
during some six or seven days communion
with Naturve, I dismissed him from wmy
thoughts. The memory of Tegucigalpa,
quaint and quiet city, was fresh in my mind.
IFourteen months experience in the tropics
absorbed me. The roar of a thirty-stamp mill
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in a mining town whence I had lately come
rang in my ears, Volces of people from whom
I had lately parted returned as in a dream;
[aces rose up before me that perhaps T might
not see again. I had, for an instant, the help-
less Leeling of beiug out adrift on some strange
sen; then the sensution of one who has barely
leained to swim, when someone pushes him
into the water. The cheerful voiee of Trinidad
recalled me: .

“There is a house not far away, where we
can geb some breakfast.” ‘

“Breakfast !’ I had forgotten about that
important meal. “How far off is 162"’

“ About two leagues.”

“Jlombre! 'T'woleagues are six miles. That
is nof: near.”

“Pues, hombre, They arve little leagues.”

And 1 am quite sure we rode ten miles before
the place was reachied.  The Honduras mozos
have no idea of distance. The “long leagues
and the ‘““shart lecagues’ are matters of con-
jeclure.

To travel with comfort in Ilonduras you
must be suitably dressed, have a good animal,
and know how to ride. Ior the first of the
three conditions, corduroy makes a good cos-
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tume; it is not too heavy except in the middle
of the day, when one should not ride, bul rest.
A broad-brimmed hat is indispensable. For-
eigners usually prefer the helmet, two-peaked.
The natives often ride carrying open umbrellas,
which, though incongruous, is not always 1ill-
advised. Asto securing’a good heast, that is
not usually so easy. A mule with reasonable
speed is safer than @ horse, and cndures more.
And in the matter of horsemanship, sowe peo-
ple are born riders, while others never acquire
the first principles of equestrianism. DPraclice,
of course, is important. '

There is a certain little insect-—which also
grows to be a larger insect—against which fhe
traveler must guard. Certain bushes and
plants are covered with thousands of these
pests, one of which, if he get upon you, will
make you most uncomfortable. The name of
the insect is garrapata—it is of the tick species.
The smaller sized is more fo be dreaded than
the larger, as it is almost imperceptible. It
has the habit of burying its head in the flesh
and leaving a part ol it there, making a very
painful and lasting sore place. Inriding along
the narrow trails where plants and bushes rise
on either sidle, one should be careful not to get
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covered with garrapatas. The fleas of the
tropics torment many persons [rom the North
extremely at first. Cleanliness and attention
will keep one's house [ree from this annoyance,
unless it happen to be built upon peculiarly
sandy soil.  On the coasts, where the earth is
black and moist, there are no ileas, 1 believe.
On the other hand, no one ever thinks of mos-
quito-netting, in the mountains, for there are no
mosquitoes, while at Truxillo there are plenty,
and at Puerto Cortez a few., At San Pedro
Sula there are sand-flies which revel from noon
to dusk.

My intention, previous to the advent of the
burro, had been to reach the place called Pro-
teccion, which is something like half-way be-
tween Tegucigalpa and Comayagua, that after-
noon, and to stay there all night. But now,
what with the late start and poor animals, T
foresaw this to be impossible. It was provok-
ing at first, but on reflection, and knowing I
had abundant time to catch the steamer if I
took ten or twelve days in going down, it
seemed to me I might as well proceed leisurely,
and learn the eonntry all the better,

The house that Trinidad had in mind sud-
denly came in sight. We rode up—1I did, at
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lenst—and Trinidad steered the burro into the
~ shade of the pl'ojecf.illg thatched roof. When
I say “steered,” I spealk with premeditation,
for he often had hold of the donkey’s tail. I
dismonunted, although the woman of the house
was ab first quite certain she had nothing to
sell ns.  This i1s nearly always the way at the
places where one ilries to gel food in such
countries. All the {ravelers who have been
over the ground are nceustomed {o it, and they
will all relate the identical experience of **no
hay.” Asarule, they conclude thns: ¢ Well,
I was determined Lo have something, I saw a
chicken running aboat. I knocked it over
with a stone, wrung its neck, and took it to
the woman. ‘Now,’ says I, ‘cook me this,
and I’'ll puy yon whatever it’'s worth!”” T
never met a Honduras-traveled individunl yet
who had not this tale to tell.  Somehow it has
always seemed strange to me that the unlortn-
nate chicken has hever been missed by the
stome ! T, for my part, saw chiclkens, it is true;
but I aimed no stones at them. Had I tried
fo do so, I should most likely have hit the
woman herself in the eye, for I throw very
poorly af times. Buf I talked, and Trinida
talked; and between us we softened the old
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lady, who was lal and bare-shouldered, with g
gorgeous necklace of gilt beads, into providing
us with a tripe-stew—which she lamentingly
protested had been prepared {or her mother-in-
law—and some torfillns and milkiess coffee. 1
had put some French hread and a can of potted
ham in the saddle-bags, along with a flask of
brandy, belore leaving Tegneigalpa. I now
found, on investigation, that the ham, which I
had opened in order to make sure of its con-
dition, had been associating rather intimately
with my note-book, somewhat to the latter’s
detriment. -

After correcting this unforesecen condition as
far as was possible, T remounted, having first
pald the moderale sum of one real (bwelve and
one-half cents) for cur entertainment, and sig-
nified my desire to be off. Trinidad lingered,
conversing amicably with the hostess. Ti-
nally I got Lhim away.‘ When we were in the
road once more, [ asked where he fhought we
might stop that niglt. '

““Tamard,” he smilingly assured me; and
on we went toward Tamard. 1t was a lovely,
though nninhabited, streteh of country that I
never shall forget. I rode very slowly. Trin-
idad walked alongside, and the Dburro jolted
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on in advance. I saw that there conld be no
haste until we reached Comayagua, and Trini-
dad was very entertaining with his grandilo-
quent speeches and flowery metaplor. e had
a passion for making diminutives of his nouns,
ending them all in Zos or vfas. Ile also took
a bland delight in picturing to me the gra-
cions reception accorded him by the Sefior
Presidente, upon whom hie had called in Tegu-
cigalpa. I judged that Iie was not lying, for
President Bogran reccives the humblest callers
with the greatest: Kindness.

HIB

NWIGIIT IN A UAMMOCK.

Afternoon, a little past four, it was when we
reached Tamardé. A few liftle houses were
scattered over splendid fields. We paused to
look for a posada. They told us to go on about
a league and a half. I took a drink of water
and proceeded. The leagne and a half resolved
itsell into about three leagues. 1t was nearly
dark, and I was woefully hungry and tired,
when we saw a house somewhat np a hill-side.
There were women and children visible, some
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animals grazing calmly, and a clothes-line.-
hung with sausuge casings.

“Aqui hay posada?”’ inquired Trinidad,
cheerfully,

“Como no !’ said one of the women, And
mighty glad I was to hear it.

The animals were speedily nnloaded; my
hammock came out of the maleta and was
swung in-doors.

Ileavens, what a place! There were three
beds and another hammock besides my own.
In one ol the beds there wag a young man
ill with fever. When I saw, however, that his
mother was feeding him with corn baked on
the cob, I concluded the illness to be less seri-
ous than I had at first imagined. T stayed out-
side as much as possible. Trinidad requested
that coffee and tortillas be prepared. How
good these tasted, we being so hungry! There
were also some savory chunks of porl, which
seemed Lo have been roasted on the ashes,
Having eaten and drnnk, I walked up and
down outside until it was quite dark and a
slight yain fell.  Then I went inside and
crawled into my hammock. Trinidad reposed
on u small blanket, whielt he had carvied strap-
ped with my luggage upon the anfortunate
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burro, spread upon the earth loor. ITe smoked
cigarvettes, for which I was thank(lul, and fought
what he called the pulguitas, aadibly and with-
out cessation. )

“They bring them in the clothes from Tega-
cigalpa,” remarlied the sick man, consolingly,
from his bed.

Trinidad went on smoking. FHe turned un-
easily now and then, and groaned at times, [or
the ground was nat soft.  DBut {or the rain, we
might betfter have stretched ourselves on the
grass oulside.

“Trinidad,” 1 said, when the others were all
asleep, as could be told from their breathing,
“we go on at four o’clock.”

“Pues, hombre,” he returned, “it will not
be daylight.”

“No matier,” Iinsisted, ‘“we go on all the
same.”’

I dozed a little then, and T suppose he did
the same. The next thing T knew, daylight
was shining through the eracks of the door.
The mozo was up and making his preparations
to go. We pald a real and a medio (eighteen
cents) for the supper, and were off again. The
animals had been fed, but I do not remember
what that cost. My arrangement was {o pay
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the mozo a certain sum and provide his {ood
going down. The animals grazed ab night, and
whatever else he led thein he paid for. We
did not wait for coffee, but took this a league
further on, at a newly built, clean, but lone-
some house, where they gave us also tortilias
and eggs, all for another real.

The roal now led us up and down wind-
ing cowrses, through rivers sometimes shallow,
somelimes ol serious depth, always crystal
clear, and alluring one to pause under the
splendid shade of the surrounding trees. Once
Trinidad, alter dipping me up a gourdful of
the shining liquid, calmly assured me that le
was going o stop and bathe-——would I kindly
look alter the burro? 1 rode ahead, and kept
an cye on the pufient litfle beast struggling
along under its heavy load, and found a shady -
spot, wliere we rested until the mozo caughtup
with us, clean and cool from plunging in the
river,

I3y noon we were af Proteccion, and there
found a capital place to get breakfiast. It was
three reals (thivty-eight cents) for mysell and
the mozo, and there were several courses, which
we ate from a single plate, mostly with our

fingers, aided by the tortillas and a spoon out
11
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ol my saddle-hags. “We ate sitting on a couple
of boards resting on kegs—goodness knows
where these came from originally; and there
were otliers breakfasting in the same fashion-—
natives wlio seemed o be traveling also, for
their lorses wailed outside.

But for the fact of the burro again, we might
easily have inade Comayagun by night-fall. As
it wasg, we could only hope to yeach Las Flores.

It was warm riding, but the views were
splendid all that afternoon. Now glorions
valleys, now ftowering hills; multitudes of tiny
streams to 014053, numberless rocky uascents to
climb; stillness and heat about one; sun blaz-
ing overhead; the myriad birds qniet, hidden
" in the depths of the mountain forests. Five
leagues—uabout iifteen miles —{rom Proteccion
to Las TFlores! Night came on, and we were
still far from sign of human habitatiom. It
is not long,” said Trinidad, composedly, as
we began to see the munew moon glittering
faintly in the sky. We were not so far off, 1
agreed, for the ground was level, und seemed a
neighborhood likely to liave o settlement. The
path that the mozo chose, however, led us
astray. The first I knew we were riding aim-
lessly throngh fields of something that grew
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very tall and rattled abont one. The hurro
began to wander hither and thither. TFinally
Trinidad came to w stop, and spoke, rather
plaintively:

“Pues, hombre, 1 think we are lost. Idon’t
know this way.”

“Pucs, hombre,” T remarked, ¢ youarea fine
guide, to geb us Jost at this hour of the night!”

We paused there, adrift, ag it were, on a
strange sen.  1'he moon was covered with float-
ing masses of clond. Stars, too, were visible
in the sky above. In the distance we heard
the barking of dogs. T told the mozo we must
steer for that burking; and we did so. But it
was no easy task, for the tired burro with
his tremendous luggage was not espeeially
manageable, though Trinidad exhorted him
piously and without pause. '

“Burro! Anda !>’ and various other inter-
jections, not precisely profane, but verging on
it. Dack and forth, here and there, to and [ro
we wandered for what seemed hours.” About
nine o'clock we fellb ourselves saved by the
faintly glimmering light that shone in the dis-
tance. _

“Now I know,” said Trinidad, joyously.
“T can tell the way.”
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“80 could any fool,” I muttered, savagely.

The old lady of this dwelling was a certain
Nifia Paula. There weres three rooms in the
house. The posada part was a large, bare
apartment, with a couple of hammocks and a
long fable of rough boards; absolutely no other
furniture.

““Coflee and tortillas for two,” I observed,
dramatically; and they were at once forthcom-
ing. I slept with comfort in one of the ham.-
mocks, and Trigidad occupied the other. Tt
was cold, but clean. We made another late
start in the morning, and passed through San
Antonio al Norte about nine o'clock, reaching
Comayagua at noon, and proceeding at once
to the Hotel Americano. ‘

Sixty miles of the three hundred had been
achieved without anything remarkable hav-
Ing occurred-—no wild Dbeasts, no narrow
escapes from robbers, absolufely nothing fo
make a {uss about.

111.
COMAVAGUA,
The old capifal is a sleepy town. There is
never a soitnd but the church-bells all day
long; gquieter than Tegucigalpa, which is quiet
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enough for anyone. It was with an inexpress-
ible sense of relief that T got down from iy
mule in the patio of the American Hotel; for I
knew that the burro would now be returned to
his native potrero, and a couple of fresh beasts
replace iim and the jaded animal 1 had ridden
thus far. The smiling native proprietor —a
woinai --of the house welcomed us pleasantly.
The luggage was carried into a. large corner
room, where there was a hammock and a bed-
stead. There were a couple of great shutter-
windows in the sides of the room, which, with
three Jarge doors, two of which opened upon
the street, precluded the iden of privacy. [
lIet the mozo take care of himself, and ordered
breakfast. It was prepared leisurely, and set
forth on a table.in the patio corridor or porch.
There were eggs, rice, boiled meat, chicken, tor-
tillas, bread, frijoles, all well cooked and appe-
tizing, There were also cheese, citron pre-
serves, and coffee, with plenty of mills. After
this satisfactory meal, T asked that the bed be
arranged for me, and inquired as fo bathing
facilities. The good lady directed me to the
nearest river, which was not far, and even of-
fered lo send & servant {o show the way. I did
not wish to go at once, however. 1 took a rest
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in the hammock while the bed was made up by
the easy process of spreading n single blanket
over the smooth board bottom and laying o
stnall pillow at the head. 1 watched these
preparations lazily from the hammock, and
wondered if she thonght T was going to sleep
on the blanket or u#nder it ; there would not be
mnch choice for soltness. About two o’cloclc
T asked the servant {o show me tle way to the
river. Gracious powers ! or the Spanish equiva-
Ient, was I going to batheat that hour! Iwould
certainly have fever, ““Nonsengse!” T'returned,
and started out, followed by various entreaties
from the entire housechold fo reconsider. The
sun was blazing hot, but the stream wus deli-
cidusly clear aud just of the nicest depth. T
came back wonderfully relreshed, and founcd
an American gentleman then residing in the
city wailing to see we.

He kindly volunfeered to show we about.

“Why don't you stay over another day,” he
“asked, ‘‘and get rested ?’’

“Do you really think,” T asked, ““that one
ig apt to get very rested on a bed like Zhai 2>

He prodded it with his finger, and laughed.

“Hello!” he said; “‘itisn’t even a canvas
bottom.”
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“Well, what is there to see in the town?” I
asked.

“ Not much beside the cathedral. Stay over,
and I will show you all there is to-morrow.”’

I thanked him and decided to do so, and to
gend the mozo ahead witl the luggage-mule as
far as the next stop, which would he Caevas.

Trinidad accordingly started off early next
morning, having bronght the two fresh animals
up for my inspection late in the afternoomn
They looked pretty well; but one never can tell
from the look of a mule, of conrse,

“Q,well,”” Isaid, “aftera year in Honduras,
one ought tn be able to ride a zebra. Leave me
tlie best saddle-beast, and get yon gone at day-
light.”’ '

I meant to liave o delightful time all {o my-
self as far as Cnevas.

The next day the American gentleman came
around and toolk me to the cathedral, where wo
were shown first all {he right royal vestments
ol the bishop. These were of the richest white
silk, some of them wrought with pure gold and
silver threads; others were embroidered with
flowers. All were very heavy and precious, and
kept most earefully in massive chests and ward-
robes of cedar. When we had lalien an extended
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and artistic delight in these beautifal robes, we
examined the old paintings upon the walls of
the cathedral, and the images—mostly old and
mummy suggesting—of various saints—chiefly
Saint Peter—and Jastly, a figure said to be act-
ually the mummy of a bishop of years agone.
There were also magnificent stafls of silver and
gold, censers, and altar-pieces of quaint old
designs, which the obliging sexton disclosed to
us by opening various other closets.

We spent an hour or two in the sacred edi-
[ice, emerging in time to return to the hotel for
brealkfast, after which we toolt a loolk at the
business part of the old town. “Oh, what a
waking-np you will get ome of these days,”
I said, apostrophizing the sleepy site, ¢ when
railway trains go whistling through the land!”’
0f the two places, Tegucigalpa is, to my mind,
mucl more attractive in every way.

When the American gentleman heard that I
was purposing to go en alone to Cucvas next
morning, he lifted his voice in horror.

“ Where is your mozo t”’ he asked.

“Gone ahead with the trunks.”

“But yow can’t go alane; yo'’ll get off the
track. There's a turn that will take you off to
Bspino, on the Trujillo road.”
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“Can't T take the left-hand road when I
reach the forlc ¢’

“You could il you knew it.”’

And he worked upon wy mind so that I
finully sent out and engaged a fine-ooking,
tall, and sinewy stripling, whom the professor
recominended as strictly honest. I was carry-
ing o bag of jingling silver for road supplies,
and was unarmed. 1alf the quaniity of
““ pisto,”” as they call it, would have sufficed,
had I known how little the posada expense
was to be. At {ive o’clock next morning
{Thursday), the mozo, Jests Galeano (Jesis
pronounced Linysoose, and being a very con-
mon uame), caliie rapping on my street door.

“Bueno,” Isaid, stretching myself sleepily
in the hammock, between which and the inflex-
ible, board-bottom bed T had alternated all
night leng. But he kept on rapping until I
rose and opened the heavy shulters at one of
the windows, to prove myself really awake,
He went and saddled my horse then, while I
dressed quickly and got my coffee,

I tried the new mnule af a brisk canter for a
few miles out of town, leaving Jesiis to come
‘on after me, knowing T conld not go wrong, as
there was but one path. The mule was awful!
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ITe could go prefity fast, but his gaif was the
hardest T had ever encounteved. When the
road had narrowed, as it soou does after teav-
ing Comayagua, to a mere trail, I paused and
waited Tor my new guide. Jests came up very
promplly; he was one of the swiltest walkers
1 had ever seen-—a naity specimen of the peon
class, in his white jacket and trousecrs, little
round felt hat, lunclhieon tied im a clean hand-
kerchiefl, and machete Lhanging from his beli;
barefooted, of course, with the hide sandals
usnally worn. By noon we were at Sabana
Loarga, wlhere I bought some coffee and pan
dulce, and Jess ate tlie contents of his hand-
kerchief. We had safely passed the Mspino
road, and I had half a notiont o dismiss the
boy and let him return at once to Comuyagua.
Nevertheless, as T had engaged him for doce
reales (one dollar and {ifly cents), and he wonld
probably grumble at less, I concluded he would
bettar go on,

1v.
ON TO YOTOQA,
It vained alittle during thie alternoon. I put
on a rubber cloal, and rode under the trees as
much as possible. The sky was cloudy, but
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the landseape was freshly green and glorious
from the rain. Af live we were al Cuevas.
Trinidad came out of almost the first little
honse we arrived at, and siood smiling.

“Pues, hombre,” he observed, pleasantly;
“that’s @ good mule, isn't it ¢

I asked Lim, as sternly as I could, how he
came {o give me the wrong animal.

“The ather must be better,”” 1 insisted.
“T'll try it {o-morrow, anyway.”

The little liouse proved to belong to some
friends of Trinidad. Ile graciously informed
me that there would be nothing to pay, such
being the case, which, ol course, made me feel
uncomfortable, witil I saw some yonngsters
playing about, to whom T made a little present
of a couple of reales—and afterward felt still
more uncomlortable at their disposition to
gswallow them.

It was a very clean, new place. I had an
excellent sleep, ufter a very good supper.
Jestis recoived his doce reales with many
thanks, and made polite arrangements for
something toeat and a place to lay himself in
the porch. Next morning he was off on his
way back o Comayagna before Trinidad had
gotten our mules saddled.
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1 do not care very much to remember that
day's jowrney and that night's pause. It
rained, and we got wet; there were several
deep rivers to ford, all easier for myself than
for Trinidad, who grmmbled at rolling up
or, indeed, taking off his nice white trousers,
and for the luggage-mule, who had ideas of lis
own about drinking and sailing down-stream
at inconvenient moments. Trinidad, trouser-
less, made me think of one of Rider Haggard’s
Inglishmen in Africa. About noon we came
to Miambur, and rode nnder a sort of thatched
shed which appeared provided purposcly for
travelers, Across tlie road was a louse where
the mozo linew we would get a good breakfast.
e took the trunks off the pack-mnle to give
him a rest, and unloosened the saddle-girth of
my animal. He thought he would feed them
as well.

This was Miambur. I sat down on one of
my trunks and looked around me. A level
space, dotted with a few dreary habitations,
mostly thatched; splendid hills rising on all
sides, and a river of some width and force
close at hand—one of mmny streams flowing
down ultimately to mingle in flie waters of the
Ulua. A half-dozen soldiers came and studied
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ine, then took up lounging positions under the
spacious shed, and Dbegan to banter good-
humored remurks with Trinidad, who was
plaintively reciting a serious grievance, as fol-
lows: The last time he had passed through
that place he had loaned an acquaintance some
rawhide lassos, expecting to receive them hack
on lis next trip down to the coast. The bor-
rower now boldly denied any such loan. Trini-
dad thereupon addressed him a severe dis-
conrse upon his morals, to which the other
mildly replied: ¢ Amigo mio, don't stain my
reputation with unjust aspersions;” and thus
they harangued for an hour or more. Buf
Trinidad did not get back his lassos of raw-
hide, or any compensation for them. When
we lefi the place, he was silll reciting his grief
at such treatnent from people who were noth-
ing less than ladrones.

That night! ugh, that night! We did not
reacl Youre, much less Santa Cruz. ‘There
was more raln, and Trinidad hesitated at eross-
ing a certain river, which ab night was high,
and by morning ran dry, or nearly so; in con-
‘sequence of which he piloted me fo a spot
where a small thatched hut with walls, supple-
mented by a smaller thatched hut without
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wulls, sheltered a family of half o dozen. The
family all slept in the hut with walls. The
smaller place was abount three yails squure,
and confained a nalive slove, a rude table, aud
a tortilla board, which almost filled it. DBy
swinging my hammock over the stove and
table we managed to squeeze under shelter for
the night. My clothing was damp, but 1 could
not remove any of it It was stickily uncom-
fortable, but 1 canght no cold, and had no
. fever.

The blessed morning came at last. Coffee,
tortillas, one real; mnles, and—off again for
Youre, and, later, Santa Cruz. Discomniorts
and rain aside, one sees between Cuevas and
Santa Cruz the most grandly diversified coun-
try, I suppose, to be found anywhere. Near
Minmbur there are mountains to cross wheve
the road has been cut in steps which appear
hewn out of marble. Up and down this beau- -
tiful path leads through splendid forests and
over wind-swept slopes, wlere the silence is
broken only by distant water-falls or the won-
derful music of the birds. At Youre a solitary
thatched house sat on the high brow of a hill.
A woman and a little girl were the only human
beings when we arrived.  But as we sat enjoy-
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ing our breaklast in the coolness of that alry
height, other voices were heard, and up came,
along the same road that we had traversed,
two couriers from Fegucigalpa, with the leather
mail-bags on their backs. They had started afoot
fwo days laler than we.  They dropped down
ot the earthen floor under the pleasant shelter,
and chatied as if they were not so very tirved.
They, too, ordered some breakfast, swhich hav-
ing made quicle work of, they were off ahead
of ng, making short cents impossible for our
beasts, and letting themselves down steep hill-
sides with wonderful swiltness and surety.
And now, as we plodded on, the mountains
grew gradually less formidable. A wonderfnl
world of gently rolling slopes spread out before
us. The grass was of a rich and brilliant em-
erald. The broken earth, as that of the road,
showed red as blood in places, To the left, in
the distance, wore vast and splendid fields of

- cane. A pond-like marsh, densely surrounded

with beauliful bamhoos, made one think that
Take Yojoa was not far away.

And by night-fall we were once more out of
the wilds, having reached the pretty little town
of Santa, Cruz de Yojoa, Ilere, in a spacious
voom of a comfortable lhonse, once more my
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hammock was swung, and after supper I crept
into it for the last night but two.

V.
TIIE TTNISIL.

From Santa COruz—a very habitable spot,
some of the best people, General Leiva for one,
having counfry places there, and there being
botl postal and telegraph lucilities—we should
have made the remaluning distance of about
forty miles to San Pedro in o day or a day and
a half, that is, had the mozo been mounted,
and no luggage included. As it was, we lelt
early on Sunday morning, and reached San
Pedro only on Tuesday afternoon. There were
now 1o more mountaing to climb, buf a fine Jevel
road, along which the happy rider of a good
saddle animal might canter with delight. Sosoa,
then Rio Blanco, and presently Potrerillos—
“little pastures.” At Rio Blanco, refreshments.
At Potrerillos, a river to cross in & canoe—a
ferry-man to be hallooed for on the opposite
side; mules to be unloaded; trunks to be put in
the eanoe; traveler to sit upon trunks; mules o
be whacked with the ferry-man’s oar to make
themn go into the waler and swim across, Trini-
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dad holding Uielr bridles. "Thank heaven! the
Ulua is crossed! On the opposite side we sit
sweltering under a lemon tree. 1t iy one
o'clock, tlie hottest hour of day. 1 gather
sonwe ol the {allen lemons; then T talke the gourd
from the saddle lying on the ground, creep
down to the river side and {ill it with
water. T come back and squeeze the lemon
juice into it and put in some dulee which T
bought at the last stopping-place. The drink
is capital.

The settlements for the rest of the way were
close fo ecach other—CQCaracol, Pinto, Chamele-
con, then Suan Pedro. But Trinidad and the
mules were not as {resh as at the beginning of
the long trip. We spent that night at a house
a little before Caracol. 1t was a marshy region,
and the mosquitoes were unbearable—actually
the first I had seen in tie country. The hut was
one of two surrounded by the luxuriant vege-
tation which thence on was continuous to the
coast. Under my hammock, on the earth floor,
I kindled some sticks of resinous wood that
smoked the insects out, and made me feel like
the saint that was broiled on a gridiven. 1 was
glad to be off again at dawu. The country

was now i perlect tropical gardem. We {ol-
12
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lowed along the side of the unused railroad
track, which is Inid as far inland as the Ulua
River, but almost completely overgrown with
bushes and grass. One inore night—a coni-
fortable onte —atb Pinto. One more early start;
more riding throngh the indescribable beanty
ol groves ol cocova palius, v perfect covering
overhead of the sweeping, immense leaves;
coolness, moist blaclt sarth below. The blaze
of the sun completely shut out. An absurd
idea ocenrring to one: “What Jovely bowers
tliese are for a suinmer garden! Just to have
little tables heve and there, and waiters to bring
beer and ginger ale, and a good band to play
constantly ! Wouldn’t it be comfortable!”
Miles and miles through these groves; then
brealcfast at Chamelecon, and another ferry to
be crossed in canve. Af Chamelecon, as atall
these coast settlements, plenty of milk to drinl,
rich and delicious. The old woman forgets to
give one his change, but no matter. Only a few
more miles to San Pedro. 'And mid-afternoon we
were winding our way along the well-kept roads
leading into that pretty place. Trinidad was
stopped presently by an iuspector, and had to
pay  real of entrance toll. By this we felt
that we were In the town., San Pedro some-
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how reminded me of Coney Island; I suppose
it was tlie summery style of the houses; It is
situafed on the plain of Snla, back from which
rise, circle shape, the everlasting hills from
which we had come down. There is a fine
Catholic church and a Protestant meeting-
house. The Catholic church stands in a plaza
planted with orange trees. There are many
good stores and a court-house. Picturesquely
considered, the town could not be sweeter.
'There are two or three streams flowing by and
through it, the Rio de Jag Piedras being the
principal,one. There are three main streets run-
ning the entire length of the town, and the trees
that grow along all the roads are covered with
vines that blossom riotously the year round.
We made our way in the direction of the Inter-
national Hotel, a long, rambling wooden build-
ing. I slipped ouf of the saddle and left the
mules in charge of the mozo, while 1 entered
the office. The hundred-league ride was over!

I had a bath, and discovered that the dinner
hour was not far off. Trinidad brought in my.
luggage. 1 setiled accounts and said ‘‘good-
bye” to him. Ile shook hands withh me and
wished me good luck. Exit the mozo. When
I dined, an hour later, 1 realized for the first
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time that I had been on short allowance as to
rations for the past ten days. My appetite
was simply terrifying. Everything tasted de-
licious. I slept soundly on a bed with a mat-
tress, and spent the next day rambling aboul
the town. The day after, the train went down
fo the Port giving us thirty-eight miles of rail-
way travel of the most singular descripfion. An
engine, a tender, a baggage and freight car
combined, and a passenger coach, the last not
much longer than a New Yorlk strest-car, and
having the seats similarly arranged—that is,
running lengthwise. There were, of course, a
good many passengers; among the number, Mr,
Jomnes, a Welsh missionary, intercsted me with
his sincerity and evident goodness of heart,
althougly, as a lady remarked to me, “ the poor,
dear man has a formidable task in prospect if
e thinks to convert any of the Catholics of
Honduras to Protestantism.” T noficed, how-
ever, the invariable respect with which he was
treated by one and all, who accepted his Span-
ish and English tracts and put them carefully
in their pockets.

The train made a stop every three or fonr
miles to load with mahogany and other timber
and fruit. At Choloma, reached al noon, we
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took a breakfasl of actual luxuries. On we
went again, making slow progress all afternoon
long. Tt was not that the train did not make
good time while in motion, but that the inces-
sant stopping to load kept us back. It was
extremely hot in the cars. Not a breath of air
blew throngh. We sat {liere, moist and help-
less, until the end. The day drew toward iis
close. We began to pass little lagoons. At
last a pause. We were at Puerto Cortez. But
we did not get ont. The train would go
down another mile. It went down. It came
to a final stop. We got out. There, close at
hand, was the Hotel Biraud, a comfortable-look-
ing place. And yonder, that which I had not
seen for over a year, softly swaying, far-
stretching, the measureless meadows of blue—
of the sea! '

VI

A REBUMI,

A good rider, well mounted and unhindered
with luggage, which it is always well to send
on o day or two, or even three, in advance, can
make the trip {rom Tegucigalpa to San Pedro
easily as follows :
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Tegucigalpa to Proteccion.. ..o 0 first day.
Proleccion to Comayagua. .. ... ... ..., sceond day.
Comayagua bo Cuevas, ... vnnt third day.
Cuiovas to Mlambur................... fourth day.
Miambur o Santa Civa. . ..ol fifth day.
Banfa Cruz to Pinto. . ... ... ... ... ... sixih Qay.
Pinto to SanPedro ....... . ... .....5cventh day.

As the crow flies, the distance from ecapital
fo coast. is not, of course, anything like the
distance to be covered in riding up and down
and around the tremendous mountains and
wonderful valleys which lie between the inte-
rior and the sea.

I, myself, hampered by luggage and scrvant
afoot, spent nine nights en ronte—-one ol which,
at Comayagua, being unnecessary.

My journey was divided as follows:

Tegucigalpa to roadside house before

reaching Tamard. ..o eas. first day.
Roadside house to Lus Flores... .. ... .. .second day.
Las Floves to Comayagwea. ............. third dey.
In Comayagnd...covineinviiiinn.,. fourth day.
Comayagua to Cuevas. ...... e . .fifth day,
Cucvas to near Miambur. .............. sixth day.
From ncar Miambur to Sants Cruz de
CXojon. e T seventh day,
Banta Cruz de Yojoa to near Carncol. .. .eighth day.
Near Caracol bo Pinto................. ninth day.

Pinto to San Pedro. ... iat tenth day.
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The places through which we passed were:
Tamard, Proteccion, Las Flores, San Antonio
al Norte, Comayagna, Sabana Larga, Cuevas,
Miambur, Youre, Santa Cruz de Yojoa, Sosoz,
Rio Blanco, Potrerillos, Carncol, Pinto, Cham-
elecon, San Pedro Sula.

It would be absurd in anyone to pretend that
making « trip of little less than three hundred
miles in the saddle, with only the rdest shelter
at night and small chance of obtaining proper
food, is o trifling undertaling. It looks easy
enough on paper, perhaps, but put into execu-
tion, the plan is somewlhat more formidable.
One should endeavor, of course, to get good
animals; not so mueh spirited and handsome
Deasts as those with easy gaits, sure-footed,
and likely to Lold cut well to the end. One
should travel as light as possible. Do not load
yourself down with potted meats that will mix
themselves up with other articles most unac-
countably, once the tins are opened; loaves of
bread to get slale at once, and the like—1
mean, if you wish to go throngh in quiclt time.
if you are in no hurry, and have an idea ol
camping out, it is diflerent.

Jarry a nice cloth hammock, that will not
talke up too much room and that will not need
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a blanket to make it absolutely comfortable,
If you want o blanket over you, carry one not
too large. Take a flask of brandy along, but
do not drink it uniess you getf wet and chilled.
Take o gourd to drink out of, and carry some
small change, averaging two reales for every
place you expect to stop at. Do not lose
courage when the posada people tell you “No
hay.”” Be persistent, and use a greal deal of
politeness.

Do not bry to kill chickeus with stones; thelr
owners will get angry and yeluse to cook them
for love or money.

American dralts and Awmerican money, gold
and bills, bring a premium of about fwenby-live
per cent.  You can sell your draffs higher at
the port than at the interior.

There are two good banks in Tegucigalpa.

It is not a bad idea to take your own saddle
with you. For a lady, indeed, it is necessary
to do s0; otherwise she will probably be obliged
to ride one of the left-sided saddles of the
country, which are very awkward and uncom-
Tortable. _

Summer garments and broad-brimmed sum-
mer hats should be remembered.

There are very good old-school physicians in
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Honduras, but people who believe in homaeop-
athy shonld take along their liftle medicine-
cases Treshly filled. A fimely remedy of this
sort may prove of jnestimable value in case of
sudden illness. Put with proper care of one-
self one may enjoy, uninterruptedly, the best

of health in Honduras.






APPENDIX.
GENERAL INFORMATION,

Honduras is the second in size and fourth in
population of the five Central American Re-
publies.

Name.—Honduras, signifying great depths
or profundities.

Area.—Forty-seven thousand and ninely-
two sguare miles.

Geographical Posilion.-—In the mnorthern
part of Central America, between 13° 10" and
16° north latitude, and stretching from 83° to
89° 45" west longitude.

Boundaries.— Nortly, Caribbean Sea and
Gull of Honduras; easf, Caribbean Sea and
Republic of Nicaragna; south, Republic of
Nicaragua, Gulf of Fonseca, and Republic of
Salvador; west, Republics of Salvador and
Gnatemala.

Topography.—Grandly mountainous; coun-
try traversed by the Cordilleras, connecting the
Sierra, Madre with the Andes. Toward the
coasts the mountains die away into gently roll-

ing hills. The principal valleys are in the
Ci87) .
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departments of Comayagua, Gracias, Santa
Barbara, Yoro, and Olancho.

Principal Rivers.—The Guayape or Patuca,
Guayambre, Ulua, Chamelecon, Sulaco, Cho-
luteca, Aguan, and Agalta.

Lokes.—Yojoa, in the department of Sania
Barbara.

Islands.—Tigre Island, in the Gulf of Fon-
secn, and the Bay Islands, off the north coast.

LDorts.—Pacific side: Amapala, on Tigre
Island, San Lorenzo, and La Brea. Atlantic
coash: Omoa, Puerto Cortez, Trujillo, and
Ceiba. |

Depariments. — Tegucigalpa, Comayagua,
Paraiso, La Paz, Infibuca, Choluteca, Santa
Barbara, Copan, Gracias, Yoro, Olancho, and
Colon.

Principal Cities and Towns.—Tegucigalpa,
the capital; Comayagua, the old capital; Yus-
caran, Santa Barbara, Trujillo, San Pedro
Sula, and Amapala,

Climate.—Hot on the coast lands; mild and
even af the interior.

Language.—Spanish.

Means of Traveling.—On horse or mule-
back, or in ox-cart. From Puerto Cortez
inland thirty-seven miles fo San Pedro Sula
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is a railrond, which is to be continned up to
the capital, later on. _

Population. —Honduras entire, about 400,-
000; Tegucigalpa, 15,000; Comayagua, 10,000.

Principal  Lotels. — Tegucigalpa: lotel
Americano, Berlioz & Co., proprietors; Hotel
Aleman-Americano, Pablo Nehring, proprie-
tor; Hotel Vicne, Ilotel Centfro-Americano.
Comayagua: IHotel Americano. Sabana-
grande: Iotel Sabanagrande, José M. Mejia,
proprietor. San Pedro Sula: Hotel Centro-
Anericano, L. Seiffert, manager; International
lotel, A. Wernle, proprietor. Puerto Cortez:
Hotel Biraud.

Transportalion and Mining Agenis.—Pes-
pire:  Messrs, Jurdon & Medina.

Steamship Lines.—Pacific Mail, touching
bi-weekly at Amapala; Machcea Bros. Line,
between New Orleans and Puerto Cortez, three
steamers per month, Macheca Bros., New
Orleans; De Leon & Alger, agents at Puerto
Cortez. IHonduras & Central American Steam-
ship Comspany, Williams & Rankin, New
York; J. D. Mirrielees, agent, Puerto Cortez.
Steamers Aguan and llondo, touching at
Puerto Cortez and Trujillo, from New Yorlk,
Boston, and European ports.
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Seasons. — Verano, or dry season, lasting
from November to May; invierno, or wet sea-
son, lasting from May to November.

TABLES SIIOWING TEMPERATURE OF DRY STASON AND WET
) ELAHON.

Locality, Tegucigalpn, west longitude 87 107, north lat-
itade 147 157, Altitude, 8,200 feet nbiove sen-leval.

Feoreaiy, 14589,

Date. l Minimuin. Maximum. Notes.
7 ’ 5" Ir, 81° 1,
8§ 5 6P 80" . Weather fuir and pleasant.
13 62° %{" Bo*° %:
86" It 83° I, v
11 89° . 83° . }T\- ights cool.
%3 gzr) IB; .r?gc —}:: % Full moon.,

Qcronre, [HR).

Date, Minimum. Muxinwuu. Holes,

i1 66° In. 6T I,
12 64" IF. 60 10,
13 68” I, 79° I8, Rain during lte evening.
14 67° 1, w8° I Rain during the evening,
15 65° 18, 8
16 44” P, eI
w 65" It 7T I
18 G4° . T F. Rain during the evening,

Advice o Strangers.—Wear summer cloth-
ing; bring light overcoats and wraps for the
interior; travel as lightly as possible, with small
steamer trunks, in pairs, each weighing the
same; eat no fruit forafortnight alter arriving;
avoid getting wet and chilled; provide yourself
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with o good rubber clouls that will not open in
[ront wilh the wind.

SOME STANISII WORDS

Used in this hook, and some which the traveler
will lear and should understand, and their
definitions:

Gringo (Mondurns word).. .........Foreigner,

Frijoles {frecholays). oo oo nis Black henns,

Tortillas. ..........................Thin calkes madeof corn,
Quese (kayso).....................Clecese,

Pan...oooo oo, .. -...Bread.

" Mantequilla (mantaykeya). ......... Butter,
Quicro (keeayro)........... e T wish,
CNanlo . oo e e e 1Tow much?

Chnnto vale (ewanto valillic). .. ... ... Howmuch does it cost?

Camino{cameena), .. ... ninn ... Road,
Lejos Qayhos). ..o oo, Har,

Cerea (sairea), .. 0o oo e, Near.

Agui no mas.. ... Right here.
Como nol. . e i aas Of eourse.
Muevos (wnjvos) .................... Egps,
Pollo (Poyo). v cvveiei it Chicken.
CRAINC, o e oe v e earnsianreana. ... Meal,

Café {cahfay). ...t Coflee.
Leche (layehay) oo Milk.

Bouipaje (ekkypahy).......... ... Tuggage.
Baules (bab-ooles).................. Tronks.
Taraguas. .. ...t IR Umbrells.
Posada. .« o ovnran i Lodging.
Hamacannaka). .. ..ooo oo I1ammocic,
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Comida
Almuerzo (llmoonirzm
Bodega
Pan dadee.......... .

Macho . oo o

O JIGNDURAS.

Dioner,
Breakfast.

. Warehouse,
. Coflee-cake.
Cale nuaale.

Pomgaooveooo i v ivs oo o Puabs
Tmig:r..(trfg:l)‘ e e e DBring.

QUEta. oo e Take away.
Calentnra..........co. covonn.. ...Tever,
Catarro......... e e Cold in the head.
Frio............ ... Coldd.
Calor............... .. Heat.

L0 T O £ 1114
Algo..ooooii L e e Something,
[luvia (yuveea). . oo oo oo, Rain,

Va & lover (va & yovaind........ ... It is going to raiw.
Cansado (cansahdo).. ... 000 Tired.

Tengo luunbre (tergo alunbray). . ... T am hungey.
Tengosed.................. ..Fum thirsty,

Un vaso de agna.... ... . A glass of water.

Huy? (pronounced I). . ... ... ... ..
8i, hay
No hay....
Alacran
A guardiente

Muy earo
Machete
Soy Americano

Estoy cansado

Dinero (deenaire) . .. ..., ..

Ia there? .
Yes, there s,
There isn't any.

..2corpion.

Brandy.

Very dear.

Big kuife.

I am an American,
T nm tired.

.. Money.
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Abora (alrorn). ... .1, viiiiases. . Now,

Mozo... oo i it ...Guide or servant.
Bestias. .. ... L e Animals.
Quicrofr.......... ... ..., I wish to go.
Mastarde. .. ..., ... il Later,
Tegueigalpa (Tay-goo-ci-gal’pa). . ...

Ies, hombra. ... ... ... e Wcll, sir.
IMombre ! ... ... oo ool Man alive!

-NOMENCLATURI.

The following interesting remarks npon the
names of Mosquito, have been published by Dr.
Antonio R. Vallejo in the latest census of
Ilonduras:

The nome of the important town of Iriona, where is the
enslernmost custom-house in this republic, I8 from #vd, Lhorn,
aml onee, oue, or “* oue thorn™

Madis, ig the name of ihe devil worshiped by the Waiknas,

Cropunto is o Waikna village on thie bank of the Guayape.
11 was founded by the Payas many yenrs ago. The name is
suid 10 be a corruption of the Boglish word eraigfish joined
1o the Spanish punte, n point.  The naine significs ** erawifish
point,” and describes properly the ﬁoint, or clay-bank, near
which is the villnge landing. It is more than likely, however,
that the nume is {from eraw, crayfisl, and #née, hole, from
the Waikna Janguage,

Many years ago, & chief of the Payas, named Butuco, was
established neor thie wouth of the River Guayape, calied Ly
LEnglish-speaking people the “ Patool.” It is enasy to sce that
the latter is o corraption of the name of the old Paya.  Sefior
Vallejo says: ** Jocomacho, or Tocomacho, i8 said by some to
huve come {from the English plirasc *took maleh.” Others
elieve, and this is more probable, ihat this name ia taken
from a Befior Camucho, whose family still exista there,” Tt
ig said that Sefior Camacho was jestingly called by the Eng-

13
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lish *“the Duke of Camacho,” amd Lhat this title gradually
became ** Dukomacho,” aud finally ** Jocomucho.”

“Cusuna’ is the Carib name of the fish ealled dormildn in
Spanish. The village of (,.usum has twe hundred and twenty-
five inhabitanis,

Caratasen is o Waikna name for (urlago Lagoou, and sig-
nifies © bigalligator.”  ILis from earq, alligator, awl Lo, big,
aned should be writton * Carplara”

Sangre-laya comes from the Waikna words sengre, a moth,
andd eegee, const, and means “° the coast of the moth.”

Guayape is sald to be from guayoepin, a robe worn by
Indian women, amd ig the proper name for the great river
which, risibng in the mountain ranges surrounding Concordia,
flows across the Valtey of Lepagueare, past the city of Juticalpa,
capital of the large department of Olancho, through the greal
Valley of Catacamas and the vast Pluin of Mosquito, to enpty
into the Caribbean Sea. Not far from the sea, the Guayape
divides, the main chanaoel flowing o in a northeasterly direc-
tion, and the smaller one going northwest (o Brus Lagoon,
This minor channel is called 7onire, seed of the anuato, and
wmirra, toward the botlom.
 Ualpa-anta is an isolafed mountain ngainst which the Gua-
yupe washes, At ity base s o Jarge seithunent where the rb-
ber gatherers meet to buy goods and get deunk, once or Lwice
anyenr. The name is from the Sumo words sadpa, rock, aud
tanda, flat, . )

Ualpa-ulbun, or ** rock written on,” or earved, is itself abiout
two days paddling above Uslpa-tanta, and is an interesting
archeeological study,

Vaxma, the n:mu1 ol aseliloment om (he Guayape, signilies
*“the ery of hawk.'

Uampy, the namae of ene of the morve lmpmlant tributar ies
of the Guayape, means ““the upper pard, the head,” It is also
the name of the Guava.

Tlhere is a river whicl flows inlo the Guayape from the
south, and is called Amac-uns-—the river of honey-bees. A
other tributary is cnlled Aca-uas—water of tobacco; a thivd is
the Uas.presui—swift-running waler.  IFarlher up-strenn the
Cuyumel comes in.  The Sumos name it the Inglka-unipa-uly,
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or the fish-rock place. The River Sdji (pronounced soohe) flows
into the River Segovin; it gets its name from the Toaca word
sug, a grindstone or saudstone,

Up the Planiain River is the Pago town of Sixatara. Size,
hanana, and frere is < big”

The Sambo hamlet of Urang has the same name as i3 given
to the alligator, *' cacan.”

Tilbalacca Lngoon gets ibs name from the fact that & purty
of Waiknns once killed & 8ba, tapir, in its waters, and build-
ing o fire heneath a large lecee, locust tree, huig the flesh of
their prey on the branches Lo cure in the simoke.

The rather pretty Waikna nome for the pleasantly Savored
little miden plantain is wiéel-silpa, literally little sweet, or
honey-little; that is, Mitle honey.

IMPORTATIONS OI' MERCHANDISIE,

The following is a list of merchandise im-
ported into Honduras during the economic
year 1887-88: _
' FIRST CLASS.

FRLEE OF DUTY.

: Pounds,
4 P 249,258
T T A 2,821
B LT i 38,3160
Oats...ovvennionnnn, et eaea 1,356
Emply barrels. ... or o o i e e, - L3816
Pumps . ..o v i e 1,310
L3]S 30,247
Cartsand coachos, . oo v i i ieiiinne as 10,203
PIping . ceen e e e 4,003
G, e i e b e e e (58,224
1 - 2,005

Torrestrinl spheres oo oo i e 61
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Beans ..
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Empty demijohns. ..o il

Flour . ...

Printing machines ... ... .o il

Prinled bo

Apples. ..
Marble. ..

ORE . i e e

......................................

.......................................

........................................

POl oas . e e
Y
Stonotanks ...t i e i aa s

Empty sac
Common s

Zinc iiles,
Stone jars

8 2
)

.......................................

Freshograpes ..o iiiiiiianins tiiiniiiieeuss
Vegelables.. oo i i e a e

.......................................

SECOND CLASS,

DUTY, TWO CENTE FER POUND,

Linseed-otl ... oo e e
Turpenting ..o e

GAlassware
Castor-oil

.......................................

.......................................

Tar...........

Pounds.

45,794
4,618
9,896,149
410

9,869
107

2,239
64,170
108,764
4317
489
66,895
208

830
19,671
435,506
17
70,288
140

54
42

-1 &1

3,618,211

Pounds,

6,618
4,833
222
19,021
8,989
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Tounds.

ST S R R R R 228,968
L) 120 )1 [ 20,873
IMERErR]l WAlEE oo et s e e 4,571
BEATCI & et e et e e 1,077
Sulphuric aeld. .. oo i 3,306
Codlver-0] o ov e i et eei et iar e 4,855
esinous oil. ... .. O 1,061
Sieel, .. ..... e e e e er e am e r 7,088
C Almond-oil.......... et 4,137
COtbon (FPA™) <o vvi it s s 105
Temp-8eeid. o oo iiiivns ceirin sieanees e 305
| CA3 1)1 TP S hld
LTt FiL:) PP SR 14,002
Broaehes. v ve e e vt rrar et eaa e 36
£ 7o) DU g 60
Advertising DICLITOS. .o ov i n oy e ciessaianes 1,017
TromBndle. o v ittt it m i e 80,304
ChTOmOS. o vvrvecnnennas e [ 24
BOOL, « v v v vt e e et e ie e e 427,938
Chnllk in powder. 2. o0 ovenntn et 23
S (a7 T U P G 128
Glassware. ... .. DR (X
LN [ 0T c PP 83,345
(870 i 77+ PP RN 22,987
Tron BOI TS, o oo st ottt aia i e caar s 10,088
JE2: 3 (1) © 1,284
B R R [ J AN 3,060
PeniOlderS. v e oo e e e e r e e e 24
Cacno. . veieevrenaeans von et e aeiaraaas . 6,308
Blac WK, oo i i e e 21
Bedsteads. .. ov .t it ittt st 6,108

Copper sheel. .o oove voiiiv i e 8,056
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S T AN ) [ b PP

Heavy paper{earloun). ....ovvireiianiiiiin iy

Gluc...ooveivn ot
Carbonateof soda. ... veis
DFnamile. . . o.vvn vt e
BBOOMIS. + vttt iv e e e e
Bhieets 0f ZinC. . oottt s
Inferior fibre ...t viir et s ne e
Secott's mulsion. ..... e et aeaieae e
Glass Dotldes, .. ..... ...

Blone fIEUres ..o v e
Crackers. oo vt i i o Ceies e e

Bheets Of LItk . oot i it iertiar i
Manufaclured fron. . ..o oo i .

COMIMON BORP . « v vuvrremveeanianrvas s e
Books in blank. .. ... oiiiiiri i re e
Ordinary poreelain wase, oo
Sealing-wax........ O

) DT e ¢ A e

Hops.........s

TR 130D JA
Seed-planters. . ..o i e e
Ropesof allkinds ..o n
Common machetes (brush hooks). .. ...

J ey T, VAU

MAckerel. oo e e e e
Axehandles. .. iu i e i e s
Grinding-slones. .. ...ovoiin i

otnels,
243
160
172

G0
6,100
2,463
31

712
2,611
16,066
252
75,503
15,671
425
5,074
68,009
860
16,692
280,287
3,363

171,160

162
596
430

13
74,259
237
11,542
21,217
13,146
3,755
1,202
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Floctvic machines. ... ce e i et i o van i sanans

B CTt 11 1 WP

Sewing-machines. ... ...,
Smoothing-irons. . .......
Shovels........ . U

.........................

Forosere Gl e o oo e e e v

Plow points............
Copying-presses.. .......

Salt fish.... .. ........
Potash........ «.oooen,
Sleel pens....o.oov oo

Mals P

.......................

.......................

.......................

Earthen jugs.. oo e e

Scales. o oi i e v

Tnvelopes....... s

L T S GO Ceena

India-rubbler siainps

........................

I T O N

Bacon.......covvevnan.
Writing-ink.. ...........
Iron tacks..............
Tvom scrows, ... oo ...
Writing utensils.........

Wines. . ... ..

Vincgar .......

.........................

/

....................

........................ ’

199
Pounds,
1,923
13
1,121
35,0065
12,730
13,740
207,130
818
514
18,631
81,392
1,465
2,068
145
207
10,381
357

Hb
1,653
1,272
Vi)
11,777
7,269
529

76

515
17,52t
7,309
1,298
1,382
619,953
9,434
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Trounids,
Chemicals for preseeving hides. oot 906
Glasses and glassware. ... oo iiinin i 23,145
171 S AU 2,903,138
THIRD CLASS.

DUTY, FOUIt CENTS PER POUND.
Poumla.
Fish-hooks. . oo e 825
0§ < VU 9,920
Tron vings. oL i e e 15
AMICEMA, . ... o e e s 245
ZINe WiFC. .. ot i [P 34
Indigo., .o i e e 26
AIMONAS. . .t it e e 435
Copper Wire,oovovvvenen .t e e 32
Pails o e e 2,910
T 432
Empty trupks, oo e 19,807
Vornish. . oonoiiinon s 841
T, 4 J O 962
Gluss candlosticks. .. ... et o 660
001 JOCKS. « oot e 411
Confectlomery. ..o i voii e 31,485
PadlunS . s cer e it ey 1,437
THR SPOUNS. . e ev e v e e e a e 390
Saddie CIotR. . ove et a e 211
Coppernails. ... coiirn i e 1,618
Copper candbesticks. .. ... 53
Cupsules for bottles. ... .. .. e 20
Maltresses. .. .ovviveinnn s e g
ThImbBles. . . e it e e ey 331
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Founds,
Porcelain figures............ ... . e e 240
Macaroni. . . oo o s e e i eee s 12,254
I S 1 89,907
Crystallized froit ... .0 oo i e 213
Tin plates ..o e 5,082
IS, e et e e e aaeaiaaaaa el
BT 514 TS NG 5
Lamps. . . et 11,508
Rawwool............ .o e 154
i ) 128
BRuEIES « v e e e e - 18
Vegetalles. o .o v i 1,560
Fincerockery. .. oo et 27
D51 T 7Y R 26,563
Lard . e et aa e 64,788
B AR ] €% v { FA 1,105
Ammuuibtion ....... . o i e e, 2,789
JVElS. ot e i i e e e s aaareaa 106
NS e icir e ey e 559
T L UGN 2,103
LS TR Ve Tl 13,152
Wrlling paper ..o r e i heiiii s TR 49,688
CIgaTelfC-PaPET v v e v i b 20,765
. it a s e e i s e e 2,768
P11 155 SO 166
B L33 1 Bo
Lo LR b TR O i8
) AT T - 2 7,844
e Rt 111 P, - 118
L T S 10,915
R DU 1,522

Bardines . . .vi e e e 28,609
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Pomnls.
QUENIIE « v vt e 178
[0 [T | AU N R 24
Ptensils forlamps. .. .o e i e 378
- Copper whensils .. ..o e 112
Candles . .ooiivienonine ianar i e e 89,427
Boltsavd hinges . ..o v i 607
033 Y AU 476,300
FOURTIT CGLARS.

DUTY, LIGHT CENTS PER POUND,
Ponuds.
7 4 L RO 627
R 312715 v A 1,903
Scented Walers. . oot i e e 28,167
AW . e e 144
7 411 - T GO0
BUIPHUL e e e e 908
Crystullized candics. ..o 4
ANDIINEE ot e it e e 15
BlackiBg oo ver i e e 2,358
Sacking. o e 1,978
Bilinrds. . coviniiiiianennnnn e e 3,135
R SR . o v e e ot et e e e 2,116
Cloves. .- ... et e e 265
[T % SO OO 108
Cuminsead ..o i e e e 3,720
Pasteboard boxes .......... e e 2,180
(85750703 ¢ 1)+ NP 2,074
Preserved Provisions, .. ... iiiii i iiiiiena 33,528
Common knives, .. .con i i e 1,807
Cherryeordinl, vt o i e 20
Powdered cubebs ... oo v oo Y

Champagne. .....coooveniinin e 4,728



IMPORTATIONS OF MERCITANDISE. 2083

Pounds,
Chocolale . ....... e e e 2,434
Glnss fruit dishos. . o vt e i i e s 30
I R e T 0,018
OF-CIOLh o e i e i s 1,649
Imagesand plates. .. ..o coovvin e O b
Blank labels, .. ..o o o i 63
Refined sulphur. ..o vn i e 2638
Malches.... .. e e e e e 37,992
Manufactured rubber. ..o o i e 45
QY IUDS. -ttt iet n e i e e 3,105
Canvas and duek.. ..o i e ... 80,870
Condensed milk. . oo et ii s B,348
Cantied SAUSLAEL. .o v ie ot s e e 137
Trinted 1USIC .0 oo o rvs et e 00
oL L LU o T AP 10
PAPCT « e e i e s 66
T LT T 4,235
T S 2,820
=15 - S G 17,884
S PAPEr et e s 207
Blug-stone . ............, S Y 12
Portraits. . o i s ity 876
T 12 TG M 1,484
Sulphate of iron............ e e "0
Sausages.. ..ooven. s et e e e aa e P ]
Sulphate of copper. ... e i 31
Bottle CotKS. oo vt e 1,029
Wireeloth.........oovaauns e 120
O T T+ cn 2 T OO . )
)T PR UG 1"
Vermouth .. ..o e 14,084

Total. oo v e e e - 260,692
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-FIFTII GLASS.

DUYY, TWELVE CENTS I'ER I'CUND.

Accordeons ..o i
Cotton-seed oil N
Pingand BOoKS. . «ooevene i
Roseoil.,.eevvnnnns [P

Calf leather. .

BriShes. . o v vr e e ieis cer b e

Hemp canvas.
Cotton thread

Dumb-waiters. ... .. T
Bed-tieking. . o oo e
Chinese fArewWorks .« e i o et saairatranae s
Coltonr FibDONS. Lo i i e e

Fishing-ucts. .

Glass Beads. v vre o v e it s

Patent leather

Cotton drills. . ......... R
Mouth Harmonicss. . .ovr.ircnecriassaairiasoisa

Gypsum figur
Cotton blankets
EE Ty et A0 1 TP
Gum arabic.......... e
Colton Clotl .o ver i e e e e

Cotton thread

[ R R}

...................................

e P

L R I I A B R

..................................

Tounda,
3,904
572
1,199
860
716

9

<
¥

1,047
397
268
415

8%

5,085

2,200
710

5,244
100

10

44
87,920
1,183
27,670
645

n
[

3,694
51

571
46,603
33,194



IMI'OUTATIONS OF MURCITANDISE,

Musical Inglruments, c e vveiriia i R
Surgiceal instrumenis... .. .o e
B R
Perfumed SOAD. covv v e v i e
Bird-cames .. e
Liquor-staimtdls. oo v e
Whilecolton, . ........... ...,

Madapolim. oot ivs e ircnae it irea e
Launp-wicks . oot i i e
Tublecloth and napkins.. ..o iiriiiiies,
Mana . o e e
Playing-cards....... ...,

Colion cloth (olfn). ....... et
HoOKS. . vur v variaeii i rannananes e
S AP0 (T3] 0 AN PN
Tanmed leablier. oo viine e iany e
Cotton umblirellas. ..o
WAl PAPOY « v ee vt i i
Dusters (feather). .. .. e .
Cotton alin . .. ove et e va vt
Cothon PArSOlS. . v v ve e cor i r et
1312 e 1 1 P

BIXTIH CLASS.
DUTY, EIGIUTEEN CENTS PLR TOUND.

Fass beads. . coon oo i iri it waas
Photographic apparabus. ...oooeov e v

205
TPounds.
3,107
19
7,760
2,107
169

L]
457,197
45,714
118

92

3,518
959
496

5,680

5,694

1,405

84

823,614

Pounds,

8,203
168
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PO OIS . e e ve e v riiemanr e iaaan s ingisnarvrnn

LT BT [V T O PR
Brillantinmm. o o oe e e v vie v caccascan e

Walking-canes. .. - oo oo den i e
Colton undershirts ..o it i i
Poenlnives o v e s aeana
Lineneloth. . .ooov v v IEESETTIE T

. Colton material, .. ....... .. e e
Cotton dEAWEIS « vt e v ar i e anmiann s aas

Glags beads (cuentas de widrio). . ..ooovico e
B0 0] TP

Collon socks and stockings. ..o oo vvi i

1200 Y- P TR

Riding-whips ..........000
Pireworks......ovveeuv e v ire e aa e

Floctaie DADAS oo et v v e it e

Syringes .. ..eniienan e ibeeaee s aearan e
Cottom EIOWES. (oo i iivei e
French prints. ... vvnnr i iianariiinraaaeny
Lotteries .ooovvnninannt

Machotes and KOITES. . . evverarn e oeminereeesinns
Fineglass pearls ......oooveveninronnss

P LTiT s NP N
Nutmegs v eeseeseeeiniinns Ciarraeians s
Lamp-shades . .ovovvenineiirennre i inaaisareaany
OVETAIIS. - o e e s vn et e e e e e e e b e
Painting brushes .......oooiiieiniiiiin,
| LA1T 0 o <Y DU RPN

Pounds.

2,124
i
1,251
165
8,617
1,267
677
212
472
22
6,217
11
10,214
20
187
642

2

851

1
1,671
115
2,182
45
1,006
152
240
40

122
1,937
1,003

869
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Tounds.
N 7] TR T G 1,08%
WaX eandles. e i e e e 487
Cotfon priuts........ SRRSO 110,820
Telaho oo oo e 168,817
SEVENTIT ClLARS,

DUEY, TWENTY-FOUR CEXTS PER POUND.
N Pounds,
Arvticles of JUXUry. oot i e 83
Carbolie acitl. o v vt it e it e . 267
Adornments and cotton fringes....... ... Lo 09
Whalabohes oo it e 38
Colbon shirtg. . . e e i iii e 12,782
Cellulotd eollavs and eaf¥s oo oo ons 12
BElop Jawn e e e e 8,085
05 1 =11 S P 3,362
Oilclothh, v i i i e e 1,162
India-rubber oversboes. ..o oo ir s 168
Lidics’ sewing-cases. .. ... oooenvn o ns D e 7
Leaden crosses. .o.oov.n oo e e i8
Volvet TIODOmS. . oo vr s i e 168
Plated spoons. .. vvvi e era i et 4
Tndinrubber necklies. ... e it ir i 2
Cothon COTES. s vttt et et 26
Qoo OB, .ot ti i e ats i 8,068
dascuce Coronadn. .. oo oid o e 542
Yarm...oo.. .. P e v ceraaann 563
Smualcombs. ... PO 1
Meat extracls. ... ..o i e e e 126
Woolen blankets.. ... veecvrcien e v innvaneae... 18,521
R R A oY1 31 7 1 SRR 125

Glazed MUSLHL .« oot e e 11,367



i
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Pounds,
Colored threads, . v v vr i i irinnaianss 170
Chenp Jowelry ..o o oooi i e . 2,432
15 L) AU A 1,486
Stencil-plates . oo e e {30
Metal Jamps .o v oo ii ity i 10
B T PRIt 1 ¢
Thread in SKeiDS....vre canernnnoenonns e 439
PUIKS. e v v i rrr e 1,687
I COCEaATICE. c v v er s stracnrarer s s nmnsrenrs D4
Silkumbrellas.....oo oo e e 941
L TET 1 s P AP 2,233
Cotton handkerchiels.........ovvviiniiiinnainn 14,626
Velvel......oovevnenns e 13,886
Artificial Qower paper ...t il 569
Percale (white muslind. .. oovv v i veniaiiianan .. 2,908
Papehillo. . . verinis i 108
Ready-nade clothing. .. o.ooo oo iiiiaiiii i, 2,008
Mantelelocksa, . coin i vt iian e, 084
Genllemen's HEES. v v v veee i ins e eeinaenneaanes 10,517
Y 1 S 1 - 328
M HermomeleIs, . v i v ci v eir i i i 10
Cotton braids........ . 635
Sarsaparilla (Bobtled).. oo v v i i 189

TOWL e e eeeeeeeeeeaenns. T 161,908

RIGHTII CLASS.

DUTY, TIIRTY CENTB PER FOUND,

: Pounds,
ATDUIIS. . v et sicnnsrsanrarbatarar snnansinannaan 118
Carpets......... e e 188
e TN 0o ) DA DU 8

Braid, . ot ei i i bty 870



INPORTATIONS OF A ERCITANDISE. 209

Pounds.

Poarl Dutions. . v vunr v it rin st i mens e ons 416
Woolen Saslles, oo vrireaar e mii s i e o 4
Linea shirts o vt i e 892
Boote and sh0e8. .o v rrierenranrnir e 23,082
Linen endTs anek eolars, . oo oo iiecriaians a7
Woolen brafds. .. oo i i 18
Cotton Lable-covers. . ..o.veeenn oot e 90
Woolen drwerS. ... e i e i e 32
Clgaretbe-Cases. . o ooi v et 40
Woolen Ilreg. : 20
Tatent cigar-lighlers. .. coociirieiiviianinriaranss 18
Lalcls for BOttles. . oo cv i irrver veareeanreinies 230
Woolen TrINEes. oo s e 17
TV OOLCI CIPB. . o ettt araionn e raa s aaanns 41
Carpet-cloth, .o vovi v i 203
Saddlecleti. v v e e 887
Woolen thread. . ... e e e b e T 462
b1 L3 S TR LRTEERRERS iy
Saddle underelotd. .o v i iir e iiarei i 491
DY AT ) | Y 2,211
Cotlon SIWIS. .. oo e e it i 10,759
JPUTEE s e vt s v cansran et itianaarsararrracrasnn - 105
Jotton embrofdery. ..o e 768
Gentlemen’s ready-made clothing. ..o onnn oo 8,542
N D 1 S . 87
Woolen edglngs. . .o iuriie it e 704
Fancy eards. . .ovvviirniinnnaioes e 218
4 \o] ) F AR P - 47,065

14
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NINTIT CLASS,

DUTY, VIFLY CENTS PER POUND.

APBCI. i e
Fans........

Military trappings. oo oaoi i o
Corsctsand Bolta. ..o e e
(63121 U 1Ty e
S IOE. o ot it e e e .
CUUtArBTIES . e e i e
Carlridges and CHPS. oo i .
Ialters and bridles. ... ... ... ... e
T A T T ) o TSN
Woolen Shirts. . oot e e e s
L oY ) g
BPeClICIEs Lo v v e e
Bponges ... e
1T 1 e e
TADnE] ..t o e e e

] 17101120 < R R R R R
L TTT N S VA
BIUCIASS. .. v o vr et ameeea e mmai s
Merino.,....... e e e
10951 54 A
TREVOIVEIS. + v ene et anare s eeeee e e
a8, s e e e

Suspenders. ... ..v.oaa.s [ .
TOLACCO, oo v e v e iians

Clothing for ladies. . ... e e
Clothing fur BOYS. ««vvveiiin e o e
Beabbards ..o vvevr e i e
ShEEP-SKINS. Lo e e

Tonnds,
339
b

81
H05
7,781
18%
254
1,835
267
430
361
159
153
20
1,715
840
n1v
318
28
1,896
1,300
1,324
09G3
144
4G4
232
02



IMPORTATIONS OF MERCIANDISE. . 211

TENTII CLABS,

DUTY, ETQAIEY CENTS PER POUND.

Pounis.
Woolen comforters. .. oo v e e 159
Collon Gravals. oo e i e . 205
Woolen undershiftts, .ot e 473
Woolen table-cloth. ... o0 i 20
Cigaretles, «o v, v vt i e e 58
Artitical flowers. ... i o e 330
L D TR 11 T O O N wm
Riding-gloves....... ......... ... ... o0 s b
OrmaIneES. . o ie e e e 118
Woolenshawls, . ... N 2,006
Linen handkerchiefs, ..o oii i ol inenn s 150
Tmitation wool handkerehiefs. .. ..........cvevn s, ) 1%
LS 11 1 T 1 132
Igh hals. .. oot o, e 8

Total, o v, e 4,168
BELEVENTII CLASS.

DUTY, OME DOLLAR AND FIFTY CENTS PEIL POUND.

Pounds,
Billiard-bala. .......c..nnnes S Cerne s 21
Silk cravats.. ... ...... e e e 36
Sillk riblion. ... .ccviievn it e 450
Sillk undershirta. .. ..o e e i 53
Muslin caps............... e 208
Rid gloves ..o i e e 92
Fino jewelry. c.ooveui o e 59
LB T T T R TP Q78
L 0 17 S P 02
St Shawls. .o e e e 6,682

Silk handlerchiofs, - oooe et N 848
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Pounds.
Bk muaterial, oo e e e e 2,094

Papama bats. o .. e 183
B ) 3 54

G L OGO | 1711

LIQUORS.

DUTY, SIXTEEN CENTS PER POUND.
Pounda.

AL, . e e e e e e e 2,783
Brondy, oo e e 52,0m
Cordinlg. . ..o i e e 182

B OO 13 2]

DUTY, TWENTY-RIJHT CENT8 LR POUKD.
Pounda.

Alcohol.......o.oooil s 1,038
Aguardiente ......o o0 i U B8LD
Aniseseed Lo e e e e 8,227
T £ 1,728
L 5 4,47
Marasehine, ..o v it e 47
Whisky.oovoinn i e 8,381

Tl 2 vemeeeeereeennsnns DU 97,713



INDEX,

Advice to B ot N Pkl = B R e 190
AGHEUNG, 2o 120
Agu”di(‘]”c [ L R R T N T T T 128

Amapala. . - . D
American IIondm ns Compauy ......................... ¢
A:“n“can N[OIIC_Y- et b iaraaamaaE e 108 184
A LILINCCIIML. . o e s o v o v tranneamte o et naaias s 65
e T 187
B LT DT U 22
L R LT} T P . 107
Bt ies . s e v h et a i tae e b aneaaiana i 187
Buviot] TronslItE « o o cvoveninnnanesrees srtvorrtoesaanans 33
CrlInCh. .y i m s v mrrrnartarnrrrnrrarrnnrarararans 10U
(07T 1 12 ) A A e raraerana. a3
Caratagsea Lagoon. . «.o.oiviiiiiiiiian, e iraraaaiaas 93
(7% 5 o7 T O 114
Clasava Bnake.. . .o o iviirirrerncans ettt aaeeany 117
Cathedral of Comayagus ... oo v iiianiriacecnans 167
Cathedral of Tegucxga] 177 e e . 29
1Y 2 1 P - 4
0.1 L1 102
Corrode JTule . L i e e, 24
Character of Natives ......... e e erra e 108
L 0 T B 35
[0 [ ) 1 37
() T 1% 51 0 S U |
105 1 PSP B3
JOCOATMULS vt L i e a... 125
Coffee. .. e el 12T
COMIAFAEUA. Lttt ittt e s e 184
Comay B . o L i i eraeaaiaa. 25
Jomiortable Diving . . o oo 4%
L 1A K0 3 129
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Pagoe,
L0 F LR T P 171
DHPartIeIbS. oo vr o r e e 148
Duiies, EXPOrt. o couv i e 184
Dutios, Impott. .o oo v e s 1035
Eduacation . P 1411
hlV(l]]c{IelosAngel(s N 1+
Bxportationof Catlle ..o i 139
Fibve Plants . oo o i e e 142
Financial Condition. ... v oie i 104
FOTALC . vev oo i enar e imaeisteicniieenenaneaee.. 14D
Torcign Tebl ..o i e 103
0L 5) - S A 108
Forest Wealth. oo e e 130
Fritzgartner, Dr. Reinhold. ... ... e 30
S 1 2 UG 128
GArTRDELIS. o v e e e 154
Geographicnl Position. ... .. e 187
Government Mintng Burean. .o cou oo 83
GUABILAIRI . s« ot s iee s e cr s i GO
Hdes oo e 141
5 L O 141
Hondures Progress... ... e e e e .30
Houses in Tt,gumgalpa ........................ Ceae L
Hiile. . P £
Impmtallons .................................. e 195
Income and Expendilure. .. .......c.oaih . e 104
Income from Revenues and Customs. ... o0t .. 105
Interocennic Railroad. ... oo oo N 103
Wands. oo 188
Journey trom Amapala to Tegueigalpa. .......... o0 11-25
Journey from Tcgumgﬂlpw to Pucrto Corlez. .. ... . .0 149180
La Leoua. . <+
La Venta 21
7 L O 188
Literary and Scienlific Organizations. ... .............. 110
01 707 ) A 186
7 4 o 1V 133

3 PR B & |
L OIIB s ve et penm mae st taas byt tananace e e 76
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Fnpe.
Meang of Traveling. ..o ... 188
Mevehandise Tmpo:ted during T88T-83. ... oo oo oov 105
ST L L1120 R PP 172
Mining Cup, Ina. oo Ti
Minnge Iodnstey oo 00 P 11 S L
MiningLaws. . oo e e e 84
Morazatn Park. .. cr o e e s 31
DlasOuitine . oo 52
NI ot ottt vt e e s 187
Natural Advimiages .. o i eaee ey 136
TOWEDIPOTS Lot o e e 110
Newmenelature, Mosguilo. oo e e 13
[ LT o) FT AU O 49
8 86
DT Y I 08
Orphans’ TTome. oo i e B 11
People whe should nef go o llenduras. .o oo an
Pospire. o e 11
inole....... b et e e 50
TS 3 Y T 142
Population ... e 102
T S i58
Toslal GOrVitt. . oo e e e 1Ll
Dol Y. e e e 142
President Dogrmn. oo oo Fre e 108
Principal Holela. oo i e 189
Pringipal Mining Compandes. ..o oo, 8540
Principal Cities and Towna oo oo e JER
Proteceton. oo v e Ceeees 161
PublicDebf. ... ...... e s 104
Pucrlo Corter. . ..o o e .. 181
Relighon. .....ooco e Ce e . 103
Rivers, Prineipal. oo, oo e 188
b ber . o e a . 184
Sabana Grande, ..o e e e 22
Sabang Larga.. ... e e 170
Ban Juancilo.n . .o e b4
Ban Lorenzo... oo i o e 15

San Pedeo Sulie . L e 178
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Lago.

Snnka CfUZ. oo v ceiii s e s 175
St LAICHL. . v v evie e et e e .. B9
Sensous...oo.. . e R, PR | T £ ¢ 11
1Tl F U N 141
Socinl Lile in Tegue sg.ll]v.t. P R R T B
Boctely of Anliquities. ..o oo 110
Btampanills o 84
Stesmship Tines. ..o o i 18¢
Qtorfes not to be areditedd .o o 81
BHEAT-RANC. . et e e e 128
L IS o s e i e m e e e 30
U T A PP e 158
Teguelgalpa. ..o 25
Telegraph . .ooov o inn s s e e 1
CTFEMPEILUIC s 33, 190
1 N LT A DU GO 83
el TabWs. o e i e e e 134
Topomeanliy. o e cevn 187
ortllas, oo i s et b e 49
Transportation and Mining Agenis. .. ..... e 189
Traveling with comfort, ... .. oo 153
Uabul.......... e e e e 50
WedinES o iy vt aiiien e cea.. 82
TWhab Lo eab . oe .t o e e e e 4%
What toengogedn.. . oo oo o 120
Wb 60 WORL. . o1 v vreirs vaeeiaaearancraranriansiass 40
Y 05 s v e v e e e aee e e 131
Yojoa............. e e e e 175






