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My Dear Stk :

[ wish to connect this volume with your naue, not vierely becanse
the journeys in Tropical America of which if beary record were
underiaken witk your encouragement and co-operation, but also
becanse Lwenly years of fntimate acguaintance dwring working
fours have unerringly rvevealed the strong fibre of your thay-
acter and the graces of your friendship. It is a pleasure to
make public acknowledgment of the fine qualities of hearl and
mind which all your associates have recognized. Permil me,
my dear siv, o remain, with kigh personal f“egrz)‘d, 2205t faith-

Sielly yours, .
I54A4C N, FORD
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* PREFACE

In making the circuit of Tropical America described
in these pages I was received with uniform kindness
by the representatives of the United States Government
in neacly all the capitals and ports which I visited. It
is at once a duty and a pleasure to acknowledge their
hospitality nidl nid, while it would be manifestly im-
proper to hold them responsible in any degree for the
opinions expressed in this volume. By introducing me
to well-informed men and by many other courtesies
they greatly facilitated my investigation of political
and commercial conditions. I may at least express
gratefully my pressing obligations to Consul Baker, of
Buenos Ayres; to the American Ministers in Lima,
Carfcas, and Mexico; to Consul-General Adamson in
Panama; and to Congul-General Williams in Havana.
I have also to thank Mr. Charles R. Flint and Mr.
Irving King of New York for their courtesy in providing
photographs for four of the illustrations. '

Returning to Cuba while this volume is in press, I
find overwhelming evidence of the successfnl operation
of the policy of commercial union with the United
States and of the development of annexation sentiment.
I am well pleased, however, to leave the chapter on
“The Last Spanish Stronghold” as it was written. If
it be a more conservative view of the Cuban guestion
than the facts now seem to justify, I shall not be ex-

A4



vi PREFACE

posed to eriticism for exaggerating the importance of
the annexation movement. _

I have sought to exercise sobriety of judgment in
commenting upon recent revolutionary movements in
Brazil, the Plate countries, and Chili, and also in de-
scribing the travesties on repullican government enacted
in Colombia and Venezuela. Administrative corruption
and military usurpation arve the vices of Spanish-Ameri-
ean civilizntion ; bub it has nlse grent virtues — notably
flexibility in dealing with inferior races, a genuine love
of country, and energy in the development of industrial
resources. There is vastly more to admire than there
is to censure in the Southern half of our Continent.

I. N. I7,
Havawa, December 7, 1892,
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TROPICAL AMERICA

|

A VOYAGE TO RIO

SHORT NOTICE FOR A LONG JOURNXY — A CARGO OF

JONAHS — 8T, TIIOMAS AS A NAVAL BTATION -— LIGHTS'
AND SHADOWS OF WEST INDIAN NISTORY — OQLIMPSES
or MARTIN_IQUE AND DBARBADOES — BRAZILIAN COAST
TOWNSE — EVOLUTION 0OF NATIVE COSTUMES-——-CI:IARAC-
TERISTICH OIF RIQ DE JANTIRO

For a journey around Tropical America I received
the short motice of forty-eight hours. The summons
came as the sequel to the lncky twirl of a penny. The
revolution in Brazil had occéurred on the 15th of No-
vember, 1889, but for three days the press despatches
had been meagre and unintelligible. One afternocn,
as I was sitting at the reading-table of one of the
pleasantest editorial roows in New York, an associate
exclaimed, “Somebody ought to go to Brazil hy the
first steamer!” The prospect of a long voyage in the
tropics opened an attractive vista hefore eyes that were
weary of looking at the four walls of the same roém
after twenty years of office rontine. I am ready,™
was my quick response, “unless you wish to go.. Or
shall we flip a penny for it?” Laughingly we agreed -
that the winner was to sail for Rio de Janeiro, while

1




2 ' TROPICAL AMERICA

. the loser was to present the case to the editor and
obtain leave of absence and an adequate letter of credit.
~ The penny came to me. The loser was as guod ag hig
word in arranging the details, but serious argnment was
not required; for without our knowledge the editor had
already decided to send a correspondent and had ascer-
tained that a steamer was to sail for Brazil on the 20th,
The lucky penny removed a generous competitor and
enabled me to spend nine months in Tropical America.
The commission was enlarged so as to include a journey
over the Andes from the Plate and a voyage along the
west coast to Pern and Eeuador, and thence by the
Isthmus to Caracas; and another winter found me
again in the West Indies on the way to Mexico and
Central America. o
- Warse fortune can hefall a traveller than to start on
& circuit of Tropical America without a longer warning
than forty-eight hours. Panic-mongers will not have
time fo alarm him with forecasts of pestilence and
imprisonment in quarantine. Ile will not study routes,
nor make elaborate plans, but will be content to drift
with the languid courses of travel in Mafiana lands
where Yankee energy is only weariness to the flesh.
He will set out with a light equipment and not have
leisure for collecting a travelling library. Nine monthg
in Tropical America have convinced me that my great-
est stroke of luck, after the turn of the penny, wag the
short notice for the journey. I started without useless
baggage, and being dependent wholly upon my own
observations was nnder no obligation to verify the im-
pressions of bool-writers. Foreign countries and ruces
were my only books, and I had at least an American
pair of eyes with which to read them. In order to

/ A VOYAGE TO RIO 3

Qerive the largest benefit from such a jc!urney 01.11?, must
(’ lez.s've. behind him prejudices and the'orles, and ._a pr}z;
{ pared to see things as they are, “flthout seekmg- 0
| adjust new facls to preconceived notions, nor to a,ss;nb
I"-‘ late the opinions of old-time bl:fwe-llers. Every t}ahwl;
“‘has characteristic traits and illStlblltl.OI':\S, and the' hlg eij
value of travel consists in the perception -of ?he']r mgml-
icance. Bvery race has elemcnts o.f genius In its 01}:«.1 ;-
zation and there is something in 1’5? experiefice whio (;
can be made helpful to nations differing fror.n it in oreltla.
or in breed. If one wishes not on.ly to increase }13
stock of facts, but nalso to learn their real meaning, ho
st not be encumbered, when he travels, with theories,
his own or other men's. Otherwise he eannet b.eoom-e
a free conduit for commuuicating the freshe?,t 1ntell'1-
gence and the hest influences of other cou‘ntnes. to hz;
own. If ho begius by taking Dr.. Johnson's a.dvmle n.nt
divesting his mind of eant, he w111' be a more to elar11
eritic of men, institutions, and alien forms of ecivili-
mt’;;?c steamer Advance, after leaving New Yorl, ran
into Newport News to coal for the long voyage amd to
receive its full complement of passengets. ‘There were
twenty refugees from a northern wintes til!fl}lg Passagz
for Barbadoes ; thore was a group of Brazilians b'nun .
for Rio ds Janeiro, one of them an ardent Republican;
there was an American dentist with'a, drove of Ken-
tucky horses consigned to the Argentine; t-h.ere was an
agent of an electric plant company, plann}ng mzi ex-
tended busiticss tour in the Plate cc?t:}ntries and Iin
Brazil ; there were two American f.a.mlhes ﬁdget-mg &
month in advance over the possibilities of qual:a.n_t;ne at
Montevideo; there was an ardent young Spaniard from
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La Plata, doomed to fall desperately in love with the
prettiest of the American girls booked for the Wind-
ward Islands; and there was a large company of Pres-
byterian missionaries, including the moderator of - the
© Brazilian Synod, several young ministers, with Portu-
guese to cram on the voyago, and two charming and
intoelligont ludics, tonches in the ’rotestant schools of
S8o Paulo. A long cruise was before us, and the re-
sources of a shipload of passengers gave promise of
varied entertainment and relief from weariness of the
sea. :

“Too many Jonahs!” was an exclamation frequently
‘heard on the ship during the next month of constant
“detention and laborious progress. At the outset arose
an unexpected complication, for which the preseme of
s0 large a missionary force could not be theld account-
able even by the most superstitious sailor. A few hours
before the steamer was to sail the sharp report of a
pistol-shot was heard between decks with sounds of
seuffling and scurrying and angry ories of “ Murder!”
and “Arrest him!”  One of the assistant engineers had
fired upon the chief coak, but happily withont effect.
The steward and his force demanded the immediate dis-
charge of tho assailant, but the chief engineer pleaded
with the captain for his retention and was allowed to
have his way. While this' parley was proceeding, the
firomon ook eoumsel Gngothor nnd concluded that it
would bo dangerous for them to work nnder the super-
vision of an intemperate and passionate officer. They
went to their butiks, packed their kits and marched in
singlo file down the gangway-planl, desorting the ship.
While negotiations were pending for securing their

return to duty the assistang engineer made & second .

N
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assault upon one of the steward’s men. The cooks and
cabin-boys at once revolted, and there was a menace of
a second series of descrtions from the steward’s cflepa.rt-
ment. The ehptain forestalled a mutiny- in eabin and
scullery by discharging the turbulent engineer. A raw
fores of untrained coal-heavers was hired, and late in
tho svoning thelship enst off from the wh.m-f nned headad
for the open sea.| A Jonah on land was without repro?,ch
among the marines; but when the voyage was .fzurly
begun the poor/missionaries were chaffed unmereifully,
and threateneci with immersion in the sea whenever
currents Were;’radverse, or the machinery was out of
gedr, or the ship ran aground on a sand-bar or caught
the ebb of the tide in entering port.

The run to St. Thomas was made in six days through
waters of luminous blue steadily deepening in tone and
under a sky in which white clouds were consta:ntly
quickening their fight on the wings of the trade winds.
After the Gulf Stream was erossed a lonely reach of the
sea was entered where there were no birds in the airand
where the sun-baths of porpoises and the pantomime of
flying-fish ceased. Dr. Lane, who had a talent for coin-
ing striking expressions, described it as one of the'deserbs
of the ocean. A very bright and genial companion was
this Presbyterian missionary. For twenty years ho had
been in Brazil preaching in mission chapels and on street
aarnere, printing Protestant trnots and organizing large
and snceessiul schools. A keon conbrovossinlist, he hnd
a rich vein of Irish humor. I do not know how success-
ful he was in translating his jokes into Portuguese, bl}t
thoe merry twinklo in Nis eyes must have informod his
Protestant converts that the solemn earnestness of the
missicnary was overlaid with genial pleasantry. . ‘
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St. Thomas has one of the most picturesque harbors
to be entored in the Wost Indies. At daybreak we drew
nicar the high cliffs at the entrance and caught an entranc-
ing glimpse of the town built on three hillsides with a
background of mountains and here and there a miniature
castle of the days of the buccaneers. ‘I'he whitewashed
walls of the shops and houses surmounted with red-tiled
roofs were relieved by the green slopes of the hills with
their rocky and barren crests. As it is approached from
the harbor light St. Thomas is a silhonette of singular
beauty; but like nearly all West Indian towns it has
the self-conscious air of having seen better days and of
suffering from the decline of trade. The firing of the
steamer’s gun brought a swarm of hegroes in small boats
from the shore, and the familiar cries and antics of divers
in search of pennies were speedily repeated for the bene-
fit of the passengers. A young German from Zanzibar
accompahied me to a great barrack of a‘hotel, where we
had a genuine West Indian breakfast before starting out
to make a round of calls on the consuls and to see the
governor’s residence, the shops, and the sights of the
town. At every turh we met fellow-passengers enjoy-
ing heartily the pleasure of a day on shore after a week
at sea. . :
What interested me most in St. Thomas was the
harbor. It is capacious, fairly deep, and completely
land-locked, except at the narrow entrance. Asanaval
station for the United States it would be markedly
superior to either Samana Bay or Mole San Nicolas in
the island of San Domingo. Those harbors are entered
with difficulty, and are incapable of impregnable de-
fence. St. Thomas, with its circular basin, commanded
. by abrupt hillsides, and with its lofty headlands guard-
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ing the entrance, could be converted into another Malta.
It is not strange that Secretary Seward, when he visited
the island, while recovering from the wounds of an as-
sassin’s knife, was greatly impressed with the advan-
tages of the harbor. 1In view of recent negotiations for
the acquisition of infertor coaling-slations in an island
rent with civil war, wheye the United States govern-
ment would be compelled to intervene constantly in
political affairs, it is most unfortunate that his sagacious
schetne was never carried out. President Lincoln favored
the project toward the close of his first administration,
because the inhospitality of British ports to Union cruis-
ers and the enforcement of the twenty-four-hours’ rule
against them were a source of embarrassment in naval
operations, If o coaling-station was urgently needed
then for the avoidunce of the restrictions of neutral
ports, it will ‘be required in any future war in which
the United States may engage. St. Thomas, by virtue
of its central position among the Ilwropcan possessions
in America, and its strategic relations with the Isthmus
and Nicaragua Canal routes, and the courses of trade
with Brazil, would be an ideal coaling-station. The
island is worth intrinsically less than it was when Sec-
refary Seward visited it. Its commercial importance has
declined since the Royal Mail steamérs made Barba-
does the centre of trade and mail communications in the
Lesser Antilles. The island itself, Lilke St. John, is
unproductive, but Santa Cruz has a well-organized sugar
industry capable of profitable development.” Tliere was
a transitory revival of the fortunes of St. Thomas dur-
ing the American Givil War, but the Danes were willing
to sell the island to Secretary Seward, and would prob-
ably take less for it now than they asked for it then.
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The Swedes relinquished St. Bartholomew to the French
in 1878. The Dutch would not stand upon the price
if therc were a purchaser bargaining for St. Eustatins
and Saba.

From 8t. Thomas the course of the Advance lay
nearly southeast to Martinique. Beginning with the
swarm of the Virgin Islands, where the lovely legend
of Ursula and her legion of attendants is brought to
mind, the traveller in the Lesser Antilles repeats a
litany to the saints as he sails. The Spanish system
of nomenclature was simple. When islands were dis-
covered in the early voyages, the calendar was piously
consulted, and the names were taken from the saints’
days. 'The Spanish navigators were satisfied with nam-
ing these beautiful islands. With the cxception of
Trinidad, they made no attempt to colonize them. For
a century after the voyages of Columbus the four large
islands of the West Indian archipelago were tenanted
by gold-hunters and adventurers from Spain, but the
crescent of gray pearls and dazzling emeralds from
Porto Rico to the Orinoco was allowed to lie neglected
and despised in the lap of the Caribbean. Another
century passed, and the fleets of maritime Europe were
battling for them in four great wars as the most pre-
cious jewels of the French, Englishy and Spanish crowns.
A hundred years of peace have followed a huhdred years
of war, and the Lessar Antilles to-day are virtually
abandoned to hives of blacks. Islands of enchanting
loveliness, rising out of the bluest of seas, and floating
like a mirage of fairyland in the golden vistas of the
tropics, how unconscious they seem of the strange muta-
tions and sharp contrasts of their fortunes! Whether
they have been highly prized or neglected, nature’s
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dower of beauty has been always fresh, radiant in t'he
lights, and undimmed by the shadows, of West Indian
history. - -

The Virgin Islands, with the cxception of St. "Thomas
and Santa Cruz, are low-lying recfs in an arid belt where
there is a slight rainfall. With St. Kitt's begins the
procession of highland islands, with blue peaks heoded
by clouds and well-watered slopes on which sugarcane
is cultivated to the ribbon of white beach at the water’s
edge. Then follow the gray canc of Nevis; t.he level
meadows of Antigua, with St. John's, the capltal,. em-
bowered in pineappls groves and sugar plantations;
Montserrat, with its stately mountains; Guadeloupe,
with its rugged coast, its lofty voleano, and its quaint
French town, Pointe-d-Pitre ; Domiuica, with a grandeu}'
of seenery unrivalled in the West Indies; and Mif,rtl-
nique at the end of the Leeward group, with the Wind-
ward Islands, St. T.ucia, St. Vincent, the Grenadines,
and Grenada to the south, and Barbadoes to the east on
the outer rim of the arclipelage. Among these islands
St. Kitt’s was the common centre of English and French
colonization, the two rivals beginning their career of
maritime emulation and naval conilict by settling side
by side. Thence the French passed rapidly to Guade-
loupe, Dominica, Martinique, and the Windward Islands,
while the English occupied Barbadoes, Nevis, Antigua,
Moutservat, Anguilla, DBarbuda, and the Bahamas.
Cromwell’s raid upon Jemaica opened a new base for
English colonization just ss the occupation 0? Hayti
enlarged the field of French enderprise. During the
wars of the Spanish Succession and of Pitt and Napo-
Jeon the principal islands were taken and recaptured
many times. Dominiea, St. Vince_nt, and Grenada fell
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to England after the conquest of Canada ; all the islands
except Barbadoes and St. Lucia were regained by France
after Yorktown; Rodney’s genius restored the West
Indian Empire to England in the sea-fight between
Dominica and Guadeloupe; Trinidad was wrested from
Spain in 1797, and St. Lueia, Tobago, and Buritish
Guiana from France and her foreed allies in 1808.

The Spanish navigators were strietly logical in their
classification of the West Indies according to exposure
to the prevailing trade wind. The entire group of the
Lesser Antilles, from St. Thomas to Trinidad, was
known in their records of discovery as the Windward
Islands, while the four largest Antilles, Cuba, San
Domingo, Jamaica, and Porto Rico, were named the
Leewnrd Islands. The presant classifivation is artificial,
having been ordered for administrative purposes. The
Leewnrd is the northerly group stretching from the
Virgin Islands to Dowinica. The three islands of St.
Lucia, 8t.. Vincent, and Grenada, with the tiny Grena-
dines, are officially known as the Windward group.
Berbadoes, which lies most to the windward, is excluded
from the second group because it has a governor of its
own and is entirely distinct in its administrative system,
Tobago, being united with Trinidad in colonial govern-
ment, is also separated from its windward neighbors.
The largest town is St. John's, Antigua, the seat of
government of tho Leeward group.  Tho best havbor is
Castries Bay in St. Lueis, which the British govern-
ment has strongly fortified and converted into a naval
and military station. The administrative systems of the
bwo groups are similar, and each colonial governor has
the despairing task of controlling s horde of ignorant
blacks with the support of a few hundreds of whites.

. o .
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Poor gray islands that have witnessed centuries of war-
fare, how has their Instre been tarnished in the sight of
Europe! No longer precious jewels of a foreign crown,
they are now black pearls of the same water as Hayti.
In marked contrast with the decadence of Dominica
are the French islands, Guadeloupe and Martinique.
The first is superior to the other two in natural re-
sources, but ander British rule nothing has been made
of it. There is only a handful of whites in Dominica
among o degraded swarm of blacks. Roseau is one of
the most forlorn of West Indian towns, utterly without
promise of industrial revival. The French islands are
not only more densely populated than Dominica, but
their industries are diversified; sugar-planting is eco-
nomically managed, commerce is not declining, and the
best creols race to be found in the West Indies is con-
tented and loyal to the mother couniry. Guadeloupe
and Martinique are represented in the French Assembly
and have all the privileges of responsible home rule.
France has protected their interests at high cost to its
own treasury. It has opencd its markets to their prod-
uce, promoted their industries by bounties, and con-
tinued to this day to take nearly all they bave to expart.
They have not been cast off by an unnatural mother,
but have been cherished as the only remaining children
of a eolonial family once large and powerful. '
No travollor can visit Martinique without being im-
pressed with a conviction that Rodney’s splendid sen-
fight, by which Dominica and other islands were wrested
from the French, was a grave misfortune o the Lesser
Antilles. If the islands, which were seftled by the
French, had not been regained by England, there would

- have been a larger measure of prosperity to-day in the
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Leeward and Windward groups. No scenic picture in
Tropical America is more beautiful than the quaint town
of St. Pierre with) Mt. Pelée bohind it. The French
settlers who founded the city were good Catholics and
. respected the memory of their patron saint when they
laid its foundations on solid rock ab the edge of a semi-
cireular bay. The lwuses arc built of stone, and, while
gmall and unpretentious, have an aspect of massiveness.

A eathedral with two white towers is in the centre, and

artistically grouped arouml it are houses and shops with
red tiled roofs and gabled dormers. It isa Wrench city
with all the characteristics of the seventeenth century,
but it has not been allowed to fall into ruin or to lose
its air of antique refinement. The prevailing colors in
the house-fronts are yellow and gray, with blue or green
in the window shutters, and there is something in the
rambling disorder of the crooked and steep lanes that
bespeaks an artistic strain in the creole blood. The
stone pavements are sarupulously clean ; the flights of
steps leading upward from the landing-pier open -into
miniature rues filled with a gaily dressed and pleasure-
loving populace; the market is one of the best in the
West Indies ; palms wave their lang plumes in numer-
ous little squares and breathing-nooks ; there are water-
coursed tumbling down the hillside and cooling the
heated air, and fountains are seen unexpectedly in the
sharp tmrns of the streets. St. Pierre has no statue of
Josephine encircled by palms, like its rival, Fort de
France, but it is more picturesque, prosperous, and ener-
getic. “The stone foundations of Fort de Franco have
becn shattered by earthquale shocks, and the town hag
been rebuilt with frame houses at the sacrifice of quaint
characteristics. The memory of the lovely creole, who

!
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became the wife and empress of the world’s g:reat?st
soldier does not suffice to compensate for an mf?nor
scenic setting and lor signs of decadence. St. Pierre
is the most interesting town of the West Indies. Amer-
icans bave not yet discovered it, but when they do they
will convert it into a Riviera more alluring than Nassau
or Barbadoes. .

From Martinique the Advance ran to wmd'ward a
night and a day, outside the cirele of the highland
islands, until Barbadoes was reached on a lovely Sunday
forenoon. Barbadoes is, after St. Kitds, the oldest of
the DBritish settlements in the West Indies, and svery

. available acre of its limited area has been for genera-

tions under thorough cultivation. The white descend-
ants of the Cavaliers and Roundheads of the early
colonial period have not abandoned their homes ar{d
plantations, but remain in about the same number as in
1800. Relatively their strength has been reduced; for
while there were then 15,000 whites to 60,000 black‘s,
there are now 16,000 whites to 164,000 blacks, This
makes the island onc of the most densely populated
districts of Tropical America, the average beiflg‘ 1084
to the square mile. Smaller than ecitber Domuuca.or
St. Lucia, it has an area of 166 square miles, y-et with
its population of 180,000, it rivals the companion col-
ony of Trinidad and Tobago, with an area of 1869
square miles. _ 5 -
The two English colonies differ markedljr m.-t]u?u
history, one having been continuously English in its
traditions, while the other was one of the last con-
quests from Spain in the West Indies. Barbadoeg was
a well-cultivated garden when Trinidad, of which

- pothing had been made under Spanish rule, passed
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under British rule, to be converted, by the development

of its resources, into the most prosperous of the Lesser
Antilles. The smaller island had its single industry,
cane sugar, but when every acre was planted and en-
riched with fertilizers the limit of its productiveness
was reaclied. Beyond increasing by improved machin-
ery the percenlage of sugar to be squeczed from the
cane, it conld do nothing to improve its fortunes. With
a population already so dense that there was hardly
ground to spare for raising yams to keep the negroes
alive, there was no chance for securing a superior class
of labor from the REast Indies. Trinidad, like British
Guiana, could increase its population one-third by im-
porting coolies, and could vary its industries by eulti-
vating cacao and fruit as well as sugar, and by exporting
asphalt from ils famous lake. It was an undeveloped
island, and its governors could report material gains in
prosperity from year to year. As for Barbadoes, it had
nothing to haope for except increased commereial pres-
tige as the main shipping and distributing point of the
Lesser Antilles, and enlarged patronage as a winter
resort.

Bridgetown {9 now a bustling town with a popu-

lation of 25,000, and a British garrison at St. Ann’s ‘

Castle on the southern edge of Carlisle Bay. A rail-
way line, twenty-four miles i length, runs across the
island, and there are fine roads in all the parishes.
All the characteristics of the town are markedly Eng-
lish, from the statue of Nelson in a mimic Trafalgar
Square to the eathedral in the most densely populated
quarter. The whites stand in no appreliension of being
ruled by the blacks, for while largely outnumbered they
are strong enough to maintain resolutely their nscend-
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ency. The governbr has the support of & body of white
colonists almost fanatical in their loyalty to England ;
but the island is a commereial dependency of the United
States. Its food supplies are derived almest wholly
from the only market where its surplus sugar can he
sold.

The Advance got off at midnight and continued her
course to the mouth of the Amazon. It was a six days’
run before the yellow shoals of the delta were descried.
Among accumulations of sand, drift, and slime, which an
equatorial sun clothes with rank verdure, the Amazon
squanders resources borrowed from a hundred tributa-

' ries; but so vast are its reserves of power, that it pre-

serves its idenlity for leagues senward, and forms enrrents
which are felt fifty or" a hundred miles from the delta.
Other rivérs are instantly swallowed up by the sea; but
the Amazon continues ils triumphant course, a river in
the ocean. As the missionaries had been held respon-
sible by the jovial captain for a partial paralysis of tho
machinery, for the unusual resistance of the ocean cur-
rents, and for the quarantine at Barbadoes, so they
were also reproached for a final mishap at the mouth of
the river. The Indian pilot, misjudging tho depth of
water, ran the ship aground on one of the shifting bars,

~ and for hours there was a desperate struggle to get her

off. The captain’s facetiouns proposal to lighten the ship
by discharging the cargo of Jonahs was received good-
humoredly by the long-suffering missionaries. As their
attention had been called en the previous day to a school
of whales spouting near the equator, their minds might
well have been filled with foreboding of their fate, if
any further aceident were to befall the belated Advance.
Accident there was none, but there was serious defention
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at each of the ports off which the ship anchored befors
its arrival at the Brazilian capital. As the passengers
in each instance had a full day ashore, they had no cause
for complaint. They had leisure for exploring four char-
acteristic coast towns, —Pard, lying at the gateway of the
inost wonuerful river system of the world, with an equa-
torial empire behind it where nature seems to conquer
man; Maranhfo, with moss-grown streets and declining
commerce, shrinking from sight in the reaches of an
inaccessible lagoon ; Pernatubuco, witl its natural break-
water, a Brazilian Venice encireled by harbor and sea,
and pierced by narrow rivers; and Bahia, built like
Quebec on high bluffs, with a lower town cluttered in a
jumble of disorder along the water’s edge.

. IBach Drazilian coast city seems to have its character-
istic colors. Parf is what artistic decorators would
describe as a symphony in green; Maranhio is an old
bit of washed-out blue; Perzambuoo affects a cheap and
gpongy alabaster in its gray and white; and Balia is
a study of buff and brown. 1f the architects sought to
set the prevailing tone of color in these towns when
they fashioned their sombre-hued temples and monas-
teries, they have been baffled by the love of vivid color
ing inherent in the Portuguese blood. It may be that
the primal hints for intensity in decorative effects have
been received from nature. Nowuere i the ocean of so
pronounced a blue as in tropical Brazil.  Under no con-
ditions of light or cloud is there the faintest touch of
the North Atlantic green. It is literally the matchless
dirk blue sea of which poets have sung. Over it archés
the dome of the tropical sky, frescoed in tones of lumi-
nous blue, incomparably richer than the blue of a northern
sky. Against this background of vivid blue stand out
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the intense green and flaming scarlet of tropical vegeta-
tion. While there are no trees in the South American
woods which can be compared in form and symmetty with
the oaks, elms, pines, chestnuts, walnuts, and conifers
of a northern forest, the foliage has richer and deeper
tints in its perennial freshness. The mangoes, with
their dark olive leaves, match the hright and gaudy
foathiors of the palm. The mosses clinging to the cliffs,
the tall, luxuriant grasses in shaded ravines, and the
rank patasites overspreading with wanton growth the
woodland thickets and rocky hillsides, furnish varied
shades of green as intense as the blue of sky or ocean.

In eentrast with the green, but even stronger in colar,

are the burning scarlef, the royal purple, and the lumi-
naus yellow shining out from parterres of flowers in the
gardens. = Tropieal flowers, while less fragrant and hav-
ing less delicacy of form than the flowers of Lemperate
climes, are more vivid in hue. Nature sets the example
of prdfusion of color in Brazil, and man instinctively
follows it in building and decorating the towns. Portu-
guese tiling can be had in all colors and patterns, and
bright, showy paint does not cost more than the dull
and quiet shades.

Tf each coast town has its characteristic eolors, so also
each has its own costumes for the swarming black popu-
lation. Trom the equator to the tropic there is a
process of evolution in dress. At Pard and Maranhio
the negro children are stark naked. At Pernambuco
and Bahia they wear calico dresses. At Paré the men
begin with a pair of trunks without hat, shoes, shirt, or
coab; at Maranhio they have a loosefitting shirt flap-
ping over the trousers; at Pernambuco a ragged coat ig
glipped over the shirt and a torn straw hat covers the
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and ill-dressed images, tawdry gilt ornamentation with--
out lines of grace, Were combined with a general coldness
of architectural effect. The eye was repelled by the
shabbincss and barencss of the crumbling churches and
attracted by the spacious Portuguese mangions with their
aflame with scarlet and crimson flowers. More
interesting than the churches and residences were the
markets and bird-bazaars. A wmarket is ordinarily to be
regarded as the pulse of the town. If it be well served,
clean, and orderly, the blood circulation of the com-
munity may safely be considered as excellent. Judged
by this test, there are few towns in J3razil in which there
is sound digestion. The markets are dirty, disorderly,
and unattractive. There are scanty displays of meats,
since tlie nass of the population live on jerked beef from
the Plate countries. Of fish there is a larger assortment,
but vegetables are lacking. It Bahia the oranges ars
large and delicious, and mangoes and bananag are abun-
dant and cheap. The pincapples are mellow, overrun-
ning with juice and of incomparable flavor.

After a voyage of thirty-two days from New York the
most barren Iedge of weather-beaten rock would have
attractions for eyes weary of the wondrous blue splen-
dors of the tropical seas. The Bay of January with its
incomparable beauties inspired under these conditions
the liveliest feelings of admiration aod enthusiasm when
the Advance entered it after a quick run from Bahia.
Some of my fellow-travellers wors disposedt to be critical
and to discriminate against Rio de Janeiro in favor
of Naples and Sydney in the South Seas; but in my
intense delight at being relieved from the tedium of a
protracted voyage, during which every passenger except
Dr. Lane had talked himself out, 1 was willing *when

garrlens
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The Brazilian capital will always. be embarragssed by
How beautiful and

the riches of its natural advantages.
picturesque it needs to bo in order to be worthy of the

companionship of those majestic MouRtAIns and those
tranquil walters! If it be inferivr in loveliness to. its
harhor and the amphitheatre of granite peaks and ver-
dant hillsides, it is still unique and unrivalled among
South American cibies. Half-hidden among itd hiils, it
reveals itself with coy modesty to anaccustomed eyes.
It is » city of wnaghificent prospects and constant sur-
Sharply graded strects boldly scale the hillsides
around the bages and lead to con-
otaled suburbs. Castello and Antenio are the natural
bittresses of thie business section of the city; but Lhereza,
Gloria, and Larangoeivas, behind Nova Cintra, are suburhs
that have steadily grown until they are now favorite
residence quarters. The shoro line is dotted with har-
lets and cottages. New vistas of oublying hills and ambi-
tious suburbs are ever coming into view. Churches,
convents, and monasteties are coustantly looming up in
The eye is refreshed with glimpses
of lovely gardeus, for which rockbound hillsides are a
foil ; and from every eminence the bay, with its wonder-
ful panoramic elfects of islands, fortifications, and ship-
ping, busts upon the view with endless variety.

Nature has been too lavish in her bounty of beauty
for the welfare of Ria de Janciro. The mountains
which encirele it shut out the invigorating sea-breezes,
s of inclewent heat festering
with discase and plague-stricken. Nature cannot be
held wholly responsible for the unhealthfulness of the
city. Human neglect has multiplied the evils of moun-
tain shelter... No.other. gyent " ciby by ;:beeh_'g‘;of'sfern ad

prises.
or caubiously curve

unexpected places.

and leave it in the scason
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with‘ less wisdom and prudence than Rio de Janeiro;
and ils population of less than 400,000 is ravaged ever :
year by yellow fever, small-pox, and heat fover. Fort,uy—
nately, during the winter ol the revolution all fears of
yellow fever were dispelled by welcome 1ains in Decen-
b(_ar, and the dealh rate was redueed to twelve from that
dxfsease during the closing week of the year. fl‘1:(;111 Lf.le
ynddl? of January to the end of February the plague
is ordinarily at its height, but the visitation was n}h;lgerl
bylfavorable weather, and the people were loft exposjrr(-l
:;Ivi){lflc::i?:: fever of popular cxcitement caused by the
The new Republican government paid Lliree of our
passengers the compliment of sending ont spocial
cua-:.‘f;oms boat to take themn ashore when the Alcifm;m;
arrived.  The Minister of Finunce, Senhor B?.Ll"lJOi’.';e
\?felcomffd us to the city by messages of hospitalit do:
livered in highsounding Portuguese by his broth,grr—i];
law, Senhor Vianua Bandeira, and translated ngo o uall -
sonorous English by W. . "Tisdel, of Wzmhingtonq {BY
these courtesies T was saved a tedious lour in I1';ssi11y
the customs line, and enabled to land at oncoe. M;- 'l‘if:
del was als'zo the bearer of invitations from Mry. Ati’tm‘s
thr? A.memcau minister, whose hospitality I w';s:, t’
enjoy in Petropolis, and he had many thou htfui 'Lng
helpful snggestions to make on his own accimt. '1‘he
.Advan:ce lay near the anchorage ground of the punboat
tc‘\ w]n'ch the imperial family had been taken it mid-
night in the first stage of their enforced exile. In
S}.IOI"E time we were climbing the stairs of t]’m la:mdin 3‘
pier where the unhappy monarch last trud on Bra,?ilh%
soil. In another moment we were passing the S]]J“L[i_)-l
prlacodiy - Uhe wado's edge, and it nat, longr lu;f':)l::

-
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we were gazing ab the quartel and the war-offices where
the bloodless revolution had occurved. All was peace-
ful and quiel, albeit the memory of those momentous
ovonts was siill burning in men's memories. In the
eatly morning the ecily was preparing for another day
of commercial activity, without regard for the migfor-
tunecs of dynasties or for the experiments of constilution-
makers. The Ouvidor was taking down its shulbers
and opening its doors for a trisk day of Christmas
trade, with no thought of the pangs of imperial oxile
or of the uncertainties and perplexities of the political
morrow. I'he ruins had come, and the progress of
yeliow fever had heen stayed. The temperatire was
lower, and men would not he falling in the streels
before noon from thab terrible lieat fever which- resem-
Lles sunstroke.” The climate in the capital is so serious
a matter as to bo uppermost in men’s minds. Politteal
revolutions seem trivial beside the contingencies of
plague. Yellow Jack is the Emperor of Death, for
whose downfall and permanent exile Rio de Janeiro
despairingly hopes.

As soon as I had been reassured at the American
consulate respecting the sanifary condition of the city,
I iooked for a comfortable hotel, aud found one near
the Pusseio Publico, a beautiful waterside park, com-
manding from an elevated terrace fine views of the bay
and Sugar Loaf, There I settled myself for several
weeks; and since the dinners were excellent and the
beds tolerable, I was not tempted to change my quar-
ters. Introductions and invitations followed, and T
soon had a delightful circle of acquaintances, and felt
at home in the Brazilian capital. Tt is a city where one
ot live it comfort and oven luxury for nine montlis in
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the year, and during the heated term, when pestilence
is to be dreaded, there arc suburbs close at hand where
the timorous traveller can find a safe refuge. 'There are
good theatres, excellent restaurants with French cook-
ing and wines, and innumerakle excursions and iuterest-
ing sights.  The old town lies on a level plain between
bwo ranges of lills. The sfrects are narrow, even the
Ouvidor being hardly more than a paved lane, and most
of the buildings are small, with rough stone or brick
walls plastered on the outside or lined with Portugnese
tiles. The architeeture reproduces the effocts of other
Brazilian coast towns, with more ambitious Hues of orna-
wentation and quieter tones of color. The government
buildings are not impressive, the Mint and the new
Custom House being the most pretentions structures.
The National Library is not wortly of the reputation
of the eapital. The Misericordin is the largest of the
hospitals, and it is conducted on humane and scientific
prineiples. The churches are numerous, but shabby,
neglected, and bare.  Llectric light has been sparingly
introduced, and the streets are dimly lighted with infe-
rior gas.  The Jardin da Praca & Acelamagao is o beauti-
ful and attrnetive park within cady walking distance of
the Ouvidor, with the City Hall, the Mint, the military
barracks, and the Dom Pedro II. railway station front-
ing wpon its outer edges. ‘It divides popularity with
the Passeio’ Publico on the water-front, and is accessible
from every quarter, whereas the Botanical Garden, with
ity famous alleys of palms and its bamboo clumps, is an
hour’s drive from the heart of the city. Rio de Janeiro
is a oiiiy of great commercial importance, rivalled only
by Buenos Ayres in South Ameriea, but it ig backward

and almost stationary in manicipal improvements and
modern progress.
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Gireat as are the natural advm.qt'ages of tho Bf'alega;
capital, and picturcsque and inspiring as are tllllo g°1m};id_
of its mountain and bay scenery, the travelier 1tn ol
summer finds his permanent’source of rec;ea, 1.021in
watching the throng as itf surges night a,? .mtc:l.iqti%
through the Ouvidor, and in catching the ¢ J;aa:,cR’ol e
traits of the people. lle soon ftsccl'ta.lng t'm. ]: o
Janeiro aspires to be like Daris, zmd. Fhﬂ.t it ](;‘0 ci,;
imitates in customs, manners, and pq‘ht.:r:zs tllle | Lenin
people. There is a marked to-uch of (mlh.c- ﬂ111?£)(mc§i‘he
the tone of private conversation and pub.hc ife. .‘Ud.
Provisional Government of the revolu"mouary‘ }I;el-lt
‘was French rather than English, 'Amemcai}, or Por uE
guese. One could feel in the O.II‘YldUl‘ 'the mﬁuolﬁ?fs of
Parisian thought and literature in fm'mL_n-g the 112. 11 gt
thought and mauner of life of the Brazilian ca_é_)-lt ation‘tl
is an open quesiion whether a century of consti ;11 inﬁ; :
Jiberty in the United States has exerted as mue i
ence in promoting the growth of rep'ubhcan. s;enl;.l !

there ny iho eycle of imitation (I\l.l'lflg wh%c,l Lent;)f
books have been read, and the. Parisian ‘p'hllbsop gond

life practically adopted. Intelligent Bra.zﬂmn]i; areo e

of newspapers, and prefer the French type. Jurngo :

tions are printed every afternoon, and from -the newfedyto

excited outeries and frantic gestures oue 18 te{;ni . Lo
" believe that a fresh revolution ha.“? oceurre.d, and the i

pire been restored. Drazilians 1ov.e excitement, ncnsie:

and fireworks. Before the 1'ev01.ut10n, almo.st thg Cfl y

town shows were the image-hearing PI'OC(?SSlDH;-}l ulﬂg

Holy Week and on saints’ days. During ¢ et‘enﬂy

weeks of the Republic files of {roops were cons ; rg

parading, and the music of the fife .and drumhv;':}s .tia. o

morning and night. The revolution b.roug ;v;ion

much pleasurable excitement for o volatile populution.
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MUTINY W
o OF THE BATTALIONS — CENERAL DEODORO'S BRA-
o —- TI1)2 REPUBLIC FROCLAIMED — T2 I-}MPI"ROR""S
SUREREN DI — AN ORLEANS HARGAIN — GENERAT (CAUSES
\ N PR 0¥ SIES

[J [ 4 ' [ L
P DEHA IR ON WEPL P [MPERE — 111 s T
A LOTTERY ‘ oL

lut'lil;rl.[lm ;;,oi\ {] S:Hﬁ:::r Tj‘thzécge t.f}loi‘inus Days, as the revo-
y k¢ s alves i {
WS singularly hare of in(’zidcnt-ma':ﬂ{ tlzlc?;ral:nel::t Bj%d,
imporial - govermment was overlwrned Dy wh'.t »
h.fu'dl)'r more than o parade of a few frlsul)f'L-l' "W?S
br‘nl;t.ahons, who were disaffected becnuse the‘y h:d( 11131;{:'?
f:;;lzi to Ez to iL remote post in the interior. If thers
pae ert lw comg;-tcd plan among the revolutionary
y 1889: whe?? ;r?et. [E:I,II::?}([ni)ﬁfgte the night of November
- er Wi taini
gf’f;clelrs of the Chilian ironclad Afz;:afalzlf eléﬂi::éietii
> Ell;e'hlo:;,;o;ﬁﬁ:;ﬁl:tbi'l:aﬁe(:esl officers were Itmown
o y ation, probably nothing was mor
;;;ngssoilign:;hgr thoughts t!l:'l,ll the expuiion of thg
o Lrom 18 fthrone. The Repullican journals
o intm(.l.ed tng or several weeks that the gavern-
3 0 scatter the battalions among the provy-

inces, and after completi
. sompleting  the  organizat]
National Guard to proclaim the P . .,

! rincess as Iimpress,
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the Emperor being willing to retire in her favor
Whether this was true or {alse, the officers were discon-
tented and digposed to believe that the crown intended
(o humiliate them.  Military agitators encouraged these
suepicions. Republican leaders while not apprehending
2 revolubion during the lifetime of the Emperor were in
tho Labit of discussing at their clubs what would be the
best method of procedure after his Aeath. Suddenly
the military outbreak revealed the helplessuess of the
throne.  The leaders perceived their oppartunity with-
out having accurately Torecast it. They acted almost
as spontancously as the soldiers, who found themselves
shouling Tor n Republic as Lhoy were murching down
tlie Ouvidor.

On November 14, 1880, two infantry Dattalions whicly
Lad been ordered to leave the eity the next morning
showed signs of insubordination. The Minister of War
was warnod that there wag danger of a general mutiny,
but after consulting with hiy colleagues in the cvening
he decided to enforee discipline. There iere in the
capital ahout 2400 soldiers of all branches of the
sorvice. ‘Lho Minister of War determined to concen-
trate this force, and with the aid of the mariue corps
and the police to compel the mutineers to obey orders
for their transfer to a distant province. While he
was preparing to overpower the insubordinate battal-
ions, the mutiny was spreading. The officers of the
Second Drigade stationed at Sio ChristovBo resolved.
to make common cause with the rebels, and sent word
to General Deodoro da Fonseca that they would march
to the War Offices carly in the morning. These offices
were situated in the heart of the city at the Campo
Sant’® Anna guartel, the goneral military barracks. © .
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At sunrise the city was without premonitions of the

revolution. The Minister of War, apprehending tronble
ab the gmartel, hed 1einforced the police with a small
body of marines and a corps of firemen. Ie had also
recruited in Nictheroy an additional force of police.,
Soon after daybreak word was received at the War
Office that the Second Brigade had revolted and were
marching from S&e Clristovio. Soon alterward it was
learned that the cadets of the military school at Boto-
fogo had seized their arms aud were heading for the
quartel.  The Minister of War attempted to imiuce one
of the gencrals at headquarters to rally a force against,
the Sccoud Drigade, but received a bLlunt refusal. He
then ordered a battalion to intercept the cadets, but the
troops would not obey him. When ihe Second Brigade,
headed by the Emperor’s Guard, the First Cavalry, filed
in front of the War Office and invested the quartel, it
was evident that the troops inside conld not, he depended
upon to oppose them. General Deodoro, who had been
seriously ill at Dis house on the previous day, was in
command of the besieging force, and summonsd the
Ministers Lo gurrender. The Irime Minister, who liad
arrived at the War Offive with other associates, returned
a defiant answer; but within half an hour he was con-
vinced that defence was hopeloss. The troops were all
in revolt, and the pelice and the firemen wero in sympa-
thy with them.

Meanwhile, the Miuister of Marine, Baron Ladario,
had Ieft the quartel without an escort, to give instrue-
tions to a company of marines. When outside the door
he was surronuded by several cavalrymen and called
upon to surrender. Drawing a vevolver, he tried to
shoot one of the inswrgents, but the cartridge missed
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fire. (General Deodoro then accostgd -lli]'l‘l ar;id garne:
him that he was a prisoner. The Minster re 5‘111)3;)]
him without effect. Lhe sohiiers'at once rctumgt He
shot, and be fell to the ground seriously but not‘,h ata ii
wounded. This official, who fired the only shots -
defence of the Empire, Lad served for several years in
inited States navy.
tllikléll’::gg o’clock thg mutiious troops of the Sez.c(?nci
Brigade were still outside the qu.rtel, and the (;‘en‘lmnxnf
mtititary force was drawn up inside on the para e-g;ccllutjl .
By a preconcerted arrangement the ga‘tcs wer.e su del i
opened, and Deodoro mounted on hne_ 1301 se ro eolr !
-and approached the files of soldiers, N(_)Lhmg}\'vastrfxum-
remarkable i the events of th.e day than this @b t
phant bit of hravado. The M inisters were present, g
they made no offort to sceure his arrest. {Ie .rr(i)ne
along the line and inspested the men, sl.owly‘lecen g
a salute as be passed.  Then he turned his }101‘5113 tonwa;*{ .
the gales, and the troops with one con?m‘ant bro ce 1anbs
and followed him into the street. The gzj.rnso? tly
deserting the Ministers left them at tho.melcy'tt; a"ie
ingurgents.  Lhe general after com/ errmg dW(ll 1 3
adjutant-general announced 1;.}1?.1; the army ha . 'efosi f
the Ministry. The Prime Minister and the MmlsL er ‘
War were placed under arrest. A salute of twgn }y—ihe
guns was fired.  The troops then m&rcl.\ed throng1 e
Ouvidor with a swaggering air of triumph. Tt ;rr(ils
hardly ten o’clock, and only one man Lad been ‘.Woun’;,l .
The Ministry had fallen, bub no!: the Emplr.a. f 1€
Emperor was known to be hasteniug to the CI.:y Orom
Tetropolis, having been summ(l)ned -by C'ourll \ 1::}1?0
Preto, the Prime Minister. Before .1_115 arrival ab the
palace the Republic had been proclaimed. The troops
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had not revolied against the Eraperor, but only against
the administration of the War Oflice. At the outset
they would have been satisfied with the appointment of
a new Minister of War, but tuveluntarily as they were
marching in the streets they began to shout for the
Republic.  The overthrow of the Ministry revealed the
defenceless condition of the imperiak family.  The facil-
ity with which the revolution could he carried to ity
logical result tempted the leaders to goon and complete
the work. Among the Republican agitators who had
joined the insurgents were Colonel Benjamin Coustant,
of the Military School, and Quinting Boeayuva, editor
of a prominent journal. After a biief coulerence they
made arvangements for holding a meeting in the City
Hall at three o'clock, in favor of the establishment of o
republie.  With cadets singing in the streets, soldiers
shouting themselves hoarse, flags futtering from every
house, and enthusiasm spreading {rem hillside to hill-
side in the grim old captial, General Deodoro no longer
hesitated.  “The Republic was procluimed and o provis-
tonal government with a ehiof and seven Ministers was
organized. At the City Hall aftor a speech from a
papilivr ayritator the Ropablic: was necoptad by w lnrge
concourse with every sign of publie favor, Late edi-
tions of the evening Journals published the first decroe
of the Drovisional Qovernment, establishing the United
States of Drazil.

The Emperor and the Empress had arrived during
the afternoon at the palace without cscort from the
Prainha nnd had been Joined Ly the DPrimcess and her
husband, Count ¢’Eu. The aged sovereign could not
bo convinged that anything more serious than a minis-
ferial crisis had cecrred. Ay half-past three o'clock
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he received the resignations of the Mlmstirs afr‘l}(?.ea:ir;?f
Yenabor Saraiva to form a new gOf e‘xl‘nmen l.lt i
tor in declining to undcrtake. the task sloug‘ o expluin
} ritical was the situation. As hour | -
s e digsolution of the Fmpire were mu

£ the civil service in the capital
ore nightfall

passed, signs of th ;

. s oore branch o

tiplied. Kvery branch  civil 56

v.rl&s controlled by the revolutionists, and bef o ing
1 sre brarlng messages

A lerraph wires were oning

Eiz tfccipt;fuce of the new order by the provinces

. . t', t ] g t‘ .1](.1 '{ < f the Pl’] A, le, I]d
(1 e {]J cre ¢ . |

the Emperor passed a slccpl‘ess mght,,l e
thought that he was a prisoner an 1?0 .SO o o
depend upon the loyn,%ty of his people.
st day of the revelution. | '

ﬁl%f 31@01110111'111;; of the sec?nd day the;e h\".'m (;313;1;;:51
consultations between the limperor ‘antt} ;Zn,ices e
family aud ineffectual efforts to se(.;ulfe 1(;, e e
new Prime Minister,  L'he guards in 1ron

i evolution-
were doubled and precantions taken by the rev

icall WE pceu-
; ¢ t off communication between the
e et ide. At two oelock, after
pants and theiy friends oulside. o © ko alter
ants ) r hich his helplessne
i ning, dnring whi 58

At ANKXIQUS IMOrnIng, . . ssness was

(|'uvvuiu(l tha IGmperor roecived from the ltrovw“’lh;“
Government o sumuons o lenve ‘t.hul(.oun t.y‘1 i
twenty-four Lours It was embodied in an img .f ,

Jthor £ " in which the presence o

teneral Deodoro, in whic ‘

letter from Genera ! ch { ) oo o

ilv in Brazil was deglared to be incomps

e e polit ituation. The Emperor was
ble with the new poht:ca,l situation. The mperon e
reminded of the patriotic example of his fal e, L s

' imilak eir : nearly sixly yee
i : ilal circumstances
abdicated under sim ' ; y yours
;y[orc and was offered tiansportation to _Lur(?p {{wm
. , he income which he had recsive

O ot Republican leaders

the State. Consultations with the
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followed. The Iimperor met them with bent form, a
heavily-lined, distresged face, and the dazed air of a
man who had received & shoek whielh would carry him
into his grave. The Crown Princess standing by his
side was unable to control herself, and sobbed bitterly.
Count A’Bu alone seemed to have his wits about him.
Through the intervention of his stewavd the financial
embarrassments of the Emperor were made known as
an excuse for deferring his departure. Ifrom the state-
ment furnished by the steward it appeared that 2,000,000
milreis would be needed at once. The Minister of
Finance promptly issucd a decrce granfing 5,000,000
milrets in one payment,in addition to his regular allow-
ances from the civil list amounting to $400,000 a year.
‘The bargain was clogsed. The Emperor and the Crown
Priucess consented to sail for Turope on the next day
with their families. So ended the second of the Three
Gloricus Days.

The Orleans prince probably took great credit on
that night for Dbis practical ability in saving $2,500,000

out of the wreck of the imperial fortunes. He called in

his steward and virtually sold out the reigning family’s
stock in trade. It was a shrewd séroke of business on his
side ; but when all the circumstances were considered, the
main credit for making a good bargain could be taken
by the revolutionary leaders. They were in a critical
position. They controlled the garrison of the national
capital, the treasury, and all the public offices; and in
Sio Paulo and several other provinces provisional gov-
ernments had been promptly organized; but in Rio
Grande do Sul there were indications of disturbance,
and it had been necessary to order the arrest of the
most powerful leader of the province, Scnator Silveira

e
]

]
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Marting; and at Babia, the ecclesiastical cenfre of the
gountry, the revolutionary movement had been strenu-
ously opposed. The temper of the northern and interior
provinces was unknown. It wuas a matter of urgent
necessity that the Emperor and his family should be
taken ont of the country with the least possible delay.
If this could be done the battle of the Republic would
be wou without a struggle. If the imperial family were
to remain in Brazil, the revolution might end in eivil
war. By the payment of £2,500,000 the Provisional
Government secured the immediate adhesion of all the
provinces. By producing evidence that the imperial
family had sold out their rights and were ready to leave
the country they convineced all elasses that the Republic
was the only form of government which was practical
or even possible in Brazil. 1t was a master stroke of
policy. :

During the forenoon of the third day it was generally
known that the imperial family had been conducted
soon after midnight to a gunboat, and had been frans-
ferred subsequently to o steam packet bound for Lisbon.
By their departure the population of the capital was
relieved at once from dread of reactionary intrigue and
civil war. The equivalent in hard cash paid for the
vacation of the throne conciliated all classes with whom
the mperor had been popular, since it was a signal
proof that he had not been twined adrift like a beggar
after a long reign, but had been dealt with generously,
and had been pensioned at the rate of $400,000 a year
for the remainder of his life. At the same time it con-
vinced them that monarchy was at an end and that a
republic was & necessity. DBut the Emperor and Count
d’Ew when they rcached Lisbon, alter an uneventful
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voyage, vepented of the bargain which had made the
political fortunes of the revolutionists. They were
convinged by their advisers that they had blundered in
acc.cpt-iug a financial settlement which compromised
their claims to the throne.  When it was too late they
repudiated the bargain, and subjected themselves ta a
retaliatory .decree from the DProvisional Government,
annuling the settlement, although the constitution sub-
sequently provided for the paywent of an annmal pen-
sion to the Emperor. Tlhe revolutionary leaders derived
flu the advantages of magnanimous treativent of the
umperial family without being forced in the end to Py
the eosts.  The revolution ended on the third day with
the departure of the royal exiles. The Prime I\'I_inisl,m-.
Count Quro Preto, was arrested a sceom] time for vinj
ating his parole, but was allowed to leave the country.
A Iiecree of banishment was subscquently enforced
agamst Scnator Silveira Marlins and o Lrother of
pounb Quro Preto.  Those were the only proseriptions
111-volved by a revolution conspicuows for the facilit;
with which momentous changes were effocted. ’
The revolution as n miditary evenl was ono of tho
most grotosque in listory. A few battalions which hiud
I{BGIII ordered to a remote provinee overturned (ha
ll..l.npu‘c. They were young, mexperieneed, il-disei-
plmed.soldiers, who had never had experience in field
evolutions. They wero yaw and unitnstworthy troops
and overthrew the Empire without bloodshed .an\d’
almost without a strnggle. The new government was
established in a few hours; and within three days the
provincial administrations weve revolutionized all alon
t?le coast. By a fow strokes of the pen all the le is]'lg.-
bive bodies in Brazil were abolished. All the inftitIP

e A:-h-_--ﬂ-’-_-"-m-'-m'é‘- rmiia < - i
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tions of the Erpive were swept away. The 1"1‘ov18}0nal
Government and twenty snbordinate revolutionary ad-
iu the provinces were established as a sub-
stitube for everything that had previously existed u.nder
constitutional warrants. The Ministers began to :?sue
decrees ab a rale that made men’s lLieads veel. The
IFrench Revolution in its most pavoxysmal periods never
witnessed activity equal to that of those new (%ccree-
Naturalization, the franchise, civil tharriage, a
and a hundred other matters
o were sottled off-hand by a
created by a few battalions of

ministrations

makers.
constibubional cominission,

s ogrvest Imporlanc
of the gravest map

revolutionary commission
The country acquiesced iu all these arrange-

thy and an indifferonce never pn.m.l-
The accomplished editor of the Rio
ho said to me that tho Bra-
as easily as they would

soldicrs.
mentls with an apa
leled in history.

News Lald the truth when
zilions threw off the Hmpire

have changed their conts. -
Ihe influence of the military oflicers was felt

wherever the tidings of the revolution ab Rio de J‘fl.-
There was a smaller Deodoro in
gvery provineial enpital, ready to web promptly and to

take Uhe initiative in transferring power from the im-
previsoly na Lhe grontor

neira were reccived.

periad anthorities Lo new Ty, ol
Deodoro had done in the national capital. A coulition

of insubordinate army ofticers and inexperienced' con-
stitntion-makers would have been impracticable if the
leaders had not known that the twenty provinees of the
Fmpire were profoundly disaffected, 'zuu'l \:rm!ld 1'ega:1-d
with apathy the downfall of the Empu‘e: This fact lies
at the base of any adequate explanation of the rev-
olution. The Military Club was a power in l;,he capital ;
the lRepublican organizers had made progress in the more,
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enlightened and enterprising provinees like Sto Paulo ;
but the revolutionists would net bave undertaken the
political reorganization of Brazil if there had not been
in every quarter of the sky signs of revolt against a des-
potic system of centralized administration. It was in
this direction that every intelligent Brazilian whom I
met never failed to point, when asked to cxplain the
chief cause of the revolution.

Ruy Barbosa, Minister of Finance, in the course of
frank conversations with ma in Iiio de Janeiro, strongly
supported this view. He said that the most prominent
ground of dissatisfaction with the Bmpire was central-
ization, with the absence of any real federal system.
The people of Brazil had gradually lost all interest in
the Empire. The Emperor might have had amiable
intentions, but the system of administration was thor-
oughly corrupt and incompetent. The provinees had no
rights as members of o confederalion of states. They
longed for autonomy in local administration. The
Emperor had grown old, his mind had failed him, and
he was suffering from an incurable disease. In his
dotage, the Prineess Isabel was the real head of the
State. Surrounded by Jesuils, she had no will of her
own. Priests were always about her, and clericalism
was threatening to become a direct menaco to Brazilian
liberty. The Empire had served its purpose, and was
out of date. It retarded national progress. It was ab-
solutely necessary to assimilate the institutions of the
country with those of the liberal and progressive repub-
lics on the American continent. Every thoughtful
Brazilian bad been conscious that the revolution was
imminent. The military revolt would have failed if the
country had not heen gradually preparing for a chango
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of political order. The revulutic.m was a startling sur-
prise to those who were not fami‘]mr wﬂfh- the conditions
of public thought; but all inlelligent citizens had Vfro; !
long time accepled it s a foulago.nc conclusion. 1 el
the military forces set the patriotic example .of dec aring
for the Republie, the people in all the. provinces ac_quz
esced in the movement with o unanimity that arme
the Provisional Government with absolute authority.
Tt was in its earliest aspect a milita.ry- }'cvol’_c, but the
hearty support of all classes of B.ramhans in a.}l _tlie
provinces converted it at once into an irresistible
national movement. _

A leader of the revolution was not perhaps. capable of
forming an impartial cstimate of the c-lvic vn‘.tu’eS of a
sovereign who had enjoyed the 1‘ep.ut,a.t1011 of being or{e
of the most enlightened rulexs of his time. Dom.Pedlo
IT. was a ruler with many fine qualit-ies'zmd estimable
traits, who endeared limself to his subjects. er was
not a constitutional reformer. The charte.r wh-lch he
had received from Lis father was not modified in any
essential respect during his long reign. . IF was & chfzrter
wnder which his father, aftor establishing the ll:lde-
pendence of Brazil, had sought to create a (}espotlsm.
The father weut into exile after & ten years’ struggle
against the aspirations of the provinees for home rule.
The son followed him inte banishm(‘mt, after a longl
reign, during which the same tendencies of the federa
pravinces were systematically repressed. The gq;er}n—
ors or presidents were not elected by thie people o ;.] 18
provinees, but were appointed by the Emperor, toget' er
with the military commandants. One of the standmgi
avils against which the provinces ineffectually protestec
wiw tho appointment cithor of adventurors who wore
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unfamiliar with the local requirenuents and interests, or
of political partisans sent out from the national capital
to promote the selfish interests of the party in power.
Throughout the closing years of the Emperor’s reign it
was an unfailing source of irritation and complaint that
the provinces were governed, not for their own interests,
but for those of the imperial administration. The nain
object seemed to be to get out of them as much money
ad possible for the national treasury and to leave little,
if anything, for loeal requirements. ‘I provinees were
s0 many cows to be millced for the imperial dairy. Loeal
government in any real sense they did not have. The
legislatures meeting two months in the year exercised
limited functions and were powerless to interfere witl)
the military proconsiils. Every branch of the govern-
ment was under pressure from an lmperial system re-
sembling the complex mechanism which Metternich
established and controlled in Vienna, until it broke
down under its own weight. Rach party in turn was
employed to operate the system, the Emperor pitting
the Liberals against the Conscrvatives for no other ap-
parent purpose than that of maintaining his own personal
ascendency over both. Ministers became groups of pro-
fessional office-holders and patronage-mongers, whose
political opinions could with difficulty be differcntiated.
A Lileral ministry was, if anything, less progressive
in its tendenecy and more obsequious in its attitude to
the throne than a Conservative ministry. The Emperor
regarded the two groups of political rivals as alternatin g
machines, fitting into and working with the imperial
mechanism ; and the governors of the provinces were
twenty connecting cog-wheels kept in motion by the
ministerial apparatus.  Emerson once said of (he Ling-

. - ' g 89
RIO’S THREE GLORIOUS DAY

« Their god is Precedent.”  Dom Pedro’s gog .
Centralization.  The provinees “nl)i negded b(i\ﬂ el’iﬁer
that o governmout competent to maintain pul “;forie’é
R epress anarchy had been formed. I?lsa ecte
and to ¥ %q qopathy with o systera that deprived them
and out 0‘ l--}l f%mcbions of self-government, they of”fel:ed
of the‘nolm‘"* to the establishment of the Republic with
ne mSlSt.an{ largor liberties for the confederated Si‘,a,fces.
1;‘?152?:3?1?1011 soemed to them 2 suprene act of political -

lish,

emancipation. ' o n
L gr + dissatistaction wl
There were other grounds for d

monarchical institutions. ]*]mancipatlondhladdcrez:;{;ei
wide-sln‘ead izaffection AImong planters._ an mll -owem.-
and weakenod the aithority of tho imperin goz o
ment.  The slave-holders had not .been prep.m:e .

emancipation when it wag decreed without lw:ra.l Ijln.gl-ioi
the Princess-Regent. ‘They were taken yl.i}np ;f
and forced to adapt themse.lvleﬂ.to the.cmlcmoxfi.on
free labor and to face the vlClSSlt-El(}GS of a.. tTat?S!. ;he
period which had been fatal to British planters in Jhe
West Indies. They had been the most -loy.al.sr‘lpiéorl ;ld
of the crown, and they felt that .thelr interests }?n
been wantonly sacrificed. The Pmmcssn[-{egetlltf :' tie
she signed the Emancipation Proclamation e e
slave-owners to shift for themselves. TIn the (iufst o
the revolution the planters and ]and~holder}s e e
imperial family to shift for then'iselves. Tle:'[‘? ;: o
no 'signs of resistance in the ngncqltural‘ provine s o
Rio do Janeiro, S50 Paulo and Minas l”:rera,es,,1 wTh
more than onelalf of the slaves had been owned. f thz
p]a.ﬁtcrs who had controlled the gover.nment: ]2 e
" Empire for half a century witnessed with jcmp&tbljirg ;
cynieal indifference the establishment of a repu y

1
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?hl(]}t:;llt:rg;lgil)?;e Tl’l]: imperial dynasty had abandoned
ey . wad a game at which two could
. If f,he planters were disaffectod, so also were Brazil
ians in general.  They knew that they had all til-
COD..dIt-IOIlS required for making a rich and pm:sjeroulle
nation.  Whai was ncoded was Europesn immi' rll-'utios
on a large szale, and they had failed in all theiré‘el(fort:
tp atbract it by colonization schemes and bounties
Wlul.e the Plate countries were a powerful magnet f "
drawing Buropeans to the New World, :md t:thiI' 001;)11-
zézi;fsdwis expam'iing with phenomenal rapidity, Brazil
;m.tiomr :J Ei;;ﬂ.c.lse.a repellent force, and remained
oot il; Ijn‘qté .i lf,le was & general conviction that prog-
instimtion; 1 in wx;fﬁiél;tex;ns retarded by monarehieal
. : n Iy i
establishment of 2 republic aftz‘? tﬁ: lc(ioiziolé?]%l{foi 'the
of Dom. Pedro II. When the change of govern ot
cawme .mthout Lloodshed and almost without,ga strumelnt
bringing emancipation from the evils of r:entl"l,li;?fgoe‘
aud the J'faactinnary intrigues of eclericalism t-};e r." .
m_omonta.nly startled and then overjoyed by 1,'110 f} ‘f‘;‘?re
mf:h which the Empire had been overtln-a.:nvn “C}I‘l}?’
Princess-Regent if she had becoie Empress woul.(l ! :
made a determined fight for the throne. Civil war 1}"‘""3
been a.:verted by a well-timed revolution. Br’tzil‘ zla
1‘epub1!cn.n order wonld cease to repel immi 1'{:-tionunAer
era.of indnstrial progress would at once ho OgI;CIIGd ‘ Thn
g:;;:,:;l ztaies ot; }imzil would be destined to riw:al -t-;hg
ates of America in wealth and lati
they already did in territory and n POP“‘ “ aroes
This was .the tone of public th‘fmght du‘:‘?::;“ih;e;?umeﬁi
weeks which followed the revolution at 1o de Jw::i;-g‘lcl)l |
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The apathy of the people was the most astounding
foature of the revolution. On the day after my arrival,
a decree was issued which practically established martial
law throughout the country. There had been a trivial
mutiny a few days before among some drunken soldiers,
and owing to the absence of commissioned officers the
imperial flag had been raised. It was a ridiculous
affair, but it thoroughly alarmed the government. On
the strength of that mutiny martial law was proclaimed.
A military commission was appointed to investigate the
affuir, and eleven suspects were examined, nine of them
being set at liberty. A decree was proclaimed investing
the commission with the powers and functions of a
wailitary court. An elastic list of political offences, begin-
ning with conspiracy against the Republic and ineite-
ment to military mutiny and oending with gpeaking and
writing against the existing order of government, was
made up, and all civil processes were suspended in such
cases.  The commission was empowercd to take cog-
nizance of all such offences, and to try suspected per-
sons by martial law. The decree was applied to the
whole country. "The proprictors of the only Opposition
joarnal at once sought an interview with the Ministers,
and according to their own version were informed that
the decree applied to press offences. They suspended
the publication of their journal, Ifree speech had been
one of the polilical rights gnaranteed by the imperial
constitution. Republican editoxs had enjoyed immu-
nity from press laws, and if their rights had been
denied, a revolution would have been precipitated. The
principles of a free press were compromised by a decree
which made it dangerous for any one {0 speak ill or
to write critically of the Republican government, bub
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nothing came of it. Apathy reigned. Martial law was
© complacently regarded as a necessary evil.  Ifach after-

noon new decrees were read in Lhe newspapers and then

cigarettes were puffed and the favorable weather was
discussed. I found myself wondering whether a decree
formulating a new Decalogue would make mueh stir.
It was this condition of public apathy which ex-

plained the strange proceedings of the Three Glorious
Days. The people submitted to the overthrow of the
Empire boeause they had ceased io care anylhing about
it.  They atiributed the backwardness of their own
country to the form of government, They disliked
centralization, clericalism, and other tendencies of im-
perial rule. They wanted o change, and 50 when the
Empire went down like a child's sand palace, they were
indifferent to ity fate. The new governmend came in
with its highly improved moechanism for grinding out
decrees like stock quotations on a ticker; and the
people looketd on with languid indifference.  Govorn-
ment by self-organized military commissions was insti-
tuted, but nobody seemed to take any iuterest in it.
Martial lasw was proclaimed, and there was no excitement,
If Brazilians lhad any serions thought in this whole
matter, it was the reflection thad, thie eountry needed o
thorough shaking up, and was getting it.

I thought of these things on the last day of 1889,
when the bells rang out the year of Ropublican jubilee.
The streets of Rio de Janeiro werc thronged with a
joyous populace. Military bands in open strect cars
were entertaining the loliday erowds witl snatches of
French music ; army officers wero couspicuons in the
streets, with an air of Importance betokening conseious-
ness of their success in making history hand over hand,
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to undo their work and to regtore

| s swarmed
Lottery-licket vendors swa
4 Lrisk trade. To
isy military

and of their ability

the Empire at any hout. ‘
ir:e the pPasseio Publico and plied o

drink a strong native bmw.’ FO ]1:.;te(1;' - &ilsc{:m a lottery
band, and to attend the O,ﬂfcm;l rod fngs soreation, |
‘ :1 complete o Brazilian's hol-“_day ! lottery
whee ’d motley throng gathered about & o )f
atehe 3 fancied that I understood the feeling ;l_
stand, ab d frivolity with which the d(fw:nfall of ¢ Ii
i;;p;?,:?e T}lad tho establishment of a Pl'o"al_l?:;;llio; 0;01.
AT : am
ment ha;d. b;j e; lq,e;{:f::sfgn, ;?:;teéimgch had sa,‘nctiollield
oy ye(us't':mto means of raising moncy for hospitals
. %{S 1 Eﬁslp:lrfmscs. Many of the finest Chumhiei?a:-n
3:]‘“ :? ;ligzu,l had been built in thab Wy & Llhe Sazmtu{a
led'ltl' of a town was to be improved, &1 tter
condifion - & burdensome floating debt paid off, a 0 : y
em(}tlfflc;uoglht'in as 0 popular expcdient}. %llxe Bl‘:}zll;::‘c‘;z
was DI : 7 -‘ . a frenzy for taking ¢ 5
?cemed . be}jll;[iatu;t}lleja;:j 31113 wcreycoustant-ly dr.a.wif]lg
m t:hes.e gamout %f savings banks to fling away In the
thel’l‘ 111011(;}’ f a lottery. The revolution burst uponla.
exmtm"? ?ve;e accustomed to the phﬂnsophy o'f bI'al;l{S
peolple :j'el: (eneral Deodoro won th[“: fixst Pt Zte ’s' ;(;
zll'*]nl:lpé:o; :U.ﬂd hig family drew .hlunl;.)s].ic l{‘;;.e ::111113 ;fo o
s he §
the. day,_ 'rl\"llt‘_} Pi?d]:;:[‘;l b;;’; ;:3 f;e had in the Repul}hc
senestlo-fnsecgmt Imight prove cither a blank ora Pr;:;.:ii
i}:?eklllmi not which, bub it was o greab IEH‘::;%;: iy
the; Lad all drawn their numbers and mus

watch their luck.
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Introductions followed rapidly, and before the steamer
started T had received several accounts from eye-wit-
nesses of the bloodless revolubion. IForeign residents
spoke with cynical contempt of the baltalions which had
overthrown the dynasty. A former New Yorker told
mwe that a single squad of Broadway police could have
saved the throne. Another American undertook to
explain why the revolution had been a bloodlessone. A
new military rifle had been introduced and the old stock
of ammunition could not be used with it. DBefore the
troops could be supplied with new cartridges they were
ordered to o renwoie provinge.  They rebelled and over-

- threw the Iimpire, but while they were surrounding the

government: buildings and parading in the Ouvidor they
could not fire a shot,  This recilal geemed ineredible,
but i6 wus hardly more grotesque than the facility with
which the Republic was established by a few battalions
of young, inexperienced, and ili-disciplined soldies.
An English acquaintance told me how the first news of
the revolution reached Europe. le wasin the street,
and saw the troops blocking the entrance to the govern-
ment offices. e waited until he heard an excited
crowd shouting for a republic, and then ran to a cable
office and sent a despatch to London anmouncing that
the government bad  Dheen overthrown and that n»
republic was about to be proclaimed. Iive minutes
afterward the cable office was in the possession of the
rovolutionists and communication with the world was
broken off.

There was a long interval of inexplicable delay at the
wharf, procrastination being regarded in Brazil, not as
the thief, but as the custodian, of time, and then the
steamer was headed toward the majestic Organ Moun-
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tains. The old Benedictine monastery loomed up on
the right with the ship-yards of the Marine Hospital
below it, while on 1he left were the main coffee store-
houses, with a dry dock close at hand, which was one
of the most curious things to be seen in tle city. It
was a huge basin chiselled and hollowed out of solid
rock by conviet labor, — a public work wrought by
Egyptian methods in this modern age. "Ihe cily lying
like an encaimpment, with its Tine of grim hillsides
. posted as sentinely from the water's edge at Castello
and Gloria to the outermost suburbs, slowly receded
from view. The waters of the upper bay, studded with
islands, opened vistas of enchanting loveliness. It was
an hour'y sail of unrivalled beanty. The massive ram-
parts of the Organ Mountains were still ten miles away
when the steamer approached the landing. A train of
small open cars was waiting to carry the passengers to
the base of the mountains, over the oldest railway iu
Brazil. It was a dull, noisy ride through low, swampy
lands until the foot of the range was veached. Then
for four.miles there were precipitous grades with mag-
nificent prospects af harbor and town, and {lashing
glimpses of foaming brooks, and the old carriage road.
The train wasg scparated inte sections and operated on
the Riggenbach system. In the cowse of hall an hour
an altitude of 2800 {eet was rveached, with a viaduct 200
feet long near the summit. This seclion of the railway
18 mew, and it i3 a remarkably good engineering work.
It is a journey of unceasing variety and delight. The
scenic transformutions of the mountlaing surpass even
the wonderful panoramic effects of the harbor.
Petropolis lies in & valley of the Serra da Estrella
among the Organ Mountains. 1t is 2700 feet above the
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gea and revels In an invigorating clima.te. Yellow Jack
has never flaunted his flag there. 1t is a sectire r(?fuge
even when pestilence is raging in' tl‘te pan}c-stnckt?n
capital. As A summer 1‘esidcl_we it is unrivalled in
Brazil. 16 has comfortable German hotels, t:ctsteful
hersos, wellkept lawns, luxuriant gardens, ‘rlehghtfllll
drives and scenery unsurpassed elsewl'lere in Bra?.sl.
The valley is encompassed with mountain peaks which
can be easily scaled by roadway or path.‘ In one of the
gorges Lhere is a picluresque c:mcadc.' I hroug!ll anoi'shcr
winds the old tarnpike to an outlying town m.Mlnas
Goraes. 'The valley i3 tmvcmcq by brooks which are
spanned by substantial iron bridges at the roadwny
erossings.  The shops are cluttered Fogether, and thg
residenees are irrcgulaly grouped with a bucl(g?()ulld
of wollkoptb gardens. Thero is o norial ]‘;mpulatlo'n of
12,000 in this valley of delight, but 11, ig materially
inereased during the sumnier months. 'j‘hcre are 8000
Germans in the town, mainly descendants of the colony
planted on the imperinl estates near'ly fitty ycars ago.
Lvidences of their thrift and orderliness fthound. P:e-
tropolis is & suburban resort that .steafhl).r grows in
attractiveness while the traveller lingers in it. ',-[‘he
gardens are its chicl ornament, and in theiv tropical
bloom it is radiant in eolor tho year rouud. The roads
are equally good for diving or ru;lu.)g, and the rugged
nountains with their peaceful swmmits are always bea.u-
tiful.  One may well helieve that th(? Timperor ‘0[t6n
sighed wearily, during two years of ejxlle, for o ghmp'se
of thiy lovely valley, endcared to hiim by the agsocin-
tions of a lifetime. llow often must t]}oughts of hfs
favorite trees and fowess and of the retirement of his

library and the shaded seats in his beautiful park have
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come baclk to him in his melancholy hours like light
fl:oll‘l the west at eventime! Petropolis faded outij of
his sight forever on that gloomy and confused mornin
when he hastened to Rio de Janeiro, as he supposed t:g
form a new ministry and to get 1id of two or th,ree
unpopular leaders, hut in reality to sell ont his throno
anc then repenting of his hargain, to geb nothing for it,
but exile and bitter memories.

Petropolis is the city of the Pedroes, under whose pat-
ronage it has been steadily improved and adorned. D(;m
?edro 1. was attracted by his first glimpse of the valle
in 1822, and induced to buy a large tract which remainei
unoccupied and undeveloped until 1843. Then the Ger-
man eolony was brought in, and Dom Pedro II. began to
t.rd.;e an agive interest in the estate. The palaco was
built, the first seotion of the railway was laid, o gU(;t’l
road was opened to the foot of the range, I)dltks were
r.eserved, and Petropolis was created.  All the associa-
tions of the town centred around the imperial famil(
who loved the place and were not content to Iive any:
where else. My first stroll on Christmas morning n%i?l:
1':‘111y led to the palace in the centre of a spacious prtu-k
The gates were open, and a winding road, fringed witl;a
beds of. roses and shaded by uoble trecs, brought me to
the tnatn entrance. 1t was a large square house with
two stories in the ceutre and two lung wings of a single
tier of windows. It was a plain structure of brtick 51&
plaster, painted yellow and white. Tt was a hon;él
pﬂla.ce with an air of frugal comfort and an utter absencj(:
of display. In it the Emperor lived like a retired county
gentleman of bookish tastes, cherishing his flowers fmg
I,rilcs, and, \.vith a pcd!antry characteristic of him, ;;r':ms-
~laling Spanish books into Portuguese, and exhausting in
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achievements of petty scholarship energies which ought

to have been employed in working out the political and

social problems of Brazil. 1t was always an unsocial

house. I'he Emperor never entertained ministers or

friends. A new representative of u foreign government
was admitted to a briof formal aundience and was curtly

bowed out, never to be invited again, There wero neither

court revels nor stately banquets in those gloomy and ill-

furnished halls. The Emperor did not care for any of

these things. He and his family lived there with extreme
plainness, — almost meanly. No other monarch of the

first rank had so frugal a table, or employed so few
servants, or made less show of his dignity and power.
'Phie cquipment of the place was in Jeeping with these
conditions of simplicily nnd retivomont.  ‘The siahles
were small, for the Bmperor was accustomed to drive
behind a mule team in a shabby barouche. The servants’
equarbers were bare and cheerless. “The pawrk, with its
rare shrubbery and its wealth of flowers, alone showed
signs of disregard of checse-paring economy.

The stables and the servants’ Iodgings were ecmpty on
that Christinas morning.  The great doors at the sides
and ends of the palace were ostentatiously sealed with a
superseription indicating the date, November 18, 1889,
and $he police authority hy which the imperial house was
closed.  The citrtains and shades were drawn down with
unbroken regnlarity. The shabby furniture was still
there, apd the wardrobes and libraries were stocked
almost as they were on the morning when the summons
to exile was received. The palace and grounds had
virtually been confiseated. The imperial family were
allowed two years in which to dispose of their property,
but by decrec of December 20, 1889, they were banished
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from Brazil and forbidden to own real estate within its
borders. ‘I'his was the penalty imposed for the Emperor’s
refusal to hold to the bargain by which Iie sold out his
throne. The palace was locked upon as State property.
I heard men calmly discussing the practicability of form-
ing a stock eompany, purchasing the palace, filling up
the park with cottages, and working up what Americans
would call a real estate boom for the town. So soon
passes away the glory of roynlty.

Not far from the palace was the mansion formerly
occupied by Princess Isabel and Coont CEu. It too
had been called a palace, but it was an unpretentious
villa, large enough perhiaps for the Orleans coneepition
of prudent magnificence, but too small and plain to be
worthy of the dignity onee aceorded to it.  Near by was
the erystal palace, built by the Priucess for flower shows,
but seldom used for any purpose. It was originally
fashioned of glass, but was subsequently framed with
iron at tho sides [or proteciion againsl rain. In front
of it was a tall cross, formed by vines plauted Ly the
Princess’s hand. No obtrusive hand had touehed the

~cross, but the erystal palace, with ifs park, was in the
marfeet ready to be knocked down to the highest bidder.
The Princess’s mansion would also he sold to the first
comer willing to pay well for it.  The unfinished church
near the Emperor’s palace was also to be put on the
market. This was the structure for which decorations
and titles were peddled a few years ago. It was to have
been a noble monument to the Catholic faith, and any-
one who offered a fair subseription to the building fund
was compensated with a title or decoration of some
kind. So great a seandal was cansed that the work was
susponded, although the Princess hd sol, hor hoarl upon
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its completion. As I passed the- unfinished ehur{.;:{ 1r;
my morning stroll, I was gravely 1nf0rme$1 by a resi en
of the town that there was talk of a,]L:ermg the design
and converting the structure intb & casino. .

An American living in Brazil gave me. a eurlous
account of the mperor’s last visib to the rich province
of Sio Paulo. ‘LTouched by the signs of popular affec-
tion, the aged sovereign was led, in th(? coutse of a con-
fidentinl talk with one of his entertainers, .to .contrast
his own popularity with the cn.ldness and mdffcre}?c?
shown to other mombors of ]ns‘ household.  «1 S'ﬂ:]
reign as long as 1 live,” he exclaimed, “far the Brazil-
ians know me. My daughter, pevhaps. My grand-
children, 1 dou't know.” - T'his [()1‘{‘,0&8‘1} 0[' the fortuncs
of the dynasly was ono of many inﬂmatm‘ns that tl}o
imperor, while he did not expeet Lo lose hll? thronelln
his old age, clearly discerned the approaching revolu-
tion and the inevitable establishment of a rep.ubhcan
form of government.  What ].10 did not perceive w-ix?
the superior facility with which revolutionists c'f)u(
accomplish their purposes while he was on the throne.
1f they had waited until he was in his grave, they
would have had a determined Empress, with all the
resources of the Church to deal with. .

The revolulion was a popular revolt not only against
centralizatiou bnt alse against cleriealism. The Crown
Princess combined the rugged, robust traits of the Empe-
ror’s ¢haracter with the Neapolitan religious nature of
her mother, daughter of the king of the Two Sm.lhes.
Resolute, ambitious, and naturally fond of the.bumness
of state, she had a passion {for managing and over.ref\ch-
ing politicians, and at the same time s}')e was Em‘mllglous
sonlol easily controlled hy spivitunl advisora.  The vigor,
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inflexible purpose, and sclf-reliance which she displayed
under the Regency were qualilies which convinced
thoughiful Brazilians that Dom Pedro’s suceessor would
uot be a weak and incapable sovereign.  The deerce
of emancipation signed by Ler during her father’s ab-
sence in Europe was an earnest of the foree of charac-
ter wlich she would disclose upon ascending the throne.

With this masculine vigor was coupled piely of a fomi-

nine type. When Louis Philippe was affecting Vol-

tairean idens, Queen Marie Amélic was sornpulously
exact in her devotions and attendance at mass, and
could be seen on Sundays handing about collection-
bags in her parish church. The Crown Princess, too,
~was a pious and devoted daughier of the Church. Early
in life she was brought under the influence of religions
advisers, who convinced her that she had even greater
duties to perform for the Church than for the Impire.
As time went on, their ascendency over her mind was
completely established. As Queen Marie Amélie had
humbled herself, se she was wont to subject herself to
degrading discipline. A Biazilian told me of the pain-
ful sensation created in Rio de Janociro when it became

known one day that the futwre Empress had token a

broor and swept out the aisles of 2 churelt as an act

of penance. This ncident, if the details were not ex-
aggerated, disclosed the absolute dominion whiel oleri-
cal advisers had obtained over Ler.

Other evidence was not wanting. The Emancipation
Act was known to have been the work of the Jesuits
rather than the ministers of the day. The Princess-
Regent’s religious guides, knowing that she and her
hughand were unpopular, perceived the advantage of
obtaining for her the eredit of liberating 1,500,000 slaves.
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The Ministry, being aware of the ﬁlzm.(;lall emia;ll‘}a::;
ment and ruin that would be cause }J: sﬁav;ammﬁbn
were taken unawares, desired’ to d;a[lj; the 'I}E;)cpri,;cess_
asl until the Emperors retuin. . -
Fﬁteggitprefcrred to act upon the couns‘;al ‘Of, tgetc?leor];
calists. Tt was a great stroke aof slate, feslg 18 o
ciliale public opinion and to (}Ild-f}_?;l;[' the fu ;’n‘a S-C'Oic_ings
Lo the hearts of the people. 'The pop.l.—l AR\ .1 Jrs g
were tumultuous at the time ;Lfblit :;:h:a1 ;};T 8;511‘;2}2 et
vn into a sullen, resentful temper, wh 86
1(;1111;;:;} 11ed them to recognize in the 1'ev}0111_1t1;)r; 3;1 :;::
of retribution; and the sobor se?ond ’t oudg{) of the
D e o of e Aomination of larialim
mistakable a revelation of ine z |
atfﬂ? llvl:q not long before another demonstrflt:mn of cle}1;1—
cal influence was made. A measure px-owtld}ng I?]rar‘r;‘ ne-
full degree of religious equality ana taleration g

" teed by the imperial constitution was introduced and

passed by the Senate. Als t}flat bo?}{. W;icliitl :f-—cioizt:g:l |
tive, and recruited mainly from the o of impotia:
tisans, | action in promptly passing the bill create
P::f;::?Z"sil;g:ﬁ;(i:ient, :ind the concurrence of\the lc‘)wel‘
%lmmber was taken as a matter of course. '111{? C1?xv1}
Princess, instigated by ber advisers, at once butﬁ;zdn;i;
self in obstructing the measure and pl‘CVQlltll:lg: L ei o
ment. She went from house to house, obtaining ngthe
tures to a popular protest against the p:{qsage ocomt
Religious Liberty Act. Her husband an : many ourt
ladies assisted her in the work, and befoi_lfggm(?n}; me)n |
the remonstrance had been sign(}d by over 1, }w'bitior.
The country was dazed by this rern-ark'abd? exhi i 03(;
of religious bigotry. It served the imine iate purp
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of defeating the measuve, with the adventitious aid of
- s group of obstructionists; but it also furnished over

whelming evidence of the ascendency which clerical

intrigners would have in the councils of te next reign,

Roman Catholicism was the established religion of the

State; but the Brazilians were a free people, jealous of

private libertics, and disposed, like Gambetta, to cry

out, *Clericalism is the enemy.”

The Crown Princess’s headstrong and capricious im-
pulses were strengthened ratler than controlled by her
Fronch hushand, who, in the popular estimation, was
held responsible for most of her mistakes and errors of
judgment. Count d’Eu had the futal Orleans gift of
incurring unpopulariby, From his first appearance in
Brazil he had been regarded as a foreigner who wasg
accumulating a fortune at the expense of the natives.
He was a landowner wit) a large rent-roll, invested
his money well, and kept the bulk of Lis fortune in
Europe. There was no more effective methnd of
impairing his popularity among the masses in Brazil
than that offered by the exercise of ordinary business
prudence, for which the Qrlcans prinees have been con-
spicuous generation after ganeration.

Petropolis was dazed for o few hours on thut eventful
November morning when the shabby state-coach was
driven to the station to meet a apecial train for the
oapital ; but when the tidings came that the maperial
family had sailed, and that the palaces were to De
closed, there was a reversion to more clicerful views of
the future of the town. Men told me solerly that
Petropolis wonld ke rapid strides in wealth and
progress, now that the incubus of the royal family had
been lifted off. Hundreds of new houses and cottages

i
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arranged that he should leave the city late at night so
as to avoid tho risks of popular renction and exciteinont.
Only a fow hours had been allowed for the preparations
for the journey. 'The physician and several ladies had
already gone out to a gunboat in the customs barge.
The officer who was to conduct the Emperor, the Crown

Princess, and Count d’Eu to the landing dreve up to

the palacec. The Emperor met him with exelamations
betokening 2 mind disordered with gricl. I had hoped
to die in DBrazil. What have 1 done to merit this?
What crimes have my family committed? T tell you,
officor, we are all fools, —you and 1 and everybody!
We de not know what we ave about. We understand
nothing, —except that Brazil is dear to us!” With
such disjeinted exelamations and many sobs and groans,
the Emperor went down to the landing and stepped for
the last time on DBrazilian soil. Iis daughter also
asked, with choking voice, what she, or her father, or
her husband had donc that they should be bundled
off ignominiously, and not cven allowed time to get
together their travelling wraps, Count d’Fu alone
retained self-control, and busied himself in calming the
court ladies who were accompanying the royal fugitives.
There was only a small group of bystanders at the land-
ing as they embarked on a small steam launch. It was
three o'clock in the morning, and the lights of the city
were burning low. The launch conveyed them to a
gunhoat, which lay at anchor in the harbor. At ten
o’clock the gunboat went out to mect the packet Ala-
gdas, whioh had been chartered to take the royal exiles
to Lisbon. The ironclad Riachuelo accompanied the
steamer to Cape Frio. That rocky headland was the
unhappy monarch’s last glimpse of his deatly loved
connlry.
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A NEW ERA IN BRAZIL

AMERICAN PRECEDENTS FOLLOWED — AN ENLIGHTENRD

SCIIEME OF CONSTITUTIONAYL LAW-—DEODORO’S DICTA-
TORSUIP AND DOWNFALT — DISESTABLISMIMENT OF THE
CHURCII — IIOME RULE — FINANCIAL

DISORDERY — A
STRUGULE FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT

. THE Provisional ‘Government, which had been placed
I power by the garrison of the capital, became, on
November 15, 1889, the solo repository of political
authority. In a single week the ground was cleared
and all the institutions of the Empire were swepi’;
away. 1Tt was eentralized administration reduced to a
system of extraordinary simplicity, but general apathy
prevailed, since it was known that a comunission was
embodying the decrees of the self-org

ment in a eonstitution which would uwiti
mitted to & nation

anized govern-
mately be sub-
. s al assembly elected by the people.
TI?IS comnussion of five constitution-makers was ap-
pomted by the decree of December 3, 1889. It doliv-
ered the text of the Constitution to the Provisional
Government on May 30, 1800. The Coustitution was
proclaimed on June 22, 1890, but was declared to be in
force only so far as it related to the election, on Sep-
tember 15, of two houses of Congress, which were to be

mvested with the supreme function of revisin
sanctioning i,
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Although the French was the only literatnre “'rith
which the educated classes were conversant, W-ashmg-
ton rather than Paris was the source from which the
Brazilian law-makers derived their inspiration. Th.o
sharpest possible departure from French pmca'erlnre' is
the adoption of the American type of presm‘lentlal,
as distinguished from eabinet povernment. 'l.he fld-
ministration is not left dependent upon -Ieglsla.m‘re
divisions; there is no premiership, and ca‘ctmet minig-
tors rotain their portfolios at the discretion of ‘[:he
Execoutive. In France, the deputies aspire to give
direction to the administrative impulses as wcl} ns t'o
the legislative functious of the nation. In Brazil, .1t is
the exeeutive admiuistration, and not .the na.tl.onal
legis}aturé, which is strengthened in 31.1 ite functions.
The President was elected in the first instance by thz
National Assembly, as in France; bub under the Con?.tb
tution his successors will be chosen by popular election
through the instrumentality of an electoral collt?ge.
The Executive derives lLis authority from the natlf)n,
and is uot responsible to Congress except- wh.en im-
peached. Witha complete separation of legislative and
executive functions is combined the same system of
checks and balances which has promoted stability and
permanence in the United States. ‘

The most signifivant departures from the American
plan are the lengthening of the official terms, the sub-
stitation of cducational for universal suffrage, and the
facility with which the Constitution may be amended.

The President’s term is six years and he cannob be
re-olected ; @ seuabor’s is nine years, and a representa-
tive’s is three years. These are changes fqr the better,
gince the.excitement aud turmoil of eleetions dre ren-
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dered less frequent. The proportion of illiternte olasses
to the whole population is so large that it has been
necessary to protect the state against ignorance. The
electorate includes all men of the voting age, without
distinctions of race or previous condilion of servltude,
who can read and wrile. While educalional sullrage
marks a distinet advance upon universal suffrage, the
facility with which the Constitution may be amended
invalves a sacrifice of that prihiciple of wholesome con-
servatism which has contributed to the permanency of
the American system. In Buazil the approval of the
State legislatures is dispensed with when the Constitu-
tion is revised. The legislatures may apply for and
recomunend changes 1t the organic law, bul Congress is
armed with supreme power to decide upon ths pro-
posals and may act independently of such initiative
measures.  French influence and example have pre-
vailed In siwplilying and expediting the process of
constitutional change.

Brazil had sceured what wus theoretically the Dost
scheme of constitutional republicanism known in Tropi-
cal Arerica; but o nation.which has been misgoverned
for gencrations was condemmned to work out its salvation
in fear and trembling. There was not a republic of
Latin-American blood which ad not made a rough copy
of the American Coustitution; and in every one of
those States, after the patriotic revolt against Spain,
powerful families, military dictators, and political cabals
had usurped from time to time the supreme functions of
democracy. Presidents, while prohibited from serving
f second term, had either perpetuated their own power
or had promoted the ambitious ends of ruling families
by nominating their own successors, calling the military

A BRAZILIEH PORT
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garrisons of the capital to their aid and foreing Congress
or the elcctoral colleges to ratify their decision. With
the American Constitution as the common basis of
republican government in Spanish America, travesties of
political liberty and constitutional republicanism had
been cnacted and oligarchical and military rule had
been the prevailing type. Brazil had entered upon the
same struggle from darkuess to light.

From the opening of the National Assembly which
had been elected on Septewber 15, 1890, there were
signs of an irreconcilable conflict between the President
and the legislators. A large majority of the senators
and deputics had been chosen under pressure exerted
directly or indircetly by the Provisional Governments
of Rio de Janeiro and the provineial capitals; but when
they assembléd for the revision of the Constitution they
were fully conscious of Lheir power. Many of the trained
servants of the imperial civil service, having made their
peace with the revolutionary govermnent, reappeared
in public life, and from the floors of Congress displayed
s delermination to control the departments of adminis-
tration. For several genecrations lawyers, journalists,
and edncated men, who were not planters, had con-
sidered it necessary to earn a living through political
employment. They could not afferd to lose their ccou-
pation, but were anxious to return to office to play the
old games of polilical combination and patronage. As
they were all out of office, they naturally formed the
nucleug of an opposition party and were reinforced by
republicans who were discontented with their velations
with the central administration. Before the revision of
tho Constitution was completed on Febroary 24, 1891,
the opposition groups had secured n majority in each
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housc. General Deodoro da Fonseea was elected to
the prosidency, but only by a small majority, 129 votes
being east for him and Y7 for Dr. Prudente de Moraes,
president of the Congress.  Of the five scattering votes,
two were cast for General Floriano Peixoto, who was
immediately eleeted vice-President. Deodoro would
probably have been defeated, if there had not been
general apprehension of military intervention and the
arrest of his principal opponents.

The provisional ministry had been reorganized in
the meantime, but the constitutional President de-
clined either to renew their appointments or to subuit
their nominations to the approval of Congress. 'Ihis
uncompromising assertion ol his independence of the
legislators oxcited criticism. Official interference with
the freedom of the press was also angrily resented.
The opposition to the government culminated in the
passage of three mcasures dirvected against the Pregi-
dent.

The first of these declarcd that the duties of winister
of State were incompatible with the exercise of other
functions. This was a Dlow aimed directly against
obnoxious ministers, and especially Luccna, who swas
governor of the State of Pernambuco and a judge of
the Bupreme Court. This hill, after passmg  both
houses, was vetoed by the President on the ground
that it deprived him of his constitutional right of
choosing his ministers. The senate passed it a socond
time, by a vote of 29 to 15, one vote short of the con-
stitutianal requirement of two-thirds. In order to
gecure the requisite majority, the vote of the Presi-
dent’s brother, who was governor of Alagfas, was
thrown out, on the ground that he was a double office-
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holder aud disqualified from taking pert in the division.
The President also veboed a bill for limiting the powsrs
of governors in States which had not been organized
on the basis of home rule. On October 29 he vetoed
as nnconstitutional o third measure, defining the crinies
for which the Ixeccutive was linble to lmpeachment.
This bill was passed over the velo by the senate on
November 2, and subsequently by the chamber of
deputies. It was at once apparent that cither t-l.LB
President must submit te impeachment proceedings in
a senate where bwo-thirds of the members were hostile
to him, or else dissolve Congress and establish a 1mnili-
tz‘xry dictatorship. ~ After hesitating for twenty-four
hours and receiving from the Adjutant-General assur-
ances of the loyalty of the army to his personal for-
tunes, he took np arms against Congress.

On November 4, 1891, a manifesto was published,
dissolving Congress, and proclaiming martial law in the
federal district and in the city of Nietheroy on the
opposite side of the bay from Rio de Janei.ro. The
nation was ealled upon to clioose representatives to' a
new Congress, which should he empowered to révise
the Constitution under conditions to be made known in
the decree of convocation. Iu a manifesto issued to the
nation, the President reviewed the constitutlional con-
troversies which had arisen and accused the legislators
of attempting to paralyze the administration and to
compass the overthrow of the Republic. As the houses
of Congress wers not allowed to assomble, there was no
counter-demonstration. Most of the States acquiesced
in the usurpation, but Rio Grande do Sul openly
revolted against it, organized a revolutionary govern-
ment, and in twenty days had a force of 50,000 soldiers

[IPRNISTY B A - S
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under arms and in readiness to defend the State and to
take the field against the Dictator. A similar move-
ment in Sio Paulo was suppressed only by rigorous
action of the governor; and there were similar signs
of disaffection in Bahia, P°ar, and other States. The
garrison of Rio de Janeiro, weakeuned by the with-
drawal of many battalions for service clsewhere, was
influenced by popular disapproval of the dictatorship.
The naval officers, headed by Admirals Wandelkolk
and Costudio de Mello, after consulting seeretly with
congressional leaders, planned a demonstration against
Deodoro. The government placed Admiral Wandel-
kolk and ex-Minister Bocayuva under arrest, but
Admiral Costodio de Mello escaped to the fleet, pre-
vailed upon the officers fo support him, and brought
three vessels of war in line of aclion off the city on
November 28. President Deodoro, in order to avert
the bootbardment of the capital, resigned his office.
The wice-President, General Floriano Peixolo, suc-
ceeded him, reorganized the ministry, and called upon

Congress to reassemble. This second revolution was

accompiished without bloodshed and without scenes of
disorder, except the deslruction of two newspaper
offices. With the overthrow of Deodoro there was a
return o the constitutional system.

~ Dependence upon military force nnd contempt for
civilians in public life have been characteristic features
of the political history of Spanish America. In the
early days of colonization and conquest military adven-
turers were constantly complaining of the disturbances
and intrigues caused by lawyers and Indian-reforming
monks. Cortes in Mexico, Pizarre in Peru, and tho
governors of Iispaniola, Cartagena, and Panama re-
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peatedly besought. the home governmenis to recall the
lawyers and to allow the soldiers to rule the new pos-
sessions without interference from civilians. The same
jealousy of lawyers and legislators has been revealed in
nearly every Spanish-Awmerican conutry since the wars
for independence. Ordinarily the Presidents have been
genevals; the garisons have supported them; and when
Tawyers and politicians have harassed them in national
legislatures, there have been usurpations of power, mili-
tary dictatorships, and suspensions of eonstitutional law.
When Deodoro, after struggling for twelve months with
the factions in Congress, closed the doors of S8o Chris-
tovio Dalace and proclaimed a dictatorship, he had
recotrse (o a familinv expedient of Latin-Ameriean
civilization. The speedy collapse of his administration,
when it was wholly dependent upon military foree, was
a good augnry for the future of Brazil. It disclosed at
onee the weakness of the army by which the Hmpire
had been overthrown and the strength and sLablhty of
the constitutional system.

In the early days of the Republic, the vamoml
Ministry were uuable to agree upon the radical policy
of disestablishing the Church. They decreed civil mar-
riage, but debated for several weeks the expediency of
cutting off the appropriations for the support of the
clergy. Ruy Barbosa in conversation with me intimated
that a compromise was to be brought about, by which
the salavies of the clergy would be paid while the incum-
bents of parishes lived, but that no new stipenda would
Le provided.  Fortunately for Brazil there was no com-
promise of the disestablishment question. Constant’s
ideas prevailed, and the Church wag soparated from the
state. This was a radical measure for disarming and’
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suppressing clericalism,  Under the Constitution no
religious denomination was permitted te hold relations
of dependence upon, or alliance with, the federal ar
State governments. ‘The salarvies of the clergy, which
were formerly paid from the national treasury, were
suspended, and the States were prohibited from estab-
Iishing, subsidizing, or embarrassing the cxcrcise of
religious worship.  Every ehurch was made free in the
free State. Civil marriage was recognized as essential.
Cemeteries were subjecled to municipal control. In-
structlon in- State schools and public institulions was
seoularized, and municipalities were prohibited from
modifying this rule. The company of Jesuits was
oxcluded from the country, and fhe founding of new
convents and monastic orders was forbidden. By these
and other drastic regulations in the fundamental law,
the domination of the Church in political affairs was
cowmpletely shattered. Brazil in emancipating itself
from clericalism began very far in advance of the goal
which had been reached after protracted agitation by
Chili, the most progressive State in South America. If
a stagnant country has required thovough processes of
revolution, so has the lethargic  Chureh. Under the
Republic there is promise of resurrection among the.
crumbling tombs of national religion.

Eduoation is what is needed for the leavening of the
whole Tump of Brasilian ignorance and superstition,
In some of the States efforts. have already .been pub
forth to render elementary cducation compulsory, and
liberal grants have been made for the maintenance of
schoals ; but in the remaining States there are the most
inadequate provisions for education. According Lo one
of the latest official returns there are between 8,000,000
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and 9,000,000 men, women, and chil_dren-in 'B%'azil, wh_o
can neither read nor write. Until th]S.l].].ItBl‘ff‘O}-)' is
stamped out, there can neither be a permanent religious
revival in the Roman Catholic Church nor any ma.r}cﬂed
progress of Protestantism with its open Bible. .ihe
budgets voted by the chambers have beefl appropriated
mainly for higher educasion for the medical, lm-':r, poly-
technic, mining, military, and naval schools, Whlcl'.l are
to be visited in Rio de Janeiro. Not one of these insti-
tutions is worthy of the national capital. ‘ There is
net o university in Brazil, nor is there a sn?glc tech-
nical school of high rank. Private benefaohon_s have
been swallowed up by innumerable hospitals and Asy-
lems, many of them now out of date and useless, while
institutions of learning have not been founded. If
there be sueh backwardness in promoting the higl'lor
schools, what must be the state of primary education

.when dependent upon the exhausted exchequers of the

overtaxed provinees? |
Perhaps tho most bopeful sign for the cause of
progress and religion is the adoption of educational

‘suffrage as the condition of ecitizenship. This will

operate in two ways: it will creale a.gencml desire
for education as a means to the attainment of 'the
rights of citizenship; and it will compel the governing
classes in all the provinees to mmiltiply schools Ia.ud to
support them liberally, Negrdes or P_ortuguese‘, who
do not themselves read and write, will take pains to
make voters of their children. The non-voting popu-
lation will insist upon having schools brought within
their reach, and provincial asscmblies will make more
generous grants for primary education than have ever
been sanctioned. Under the Republie, illiteracy, which
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is now a souree of national Teproach, will inevitably
decline. There will be moxre light in a benighted land.
With light there will come a 4

churches which now look like
faith.

While the rights of national administration and leg-
islation are reserved for the Executive and Congress,
each provines of the old Empive is armed by the Con-
stitution with administrative and legislative autonomy
a8 & sovereign State. The relations between the fed-
eral govetnment aud the States are detormined with
such precision as to preclude secession, nullifieation, or
states rights agitation, At the same time home rule is
guaranteed by the Constitution. The federal govern-
ment cannot intervene in the internal affairs of the
States, except to repel invasiom, to mainlain the re-
publican federative form of administration, to restore
public order upon requisition from the local authorities,
and to secure the execution of laws of Congress and
compliance with federal sentences. The National Gov-
ernment bas exclusive power to decree import taxes;
entrance, olearance, and port dues; postal and tele-
graph contributions; the maintenance of custom-houses;
and the establishment of banks of issue. It exclusively
pertains to the States to impose taxes upon landed
property. Within these lines' and subject to some
exemptions respecting coclesiastical matters, each State
has a right to adopt a constitution in harmony with
the federal Constitution, to clect its own oxeentive and
legislature, and to exercise all the functions of self-
government, .

The States remained under their provisional govern-
ments until the Constitution was adapted.  Sio Paulo,

eligious quickening in
the tombs of a dead
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4, Bahia, Pcrnamh.u_co, a.ncl. otlfcr States,. tvgre reor-
ganized during 189?1 with cons titutions 'ofll,ho‘n' mznl, pro-
viding for the election of their OWTl ZOVEITOrS and legis-
latures, and autonomy for municipalities. W]}lle.the
most important provinccs were ‘colllverted -s.peeﬁlly nto
self-governing States riled by their own Ul‘tlzel,ls., oth:ers
remmnined in a transition stage under ])cc{(ln}'o 8 :}dmul»
istration. Their condition was hardly c11st1113u1311;}ble
from that of old-time provinces under the Empir‘e,.smce
they were governed by partisans of De'odm"o. This was
one of the main grievances debated in (Jongress: In
many of the States tho popular idea of- Liomo 1'11'10 is the
ripht of the leading mon in the GE‘Lp'lta.]. fo dismiss a
governor and to set up o provisional government
whenever they choose to order a political change.
There have been: sevoral revolutions of this order, and
the National Government, not having facilities for rapid
trangportation of ti-oops to remote provinces, is powerless
to prevent them.  This distribution of power among the
States threalens to be detrimental o the stability of the
National Government. Every State government is at
the mercy of political mobs and discontented garrisons.

The Provisional Government was singularly success-
ful at the outbrealk of the revolution in maintaining
the financial credit of the country. Business steadily
improved during 1890, and a large coffee erop com-
manding exceptionally high prices insured f.a'vomble
rates of exchange. When tho general olections oc-
curred and the Constitntion was revised and nccep?ed
by Congress, the feeling of bushiess blloyancy which
bad prevailed, in spite of political uncertainty, created
a strong speculative movement. During 1891 ht'mdredg
of banks were organized and mining companies and -

ar



T0 TROPICAL AMIERICA

industrial syndicates formed. Appeals were made to
bi-le government lor concessions and contracts 011’ all
sides, a.nd capital was subscribed for innumerable new
enterp'rlses. Many of these projects wore specuhti;'
and visionary. Under an unwise decree, {or 'ﬁ"]‘li('}?
Barbosa was responsible, hanks were org‘an,ized by tl;
hundred, and government concessions and cnngrftfl;t:
were granted most recklessly and often andor oortl.rl'
?}mm *Ev]u'c;]l involvod oflicial corruption. A ;Iup;'vui{:
f:{;;:,e:i].m currency and an impairment of public eredit
_ One o_f the most enconraging signs was u marked
mercaso in inunigration.  Tn 1889 the number af imn ;
grants arriving in Brazil was 65,161; in 15;90 it w:;
109,'?0‘0. This increase not only served to convin;
Brazilians that it was the Bmpire which had re e]le:;:
: .Europe:ms from their shores and caused them to sI:mﬁn
into t‘he Plate republies, but alse encouraged (th
?epu.bllcn.n government to sanction land greﬁlt-s 'mr?
immig ~fzt1on schemes on o scale for whicli even {th.
Argentine furnished no precedent. Brazil, durin thg
ﬁrst.year of the Republie, became a specul;tive fnd
monium. It was menaced during the second 0'1,11)-‘ ':1-
all the evils of financial disorder and colla - Tﬂ i
W}}ich had overwhelmed the Argentine. pee o eredit
The .magnitude of these "speculative schemes f
tc“lewiellopm g the resources of Brazil may be readily illu:f
13_&905;5;7 The area covered by 210 land grants was
) square miles, an extent of lerritory nearl
cqual to that of Great Britain and Ireland 'i‘h'y
represented national domain, which was given .'nm . tls
land specgla.tors and government jobhers. Dux{-in‘:}ﬂlg
same period confracks were nominally made fol('g the
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introduction of 1,415,750 families from Burope. This
implied a prospeetive addition of over 7,000,000 to the
population.  The railway grants were equally reckless,
and Lnndreds of syndicates of all kinds were furnished
with monetary guarantecs from the freasury. The
country was flooded with paper money issued by hun-
dreds of corporations under a free banking law similar
to thal of the Argentine, which had produced most
disastrous resulis.  Praflic in goverment concessions
and speculation in the ghares of new railway, mining,
and industrial enterprises engrossed the attention of
acliye politiciany and practical business men, 1t was
o delirions bime, when all classes wore overbrading and
gambling upon the material prosperity wlich was to
follow the introduction of republican institutions.
Every day brought with it a fresh batch of government
concessions and guarantces for colonies in the wilder-
ness, new cities in unexplored regions, and ports in
uninhabited sections of the voast. Tt wag the fatal
Argentine fover, and it was both malignant and con-
tagious.
1f Brazil has boen saved from the financial revulsions
which seemed 1o he impending in 1891, its good for-
tune is to be attributed to the warning which foreign
investors had received in the Argentine. When the
speculators and politicians had locked up their own
capital in visionary undertakings, they could not find
» market abroad for shares in their new companies.
English invesiors whose hands had been badly burned
on the Plate locked with suspicion upon the glowing
prospectuses and refused to believe that the capital
subgcribed represented bard cash. They had already
invested from $350,000,000 to $100,000,000 in Bra-



72 TROPICAL AMERICA

zillan securities, and they prudently refrained from
inerensing their holdings. As foreign capital was
withheld, the native spcculative companies scon lan-
guished from sheer inanition. Disordered conditions
of exchange, an inflated currency, and higher prices
than had ever before been known combined to produce
a reaction.  Financial reform became the crowning
issue of the day.

There arc two phrages which are constantly heard in
Brazil.  One is, “ Wait a little,” and the other is, “ Be
patient.” * Each reveals a national habit of deliberation
and procrastination formed under the influence of an
enervating climate.  From race instinet Brazilians have
adapted themselves slowly and mechanically to the
altered political and social conditions under the Repub-
lie. As they are never known either to make haste in
business or pleasure or to be anxious for the morrow,
they have not expected republican institutions to ao-
complish at once the work of national regencration.
They Lave been content to wait a little and to he
patient. This is a quality of mind which has recon-
ciled them to a gradual and laborious fulfilment of
expectations of material progress inspired by the over-
throw of the Impire. They believe that they have
entered upon a future of brilliant promise. They know
that Brazil is a country whose resources arc practicaily
inexhaustible; that there is hardly a plantation or forest
product of tropical climes which cannat be raised under
the most favorable conditions on their soil; that their
mountaing are vich in irpn, lead, gold, and preeious
stones; that their river system is unparalleled, and that
they have all the requirements for making a wealthy and
powerful nation. The Provisional Government was
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irregular in its processes and arbitrary In its decrees,
but it opened a way for the industrial development of
the most wonderful country on the face of the carth.
Faith in the future of Brazil has reconciled the people
to disordered finances, tewpovary military usurpation,
and constitutionnl anomalies. They have consoled
themselves with the rellection that democratic and
industrial progress has Dbeen retarded there, as else-
where in Latin America, by prevailing conditions of
popular ignorance, but that republican institntions in
the end will inevitably accomplish their perfect work.
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ENTRANCE OF TIHE PLATE

HOW A COMMERCIAL i')MPIR,E HAS BEEN WON -— IHUMELI
PIE FOR AN AMERICAN — EUROPREAN MARITIME LNTER-
PRIST—MONTEVIDEG AND ITS SUBURIS — NIGHT PASSAGH
TO RUENOS AYRILS

AN American who visits the Brazilian coast towas
and continues the voyage lo the river Plate can hardly
fail to be impressed with the commercial enterprise of
maritime Kurope. An empire lost in the northern
hemisphere has boen replaced by another gained during
the present century. A hundred years ago the Ituro-
- pean was driven from the American colonies and com-
Pelled to resign control over a continental domain which
13 now the industrial empire of a free people number-
ing 63,000,000. What was lost in the North has been
regained in the South. Latin America is the commer-
cial empire of the maritime nations of Burope. They
hold two-thirds of the national debt of DBrazil. They
have supplied a large sharc of the capital required for
railway, banking, and industrial enterprises there.
They have organized the internal trade of the Amazon
valley.  They have established their ascendeney in
the coast towns and made the import trade their own.
They control the commerce of the Plate countries at

Montevideo and Buenos Ayres. The weight of their
74
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capital, maritime enterprise, and industrial skill is felt
all the way from the Straits of Magellan to the Isthmus.
South America is tenanied by proud nations, jealous of
their political liberties; but it is the commercial depen-
dency of maritime JZurope. '

[ went down the coust from Rio de Janeiro in the
steamer Britdhnia with a merry company of English
trovellers who were hound for Patagonia, the Falkland
Islands, and Chili.  Most of them were sheep-farmeis,
and they told me that the capital required for opening
Patagonin on hoth the Argentine and Chilian coasts was
supplicd ftom England.  Tho bleale Fullkland Islands
are tenanted by Scolchmen, who have opened large
sheep-farms there. This is the southernmost Furopean
colony in the New World, and while it has 2 popula-
tion of only five thousand the English are there to
yuake what they can out of it. As we were smoking
and chatting together from day to day, the ship passed
the entrance to the lower coffee belt at Santos and
coasted along three of the southern provinces of Brazil:
Paranf, a State as lurge as Kansas; then Santa Catha-
rina, as small as Maine; and at last Rio Grande do
Sul, equal to New York and Ponnsylvania combined.
The lofty sierras of the coffee belt were reduced to-
gently sloping hills, and a rolling prairic offered rich
pasturage for cattle and sheep. The list of agricul-
tural products, which began under the equator with
rubber nnd included sugar, cotton, tobacco, and coffee
in the direction of the tropic, was completed with
wool, hides, and wheat on the bordexs of the temperate
zone. Beyond Rio Grande do Sul and Porto Alegre
was the pateway of the Plate, the majestic river.en-
brance to the three republies of the South, whose indus-
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tries were also almost wholly agricultural.  Furope
directs and controls their trade and supplics themn with
manufactures of its own as completely as it monopolizes
the commeree of the Brazilian seabogrd from the shift-
ing delta of the Amazon to the shingles and sand
dunes of Rid Grande do Sul,

How has this commercial empive, which replaces what
the English lost o eentury ago in North America, what
the French sold for o song in Louisiana, and what the
Spanish frittered away by misgovernment in the far
South, been regained by modern Europs? The secret of
the establislment of European commercial supremacy
in that part of the world is the intelligence with which
the shipping and mercantile interests of maritime na-
tions have been fostered and developed. The American
Civil War marked the tarning-point in the sobstitu-
tion of steam for sail power in the trausportation of
ocean freight. About 1865 the {first English mail
steamer was running into Montevideo wilh a govern-
ment sabsidy. At the end of twenty years there were
618 European steainers, with a tonnage of 900,000, enter-
ing the same port, a tannage nearly three times as great
ns that of the sailing fleet. At the end of 1888 the ton-
nage had visen to 1,264,919, with move than two
steamers a day. 'This marked the triumph of superior
maritime enterprise.  While the United States has
been neglecting its shipping interests and doing noth-
ing to restore its comnercial marine on the high seas,
Europe has been building and manning merchant fleetg
by which an empire could be conquered.

If any American, weak and lowly in spirit, have a
voraclous appetite for humble pie, let him take passage
for the Plate. He will find Montevideo and Buenos
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Ayres the most enterprising cities -of the southern'hfz?;;
gphere, and in cach harbor he will see 2 magtr'ull ont
merchant fleel, representing every mamt;mf} na ;0 1 o
cept his own. He will recognize off the wa,teé-fon
Montevideo the flags of Englm'x-d, Fr.anec, u,m;arrlxi,‘
Italy, Spain, Belgium, afid Brzyml, flying fr‘om fS 19.&01‘-
ships lying at anchor, and he \?’Jll see a :lsw'm m ouﬂlin
wegian, Danish, English, I-taha.n‘, and Grenm; Eh .'cnﬁ
vessels; but he will look in vain for- the ]meulm‘
flag, unless he catehes a glimpse, as I did, of the C(fj)[‘hai
of some poor old war ship like the Tallapoo?s‘c‘a. 1 d
battered hullke was in the harbor W?]C]I 1 :ane(Rf‘mh )
ancther relic of old-time naval architecture, the zi.-
mond, was on the way from Behia to the South Atlan zo
gtation. These ships were needed, perhz-l:ps, to com.pl.e e
the exhibition of American degeneracy in the maritime
WO; _li.as fully -prepared, after land.ing and passiFg f13}19 |
customs line, for the look of bewilderment on t ;e alee
of the genial proprietor of the Fr(?,nch hotel,‘w 1en };e
was asked to direct me to the American cu'nsula.te.f :i
did not know where it was, although it wasl OuII;
subsequently only a few blocks from the ?lUtﬂ . ne
was too polite to be offensive and apparenltly “tas Ec;,
willing to confess that he Was unaware of tlj;zhp{ese 00
of any American functionary in the .olty. ere w:her
similar signs of incredulity and hewﬂder.me_nt mto »
faces when { sought in the streets.-for pllf)tﬂ,.ge 'El 119
consulate. Shop-keepers doing business Wl.thln a oolc
of the office had never heard .of an American 00(;1331 .
Apparently people in Montenfleo vaguely re;?ar. z
United States as being a cwious country, having
place somewhere on the map of the western hemi-
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sphere. They think of it very much as children in
American schools idly conjecturs what the ice-fislds
surrounding the North Pole are like. Euyope sends
out its merchant fleets to their harbor to stock their
shops and houses with everything which human inge-
nuity can devise for promoting comfortable or luxurious
living.  The United States 110 longer contributes freely,
as in the olden time, its Yankee nolions. American
ships enter the harbor so infrequently that the children
of Montevideo are growing up in ignorance of the
mighty industrial nation that styles itsclf “The Grand
Republie.”

At the close of the American Civil War two ocean
steamers entered Montevideo in the course of a
month.  Now there are two arrivals every day the
year round, exclusive of river oraft and coasters. At
Buenos Ayres there has been an cven greater develop-
ment of commerce. The tide of immigration rises
higher every year, and the Argentine is filling up with
[iuropean settlers. It is the marvellous progress of the
United States reduced to south latitude. I'rance and
Tialy, under a system of navigation and ship-building
bounties, liave largely increased their steam fleets in
those waters. Germany and England, with liberal
compensation for mail transportation, have easily kept
abreast with the progress of their rivals. There is
intense rivalry among the four chief maritime powers
for the control of the commerce of the Plate. So fast is
the pace that sailing vessels are dropping out of the race.
The French bounty law of 1881 and the Italian bounty
law of 1885 have failed to revive the sailing marines of
those countries. Itisa steamship 1ace, and the United
States has not a single entry out of 765, It had sixteen
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sailing vessels in port during 18883 out of 1357 a.rrfva,ls
of all vlasses, and not one steamship. European rlva?s
are making extraordinary exertions to enlarge t}11eu‘
ficets and to ostablish commereial supremacy. The
United States has done nothing, at.le.a.st 1111t1} March,
1891, {0 aid its commerce. It regards -I\i.mrtewdeo as a
headthlnl station for its Seuth Atlantlc‘ squadron and
apparently is content with its humiliating cffacement
from the straggle for maritime ascendency. .

The four great powers, which have largely inereased
their commerein]l marines in the course of‘ ten years,
have slso doubled dheir export tiade.  Bolgium, which
recently subsidized an nglish line, has .increased her
volume of exports to Urnguay neamly five times. Frajnce
and Italy under bounty laws have done- w.011t The United
States along remains stationary, for it is the only great
country in the world that systema.tically.neglects the
interests of its commercial marine. Against a fleet of
294 Turopean stcamships, it had in 1890 ﬁvg steamers
on the Brazil coast as far as Santos, and nojc-hlng below
except o sailing vessel perhaps once or twice a _month
in the harbor of Montevideo. The exparts to the
United States show no pereeptible increase from year
to year. In 1889 the aggregate was $2,252,428, aga.mst
$2,347,064 in 1882, The exports from the United
States to Montevideo are equally inelastic. - Tra'de
with mavitime Europe flourishies and multiplies with

. . 4 .-
~ the development of its commercial marine. Trade with

the United States languishes and shrinks from sheer
inanition.  Americans in Montevideo are nfztura.lly
humiliated by the weagre exhibit made by their coun-
try’s merthant marine, I met many of Llle:rn, for Mr.
Hill, the consul, introdueed me at the English Club to
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aswarm of bright acquaintances and ended by taking
me to dinner at the Uruguay Club with the American
minister, General Maney. In a single day I was made
to feel entirely at home in what is uudoubtedly the
pleasantest and most social city in South America,
and during a forinight’s visit in Uraguay I was highly
favored with genuine evidewces of hospitality. T can
speak with confidence respecting the seutiment of
Americans there respecting the decadence of the eonm-
mercial marine.

From the mouth of the Plate a single high hill close
to the water's edge is seen. It is the landmark from
which Montevideo derives its name. It guards the
entrance to a deep cove, which forms the inner harhor.
Opposme stands the city on a peninsula, perhaps half
a mile in width, the street levels sloping toward the
river-front on one side, and toward the back bay on
the other. Thirty years ago only a portion of this pen-
insula was occupied. Now the eity stretches outward
for miles along the river, and back of the bay there are
beautiful suburbs with lovely gardens. The suburbs
encirele the bay and fringe the base of the mountain,
with its fortifications and slaughter pens. The popu-
lation probably exceeds 200,000 and is increasing with
remarkable rapidity., Immigration within the last
decade has reinforced the Uruguayan stock with large
contingents from Ttaly and Spain. Ttalians take the
place of the negroes of a Brazilian coast city as the
working population. They man the lighters, pave
the streets, and do a large part of the manual labor.
Spanish is the prevailing language, but ltalian can be
heard ab every turn.. There are also thowsands of
Basques from Spain and France, and as many Brazil-
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ians from the southern plovincos Uruguay is a coun-
try about as large as the six New Lnpgland States,
with New Jersey and Delaware added. It has a popu-
lation of 800,000, with 600,000 native Uruguayans.
Buenos Ayres has a new system of water-front and
docks under congtruction, but Mantevideo, with a har-
bor that eould casily be improved, has allowed its encr-
getic vival across the Plate to swrpass it in enterprise.
The depth of water, in the bay opposite the Cerro, is
five feet less than it was seventy- years ago, and 18 now
receding a few inches every year. The occan stcamers
cannot enter the thner harbor, hat anchor outside in o
roudstead that is often dangerous. Engineers have
devised a system of jetties by which twenty-five [eet
of waler will be provided in the bay; but although a
company hag becn organized to construct the new port,
and legislative appropriations have been made for the
work, these greatly needed harbor improvements are
deferved year after yoar. Montevideo lacks enterprise,
but it bas scenic beanty and natural advantages to which
its ambitious and successful competitor can never agpire.
The Cerro, with its crumbling Spanish bort and revolv-
ing lighthouse, furnishes a setting for the handsome,
well-built town. As the steamer arrives at the anchor-
ag:e at sunset, the architeetural lines of the more con-
spicuous buildings arc softened and refined by the
fading light. The fagade of the Solis Theatre, perhaps
the handsomest modern building in South America,
catches the eye. The Matrix Church in Plaza Con-
stitucion looms up, and the long line of the Julio, the
finest avenue to be seen in the southern hemisphere, is
distinetly traced. The bolsa stands ont among the
handsome bauks of the Cerrito quarter. The English’
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Church, with its Greeian fronf, is in line witl the
Campo Santo, the unigque nceropolis by the water’s
edge. Beyond the city’s compactly and even massively
built streets are the quintas of I'nso del Molino, embow-
erect in their parks and gardens. By no trick of atmos-
pheric effect nor shifting of sunset light ean plain,
prosaic Duenes Ayres be transxfigured to equal comeli-
ness aud beauty.

Montevideo 18 neither quaint like Bahia nor pictur-

esque like Rio, but dt is modern aud handsome. The .

streets are wide, well paved and lighted, and compactly
built up. The architecture is mwxlern and massive.
Graunite and Halian marbles are used in the handsome
building fronts. Portuguese tiles are seen only in the
oldest quarters of the town. Plaster frouts, so common
in Brazil, are replaced with fine building stone, much
of which is quarried in the Urnguay hills. The lcading
thoroughfare, the Julio, recording a date of patriotic
memory, is approached from Plaza Constitucion, where
stands the cathedral, a massive Dbnilding with two
towers. On ancther side iy the showy Urngunay Club
house. Close at hand is the chicf opera house aud
theatre of the town. A few Dloeks further on is a
plaza, surrounded on four sides by government and
other buildings, with continuous lines of colonnades
and arcades, a unique and striking effect. A third
plaza with & graceful column surmounted with a statue
of Liberty is in the heart of the city. All the way from
Plaza Independencia, the Julio is lined with handsome
shops, in which Buropean goods are attractively dis-
played. Tt has the airy effect of a cool, tasteful Pari-
sian boulevard.

Montevideo is as modern in its manner of life as in

PLAZA CAGANCHA, MONTEVIDED
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its architectural aspeets. DBustle and activity pervade
its strects. There are street cars trundling in every
thoroughfare, the musical horus of the conductor being
heard long past midnight andin the earliest hours of the
moming. Handsome carriages and cabs are in the
streets.  The wide sidewalks arethronged with a busy,
energetic, and thrifty population. There is a wide-
awake and prosperous air abont the town, that reminds
one strongly of DBoston, o which it bears a marked
resemblance in topographical features and compactness
of construction. DBut Montevideo is Kuropean rather
than Amoerican i ils aspects and customs, It is a
modern Spanish town, with glimpses of Italian archi-
tecture and French refinement of {aste, and with the
commercial bustle and movement of Bremen or Ham-
burg. The enstom-house is an institution conducted
on modern prineciples and with a business intelligence
that is lacking in Brazil. There is no dawdling in
street or in shop. Men have work to do, and they do
not waste timse over it. The city belongs to the last
decade of the nineteenth century, and not midway in
the eighteenth, like many of the Brazilian towns.

The most beaatiful gulurh of thoe eity is Puso del
Molino, whero is tho Prado, n publie purk, with line
upon line of tasteful villas surrcunded with gardens.
These suburban houses are uiterly unlike the old-
fashioned Portugueso mansions of Brazil and bLelong to
the modern class of spacious, well-designed, and thor-
oughly comfortable country residences. The gardens
are lovely. The latitude is lower by seven degrees
than that of New York and the climate iz more equable.
Greenhouses are largely dispensed with, the tempera-
ture, even in the coldest weather, being above the
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freezing-point. _Roscs_ require o protection in winter,
and flowsrs are blooming all the year in these spcious
and orderly gardens. TFine lawng g infrequent, the
grass not being suitable for good landscape offocts; but
the displays of trees and flowering shrubbery of all
kinds are excecdingly beautiful.

Urnguay is a stock-raising ancd sheep-farming conun-
try; whose commorcial inferests oro intimately con-
nectedd with these of the Argentine Republic and
Paraguay on one side and with those of Brasil on the
other. It was originally a dependoucy of Brazil, but
broke away from the BEmpire in 1825 and adopted a
constitution in 1830, After o Lransition period of
polibical cpnfederation with ’a agluay and the Argen-
tine as one of the United Pravinces of the Rio de la
Plata, it is now a self-governing State in elose commer-
eial intercourse with those republics as well as with
Brazil. General Maney undertook to instruct me at
his hespitable mansion respecting the mysteries of
Uruguayan polities, but even the most genial diplo-
matist is an unsafe guide when he is at his post in a
foreign country, for he will he certain to take optimis-
tic views in regard to the government to which he ig
acoredited. The impression which I received from
other sources was that the govermment had been in
vecent years onc of the most cespotie in Spanish
America. One can hear in Montevideo blood-curdling
tales of military cabals and political assassinatios.
For forty years there has been civil strife and one
Executive after another has been overthrown before
his term was half over. The Presidents, with the army
and police behind them, have exereised almost absolute
power. There have Leen two legislative houses, a
senate, elected by indirect suffrage, and a chamber of

———— T T Ty

ENTRANCE OI" THE PLATE : 85

representatives,. chogen in the proportion of one to
every 3000 who can read and write; and when Con-
gress is mnot in session there has been a legislative
committec nominally in control of the government;
hut pmctically the President iz master of the situa-
tion. While he is not eligible to.re-election, he
ordinarily names his suceessor and elects him.  While
I was in Montevideo, President Tages proclaimed his
intention of abstaining from influencing the choice of
his successor. A civilian candidate at once appeared
apon the sceno, and Uruguayans were groatly interested
in watehing tho vesult. If he could be elected, it would

‘be the transition from a inilitary dictatorship to genuine

republican  government.  Apparently Iresident Tages
could not rvesist the temptation to exert his influence,
for not long after my departure 1 learned that the civil-
ian candidate was unsuceessful and that a favorite of
the President was chosen as his suceessor.

The passage [rom Montevideo to Buenos Ayres cor-
responds to the journey between Boston and New York
without the railway ride. It oceuples one night and
is csteemed the most luxurions travelling ef which
Spanish-American civilization is capable. The Venus
and the &olo are regarded on the Plate very much as
the Puritan and the Pilgrim are in New York aond
Boston, as unrivalled passenger steamers. Thoy have
handsomely furnished saloon parlors and dining-rooms,
electric lights in the cabins, and excellent service. In
s lavish hospitality, La Platense IFlotilla, Limited,
left the narrowest possible margin for grievances. It
provided 2 bunch of flowers at each plate, a-dinner of a
dozen courses, and wines, cordials, and brandy. At
nine o’clock tea was served with whiskey as a sweet-
ener for those who wanted it, and in the merning every
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passenger had his pot of coffee before leaving the boat.
There was mno extra charge for this luxuarious living,
the passage ticket covering the expense of the journey.

The ladies of Montevideo are famaous in South Amer-
ica for their beauty and the refinement of their manners,
There were mwany of them on the Venus, displaying
expensive Parisian gowns, as well as vivacity in counver-
sation. As a foil for them there were o dozen nuns
with their sombre garb. I sat near them at dinner and
noticed that the discipline of their order was not austere,
since they drank wine with frecdom and chalted with
men at the table. Conversation was almost wholly in
Spanish, with an undertone of I'rench. From DBrazil
to the Plate one passes swldenly from Portuguese to
Spanish America. _ The languages are so closely allied
as to be double cousing. L Brazil 1 had found Lhat o
Portuguese and a Spaniard could talk at case, cach
understanding the other while speaking his own tongne.
In the Plate conntries there is little Portuguese, but
Italiau is the language of the working people who have
recently emigrated from southern Europe. There are
large Ttalian quariers in Montevideo and Bucnos Ayres,
bitt Spanish will always predominate as the language
of South America. It iz not necessary that a traveller
should speak sither Portuguese or Spanish in order to
visit Brazil and the Plale countries. French hotels
and restaurants are found all along the coast. There
are French hook-stores inevery town. Familiarity with
the French language is more useful to a traveller in
that part of the world than a smatiering of Spanish and
Portuguese. With English he can get on, albeit
laboriously, but with French he can travel in comfort
[rom Pard to Buenos Ayres and from Valparaiso to
Carbcas.
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ACROSS TIIE ARGENTINE

NEW HARLOR OF BUFNOS AYRES — (HICAGO LATITUDR
SOUTIN— LA PLATA AND IS PORT— RATID FPROGRESS
Or  ROSARIO — AGRICULTURAL COLONIES -« MEDIAVAL
CORDOYA — OVER TIIE TAMPAS T0 MENDOZA — TIIE
ARGENTINE'S  BEST INVESTMENT — AN ORGY OF (UR-
RENCY INULATION AND SPECULATION — POLITICAL CA-
BALS AND JOBBERY — THE REVOLUTION OF JULY, 1800
— FUTURIE OF THE ARGENTINR

Tos fust glimpse of Buenos Ayres after the night
passage from Mantevideo reveals the energy of the
Argentine nation, the South American Yankee-land.
The new harbor even in its unfinished state is a mag-
nificent work of engincering.  The vity has a frontage
of four miles on the river Plate, into which empties a
little siream, the Riachuelo. Harbor there was none,
until the work of artificially making one was under-
taken. So great was the wash of sand inshore that the
heaviest ocean steamers were forced to anchor {rom
twelve to twonty miles from the city, landing passen-
gers by steam tendeis, boats, and water-carts, and. dis-
charging cargoes by lighters. The Boea,.or month of
the Riachuelo, was taken as the base of operations for
providing the city with a port. The bed of thig little
stream was excavated, & series of levees was built along
its banks, and a chauuel ten wmiles long was dredged
and marked with buoys (o the decp water of the Plate.

87



88 TROPICAL AMERICA

This work occupied twelve years, and furnished a pro-
vistonal harbor which could be entered by vessels dvaw-
ing twenty-four feet of water. It has been supplemented
by the Madero port work, which wag begun in 1885 un-
der government contract with an English ecompany. At
the entiance to the Boca a brealwater was built along
the water-front of the city, but at a long distance from
it. Between this wall and the old waler-front a serics
of five immense basins was planned, connecting by
wide canals with ene another end to end, with the Boca
at the harhor eulrance, and with a northern hasin, where
there will be an opening in the malcecon and a second
passage seaward.

This stupendons work, as I saw it under the pilotage
of Mr. Baker, the Amevican consul, was only partly
finished, but the benefits to shipping interests were
already very great. The Riachuelo was jammed with
vessels, and the lovees were piled high with merchan-
dise. 'he enteance channel was open and the south
doek wasg filled with Europcan steamers. The second
aitd third docks were in an advaneed slago of congtrue-
tion, and the breakwater had been built for a distauce of
a mile and a half. Scores of streets had bheen opened,
sewered, and paved, and business structures were rap-
idly filling the empty spaces of reclaimed land. . With
deep water outside the malecon, it will be possible to
sewer and drain the city without having the Plate a
constant source of contamination. Like every other
public work in the Argentine, the new port has been
tainted with jobbery and scandal. It will be cheap at
any price if it fulfils the expectations of the engineers.

Buenos Ayres, as T saw it on the cve of the col-
lapse of its fortunes, was Chicago reduced to southern
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latitude. When I went to the Boca and looked at the
shipping juumed in the Riachuelo, I was reminded of
Chicago River. When I returned by train along the
water’s edge and went ot to Belgrano, passing two
riverside parks, 1 recalled agnin the metropolis of the
West with its milways, pleasure-gronnds, and palatial
residences along the lake shore.  The sun rose over a
viver so broad that it was like Lake Michigan. From
that river bage, the city had shot out north, south, and
west over a level plain, doubling its population within
a decade and devcloping an immeuse volume of busi-
ness. 16 was the most important railway centre of
South America. It was the outlet for continental
reaches of wheat helt. It was the chief slaughter-house
for the stock-raising pampas. It commanded a river
system exceeding in volume the Mississippi.  Its com-
merce had expanded into enormous compass. It was
fairly pulsating with vitality, enterprise, and ambitien.
It had abgolute faith in ity destiny 2g onec of the chief
commercial centres of the world. Tt had intense loeal
prido and was not particularly modest,  In all these
respeets it strongly resembled the Chicago of the North.

Buenos Ayres was like Chicago six months after the
great fire; but there bad been no calamity involyving the
necessity of the reconstruction of the city on a large
scale. It was only the end of a mad revel of profligacy
and jobbery, during which the national capital was
squandering the millions lent by eredulous English
investors on the strength of the Barings’ recommen-
dation. My first stroll carried me to the civic centre,
Plaza Victoria, and revealed the most characteristic of
the extravagant public works undertaken by Presi-
dent Juarez Célman. This was the new Mayo boule-
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vard. - Opening into the plaza were two narrow
“thoroughfares several miles in length., Between these
two streets a broad avenue was laid oul at an expense
of many millions. Some of the most massive buildings
of the town were cither pulled down or reduced to
" narrow and nnshapely shells, in order to fnrnish space
for this boulevard. It was o stupendons job, out of
which contraetors and corvupt officinls made lavtuncs.
I could not judge fairly of the artistic cffect in the
unfinished gtate of the boulevard, but it was evident
that a large. section of the business quarter had been
reconstructed at bigh cost without any apparent neces-
sity for the improvement,

Plaza Victoria is surrounded by the goverment
palace, the law courts, the eapitel, the eabildo, tho
cathodral, the bishop's palace, the lbolsa, and the
national bank. FEven with its two patrictic monu-
monks, the square is a baro and unatbretive place ind
illustentes Sir Avihie Holps's remark, “T'he Spanish
like not many trees.” Millions have been expended
there in pavementy and luxuriously appointed build-
ings. Although some of the new government struct-
ires have fine lines, there is a jumble of architectural
effects. The cathedral remains the rmost impressive
structure of the great plaza. There are many coatly
buildings in Buenos Ayres, notably the banks, com-
mercial exchanges, government offices, and railway
stations. Millions have been invested in ornamental
fronts of Drick and stucco designed by French and
Italian architects. While the small squarcs in the
heart of the city are unattractive, there is a park of 840
acres at Palermo with two fine driveways, bordered
with palms and fies -and illuminated at night with a

‘N BUENTI AYRES
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glare of cleetric light. Palatial residences abound in
that quarter, where fortunes made by speculation or by
maladminisfration of public money were squandered
in showy architecture and luxurious furnishing. Be-
wildering as was the display of equipages in the Argen-
tme Rotten Row, and sumptuous ag was the manner of
lile of the wealthy classes, there was something unreal
and artificial in the ostentatious splendors of the capi-
tal. One scareely nceded to be told that the nation had
been borrowing money abroad beyond its resources, had
gone on contracting new loans in order to meet the in-
terest on its olil debts, and had wasted its substance on
Inxurions houses and profligate living.

TEardly had T established myself in the Grand Hotel
autl through the courtesy of General Pitkin, the Amer-
ican mninister, and Mre. Baker, the American consul,
received introductions to a large civele of influential and
agrecable acquaintances, before the professional statisii-
clans made a coneerted attack upon me. These ingen-
uons gentlemen had been remarkably successful in flat-
tering the vanity of the town by every methed of com-
parison with the great cities of the world, and. the
incoming traveller was importuned to accept the evi-
dence of their calculations and averages. I felt help-
less in the toils of these figure-working magicians
until they sought to demonstrate by statistics that
Buenos Ayres was one of the handsomest cities in
Christendom. Then 1 knew my ground and rebelled.
The Argentine capital has been greatly improved dur-
ing the last deeade, especially along the river-front,
where the Iasco de Julio has been converted into
a spacious boulevard; but it iz neither as favorably
situated nor as attractive in architecture, suburbs, and
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- pleasure-grounds as Montovideo. The picturesque
beauties of Bahin and the majestic mountain scenery
of Rio de Janeiro are lacking. The streets are nniform

- in-narrowness, and the shops and houses on one are like
the shops and houses ou tho others.  The miniature
plazas fail to break the mwnotonous effect of the pro-
fusely ornamented stuceo [ronts. There is a censeless
rumble of traffie by day and o blaze of cleelric light by
night. As a centre of business activity Buenos Ayres
has been mnique in South Ameriea, but bustle is not
beauty and trade statistics have no power of refreshing
the eye.

Exception must be taken in favor of the churches,
which are the handsomest to be found on the Atlantic
coast of South America. The cathedral was begun
in 1680 and rebuilt in 1752, and the imposing fagade
was subsequently added by General Rosas, a tyrant
who needed to do something for religion to atone for
his crimes against liberty. The portice is upheld by

twelve Corinthian columng, and the tympanun has
& bass-relief of patriotie significance. It represents
Joseph ewnbracing his brethren and commemorates the

reunion of Buenos’ Agres with the other Argentine
provinces. In the vast interior, which is nearly as
spacious as Notre Dame in DParis, there is a high
altar under 2 dome rising 130 fecot and there are
twelve side chapels. Many of the c¢hurches are built
of stone or polished marble and are modern structures,

.with fine architectural lines. There are eight or
ten Protestant churches, the English church being
perhaps the most conspicuous. There is absolute
religious tolerance in the Argentine. The Church
is not disestablished, appropriations amounting to

SR

L

ACROSS THE ARGENTINE ' 93

$215,000 for the stipends of the clergy being included
in the annual budgets; but this is o meagre sum. The
influence of the Church is very different in the
Argentine from what it is in Brazil. The clergy are
educated men, the parishes are centres of religious life,
and an active work of practical benevolence is carried

on. The population is one of higher intelligenco than

“ean be fonnd anywhere in Brazil.  Great attention has

been paid to education, {ree schools having been estab-
lished in all the leading towns. There are 170 schools
in the national capital, with lyceums for higher instruc-
tion, a university, and a medical school,

When my statistical mentors refrained from poaching
upon the domain of wsthetics, I was content to follow
them, and to bear my tribute to evidences of material
progress' and commercial enterprise unparalleled in the
annals of Tropieal America. The pepulation of the
city was 78,600 in 1857; and it is at least 550,000
to-day. Its foreign trade 1ose froin $21,000,000 in
1850 to $228,000,000 in 1889. This phenomenal prog-
ress had the effect of stimulating the imagination of
the town. It had the largest possible ideas of its own
importance and destiny. What the statisticians did not
affect to deny was that Buenos Ayres, with all its splen-
did enterprise, had been largely dependent upon foreign
intelligence and capital for its extraordinary progress,
There are many phases of resemblance betwoen Buenos
Ayres and Chicago, but here is a sharp line of contrast.
Chicago is not in bondage to foreign merchants, manu-
facturers, and capitalists, but shapes and directs its own
commereial destiny.

The chief cause of the financial disorders by which
the indusirial energies of the Argentine have been par-
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alyzed since 1889 was an orgy of currency inflation
and speculative uctivity, induced Dby rapid national
growth and excessive supplies of foreign capital, bor-
rowed at high rates of interest. Tor a decade all
classes of landowners and business men were in a fever
of excitement, undertaking the most reckless and chi-
merical schemes, under the.delusion that anything and
evarything could he done in a country advancing at
high speed in material prosperity and receiving an
enormous increase of population frown southeru Kurope.
One gets an inkling of the trath when he hears at the
clubs recitals of the vagaries ol speculation during
recent years and is informed of the stupendous opera-
tians of the morligage Dbanks; but when he spends a
morning at the bolse and then takes a journcy to la
Plata he receives convincing object lessons.

The stock exchange is o vasl structure with a spa-
cious hall swrounded by w gallery, where secnes of
excitemont and reelless speculation have been enacted,
rivalling those of Wall Street in the most feverish
times. The number of members ranges botween 4000
and 5000; and while gold tramsactions are the most
important, every class of securities is dealt with by a
mob of carefully dressed Argentine dandies on the
floor. ‘L'hese gamblers in gold and stocks, whose oper-
ations represented a nominal valuation of hundreds
of millions a year, had heen transformed from the sim-
plicity of pampa farmers to Parisian speculators. Pre-
cocious children of the South, with imitative powers
which enabled them to adapt themselves rapidly to
European manners and ideas, they had been drawn iuto
the city by an unlimited supply of foreign money and
untivalled opportunities for public jobbery. The cupid-
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ity of Buropean investors reaching after high rates of
interest stimulated their own avarice. Every one of
these brokers had aspired to become a millionaire in the
course of a few yeurs, to build & palace in the fashiona-
ble quarter, to drive afierioon and evening at I’alermo
in the procession of brilliant equipages, and to live asg
luxuriously as the Barings and all the Buropean money-
lenders, who were ministering to bis viees and com-
passing his ultimate ruin.

In the halcyon days of English investments and
Ttalian immigration, nothing sccmed impracticable in
the Argentine. La Plata was a eity bnilt to ovder in
an incredibly short period and was at once a success
and a failure. Tt wag laid out on paper in 1881 by the
govornor of DBuenos Ayves, and designed to bo like
Washington, a city of magnilicent distances. Buenos
Ayres, from historie times the capital of the province,
had been made, afler o protracted political and soctional
struggle, the capital of the Argentine Confedevation.
Dr. Rocha determined {o build u new capital, which
would Dbe at once spacious, handsome, and modern,
ITe was successful in this part of his scheme.  He failed
when he attempted at La Plata to rival Buenos Ayres
in commerce, business activity, und civic influence.

Iiverything was planned on a broad scale. Sites were
set apart for the provinecial assembly, the governor’s
residence, the provineial departments, a city hall, a
spacious vailway station, libraries, museums, schools,
chnurches, and everything befitting the dignity of the
largest, richest, and most influential State of the Con-
federation. The strects were laid out as broad avenues,
twice or three times as wide as the thoroughiares of
Buenos Ayres. Buildings of splendid proportions
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were planned, at long distances one from another, and
surrounded with ample grounds, artistically planted
for landscape effects. Spaces were reserved for squares
and public gardens, which were lacking in Buenos
Ayres. Thousands of workmen were employed to
build the city in two yeurs. Iinsenada, the port, lay
three miles away, with outer and inner roadsteads and
.& bar betwcen them. TIn order to convert it into a
harbor it was necessary to deepen the channel between
the basins and to construct a canal severm! miles long.
After millions had been expended, T.a Plala was sup-
plied with an artificial port and opened to the cominerce
of the world. The provincial departments wore re-
moved from Buenos Ayres in 1884. All the conven-
iences and appliances of civilization were supplied.
Even a new cemetery was opencd, so that incoming
residents could have a feeling that they might die and
be comfortably buried whenever they liked.

La Plata lies to the south of Buenos Ayres, an hour’s
journey by railway from the central station in the Pasco
de Julio. The train draws up into o spacious and well-
appointed depot. A bread avemme lined with palaces
stretches in either direction as far as the eye can see.
These stately structures with their marble colonnades
and imposing fagades are the finest to be found in the
southern hemisphere, The legislative halls, the law
courts, the department buildings, the governor’s pal-
ace, the provineial banks, the observatory, the museum,
are happily varied in form and design. Each stands
alone and is surrounded by spacious grounds. There
is a monumental entrance to a neglected park, which
was intended to rival Palermo. The cathedral alone is
unfinished, The port works represent a financial outlay
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of at least $17,000,000 in gold, and the government’s
expenditures in the otty cannot have been less than
60,000, 000. |

When the city was building, there were extensive
land speculations, and hundreds of houses were erected
at high cost, every real estate operator hasiily assuming
that the expenditure of millions of government money
would invelve of necessity permancnt commereial pros-
perity. The completion of tho principal provineial
buildings and the removal of the government nfficials to
their new residences were followed by a rush of poputa-
tion. Tu the course of the first two years 2 census was
taken and 380,000 residents were reported, and the
poprlation subscquently inercased to 50,000, Speedily
officials grew wenry of the monotonous life of the town
amd attempted to resmme their residence in Buenos
Ayres, going out to La Plata in the morning and
returning in ihe evening. Prompt measures were faken
to prevent these desertions, and members of the civil
service were required to live in the city. The land
speculators soon began to realize that the town was not
going ahead as rapidly as they had expected. The
prices of real estate dropped, and prudent men per-
ceived that, while it had gained a large population with
staxtling facility, there were grave reasons for appre-
hending that it would nob continue at the same rate of
progress, and possibly that the population would remain
stationary.  All altempis to convert the port into a
commercial centre have proved futile. La Plata lacks
business and industrial resources. The civil service
of the Provincial Government cannot take the place
of an enterprising mercantile element in developing the
trade of the city. o
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While the Argenline people seem to have what every
other Latin-American race except the Chilian lacks,—
gsomething of the Anglo-Saxon energy and rcserve of
power,— they are easily infatuated with specious or.vis-
ionary schemes. "Lhe imposing array of stately build-
ings and harbor works where ton years age was o traet
of pasturage ground with swamps stretehing scaward is
& monument to the enterprise of the nation; but there
was lamentable lack of judgment in the attempt to
found a rival capital and commercial metropolis so
near Bnenos Ayres. Neither the city nov the port was
needed, and the millions expended upon o grandiose
projecl, which enxiched a small group of politicians,
adventurers, and land speeulators, might have been used
more wisely. Bahia Blanca would have been a superior
site, since it lies at the head of a good Liarhor and eon-
mands the growing irade of the Rio Negro region and
of Patagonia. These lands, acquired by conquest over
Indian trives and by a convention with Chlli, are
gradually filling up with settlers and assuming com-
mercial importance.  Buohin Blanca is growing rapidly,
and promises to become the chief business eentre on the
southern coast. If the provincial seat of governmient
had been located there, and if the same outlay had been
expended on public works and buildings, its commenr-
cial resources would have contributed to its progress.
The establishment of a second metropolis at La Plata
seemed an impossible undertaking and for that very
reason fascinated the imaginatious of the projectors.

When one witnesses the extrzordivary commereial
activity of the metropolis of the Argentine Republie,
he finds it casy to believe anything that he may hear
respecting the industrial resources and development of

.
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the country which lies behind it.  An overland journey
is almost an essential safeguard against overweening
eredulity. After 2 prolonged stay at Bucnes Ayres and
La Plata, T set out for the Andes and Chili, halting at
ihe chief towns on the way. ‘Lravelling expenscs in
the Argentine range with the hotel bills under the gen-
eral conditions of inllated prices. An exceplion is to
be male with reference to haggage, which is checked
without extra charge to one’s destination. In DBrazil
and Chili the transfer of baggage by train costs a third
ar ab leagt a quarter of the ordinary passenger fare; but
oin Argontiue railways the Amorican gystom is adopied,
with Timitations of weight. The cars are not luxu-
rioms, but fairly comfortable, and tho train gerviee is
good.  Coffee iy served on the night traing ad early
in the maming, aud at the restaurant stations broal-
fasts and dinners of scven or eight ocourses ars pro- -
vided, wine being included. One has to pay roundly
in cheap money for these privileges of wayside refresh-
ment, but he cannot complain of being hurried. There
is an ample allowance of time for breakfast or dinner,
and the most deliberate traveller cah finish his coffes
and smoke a cigarette before there are any signs of
commotion on the platform.

The railway to Rosario leads up the Parané, which
with the Plate forms the riverine bonndary of the prov-
ince of Buenos Ayres. In territorial extent, popula-
tion, wealth, and agricultural resources this is the
Ewpire Slate of the Argentine; yeb it seems an empty
and undeveloped land as one approaches its northern
frontier. Villages are infrequent; farm liouses are
small and unpretentious; and there are few signs of
agrienltural aclivity, The province is an unbroken
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plain, nearly 121,000 English square miles in extent.
Rapid as the movement of immigration has been during
the last decade, even the most populous State has vast
tracts of unoccupied laud and its cultivated sections
appear untenanted. The Argentine can support a pop-
ulation a hutidred times as great as it now has, and it
will not then scem: ecrowded. In 1875 there were
825,492 acres cultivated, and in 1890 there were 5,809,-
895 acres, mainly in wheat,  Amazing as tho ralio of
inereaso is, there is only one per cont of the entire arca
under tillage. The traveller who passes an afternoon
on the road hotweon Buonos Ayres andd Rosario finds it
hard to believe that this is the centre of the pastoral
industries of the Argentine. TIn 1888 there were
70,000,000 sheep and 23,000,000 cattlo in the country,
and more than one-hall of {lie stock was in the prov-
" ince of Buenos Ayres.

At Rosario T found a eomflortable English hotel, an
excellent chihy frequented by foreign residents, and a
thriving rather than an attractive city. It has been
rapidly built, and contains few structures of architect-
ural merit. There is o well-shaded plaza, with a large
church, and there are 2500 acres of shops and houses,
with a few public buildings, banks, and ambitions ware-
houses. The growth of Rosario is phenomenal even
for a progressive country. In 1854 it had a population
of 4300; in 1870, only 21,000; aud now it has over
70,000, Leing the second city of the Argentine. Its
foreign trade has increased during the snme period from
$4,000,000 to %86,000,000. " Inglish, French, Ger-
man, Italian, and Delgian gteamers now load and
unload in its harbor. Rosario can never hope to rival
Buenos Ayres, but it is destined to become 2 manu-
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facturing and shipping centre of great importance.
It 1s making the most of its chances. for competing
with the metropolis. It is supplying all the appli-
ances required for handling a great share of the export
and import trade. It is one of our own spirited and
wide-awake western cities, reduced to south latitude,
painted in garish hues of blue and yellow, and Euro-
peanized in its habits and tastes.

Rosario is the metropolis of the province of Santa
Fé, which has boen tho chiof forcing-bed of those agri-
cultural colonies {o which the Argentine owes a large
portion of ils progress during the last twenty yoars,
These colonies are communities of farms operated by
Italian, Spanish, Swiss, or French immigrants, The
National and Provincial Governments have vied with
onclt othor in offoring Liboral terme Lo incoming inuni-
grants.  Everything hus been done to draw Europeans
from the overcrowded countries of the Mediterranean
into the pampas. During 1889 free transpartation was
offered, until the swarming of paupers and the blind
compelled a halt. In every modern tongue the Argen-
tine has been proclaimed to be the Lden and the El
Dorado of the New World. Immigrants have becn
welcomed from every quarter, and they have been
allowed to retain their national characteristies and race
sympathies in secttlements or communities where their
own language is spoken. The colonies have been at
once popular with new settlers who desired to live
among those of their own race and tongue, and suc-
cesslul as land speeulations. No more effective ox-
pedient for stimulating immigration has ever been
devised.

Admirable as the enterprise of the Argentine nation
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has been in developing the resources of an unoccupied
domain by the establishment of colonies and systematic
encouragement of immigration, it is nedessary to qual-
ify praise with condemnation of the speculative spirit
in which these processes have been conducted. The
government has not adopted the American system of
dividing the pnblic land into tracts aund sclling the
smallest subdivision of a section at a fixed price per
acre. It has sold land at auction by the square league,
- or by blocks of several hundreds of leagues. The gov-
ernment confined its transactions to Argentine specu-
lators and foreign capitalists, who would be lett to deal
with the immigrants and fo induce them to purchase at
high rates on credit. The system by which landowners
were enabled to have their estates appraised and then
to obtain cedulas from the mortgage banks for one-half
the valuation has not aided immigrants, but on the
contrary has stimulated reckless land speculation.
Before Lhe collapse of Argentine credit, settlers who
had been in the country for ten or fifteen years seemed
to have a share in the artificial prosperity of the infla-
tion period. Their own holdings had doubled in value,
and if the eost of living was very high every bushel of
wheat and every pound of wool which they sold was
never worth less than its real value in gold and its
equivalent in depreciated paper. Those who had re-
cently entered the field and had paid high prices for
their land, running heavily into debt for it, had no
compensations for inflation prices. In the evolution of
wise finanee, when the currency of the country is con-
tracted, the issues of cedulas suspended, and the gold
basis restared, the old settlers will inevitably find that
much of their vaunted progress is fictitions, and with
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the shrinkage in prices the Argentine may be once
more a good field for immigrants.

From Rosario I took a night train for Cordova to get
a glimpse of the medimval in South American Yankee-
lands. That quaing ecity, founded by Cabrera in 1578,
was the chief seat of Jesuit learning in South America
for two centurics. A, university was established in the
town as early as 1618. A printing-press was set in
motion, and the first books published on the eastern
side of the Andes were edited and revised by learned
Jesuit priests connectod with the college. Cordova has
not lost the aspect of an old Spanish town. La Plata
has been built within ten years; Rosario, after a lan-
guishing existence for 150 years, is now u flourishing
centre of commervcial enterprise; and Buenos Ayres
with all.its vicissitudes of fortune and financial reverses
remainsg the marvel of the sonthern hemisphere. The
coast cities belong to the present age of intense vitall
ity and speculative industrial development. Cordova
is a relic of medimval learning and religion and seemns
out of place in an Argentine of mercantile bustle and
financial vagaries.

My first stroll in Cordova revealed a city of antique
churches, time-worn and battered towers, and blackened
domes. TFronting on the central plaza stood the cathe-

dral with its.oriental fagade, double tewers, and mas-

sive dome. The interior was cold and bare, but T had
seen nobhing in South America more picturesque than
this grim, battlemented pile, built as il its founders
meant it to be a stronghold of historic faith, Not far
away was the Jesuit church with medallion paintings
of the chief saints of the order, and a ceiling pf carved
cedar reputed to have lbeen pieced together without
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hamer or serew. The Jesuit missionarics here, ag in
Paraguay, tanght the native converts to be expert wood-
carvers, and this is one of the oldest samples of their
work. 'The metal with which it is ornamented came
from Peru. The art may bo crude and the shabby

building itself sorely in neced of repairs, but when ane

hag seen hundreds of bad copies of Renaissance churches
of southern FEurope, an houest bit of medieval archi-
tecture has the effect of a startling, albeit agrceable,
surprise. ‘Lhere are a dozen vther crumbling churches,
monasteries, and convents, filled with bad painsing and
black with cobwebs and dust.

There were signs of the outbreak of o restoration
mania in the ecclesiastical structures. Decorators were
at work in several churches, and new tones of color
contrasted strangely with the faded paintings and time-
stained altars. Medimvalism, while venerable and
pictitresque, has ibs disadvantages.  Cordova suffers in
a material sense from having the reputation of being
old and musty. The florid modern architecture of the
new public buildings is a Ioud protest against reaction-
ary tendencies whieh have retarded its progress. Ornate
ag these handsome structures are, they are not to he
compared for grace and beauty with the old Moorish
cabildo adjoining the cathedral. That has simplicity
and symmetry in Iceping with the general lines of
architecture of an antiquated Spanish town. The
university is as quaint a8 cither the cathedral or the
cahildo. It occupies & quadrangle and while revealing
the ravages of timo is stately and inipressive.  On one
sido is tho graduation hindl with a fol-lenglh porirai
of the worthy bishop who founded the college enrly
in the scventeenth centbury, exbausting his privale for-
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tune in his zeal for good letters. The class-rooms are
spacious cloisters approached from a flight of marble
steps. It was the summer vacation, and I could not tell
how large were the swarmns of students rifling the honey
of wisdom from the Hower of learning. There was a
chemical laboratory well stocked with apparatus, and
I learned that a staff of German professors was ordi-
narily employed in teaching natural science.

From Cordova I hastened on to the Andes. A rail-
way ride of 480 miles curried me across the pampes ta
the gateways of the Andes. From eust to west there
was & sea of green, discolored and turgid where there
" wexe shoals of weeds and thistles, and more vivid in hue
where the soil was decp and rich.  The long white tufts
of pampa grass had the effect of waves, especially when
the wind ‘blew in furious gusts. Iore and there ap-
peared a weather-beaten barn like the sail of a Brazilian
catamaran ; far away were sighted the masts of poplars
swaying with the wind; and a tiny puff of smoke
rose from a distant farm-house as from the funnel of a-
freighter at sea. At the close of day, as the wind fresh-
encd into o gale, the billows of coarse grass seemed to
bronk into yollow fomn, and the treos to bend under tho
weight of lealy canvas, like vessels in distress. 1t was
a trick of imagination that transformed the scene and
imparted adventitious interest to a monotonous prospect
by suggesting an occean vista. Those broad stretches
of tangled and luxuriant grass had neither beauty nor
éharm of theiv own, The accan is infinite in varicty
and never dull.  The midsummer pampas can never be
anything but wearisome.

In the enrlier stages of this journey long files of pop-
lars were often seen and clumps of willows in marsliy
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spots along the banks of streams; but beyond the rail-
way junction at Villa Maria the wide cirouit of the
horizon could be swept with a glass without a glimpse
of trees or human habitation. The pampas arc seen at
their best early in the spring when the verdure is fresh,
but it is not loug before the levels are broken by thistles
which grow to great height. Those Dblossom about
Christinas time, and throughout January the air is thick
with floating thistle-down. Then these rank weeds
droop and fall away, and as winter approaches and the
~ drought passes the grass levels are again green. For

a week before I left Cordova the weather had been
sultry and sweltering; but in the early morning at
Villa Maria, T suffered intensely from cold while 1 was
waiting for a connecting train. Fifty Italian iommi-
grants lay on the station floor mummied in blankets, and
so benumbed with cold that they censed to chatter in
the tanguage of their sunny land. The pampero, with
its chill breath, was blowing the foam of the thistle-
down over the grassy plains. Tt is a cold bhut invigo-
rating wind, and tempers the inclement heat of mid-
summer.

The country between Cordova and Mendoza reveals
few signs of that plicnomenal prosperity which statisti-
cians like Mr. Mulhall demonstrate with faecility. The
farmhouses are either thatched huts or dilapidated
hovels; the barns are small; orchards are ingignificant
clumps; and the villages and towns are forlormn and
desolate. Villa Maria, Rio Cuarto, and Villa Mercedes
are towns which have been linked together by costly
lines of railway. Their names are printed in large
letters on the railway maps, but when the train draws
up at the stations their insignificance is disclosed. San
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- Luis is the capital of a province; hut it is a neglected

cluster of adobe huts. At La Paz I caught a glimpse
of Tupungato, one of the great peaks of the Andeg, a
mountain 22,100 feet high. The pampas had heen
passed and the hill country of Mendoza had heen
entered.  TFrom Santa Rosa westward there were con-
tinuous lines of poplars and meadows artificially
watered where the cattle looked sleek and fat. As
Mendoza was approachod comfortable farmhouses were
seen for the first lime during thig long railway ride,
and vineyards and orchards gave promise of & rich fruit-

- growing region.

Mendoza is at once an old and a new town. It was
founded by Spaniards from Chili in 1559, and it was
destroyed by an earthquake in 1861. The streets are
broad and lined with black-walnut and handsome shade
trees. There are numerous parks with a fine display of
foliage and flowers. There are signg of thrift and com-
fort everywhere, except fu the hotels which are ex-
tremely bad. There is a population of 35,000, which
is rapidly increasing in eonsequence of emigration from
Chili. The town standing near the entrance to the
Uspallata Pass, the highroad over the mountains,
already is the chief contre of trade with the Western
Republic. . Iivery day during the swmmer months long
trains of pack-mules are set in motion over the Andes.
The mountaineer, with his poncho, or shawl-cape, the
first characteristic South American garment which I
had scen in the course of a long journey, is a familiar
figure in the streets. The tinkle of the mule-bell and
the erack of the muleteer’s whip may be heard at any
hour of the day on the highroad leading to the Para-
millos, It is a flourishing transportation trade that
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will be ruined when the” Trans-Andean Railway is
completed.

This is one of the most ambitious railway projects in
South America. It is designed to furnish direet com-
munication between Valparsiso and Buenos Ayres by a
railway erosaing the Cordilleras at an elevation of over
10,000 fect above sca level.  The oviginal surveys out-
lined a forty-inch gauge from Mendoza to Santa Rosa
de Los Andes, a distance of 159 miles through Uspal-
lata Pass, and contemplated an expenditare of $9,000,-
000 in gold. The survey and estimates have Deen
repeatedly readjusted, and the probable cost of the rail-
way is now anybody’s pguess. The Argentine and
Chilian Governments are supporting. this costly trans-
continental enterprise, which will probably be com-
pleted and in oporation by 1895, The first section
follows the Mendoza River to Punia de las Vacas, @
“distance of 94 miles, with a rise of one in every one
hundred feet. Thence to the entrance of the tunnel of
the Cumbre, or suramit of the Cordillera, there will be
a rise of one in fthirty-eight feet for twenty-five miles.
The tunnel will be over two miles long, and a mag-
nificent engineering work. The descent from the
western mouth of the tunnel will be very steep to Tam-
billos, River Juncal, and Santa Rosa, the ratio for a
portion of the distance being-one in five feet. The
tunnel and the curving inclines on the Chilian side are
the difficult portions of the work. The Argeniine
section while it has been built with facility will be
exposed to freshets in the Uspallata gorge, and prave
doubts are entertained respecting the practicability of
adequately protecting the railway. My subsequent
observations in crossing the mountains by the Uspallata
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convineed me that a considerable portion of the railway
will have to be regraded and rebuilt. Henry Meiggs
would never have tolerated the sharp curves and steep
grades which are to be seen on this railway, nor would
he have underrated the risks from floods in the mighty
gorge of the Mendoza, ag the engineers have done for
the sake of cheapening the cost of construction.

The railway system of the Argentine, of which the
Trans-Andean will be the connecting link with the
Pacific lines, is the main source of its recent progress.
By the official returng published in 1889 it consisted of
4841 miles in operation, 5%9 ander construction, nnd
2744 under survey.  These lines carvied 8,873,500
passengers snd 8,950,000 tons of freight in 1888, and
7,178,600 passengers and 3,806,528 tons of freight in
1887.  This was a large business for a country with a
population of 4,000,000, Nearly all these roads have
been built under government guarantees at extravagant
cost. The provinecinl legislatures, us well as the Na-
tional Government, have been prevailed upon to assist
new railway enterprises, and a laige amount of in-
debtedness has been rolled up in this way. The Argen-
tine people have had implieit faith in railway extension
a8 & means of attracting immigrants and developing
agricultural resources. In a new country roads of some
kind must be provided, and steam railways are con-
sidered a better investment than public highways.
Heavy Dburdens have been assumed by the various
governments; but the best of these enterprises are on
a seif-sustaining basig, and some of them have been
paying dividends. In 1889 the National Government
declared that it would not grant any additional favors
to railway companies; but as soon as Congress met
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several new lines were sanctioned, and interest on their
bonds was guaranteed. The financial embarrassments
of the nation involved before the close of the year
a suspension of all publie works except the Trans-
Andean and a few railways under construction in the
interior. In 1890 arrangements were made with rail-
way contractors to limit construction to the completion
of a few lines and branches which were nearly ready to
be turned over to the public service. In 1891 all the
railway corporations suffered [rom the paralysis of the
industrial resources of the country, and the virtual
bhankruptcy of the national and provineial treasurics,
so that the extension and completion of the system
were indefinitely deferred.

While the rate of railway progress has been markedly
in advance of the practical requirements of the country,
the financial embarrassments are to be atiributed to
other causcs. The wonderful progress of the nation
hag been largely ptomoted by railway enterprise, and
when the period of business stagnation and disorder
comes to an end the system will probably be found a
remunerative investment. The Argentine has in its
raibways all the facilities for rapid tramsportation and
induatrinl  dovolopmont whiclt will Do required for
another generation. It is a system which not only
opens all the provinees to Ituropean settlement, but
reaches out in the north toward the fevtile plateau of
Bolivia and westward to the Pacific. My own ob-
servations extended to five of the principal railways,
and 1 found little to criticise and mueh to admire in
the gameral management of these lines. 1 carried my
baggage checked on the Aimerican plan, from Buenos
Ayres to Mendoza, via Rosario, Cordova, and Villa
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Maria, and had it delivered promptly at the terminus;
and at no point in the conrse of 1200 miles of railway
travel in the Argentine did I suffer from detention or
accident.

What is true of railway capital and management
applies also to public works, harbor improvements,
banking institutions, pnd commercial enterprises of all
Iinds. Jnglish money has gone into everylhing, and
ordinarily large returns, in dividends and profits, have
been received. The Argentine has been largely cre-
ated and developed by English enterprise and invest-
ments, If it has gene too far in rmilway building,
land speeulation, immigration measurcs, cedula expan-
sion, overtrading in imports, and currency inflation,
the respousibility for temporary disotder of the finances
largely yests with English capitalists, who have been
ready to float every projected enterprise offering plom-
ise of lugh percentages of inferest.

The inflation of tho currency was the chief cause of
the financial disorders, The government after legaliz-
ing the suspension of specie payments by the banks, and
making their paper issues a legal tender for debts and

" customs, passed a free hanking law. The banks were

roquired Lo doposit with the national Ianle 85 por cont
of gold as a guarantec of the redemption of néw issues;
but at the end of two years the gold could be withdrawn
for the reduction of the foreign debt. The banks in
depositing gold rcecived bonds which they exchanged
for notes of issue. The volume of currency wag in-
creased [rom H060,000,000 to $160,000,000 in a short
period. Many of the banks, with lhe connivance of
the administration, deposited promises to pay gold in
piace of the coin itself, and issued paper on the strength
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of bonds illegally obtained. One bank obtained a
credit for $1,275,000 of gold without having a dollar
on deposit, and on the stiength of this fictitious capi-
tal was converted into a paper mill for the manufacture
of mouey. All the paper money was nominally guar-
anteed by gold bonds; but these never represented mors
than $60,000,000 in actual coin. At least $100,000,0600
was guaranteed by paper alone.  Ag time went on
these issues exceeded $250,000,000. ‘This inflation
movement followed a long period of persistent over-
trading, by whicl the market was overstocked with
Buropean manufactures, and gold was drained out of
1t in the scttlement of balances of trade created by
excessive lmportations.

Simultaneously there were mortgage bonds known as
cedulas on which interest was guaranteed cither by the
National or by the Provisional Government. Under the
land-borrowing laws the owner of a stock-farm or tract
of territory could obtain from mortgage banks cedulas
to the amount of one-half of the valuation of Lis prop-
erty. These he could sell in the market for what he
could get for them. The courtlry was flooded with
these depreciatod bonds. The two leading mortgage
banks increascd their isgsues of cedulas fromn $275,-
000,000 in 1887 to $514,000,000 in 1889, and the pro-
vineial banks added largely to the velume. Cedulns
became o populur European invesiment. The system
stimulated land speculation, artificially raised the value
of farms, and intensified the evils of inflation at a
period when the indebtedness of the nation, the prov-
inces, and the capital had risen from $322,596,544 to
$574,068,446 at the beginning of 1889. The nation
had eontracted its debt mainly for the construction of
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- railways and public works. The provinces had been

bonded for similar enterprises, and for the purchase of
national sccurities to be used hy their own banks as a
bagis for paper issues.

From (887 to 1882 the inflation of the currency pro-
duced speeulative activity such as was never befors
known in Spanish Amervica. Then came an inexplica-
ble reaction, when every stock operator began to look
about for gold and to hoard it. One day it was an-
nounced that the divectors of the national bank had
decided to pass a dividend. Gold began to rise by
Ieaps and bounds, and stocks of all kinds fell like
vocket-stieks., The finance minister concluded with
singnlar fatuity that the high premiums were cauged by
scarcity of gold, and that all that it was necessary to do
in order. to restore paper money to par was to throw
$50,000,000 of the govermment’s coin reserve into the
market. The gold brokers fought over it like wolves,
and wanted what remained in tho troasury. Passing
from one folly to another, the government issued a
decree prohibiting brokers from making public sales of
gold or frmin quoting the price on the stock hoard.
This ended the caresr of Ifinance Minister Varela, and
Dr. Pacheco, the anthor of the ¥ree Banking Bill, was
recalled to office. He ab once reopened the holsa to
gold transactions, and submitted two hills to the cham-
bers for contracting the paper currency, which were
immediately passed. One of these measures gradually
withdrew $41,000,000 of notes of the national bank by
monthly surrenders up to June 1, 1891, The other
law decreed the reduction of other bank issues after
that date, until the total vohime of the paper qurrency
should not exceed $100,000,000.
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These measures slightly raised in February, 1890,
when I was in the Argentine, the value of the paper
dellar, which had been worth only forty-five cents. If
this contraction movement could have beon continued
without interruption there would have been a gradual
shrinkage of prices, and an equilibrium between gold
and paper would bave been finally established. But
there were too many corropt officials and political
adventurers inlerested in the revival of stock specula-
tion to permit the continuance of conservative financial
methods.  (Gold again began to rise i Mareh, and
before the revolution of July, 1890, there was a general
panic.  Blind confidenco was converted into absolule
distrust.  President Pellegrini subsequently compared
the sitnatiom to tho overwronght condition of an army
when a single gunshot suflices to produee general con-
fusion and defeat. A credulous nation was trans-
formed into a nation of panic-mongers, doubting the
solveney of the banks and forcing them to suspend
business, hoarding gold and sending it higher and
higher, and ready in a spirit of moral depression and
madness to beliove that there were greater depths of
despondenecy inte which all were doomed to plunge.

Ono of the statisticinns publishod in a daily jouraal,
while I wag in Buenos Ayres, o comparative oxhibit of
the expenditures for brass Dbands and schools in the
interior provinees of the Argentine, In San Luis the
bands cost as much as the schools, and in Rioja nearly
four times as much. Even in provinces, where the
governors were paid tho smallest salaries, there was
always an clastic margin in the annmal budgets for
appropriations for brass bands. In all the Argentine
towns there were open-air concerts alternoon and even-
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ing attended by throngs of saunterers. So long as the
populace was entertained by brass bands, it was readily
induced to believe that government was by and for the
people.  While the Argentines made a business of
politics and tallked of nothing else, they bestowed little
thought upon their institutions and their relations as
citizens. The political cabals governed and the people
were kept in good humor and constantly amused.  That
was where the brass band came in. It was political
gavernment reduced to a system of practical simplicity.

The Avgentine constitutional system in its outward
form eorrcsponds closely to that of the United States.
Tho Stales have cloclive governom of their own, and
are each represented in the upper house by two sena-
tors chosen for nine years.  The members of 1he lower
heuse ave elected on the basis of population for four
years.  The President is chosen by an electoral college.
He appoints his own cabinet and wields unrestricted
executive authority. There is a supreme court mod-
elled after the judiciary of the United States. The
American constilution is reproduced in south latitude,
but the inward grace of enlightened public opinion is
lacking, and political practice falls below the level of a
soll-govoruing domocrmey.  Congross onnets Inwas, hut
the President as commander-in-chief of the army, and
as the head of a civil scrvice dependent upon his will
and caprice, possesses absolute authority in administra-
tion. The eountry is governed by executive decrees
rather than by constitutional laws. Elections are
carried Tiy military pressuve and manipulation of tho
civil service. While the President is ineligible for
re-election after holding office for six years, he controly
the choice of his successor. President Roca virtually



118 TROPICAL AMERICA

nominated and elected his brother-in-law, Juarez Cél-
man, as his successor. President Juarcz sot his heart
upon controlling the sueccession in {the interest of one
of his relatives, » prominent official; but was foreed
to retire before he could carry out his purpose. The
Plate countries have buen accustomed since the revelt
against Spain to the periodieal assumption of absolute
power by generals and cictators, and are not startled
by a close approach to political dictatorslip in execu-
tive adminigtration.

Nothing in the Argentine surprised me more than
the boldness and freedom with which tho press attacked
tho government of the day and exposed ity corruption.
Every morning some fresh public seandal was brought
to light, and ministers were arraigned for venality and
incompetence.  The New York press in the days of the
Tweed exposures did nol bristle with more vehement
denunciations of official corruption than these Argen-
tine jonrnals. It was a singular phenomenon which
could hardly fail to Impress a foreign observer. The
government paid no heed to these attacks. Minjsters
~ did not trouble themselves to repel charges wffecting
theix integrity. The public was apathetic and inclined
to believe that the newspapers were making a great
ado about nothing. Apparently there was no political
party benefiting by these - assanlts from an opposition
press, unless there was an attempt to revive the old-
time feeling of jealousy between the national capital
and the confederated provinces, President Juarez being
a native of Cordova and disliked by the Portchios, or
inhabitants of Buonos Ayres. The attitude of the
administration toward these censors and’ scandal-
mongers was one of undisguised contempt.  Ministers
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seemed to be asking, with eynical amusement, Tweed’s
old question, “ What are you going to do shoub it?”
Meanwhile, public jobbery, frading in concessions,
illegal banking issues, and official immorality went on
without restraint. ' '

This wholesome criticism from an independent press
had one important effect. It gave direction to public
Opinio‘n' in the eapital, and involved the organization
of the Unién Civica. If the country had not been on
the verge of a finaneial revulsion, there might not have
been the rvevoll against the Juarez administration in
July, 18905 Imb with ruin and disuster confronting
them, men turned against the President whose incom-
petence and venality would have been condoned if the
times had been good. The Unién Civica waz formded
when the government was charged with maladministra-
tion in sanctioning an illegal issue of $40,000,000 of
paper money. A mass-meeting held one Sunday was
the largest concourse of citizens which had ever assem-
bled in the Plate countries. A second mass-meeting
involved the reorganization of the ministry, and the
appointment of Dr. Urilinri as Minister of the Treasury.
‘There was o brief interval during which futile attempts
were made to introduce financinl reforms, and then Dr.
Uriburd became disheartened, and resigned office.
Secret conferences followod botweon the lenders of the
Unién Civica, General Campos, and several naval com-
manders. The government was suddenly confronted
with an armed coalition of the best battalions of the
army, the entire navy, and the Unién Cfvica.

The manifesto issued by the Revolutionary Junta
was a terrible arraignment of the political crimes of the
Juarez Government. Liberal institutions were declared
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to have disappeared. There was neither republie, nor
federation, nor representative govermment, nor ud:!iin-
istration, nor morality. Political life had become a
money-making industry. The President had taken
bribes from anybody having dealings with the nation,
liad joined syndicates organized for vast speculations
dependent upon his officinl influence, had amassed a
fortune at the expense of the State, and had corrupted
the consciences of innumerable friends.  Avarice had
been his inspiration, jobbery his oceupation. Ile had
debauched the administration of the nation, suppressed
‘the ropresentative system, and hrought the country to
~the verge of bankruptey. Scerct cmissions of cur-
rency had been authorized in order that the national
bank might pay false dividends, hooatwe officind apoon-
lators had Lought up most of tho shnres.  Commoreinl
deposits and the savings of the working classes had
been distributod among a cirele of politiciang, living
in luxury and gambling with millions which were not
their own. More than $50,000,000 in gold, the pro-
" coeds of the sale of public bonds deposited with the
government by the new guaranteed banks, had been
thrown into the whirlpool of speenlation. The State
railways were sold to reduce the public debt, and the
funds thus secured were misapplied, The sanitary
works were sold under the shadow of a colossal scandal.
The guaranteed banks had exhausted their ocredit in
false issues, and a paper currency had been illegally
increased $35,000,000 when gold was quoted at 300,
and $100,000,000 more paper money had been disguised
under the name of mortgage bonds. These were the
principal counts in the indietment framed by the Unién
Civica in justification of the popular uprising against
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“the most corrupt administration ever known in the

annals of misgoverned South America.

T'he revolution opened with every prospect of success.
It failed from the incapacity of the leaders to co-operate
harmoniously. On July 19, 1890, the defection of the
army was discovered.  On July 26 the revolt brolke out.
For four days there was bloodshed without definite plan
or purpose. No determined attack was made upon the
government palace.  Tho Heet opened o fantastic bom-
bardment upon the suburbs. There was inexplicable
mismanagement of the insurgent forces, and on July
29 an ignominious surronder to the governmont with a
proclamation of general amnesty.  Goneral Roca re-
mained behind the scenes, apparently master of the
sltuadion, while Prosident Junrer Tind {lad to n place of
refuge on the Rosario eailway, and two factions of the
army were playing at cross purposes, and the police and
the volunteers of the Unién Civien were shooting

women and children in the atrects. Another week of

hopsless confusion passed, aid General Roca announced
the resignation of President Juarez and the succession
of vice-President Pellegrini, Then the city was illu-
minated, and for three days there was a pandemonium
of popular rejoicing over a victory which nebody except
General Reca understood. The Unién Cfvica assum-
ing after its defeat the credit for a victory due to Gen-
eral Roca’s dexterity and common sense, became a
national organization with branches in every town.
It was not long bhefore it was rent into two factions,
and playing into the hands of (General Roca and the
autonomists.

In June, 18H, the deplorable state of Axgentine
finance was revealed in a Jwninous statement made by
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President Pellegrini.  The intercst service on the
national debt had been suspended for three years under
a general arrangement made with the Linglish creditors.
All public works requiving payments from the treasury
had been abandened with a few exceptious subject to
specinl contracts.  Large Feductions had beon made in
the budget of cxpenditures and the civil service.  All
business interesis were staguant. Domigration had
been diverted to Brazil. All efforts o restore public
confidence by legislation or finaroiel eombinations had
failed, and the government was making a hopeless
attempt to raise $30,000,000 DLy a tariff which bore
heavily upon consumers. The imports had declined
and the revenues with them. All industries were pros-
trated except politics, and tho pernicions activity dis-
played by factions was an evil augury for the return of
prosperity. ‘Tlere was a collapse of luxurious living
in the Argentine capital. The dandies were content to
wear their old clothes. Showy equipages disappeared
from Palermo. Costly furniture was emptied from
palaces into auchion-rooms. Family jewels were in
the pawn-shops, many of the spoculators were forced
to leave the seeno of their prolanged financial dohauoh,
add bo rotire Lo tho Mraw whoro they hnd grown up in
poverty. :

- The Arpgentines consider themselves the Yankees of
the gouthorn bemisphoro; but they Inck both tho practi-
cel judgmont and moral qualities of the New Ingland
stock. In the order of historical settlement their coun-
try is old; but in the existing stage of political and
imdustrial development it is new. The revolt of the
Argentine provinees against Spain, in 1810, was fol-
lowed by a sterile period of civil wary military dictator-
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ship, and disnnion. It was not until 1861, when the
federal republic was reconstituted under the leadership
of Buenos Ayres, thut a new era of progressive activity
opened. For twenty years jealousies were excited by
rival aspirations for the scat of the National Govern-
ment, and it was not until 1881, when the city was
selected ng the capital, that the dangor of digunion and
& renewal of civil wur was averfed. During thirty
years the counéry has trebled its population, its in-
crease being relatively much more rapid than that of
the United States during the same period. The esti-
mate of the present population is 4,000,000 in ploce of
1,160,000 in 1857, Iminigration hes swept up the
Plate like o mighty incoming tide during the last dec-
ade, and the pampas have Leen filled with Iuropean
gettlers.. A wheat belt of enormous extent was opened
for agriculture. The exports of wool, flour, hides, jerked
beef, and other staples, increased from $26,000,000 in
1871 to $100,000,000 in 1888, while the importations

rose from $44,000,000 to $128,000,000, and the foreign

carrying trade from 1,114,000 to 4,885,147 tons. Thou-
gands of miles of railway were constructed; publie
works  of alupondous nvygnitindoe wors utidortakon
sehools wore epened in all the provinces; and, in a
single generation, the Argentine people made a record
for industrial progress which could not be equalled in
Spanish Amorica, ‘
The ruin wrought in this wonderful country is to be
attributed to blemishes in the national character which
were aggravated by the credality and cupidity of Tng-
lish investors. The Argentines, lacking original force
themselves, have been the most imitative people in the
southern” hemigphere. They borrowed all their politi-
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cal ideas from the American constitution without
adapting them to the peculiar conditions of their own
civilization. They looked mpon immigration as- the
main source of wealth of the northern republic, and
succeeded in diverting a considerable share of the sur-
plus population of Southern Kurope to the ’late. As
the development of the United States had been promoted
by raibway construction, they undertook to anlbicipate
the requirements of their own country by costly publioc
works conducted in the most extravagant way. They
seomed to be rivalling the Yankees in material prog-
ress, and English investors, tempted by the high rates
of intepest, supplied them with financial resources for
every premature undortaking and reckless enterprise.
The Argentines were speedily intoxieated with their
own success. Lhey ceased to do anything for them-
selves. The Italians were the laborers in town and
country, and it was unnecessary for a native to work.
The great agricultural staples ceuld be produced in
the interior by foreigners, and all manufactures counld
be imported from Jingland, Fraice, and Germany where
there was cheap labor. Manufacturing industrics were
not required in the Argentine. It was easicr to import
everything from Iurope, to derive a greal revenue from
high duties for the support of the government, and to
eqnalize exchanges by exporting the products of Italian
labor on the pampas. The function of the Argentine
was to govern the country, to speeulate in land and
stocks, and to live in' luxurious ease. So long as
immigrants flocked inte the country by the thonsand,
and English capital was drawn in by the million, all
went well. The collapse came when the horrowing
powers of the nation censed altogether through exces-
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sive issues of paper money and utter demoralization of
financial administration. Then in their extremity,
when their speculative hubbles were pricked, they
turned and upbraided the Tnglish investors for teach-
ing them to be extravagant, and for foolishly lending
money to them without examining the securities.
Disastrous ay the results of pelitical government and
financial disorder have been in the Argentine, its ulei-
mate recovery by slow slages is probable. It has a
magnificent railway system, an industrious working
population recruitod from LKurope, and ncarly all the
material appliances fov progress. It ranks alter Brazil
as the second nation in South America in terrtorial
extent, It has fourteen States, with a combined area
of 515,000 miles, and nine territorial provinces, which
swell the national domain to 1,125,086 miles, or less
than one-third of t{he extent of the United States with
Alaskna ineluded. It is a country with varied agrieul-
tural resources. In the northern provinces sugar and
cotton can be raised. Along the Cordilleras there is
a fruit-growing region equal to Southern California.
In the central and southern provinces there is a wheat
tract of cnormous extent, where prolific crops ean be
raised, and there are wide reaclies of pampas where
sheep and cattle can be pastured under the most favora-
ble conditions. The northern forests abound in cabinet
woods, and there is vative salt all along the south coast,
with seas fairly alive with fish. It is an industrial
empire too rich in natural resources, and it has too large
a population of European workmen, to be permanently
ruined by a financial collapse without a parallel in the
history of nations. The Argentine stock is destined to
disappear, and a hybrid Buropeanized race will take
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its place. Under new social and political conditions
prosperity will be laboriously regained. Whatever the
future may have in store for 1he Argentine, its recent

experience does not juslify the conclusion that it is

ever safe for any nation to malke agrricultural industries
its only resource, nor to be brOught into relations of
abgolute dependence upon fm:eign capital and inanu-
factures, nor to engross its energies with politics, to
the exclusion of everything else,
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THE HEART OF TIIE ANDES

A PICTURESQUE BuT MLENDACIOUS GUIDE —MULE RIDE
THROUGH USPALLATA — AN ATTACK OF .‘SORROCI.{E-—FIRST

. GLIMPSE OF THE NIGIIESTYT CORKDILLEKAS — ASCENT OF
THE CUMBRE — ADVENTURES WITH A DRUNKEN GUIDE

I HAD planned waiting in Mendoza several days until
I could find a party of travellers destined for Chili.
A poor breakfast, a worse dinncer, and a glimpse of the
sleeping room where I <was to pass the night, induced a
feeling of sheer desperation. A Chilian guide offered
to start with me early in the morning for the Andes and
Santa Rosa. In appearance he was as picfuresque a
ruffian as T ever saw off the lyric stage. He wore an
Indian poncho, with red stripes and a blue ground, a
sleeveless garment, at once a shawl and a cape, woven
from the wool of .the guanaco. A large scarlet hand-
kerchief, loosely tied about his head, completed his
tesemblance to the brigand of melodrama. He- took .
pains to explein that I would have good company, as
an Englishman was going with him. As he said this
his eyes rolled uneasily, and I knew that he was lying
to me. But the hotel was irretrievably bad; inquiries
for parties of travellers bound for the Andes had proved
futile; and T was in hot liaste to go on.’ I led the
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guide to the station in order to obtain the opinion of
the railway officials, to whom I had presented letters of
introduction from Buenos Ayres. I confided to them

my misgivings respecting his honesty and trustworthi-
[ - o

ness. They questioned him closely, and pronounced
him a safe man, cspecially as he was recommended ot
the hotel. 'This last consideration had little weight
with me since T had ealen two vile meals there. Still
T was glad to he reassured, and T was eager to cross
the mountains. I clinched the bargain with the guide,
and after ineffectual effort to obtain the address of
the mysterious Englishman, procured supplies for the
journey of five days. -

At daybreak the guide stalked inte my room, told me
that it was time to start, and before T was fairly awake
had whipped up my trunk and carried it out where the
pack-mule was standing. When I joined him a few
minates afterward lhe was nonchalantly smoking a
cigarette and smiling blandly. The Englishman, who
was to have gone with us, had suddenly changed his
plans; but there was another traveller who was to join
us two miles up the road. ‘I'nis was the guide’s ex-
planation of the alsence of the ecxpected travelling
companion. Iovidently the Englislunan was a mythieal
personage conjured into transitory existence for the
purpose of tricking mo inte planning the journey.
Prudence dictated a halt until a more trustworthy gnide
could be procured, and American or English companions
recruited. Dut I was weary of Mendoza and its foul
posadas; and there was my mountain stecd, saddled
and waiting for me, with my laggage alrcady on the
back of the pack-mule. I lighted a cigarcite, hesitated,
stared at the guide, whistled “ Yankee Doodle,” and
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started. Woe rode two or three miles to the outskirts
of the city, and were joined by the other traveller, a
Chilian mulcteer, happily with a face that inspired
confidence. Six mules were added to the three already
saddled. After delay, caused by the readjustment of
saddles and loads, we started for the Cordilleras, two
Chilians who did not know a word of English, one
American, whose Spanish was rudimentary, and nine
mules, who underslood the music of the tinkling bell
fastened to the leader’s neck.

There are two Andean passes by which Chili may be
reached from Mendoza. One is the Portillo leading

" toward Santiago, between the lofty summits of Tupun-

gato and Maypu. The other is the Uspallata which
follows the river Mendoza to its sources in the heart of
the Andes, and the Aconcagua and other mountain tor-
rents from the central summit to the Colorado Valley
and the high levels of Santa Rosa. The fixst pass is the
shorter and more precipitous, receiving its name from
an overhanging shelf of rock at one of the entrances
which resembles a doorway. It is 13,780 feet at the
highest, and is very dangorous in winter. The Uspal-
lata is the main highway between the Argentitie and
Chili. Ils oxtrome hoight ix 12,780 foot above the sen;
it lics near Aconcugua, the loftiest summit of the Cor-
dillera from Panama to the Straits; and it involves a
journey of 225 miles from Mendoza to Santa Rosa,
better known as Los Andea. Mr. Darwin, in his eele-
brated excursion to the Cordilleras, entered the Argen-
tine- by the Portillo and returned to Chili by the
Uspallata, his record of observatiohs on the physical
features of the country remnining ofter fifty years the
only trustworthy work of reference on that section of
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the mountains. The Andean system there, as further
north in Peru, comprises three distinct chains, with an
average breadth of 250 miles for the entire mountain
belt. The casternmost Cordillera is known as the
Paramillos. The central Cordillera is the highest con-
tinuous section of the Andean wall, there being only
two gaps from Aconcagua to Maypu, a distance. of
nearly 100 miles, where the crests fall below 18,000 or
19,0060 feet. Two of the summits, Aconcagua and
Tupungato, excced 22,000 feet in height.

The Uspallata was the gorge for which we were head-
ing; but there were dull levels to be traversed before
~ the gates of the Paramillos could be passed.  For thirty
miles after Mendoza, with its irrigated meadows, its
long files of poplars, and ifs vineyards and farms had
been left behind, the road led north through an arid
region, on a line parallel with the mountains. The
heat was intense; a cloud uf suffocating dust was raised
by the mules’ hoofs; and every mile of progress was
laborious.  There - were neitlier posadas nor houses
along this barren stretoh, and breakfast at noon had to
be supplicd from the saddle-bags and gulped down
under a blazing sun, The outlying spurs of the Para-
millos seemed very near, but wo were hours in passing
them. It was two o’clock before we could turn west-
ward from the arid plain and enter the defile leading to
the Cordillera. Lhen began a toilsome ascent, gradual

at the outsct, but precipitous in the course of two -

hours. For fifteen miles from the entrance of the defile
I kept my seat in the saddle, cxhansted from the fatigue
of a first day’s tramp of foriy-five miles, begun without
coffes and eontinued on a cold brealefast. At last,
toward five o’clock, my head began to swim, and I

»
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found myself falling, faint and senseless, from the back
of the mule. Tt wag an attack of sorroche, or mountain
sickness. :

This was a test of the loyalty of the Chilian guides,
whom I had suspected early in the morning of harbor-
ing sinister designs against an anprotected traveller.
One of them plunged into the woods to get water from
a spring, while the other whipped oub the brandy flask
and restored me to consciousness. Telling me that we
were near a post-house, they led my mule aud speedily
helped me to dismount. It was one of the wretched
hovels which are ealled mountain hotels, but I heard
some sweet music in the doorway. T'wo travellers,
wlo had arrived a few moments betore from the direc-
tion of Chili, were chatting together in Euglish, one
of them with an unmistaltable American accent. 1
briefly explained the situation and they at once ob-
tained a bed for me indoors and ordered coffee and soup.
They advised me to remain there all night unless I
felt strong enouglh to go nine miles furtiier, where there
was a better hotel. They resumed their journey when
they had done what they could to make me comfortable,
leaving me at leisure to eontemplate the crowning
achicyoment of poanda enisine. Tt wns nn anemalous
chicken fricassce, served as a soup in a very large bowl,
and lavishly garnished with potatoes, onions, rice, and
herbs. The guide stood by watching me eagerly whilp
I ate as much of it as I'eould. At first I faricied this
was sympathetic solicitude for an exhausted traveller’s
health; but I was speedily undeceived. No sooner had
I dropped the spoon than he seated himself before the

bowl and with & patronizing air dined at my -expense.

I was too weary Lo resent his impudence, but retired to
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the only guest-room of the posada,—a rough shed with
a amall window and a door which could neither be
Tocked nor barred,— and slept the sleep of utter exhaus-
tion. At dawn I was aroused by the guide, whose nine
mules were already saddled and packed for the day’s
march. Warned by the previous day’s experience, I
insisted upon having coffee served Lefore we started,
aud upon making arrangements for a breakfast at the
next posada, which we reached at ten o’clock. Ilere
an excellent soup, with meat, bread, and coffee, invigo-
rated me for the hard riding of the day,— over forty
miles of mountain climbing and valley cantering.

From the defile of Villa Viecencio, enterced the previ-
ous afternoon, had begun the ascent of the Paramillos,
and about one o’clock in the afternoon we were at the
dgummit, 8000 feet above sen level and 6500 fest above
Mendoza. The scenery had increased in grandeur every
hour after daybreak, and now two magnificent specta-
cles were to be enjoyed. The first was a broad view
of the Cuyo Valley southward and eastward with Men-
doza, its shaded streets, its plazas, and its suburban
farms and vineynrds directly below us, and so near,
that, with a glass, streets and houses could be identi-
fied. The second was an inspiring glimpse of the
main Andean chain now suddenly towering thousands
of feet above us in the west. Tupungato in solemn
majesty looked down upon us from the eclouds. Then,
with a sharp turn in the bridle-path, a hundred snow-
clads were revenled at once. It was a spectacle that
fired my blood. There was no companion in sympa-
thetic touch with my cnthusiasm; but the Chilian
guide at least had cars to hear compliments showered
upon his native mountains. Leaping from the mule I
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shouted, “Magnificol Magnifico!”” and then, from the
sense of the inadequacy of the Spanish toogue for
expressing genuine Yankee feeling, I added, *“Hail
Columbia} Glory, Hallelujah!” A flush of patiiotic
pride illwmined the Chilinn’s faco as he repeated,
“Magnifico!™ Then he produced a bottle of wine
from the saddle-bags and we drank together to the
health of the Andean Ilings, with their snowy ermine
falling trom their stately shoulders.

Nature liad worked there on a stupehdous secale. -
This mighty wall of continuous snow peaks rose
abruptly from the valley at the base of the Paramillos
15,000 feet to and beyond the snow line.  As seen from
the erests of the eastern range, the preeipitous moun-
tain flanks seomed to have been thrown up almost ver-
tically, and to have been strewn with the wroeckage of
ancient glaciers. It was late in the summer and the
snow-drifts in which the mountain sides were em-
bedded a few months before had shrunk and wasted in
feeding swollen lakes and roaring torrents; but those
majestic summits with their sub-Arctic climate never
could be bare. Where there were sharp peaks, with
polished sides like the flanks of Aconcagua, the snow
could slide down and find lodgement in caverncus
ravines; but the snow-beds were always there. The
crests of the Paramillos were swept by cold winds, and
the ground and stunted bushes were covered with snow.
‘L'here could be nio halt in so desolate a spot, although
the vista of the wall of snow-clads was incomparably
glorious, and could not again be seen th equal advan-
tage. The tinkle of the mule-leader's bell kept the
cavaleade in motion without reference to scenic won-
ders. From the crest we descended hour after hour to
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the gorge of Uspallata, where at sunset the best hotel

known in the mountains was reached. There all sensé

of loneliness was removed by the arrival of parties of
travellers from Chili, and the day closed with & com-
fortable dinner and good cheer. In the morning came
a magnificent; alley.
The Paramilles in the east {lank the Andes north and
south. Tho sunlight, slanting upward over the outer
wall, touches the smow peaks of the Cordillera, and
changes them from murky white to vivid scarlet, while
the ravines and mountain flanks underneath remain
obscured in shadow. Gradnally the spaces below the
snow-drifts eatch the light, and are transformed from

dusky gray to warm crimson fringed with olive verdure

at the base. The shadow line is now at the bottors of
the Andean wall. Slowly it recedes across the inter-
vening valley, and shrinks and disappears on the weat-
ern side of the Paramillos. The Uspallata is a splendid
blaze of color. ‘The monarchs of the Andes, robed in
searlet and crimson, are crowned with majesty bcﬁttmg
their high estate. '

- The third day’s ride, for which I agaln took precau-
tions to arm myself by a stoul breakfast, was from Us-
pallata to Punta de las Vacas, a distance of forty miles
toward the heart of the Aundes. The lelt bauk of the
Mendoza Rivar was followed closely, the road leading
over rock and gravel the greater part of the way. The
mountains wer¢ a wall on the right hand and on the
left. - It was a long winding gorge, through which the
spring treshets had cut their way, tunnelling through
gigantic masses of rock and undermining the founda-
tions of the monntains. The road was a bridle-path,
ourving around boulders, leaving its serpentine irail
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now on the river bottom and again high on the moun-
tain side, and traversing inclines so precipitous that
the traveller hardly dared to bend over in the saddle
lest the mule should lose its footing in the slippery
laderas.  Waler courses which had been glistening as
silvery cascades in mountain chasms were forded as
roaring torrents plunging to their death in the great
gorge of the Mendoza. Two bridges were passed, one
an arch of cement and timber over a dangerous stream,
and the other n more substantial but less picturesque
structure, which was built by one of the governors of
Mendoza. The valley was constantly changing its
direction, since its main lines had been caused by ero-
sion. All the processes of recurring seasons and natu-
ral transformations were revealed on mountain side and
in river bottom. It was plain that this remarkable
valley was not a structural formation produced in the
original upheaval of the mountaln masses. It had
been hollowed out by the alternate rush of the spring
lorrents and the snbsidenco of swollen siroams. 1ligh
up where the stupendous mountain crowns were lost
among fleecy clouds one could perceive where the snow-
drifts began to trickle, where the converging streams
were formed year aftcr year, and whero the torrents
were emptied into the river. The water was at its
Iowest ebb; but the medium and high levels were to be
traced as distinctly, mile nfter mile, ag if they had been
scientifically surveyed and marked off by a measuringQ
line. ‘T'he river bed was almost empty; but the lines of
sudden expansion and gradual shrinkage were unerr-
ingly revealed. The floods had clapped their hands
season after season, and the chasm between the moun-
tain slopes had been worn away in a sinuous course



134 TROPICAL AMBRICA

and gradually deepened. The Uspallata bad its tale -

of fire as well v of water graven ou its bottom lands
and towering cliffs. For every glacial moraine of
stranded boulders there were areas of voleanic dis-
turbance. '

The Uspallata is a wvalley of enchanting surprises
and sublime spectacles; but after ten hours in the saddle
the most wonderful scenic panorama wearies the oyes
and ceases fo excite htman interest. The wind, in-
creasing to a gale in the defiles converging at Punta do
las Vacos, chilis and benumbs the exhausted traveller,
who from sheer woariness is almost willing to exchange
all his earthly possessions for dinner and bed. The
attitude of suspicion with which at tne outset I had
regarded the mendacious guide had been modified by
three daya of good behavior on his part and sceurity on
my own; but the grim thought oceurred to me during
the last howrs of this fatiguing day’s ride, that if he still
entertained the malevolent design of murdering and
plundering me in the mountains, it would be pleasant
to be despatched at once, and to be spared the neces-
sity of going another mile, when I had ceased to retain
guflicient energy even to kick a mule with a spur.
But the moat wearisome journey comes to an end, and
Punta d¢ las Vacas, most picturesque of mountain innsg
in photograpbs, and the dirtiest and most dilapidated in
reality, received the men and mules of our party at
sunset. I dined on guanaco .meat with a group of
coarse but not wunkindly mountaineers, and crawled
into the main guest-room of the rookery as scon as the
repast was finished. In the middle of the night I was
suddenly awakened by a rustling noise, and instantly
I felt a heavy touch upon the bed. Convinced that

1
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the mountain marauders had crept into the room and
were robbing me, I sprang from the bed and prepared
to defend myself. No attack was made, but the rust-
ling noise was repeated under the bed. A match and
a candle between then revealed the intruders. Two
large dogs were under the bed and another was on the
blanket. The innkeeper, taking compassion upon my
loneliness, must have opened the door early in the even-
ing, and let in these great shaggy creatures to protect
me duaring the night watches, aml, incidentally, to
frighten me out of my wits.

For the fourth day’s ride I had an early start.

* The guide benignantly shared his coffee with me and

promised me a wholesome breakfast nt the foot of the
Cumbre,-—a pledge subsequently fulfilled, althongh
hard riding was required for overtaking the mule train,
Glorious mountain scenery was before us; the rock-
bound monastery of the Penitentes, with its procession
of pilgrim boulders; the gigantic convolutions of the
Tolorzia Valley; the abysses of the Cuevas; the deso-
late Portillo lake; the Soldiers’ Leap, with its zigzags
of mule-trail; and the picturesque junction of the
Blanco and Juncal. Punta de las Vacas was on a
level with the crest of the Paramillos, whence on the
second day we had gazed with awe and delight upon
the glittering wall of Aundean peaks. At the Incas -
bridge, a wonderful natural formation, where there
were hot springs in & rocky chasm, the elevation above
the sea was 10,570 feet, and a casucha, or hut, at the
foot of the Cumbre, which we reached at noon, was not
much higher. During the ride of twenty-five miles to
this point we had gradually been approaching.the di-
viding line of the continental watershed. The valley
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wag a narrow gorge: the Mendoza River af daylight a
mountain torrent and at noon a foaming brook. Wa
were af tho base of the Cumbre, or central summit,
which we were to cross in order to descend the Chilian
slope. During the next two hours we ascended this
barrier for over 2000 feet, the path leading by a series
© of precipitous zigzags from one slope Lo another. As
we went higher the snow-clad peaks, Juneal and Tu-
pungato, towered above us once more, as they did on
the secoml day at the Paramillos, but nearer, more
majestic, and more stupendous. After a few more
miles of toilsome asecent aud we were at the crest of
the Cumbre, 12,795 feet above sea level. Those silver
threads here and there were the beginning of rivers
emptying into the Atlantic. Those tangled skeins
near the snow beds yonder werc the soutrces of the
Aconcagua and rivers flowing into the Pacific. This
great bowl, shaped like a crater, torn with deep rents
and floored with voleanic rocks, among which the
hardiest " yellow and white flowers of the sub-Arctic
zone were in bloom, was a continental dividing line.
It was ar carthquake-shattored region over which the
creative mysteries of the past seemed to brood. The
gales which swept over it came from the Atlantic, and
- depositing their last drops of moisture in snow, passed
on to tho rainless seaboard of the Paeific, dry, cool, and
balmy. This was the heart of the Andes. It filled
the mind with shuddering idens of desolation and stu-
pendous creative cnergy.

Magnificent as was the scemery, with Juncal reveal-.

ing its ruined crater and Tupungato towering in solemn
silence 10,000 fect overhiead, we could not linger long
in this desolate spot. There was a hui on the crest for
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the protection of travellers beset with snow storms and
hurricanes; but there was no provision for the mules,
and it was impossible to corral them on the wind-
swept summit. The descent from the Cumbre was
rapidly made. At Calaveras there was another hut,
and further on another. Then came the descent of the
Caracoles, onc of the boldest and most picturesque sec-
tions of the Uspallala circuit. The springs of the
A.concagua could be traced to snow-drifts melting on
the mountain sides. It gave me a strange sensation to
see rivers which were to be sources of life, systemalic
irrigation, and vegetable growth, actually created under
my eyes in the ovze of the Andean snow beds, and grad-
nally deepening into brooks and widening into torrents.
At Tambillos we were at a level of about 11,000 feet.
Thence we passed the Incus Lake, and, atter a series of
precipitous descents, reached a tranguil river course and
a post-house. So precipitous were the slopes of the
Cordillera on the Chilian side that by nightfall we were
5000 feet below the summit and 7340 feet above the
sen.

The conduct of the guide had been so irreproachahle
for four days, and the road had been frequented by so
many mule droves and groups of travellers, that all
sense of danger and loneliness had been dispelled. Our
team of nine mules had frequently beent inereased to
twenty or thirty, and our group of two guides and one
passenger o a company.of a dozen men. . Ths travel-
lers were Chilian mountaineers, who fiaternized with
the guides, but their salutations to me were counrteous,
and their manners unobtrusive. It was at Ojos del
‘Agua, during the fourth evening, when my confidence
in the guide, whom 1 had convicted of shameless men-
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dacity on the first day, had been completely restored,
that he revealed his truc character and justified my
earliest apprehensiens. He came to me with face
flushed with drink, and demanded an increase in his
hire. 1 deliberately refused to understand him, making
good use of my unfamilinrity with Spanish. The vext
morning he returned to the assault and was wet in the
same way. We mounted for the fifth day’s ride to the
Colorado and Santa Rosa. The scencry was of en-
chanting loveliness, the rivers Jooming in mpids and
falling in cascades the greater part of the way, and the
mountain gorge gradually opening into a broad and
boautiful valley. The guide was not dispesed to allow
me to enjoy this wonderful scenery in peace. Re-
peatedly he joined me, and sought to convince me that
X must.pay him more money in order to be conducted
all the way to Santa Rosa. He was reinforced by three
Chilians, who surrounded me and made unmistakable
gestures in the directibn of my pocket; but I declined
to comprehend their meaning. This comedy ias
enacted at two o’clock, when we reached Guardia, the
frontier custom-house. The guide was royally drunk,
his successive failures to make his passenger understand
and comply with his exactions having driven him in
despondent mood into every wayside drinking place.

I was weary of this by-play. Convluding from the
aspect of the country that we could not be far from
Santa Rosa, and that it would not be difficult to obtain
& coach, T called the guide to me, paid him the original
contract price, and discharged him. He was dazed for
& moment, and then quickly rallied, assuring me that I
could not get a coach, and that as i would be impossi-
ble to reach Santa Rosa that day, I must go on with
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him. This I refused to do, and ordered him to unload
my baggage mule. Instead of complying with this
demand, he whipped up the mule and disappeared down.
the road. The glimpse of my baggage vanishing in
the turn of the road made me disconsolate. I had no
alternative. I had to follow my baggage or runm the
risk of losing it altogcther., I mounted my mule, and
went on with the train for an lour, apprehending that
tho drunken guide would lodgo mo for the night in
some wretched posada, where 1 might be exposed to
serious danger.  In this emergency two Chilian gentle-
mon appeired opportuncly upon the seono, driving in s
coach with three lorses to Sauta Rosa.  They had
heard that an American traveller was having trouble
with a drunken guide, and had came to the rescue.
In five  minutes my baggago was un the coach, and we
were bowling merrily along the rcad toward Santa
Rosa. At six o’clock we were dining in an excellent
hotel in the plaza of the town, the long journey from
Mendoza having ended.

Lios Andes was a restful and delightful spot to one
who had been making intimate acquaintance with a
refractory mule in the mountains. It had one of the

-old-fashioned Spnnish hotels, with sleeping rooms,

dining-room, and baths on the ground floor, and several
open courts in the interior, planted with parterres of
flowers and kept cool and spotlessly neat. How charm-
ing was the retirement of those fragrant patios after
the cattle-sheds of the mountains! How wholesome
and refreshing were the dinners after those inscrutable
mysteries, the chicken sopas of the post-houses! How
clean and alluring was the bed-linen after the dog-mats
of Punta de las Vacas! 1In peace and comfort I could
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revel there in thoughts of miseries escaped at Mendoza,
of mercenary guides baffled in their attempted oxtor-
tiong, and of exhilarating experiences and sublime
spectacles stored in the memory to remain a delight in
coming years. The town was the usual Spanish chess-
board, with the four central squares reserved for the
plaza, the brass band, the chureh, and the hotels.
There was little to be seen in the lanes crossing one
another at right angles; but how glorious was the vista
of the Andes and the maritime range! The drives and
wallts about this beautiful town were sources of unfail-
ing delight. Aconcagua, with its triple peaks piercing
the clouds, was seen once more, tranguil and restful in
its shapely beauby, and no longer awe-inspiring in its
stupendous power and sublime majesty. The ravines
of the Colorado and the approaches to the Guardia,
the starting-point for the journey eastward, were easily
recognized. Mountaing wero encamnpod on overy side
sbout this Andean outpost, exchanging their shadow
signals and countersigns during the watches of the night
and marshalling their battalions for inspection at dawn.,

The passage of the Uspallata is made most easily
during Janunary and February, when the snow has dis-
appeared from the lower mountain slopes and the river
levels ate lowest. From April to November snow
storms are constantly met with, tho bridle-paths are
slippery, and the discomforts and perils of the journey
are multiplied. Mountaineers and mail-couriers force
the passage even in the most inclement weeks of
winter, fravelling on foot over the Cumbre. The
seenery in the winter time, when the abysses are en-
gulfed with snow, and the rugged mountain walls are
incased in ico, must be of unrivalled grandeur, but a
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prudent traveller will be content to make the journey
in midsummer. Iiven when the road is dry there is
constant danger, since a mule with characteristic per-
versity persists iu travelling along the outer edge of the
slope on the edges of tho precipices, and it is unsafe,
as well as useless, to attempt to make him swerve from
hig self-regulated course. When the road is coated
over with ice one must be a hardy mountaineer in
order to rise superior to the perils of precipitous chasms
and deeply sunken river bottoms. The sense of loneli-
ness increases, moreover, when lew travellers are on the
highway, and one is confronted with the solemn still-
ness and gloomy grandeur of the Andes. In midsum-
mer the passing of mule trains imparts animation and
variety to the journey. The picturesque ponchos, and
the bright fanfastic patterns of the neck-gear worn by
the guides and mountaineers, add a welcome touch of
color to the burron cdges of bridle-paths,  Whon fellow-
travellers are met, it is a sudden refreshing contact of
human companionship. Smiles and “buenocs dias” are
exchanged, and the file of the passing cavalcade is
watched as it disappears in the zigzag of the road.
Human society is the more welecome from the absence
of animal life in the mountains. The guide-books

~ represent condors as perched on the heights of the most

dangerous passes where a traveller will be pitched head-
long a thousand feet into abysses if the mule goes
wrong. I did not see these grim sentinels. I heard
the twitter of only one bird in the course of the five
days’ ride. That was o wee thing, only as large as a
swallow,

Unfortunate as was my own choice of a guide, I can
readily believe that most of the mountaineers are honest
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and respectful in their dealings with strangers. All
danger of suffering from imposition and rapaecity is
removed when one is familiar with Spanish or has a
travelling companion. The road is so direet that the
services of & guide are unnecessary. The best way fo
cross the Andes is to send one’s baggage on ahead with
a mule train, and then to buy a mule and to proceed
without guides, but with follow-traveilers. In this
way balts can be made at the best posadas, and the
journey lengthened from five to seven days, with less
fatigue and greater enjoyment of the scenery. When
the opposite mountain slope is reached the mulo car be
sold at a sacrifice which will not exceed the hire of a
guide. A ride through the magnificent gorge of Uspal-
lata and over the Cumbre to the heart of the Andes is
an experience never to be forgotten. It offers glimpses

of unrivalled mountain scenery. It brings one close to

the secret laboratories of Nature, where earth-rending
forces have been at worl, with primal sonrces of power,
creative or destructive, buried in appalling mystery.

VI

CHILI AND ITS CIVIL WAR

BIGNS OF TATRIOTISEM AND TMRIFT-—A HOMOQGENEQUS POPR~
ULATION — SANTIAGO AND VALPARAISO — DEVELOPMENT
OF EUROPEAN TRADE —TIIE CONSTITUTICONAL CONFLICT

— THXE CIVIL WAR-— DOWNFALL OF BALMACEDA
i

ONE of the earliest indications of the passage of the
mountain frontier was the Chilian flag floating from a
high staff where it could be seen miles away from the
valleys below. As I continued the descent of the
Andean slopes, I noticed the same flag many times above
signal stations and surveyors’ landmarks. The display
of the mational colors, at the earliest practicable paints
on the road from lhe Argentine, was characteristic of
the patriotism of the Chilian people. Of all the nations
in South Amecriea it has the deepest affection and the
noblest enthusiasm for its flag. The Chilians may
have their faults, but they have the redeeming virtue
of intense love of country. They are proud not only of
the material progress of the nation, but also of its mari-
time supremacy, and of the achievements of the fighting
gervices on land and sea. The viclorious war with
Peru is an heroic period, which ministers alike to an
exalted loyalty and to an overweening vanity. Mon-
uments to admirals and generals are seen in the plazas
and alamedas of the citles. Thero is hardly a villnge

-where prints and photographs of the naval fight at
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Iquique cannot be found in the shop windows. The
facility with which two powerful States were over-
powered, and deprived of large tervitories, fostered an
elastic confidence in the superiority of the nation as a
Spanish-American {ighting power, and o feeling of con-
tempt for the military elaims of rivals, Self-esteem
was developed to a degree almost vainglorions. 1t
was a pride doomed to be bumiliated during the Civil
War; bubt even in that disastrous struggle there was,
withal, sterling patriotism of & true and honest ring.

The population of Chill is more homogencous than
that of the Argentine. The nuraber of foreigners of
unmixed blood is very small in comparison with the
native Chilian stock. The aboriginal strain runs in
seven-tenths of the population. I noticed the contrast
between Italianized Argentina and the maritime State
in my first study of faces at Lios Andes. There was a
marked uniformity of facial types. Men and women
- alike bad swarthy complexions, large, deep-set, bril-
liant eyes, and hair at once black, bristling, and glossy.
In Buenos Ayres one watches a cosmopolitan crowd
recruited from every race in Burope, and wonders where
the natives are and what they are Iike. In Chili he
seed, in tho main, a people of uniform type and mnyked
characteristics. 1t is, undoubtedly, the best of the
‘Spanish-American races, In volune the population is
‘probably 1,000,000 less than that of the Argentine, a
gafe estimate being 3,000,000 against 4,000,000.

From Los Andes I made the journey in an English
compartment car to Santiago, catching from tho win-
dows glimpses of mountain scenery and green mead-
ows, broad arveas of successful cultivation, and tifljf
homesteads with capacious barns. In Central Chili
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irrigation is essential to prosperous farming. Rains
are confined mainly to three months of the twelvs, and
without artificial supplics of water from the mountain
stroams agricultural operations are impracticable. The
areas of cultivation are the valleys where trenches can
be multiplied, and between these verdant belts are avid
wasles which in midsmmmer are burned bare. It is -
an unerring proof of the indomitable energy of the
people that agriculture is carried on at all in Central
Chili under conditions so unpropitious.

Like Rio de Janeire the Chilian capital needs to he
an imposing city in order to be worthy of its scenic
setting. It is in the centre of a lovely valley, encom-
passed by shapely mountains of magnificent propor-
tions. The saine lofty peaks, which from the Cumbre
overpower a sympathetic spectator with their gloomy
grandeur, their ice-bound abysses, and their vistas of
rock-riven desolation, from Santiago are restful sum-
mits rising one upon another and irradiated with rich
mists of sunlight. The barren edges flung against the
sky, where shattered masses of rock hang in menacing
instability, are transformed into peaceful crests, streaked
with glittering snow.  Chasms which close to the eyo
revenl the lhavoc wrought by enrth-rending forces are
delicately tinted lines of shadow in the distant vista of
the Andes. With so grand and inspiring a pageant
always to be seen from the Alameda and St. Lucia,
Santiago has not neglected its opportunities. It is 2
handsome and impressive city, with fine parks, strik-
ing architectural cffects in its public buildings and
churches, and orderly, vwoll-kept lines of streets, many
of which have superior Be]gin-n pavements and  electric
lights. The only source of disfigurement is the river
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Mapocho flowing through the town, which in the dry
season labors under the disadvantage ol not having any
water in it; but this is shielded from view by walls
and embankments and rendered as sightly as possible.
The population of Santiago ranges between 225,000 and
250,000,

The Alameda is a broad avenue over two miles long,
with double lines of trees, and a scries of monuments
and statues commemorative of the public services and
heroic deeds of various patriols. Only one thing is
needed in order to make it an impressive and beautiful
street. That is a greengward in place of the unsightly
promenade under the trees. Handsome turf is what
one never secs in Scouth America, and in Santiago there
is not enaugh rain to keep a lawn fresh or grass from
being burned and killed in midsummer. A trench of
running water running along the central common is a
practical demonstratien of the fanility of irrigation, and
some day a municipal reformer may supply what is lack-
ing in this ambitious avenue of monuments. St. Lucia
wag a neglected and barren rock in the heart of the
city, and was occupled and frequented only by tha
lowest classes, when a public-spirited citizen, Vicuila
Mac Kenna, undertook to convert it into the best
pleasure ground of the capital. It is now approached
by winding carriage roads, stone staircases, and shaded
walls, md is omamented with I:trmuu.q, banks of {lowors,
artistic balustrades, rustic arbors, grottos, a chopel, a
statue, and a series of high lookouts commanding mag-
nificont prospoets of the Andes, tho maritime range,
and the capital itself.- There is a theatre on the
highest ground in the city, and there is also an excel-
lent restaurant where a dinner or an ice can be ordered.

-
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The flowers and vines on this lofty rock overhanging
the Alamieda are kept fresh and beautiful by constant
watoring, aud St. Lucia is the most picturesque and
artistic featurc of the capital. It is a miniature Coz-
covado accessible from the main gtreets.

‘The main plaza has the post-office, municipal build-
ings, and arcades of stucco on two sides, the ambitious
fagade of the Grand Hotel on another, and, finally, the
Cathedral built of brick and stone, with a cross high in
air to demonstrate a sacred character which its general
architectural lines do not reveal, nlthough the interior

. 1s chaste and rich. The capitol is 2 block away, a mas-

sive structure, with two high stories and a flat roof, and
Hines of shapoly columns at the entrance an each side.
It is the handsomest and most imposing Hall of Dep-
utics to be seen in South America, and is surrounded
by well-kept, if narrow, grounds, with one graceful and
finely proportioned statue near the main entrance. The
Nutional Library is close by, with the Palaces of Jus-
tice adjoining. The University of Santiago is a stately
structure, and it has well-equipped faculties and appli-
ances for higher education. Probably no university in
South America has a better academic reputation or is
doing a larger work. Tho Astronomical Observatory

- has lovely surronundings in a well-shaded, semi-tropical

garden.  The Quinta Normal is a horticultural garden
and musaum of nnlurnl history, with fine grounds tasto-
fully laid out. Santiago abounds in good architecture
of o clnssic type, and in public gardens and promenades
of genuino natural attructions.  With excellent hotels,
good theatres, fine drives, and objects of interest which
cannot be exhausted in a fortnight of industrious
sight-seeing, it has everything to attract and charm a
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traveller. ‘With the exception of Rio de Janeiru I have
not found any South American city so interesting as
Santiago. : :
- The plaza on Sunday moring was filled with black-
powned and hooded women on their way to church. In
Chili, as in Peru, custom requires women to go to Mass
dressed with severe simplicity. There are no seats in
the churches, and nearly all worshippers take rugs or
silk handkerchicfs on which to sit and Jneel during
service. Attracted by the novel sight of hundreds of
women in black, I entered the church which was densely

thronged. The black costumes massed in the nave and.

aisles intensified the effcet of a lavish display of altar
lights. An eloguent prlest, with a fine face and an
earnedh, impressive manuer preached, his melodious
voice, with a solemn note of warning, filling the church
like a trumpet.

The Roman faith is found at its best in Chili, where
a close approach has heen made to a separation of
Church and State, and where absolute religious toler-
ance is practised. The clergy still receive stipends
from the treasury; but the appropriations have been
gradua.l]y reducaed, and disestablishment cannot be de-
ferred many years. Civil marriage alone is recognized
by law as vulid. In order to he legally married man
and woman must appear before the register. When
they leave his presence they arc husband and wife. If
they then choose to have a religious service in 2 Roman
Catholic chuich, or in a Protestant chapel, they can do
so. The enactment of the Civil Marriige Law was
fiercely, but unmsuceessfully, resisted by the eclerical
party. In like manner the Burials Act, opening cem-
eteries to Protestants as well as Roman Catholics, was

-
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passed in the face of determined opposition. Subse-
quently attempts were mado in Santiago and elsewhere
to remove hodies from what was considered desecrated
gmun_d, and to bury them in churches, but the authori-
ties promptly supprossed this practice. Protestantism
is protected by law and has a clear field. Preshyterian
churches have been established in Valparaiso, Santiago,
and Concepeidn, the late Rev. Dr. Trumbull having
been a pioncer in the work. The American Metho-
dists, entering the field at a more recent date, have
done an important work, opening chapels and schools
in Iquigue, Copiapé, and Concepeién, and a college in

- Smltia,go. .

There are ITuropean bazaars in the streets of the
Chilian capital where once there were Yankee notion
stores. -Between 1868 and 1888 the combined imports
received in Chili from England, France, and (Germany
increased from $13,164,442 to $46,679,231. During
the same period the imports from the United States
advanced from $1,635,508 to $3,188,178. In view of
the extraordinary efforts wade by maritime Europe to
develop trade with Chili, and of the utter indifferencs
of the United States to the decadence of its commercial
marine, upon which the growth and prosperity of the
export trade depend, I marvel that there is 2 remnant
so large. The Chilisns are the most active commercial
nation in South America, and are shaping the indus-
trial fortuues of the West Coast. Maritime Europe
appreciates the importance of cultivating the elogest
possible relutions with them. The United States has
not manifested intercst in the wonderful development
of Chilian industries and political power.

Before the raids of Iinglish-Confederate eruisers on
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the Yankee merchant fleet, the West Coast was largely
supplied with American cottons, hardware, and gene}'al
merchandise. The transfer of that fleet to the English
flag during the Civil War was followed by a rapid
decline of American trade and influence. There was
ono far-sighted merchant,— Chili has rocognized its
obligations for his publip services by erecting a statue
to him in one of its plazas,— who discerned the possi-
bility of restoring trade by the establishment of a steam-
ship line under the flag. Mr. Wheelwright laid his
plan before New York capitalists, and demonstrated the
practicability of controlling the commerce of the West
Coast by a timely stroke of enterprise; but this project
was considered vislonary, and he was compelled to seel
for encouragement in IEngland. ‘The Pacilic Naviga-
tion Company was founded largely through his elforts;
and, to-day, it largely dominates the traffic of the sea-
board from the Straits to Panama. A commanding
opportunity for the extension af American trade was
lost through neglect to supply steam communication.
1f a line bad been established between 1865 and 1870
from New York to San Francisco, with DPernam-
buco, Bahia, Rio de Janeiro, Santos, Moutevideo,
Buenos Ayres, and the West Coast ports as far as
Panama as the chief calling stations, there would have
been, at least, a division of commercial empire in the
gouth between the United States and maritime Furope.

The development of steam communicatian has been
rapid since the first steamers went cut from Liverpool
aided by an English subsidy. The Pacific Company
sends aut two steamers a month to Valparaiso, and has
a powerful flect on the West Coast, plying between all
ports from Corral to Panama. It has as mghy as sixty
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steamers in constant service, including tenders for col-
leeting freight at the smallest ports. A second English
company, known as the Gulf Line, has been established

- within a few years. The German Kosmos Line has a

large fleet ranning belween Hamburg, Montevideo, and
Valparaiso, dispalching two steamors & month. It alse
has a number of steamers making regular trips between
Valparaiso and the nitrate-ports, as well as to Callao
and Panama. There is a Frenell line between Havre,
Bordeaux, and Valparaiso, and there are scveral minor
coasting lines under various flags. The most formida-
ble competitor which the English Pacific line has in the
coasting trade is the Sonth American Steamship Com-
pany under the Chilian flag.  The Company has a pow-
erful fleet, built expressly for the West Coast trade, and
sends steumers twice a month from Valparaise to Pan-
ama, besides having fortnightly lines running to Lota
and Chiloe, in the south, and to the nitrate ports and
Callag in the north.

The bulk of Chilian trade is with those countries
which have established regular lines of steamship com-
munication with Valparaiso. TEngland has inereased
its exports to Chili from %£,090,069 in 1868 io $26,351,~
141 in 1888, and its imports in retwrn during the same
period from $12,313,009 to $58,898 407. Germany

beginning in 1863 with exports to Chili valued at

$772,615, lhas increased them to $14,046,577 in 1888,
while its imports in return have run up from $684,496
to $4,751,990.  These results have been secured by the
two nations which have had the best steamship facili-
ties for the movement of freight in the Pagific and Kos-
mos lines.  The French exports to Chili during the same

period have expanded from $4,801,858 to $6,181,5183,
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and the imports from #$1,649,364 to $4,295,055.
While there has been an increase, it is small in com-
parison with the material progress made by Great
Britain and Germany; and, as a eoincidence, it is to
be noted that the French steamship line is a feeble one,
and is not equipped for serious competition with Ger-
many and England.  One of the best evidences of the
utility of steamship communications in promoting com-
mercial exchanges, is furnished by tle rapid develop-
ment of the Chiliap import and export trade with Pern
and Bcunador, which has followed the sharp competition
for freights between the English and National lines on
the West Coast. The bulk of the wheal surplus which
is shipped {rom Taleahuamo now goes murth fo feed a
rainless seaboard of 2000 miles, aud in cxchange are
received from Peru cotbon, sugar, wool, and many other
products.

With a declining import and export trade in a period
of unwonted commercial activity on the Wost Coast,
American merchants in Valparaiso are compelled to
admit that they caunot hope to compete suecessfully
with inglish and German rivels under the present con-
ditions of slow communication, high freights, breakage
of goods at Panama, and lack of exchange on New
York. Tnvestments of Kuropean capital in Chilj,
moreover, have been very large: At least one-half of
the national debt is held in England. To this must be
added the capital invested in railways, copper and silver
mines, nitrate works, steamship lines, and commercial
business.  Probably the aggregate English ecapital
invested in Chili exceeds $126,000,000. Gormany also
has large invested interests; but Americans are repre-
sented only by three commercial houses and two life
ingurance eompanies.

o
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To one who has crossed the continent from the
Atlantic, it is the background that makes Valparaiso
alike interesting and impressive, That background
i8 the Pacifie, which from the windows of the LEnglish
compariment ears suddenly comes into view in a far-
reaching vista of tranquil blue fringed with yellow
haze. In the translucent atmesphere of Chili the pow-
ers of vision scem to be almost donbled. From the
hillsides of Valparaise one can see the Andean peak of
Aconcagua, and when he gazes seaward the horizon
line seems to be lifted back and projected leagues
beyond its normal lmits., One can never look upon an

" ocean for the first time without experiencing a thrill of

pleasurable excitement, and that feeling is intensified
wlhien le has erossed a foreign contivent and been among
the snows of the Andes. With contrasting emotions
the old-time Spanish navigators approached Valparaiso
from the sea after tempestuous voyages in the Straits
and perils averted off Chiloe. The first Iandinazk on
that barren, rainless coast was joyfully hailed by them
as the Point of Angels, and the bold bluffs encireling a
sheltered bay scemed to them a veritable Vale of Para-
dise. One could bave & more intelligent appreciation
of their nomenclature, if lie were convineced that they

‘had come down the Western Sahara, stretching 2000

miles southward from the Gulf of Guayaquil. After
Atacama and the desclate coasts of Peru and Northern
Chili, any verdant hillside would have been a glimpso
of Iiden. :
Valparaiso is a bustling city with a population of
120,000. Tt was originally built on the steep hillsides
overlooking the harbor; but the modern town follows’
the winding shore, the narrow margin having been
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widened and greatly extended by additional ground
reclaimed from the sea. A town with curving strects
and irregular outlines offers o refreshing contrast to
the checker-board squaves of the newer Spanish-Ameri-
can cities. Valparaiso is without definite plan or out-
line. 'There is a series of wide ravines opening from
the crests of the hills, and cach has its network of
rambling streets and alleys, and its congeries of low-
pitched roofs and weather-beaten houses.  IFrom the
plaza opposite the custom-house landing and the
railway station three or four business streets pursue
their devious courses to the right and to the left
along the ourves of the bay. The modern town
is adorned with monuments and statucs wherever a
plaza or a cluster of trees offers an opportunity for
patriotic memorials.  The most tasteful, as well ag
elahorate monument, is that erccted in the central plaza
in honor of Arturo Prat, commander of the Hsmeralda,
and the other heroes of the sea-fight at Iquique. The
government buildings and ehurches are not Umpressive;
bat there are showy blocks of shops, and there is o Drisk
movement of traific in the streets. The chief atbtrac-
tion of Valparaiso is the climate, which is tempered by
ocean and aerial currents from the Antarctic. Iven in
midsummer, the mean tempernture is sixty-three de-
grees I'abrenheit for the month of January, with a
maximum of seventy-seven degrees; and in midwinter
the minimum temperature is forty-five degrees with
fifty-two degrees as the average for July. While the
winters arc about as warm as those of corresponding
latitudes on the Atlantic coast, the summer heats are
from eight to ten degrees lower. In Santiago the
maximum temperature in sumwer is ten degrees higher
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than that of Valparaiso; yet the winters are much more

severe in the mountain valley than on the coast, the

difference in minimum temperature being fifteen de-
grees. The climate of Valparaiso is singularly dry,
equable, and invigorating.

What is most surprising is the freshness of vegeta-
tion in a town where rain is practically confined to
three months and averages thirteen and a half inches
for the yeree  Eyen in Lho miildio of Lho long dry sonson
the trees in the parks do net have a parched appearance;;
and in Vifia del Mar, o delightful subarb on the outer
edpe of the bay, where the wonlthy rosidents of Sanii-
agro wind other Chilian towng swarm during the heated
period, there are remarkably brilliant displays of flow-
ers, shrubs, and trees, the country leoking fresh and
verdant, 83 though there had been showers every week.
It is o beandilul rolling country, with orchards and
vineyards and flelds of wheat waving in the ocean
breeze.  In the best of the suburban hotels in this benu-
tiful spot Colonel Romeyn, the American Consul, enter-
tained me at Inneheon, and then took me for a delightful
stroll in the groves and hillside paths; and so orderly
were the grounds, and so elean and comfortable was the
hotel, that I found it hard to believe that I was not in
onc of the well-kept houses in the American Catskills.
The illusion was strengthened when the Consul piloted
me to his bower, & retired corner of the piazza curtained
with a large Americen flag, and Mrs. Romeyn recalled
her awn cirele of acquaintances in New York, and in
sympathetic voice sang “Iiome, Sweet Home,” to the
accompaniment of a guitar. Such incidents are the
treasure-trove of travel in a far country. How remote
from our thoughts during that lovely afterncon was
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.

apprehension of the eivil war which within a year wag

to bring ruin and devastation upon Chili and hostile

armies into that beautiful suburb of Viiia del Mar!
During the spring of 1890, when I was in Santiago
and Valparaiso, the constitutional conflict which wus
to end in eivil war, witly the opening of another year,
was already in progress.  President Balmaceda, aftor
reprosenting most faithfully the progressive tendencies
of tho now Chili which Tad nudn itsell w greonl power
on the West Congly il followed tho vieious procedonts
of his predecessors, and in attempting to perpetuale his
political supremacy by scenring the clection of an un-
worthy suecessor had undermined public confidonce in
his patriotism. When elecled to the presidency in
September, 1886, he was kuown as a brilliant arator
and an adroit tactician, and was not without experience
in public life. He had been deputy for many years and
subsequently senator and chief minister. As an official
candidate favored by his predecessor, he had been op-
posed by the advanced wing of the Liberal party; but
after his inauguration he had displayed consummate
tact in conciliating factions, and, with a united body of
congressional adherents heitind him, had succeeded in
enacting several reform measures, and in promoting the
commercial prosperity of the country. During the first
half of his term progress was made in the direction of
the resumption of specis payments, railways were con-
gtructed, harbors were improved, new mining regions
were opened, hospitals and public buildings erected,
the schools enlurged and multiplied, and the encroacl-
menbs of Clericalism suecessfully resisted. Tt was an
era of progress during which the crealive energies of the
most enlightened race in Spanish Ainerica were power-
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fully stimulated. It was brought to a close when a
statestan of genuine liberal tendencies, endowed with
intellectual force, social graces, and remurkable politi-
cal capacity, was tempted by sheer lust of power to
organize a Ministry of Combat against Congressional
prerogative, to debaueh the army and the civil service,
and to plunge the nation into a disastrous civil war.
Chili was invaded during the sixtcenth century by
the Spanish conguarors ol Porag but tho Tndinn smoune
tninecrs wero never really conquered.  Altor a hundred
years of fierce campaigning the indupendence of the
native tribes was acknowledgod by Groaly, and when its
provisions wero violaled thero was wnother half eentury
ol Indian warfare.  The Chiliang havo a fighting strain
in their native stock, and a love of liberty thiat is char-
acleristic of a vace of mountaineers. In the revolt
against Spain Lhe independence not of Chili alone, but
of Buenos Ayres and Peru as well, was secured by the
victories an the plains of Maypu. Uunder the Republic
there were few conspiracies, and there was ouly one year
of civil war nntil the uprising against Balmaceda oc-
curred ; bub while there was peace there was a close
approach to oligarchical rule. TFor sixty years the
administration was controlled by & small number of
wealthy landowners and a large body of priests recrmited
mainly from Italy and Spain. The President under
the Constitution of 1883 was elected for five years by
indirect suflrage, and while teehnically ineligible for a
second term was either enabled to remain’ in office or
to nominute his successor. There were five. Cabinet
Ministers in charge of the main departments of the
Administration, with an English tradition of responsi-
bility to the wujority in the Chambers. Practically
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the two Houses were recruited from the aristocratic
landowners and the President was supreme. Suffrage
was restricted to 40,000 voters, and the government was
directed by the rvich lamd-barons. The power of such
Presidents as Moutt, Pinto, and Iirrazuriz was despotic;
but they were sagacious rulers who made no attempt
to antagonize the ruling class and the priests. There
was peace, bub there was no government in Spanish
America less democratic than that to which the high-
spirited Chilians subhmitted without resistance. The
Chilian is the best soldicr in South America, not only
because he has high courage bordering upon reckless-
ness, but also because he has heen taught to follow
orders with unquestioning cbedicnce. As a cilizen he
hag ordinarily been loyal and submissive.

The victories over the Peruvians not only inflated
national pride bat also developed the political mstincts
of the people. After the conquest of the nitrate prov-
inces there was a-popuiar movement in favor of emanei-
pation from aristoeratic rule and clerical damination.
The Liberal party with DBalmaceda as 1ts leader
triumphed in the elections of 1886. It was morkedly
hostile to the inflitence of the clergy in political aftairs;
it favored free education by the State, and the mainte-
nance of civil marviage and secularized cemoteries; and
1t was committed to the policy of land reform. The
Conservatives and Montt-Varistas represented the old
order of clerieal and aristocratic privilege, and were
overwhelmed with defeat. Balmaceda having united
his followers in Congress condueted the Administration
most brilliantly for three years, and did much to popu-
larize the Government by admitting to the civil service
ambitious lawyers and politicians, who had never before
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been in office. All went well until the close of 1889,
when the official candidature of the Minister of Indus-
try and Public Works startled the eountry and divided
the Liberal party. If Balwaceda’s favorite, San Fu-
entes, had been eithex an experienced or a reputable
official, less resistance would bhave been encountered;
but he was conspicuous mainly for his stock operatinng
on change. When he uufolded as an electoral pro-
grainme A vast scheme of publiec works and railway con-
struciion, and Balmaceda made no concealment of an
intention of favoring his canvass for the presidency
with all the resources of offieial patronage, the Liberal
majority sought to avert the crisis by communicating
to the President privately their deterimination to oppose
so unworthy a candidate. Temparary conecessions were
made to the majority, the Ministry was reorganized and
Congress adjourned af{er expressing confidence in the
Government by voting the enstomary financial supplies.
In Joanuary, 1890, this M wisiry was dismissed and
another recrnited from most zealous adherents was
brought into oflice.  Balmaceda instead of abandoning
the candidature ol his partisan had determined to defy
Congress and the leaders of his party, and to carry the
election by official pressure.

This was the political situation as it was explained
t0 me in Santingo; and while there was intense exeite-
ment among the politicians, thore was 2 general agree-
ment even among the keenest observers that Balmaceda
would finally yicld to the will of Congtess. The
inflexible determination of that misgnided, obstinate,
but brilliant mian, to rule or ruin the cotintry was not
then suspected. The Ministry remained in office until
May and was then replaced by another stit! more auda-
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cious, which met Congress with a defiant declaration
that it was not dependent upon votes of confidence,
but only upon the President’s favor. Congress replied
by a vote of censure passed by three-fourths ef the
members.  The Ministers did not resign, although the
financial credits were exhausted, and a new budget
required authorization. Congress suspended in July
the collection of revenues until a Ministry commanding
its confidence should be formed. TFor a mnonth no taxes
were paid and Balmaceda refused to yield. Then he
relaxed his opposition, appointed a Ministry composed
of influential men, and announced that official influence
would not be exerted in the electoral canvass. Con-
gress met him in a conciliatory spirit, and voted finan-
cial supplies for six months.

As soon as the budget had been authorized the elec-
toral canvass of San Ifuentes was resumed, and local
appointments were made in his interest. The Ministry,
after vainly expostulating with the President, resigned
office in October. The Ministry of Combat was restored.
Menaced as it was with impeachment proceedings, it
appealed to Balmaceda to anticipate hostile action by
the exercise of his constitntional power of declaring
the session of Congress closed. This was done as
easily as Balmaceda could bar and lock the doors of his
bouse. A Committee empowered by law to meet during
recess of Congress flooded the Iixecutive Mansion with
protests, recommendations, and menaces; but he had
gone too far to retreat, With the end of the year
authority for the collection of revenues and taxes and
the maintenance of the army and navy ceased. On
January 1, 1891, the budget was decrced by Executive
authority, tie army was promised a large increase of
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pay, public meetings were dispersed by the police and
a military dictatorship was virtually proclaimed. The
members of Congress, not being allowed to assemble,
united in a memorial declaring the presidential office to
be vacant. The navy revolted agaiust the government,
and, after failing to excite a popular uprising in Val-
paraiso, carried the Congressional leaders to Iquique for
the conquest of the nitrate coast as a b’lS(‘ of military
operations against Balmaccda.

If the army had joined the navy the revolution would
have triumphed without bloodshed. Popular move-
ments had been planned both in Santiago and Valpa-
raiso, but for some reason they hung fire. President
Balmaceda at once declared the country under martial
law; but there was no popular reaction against his die-
tmtorshlp. Valparaiso, while proud of the navy, was
dazed and unsympathetic when the flect turned against .
the government. The police did not swerve from their
loyalty lo the Iixecutive. The army, instead of rallying
to the support of the Congressional leaders, remained in
the barracks and criticised the lack of commen sense
and patriotism displayed by the politicians. Santiago
was heavily garrisoned and brought under police com-
pression. There were few signs of disaffection in the
southern cities. There was no popular uprising against
the military dictator. The masses of the population
waited to sce what would come of the naval revalt, and,
meanwhile, the President and his Ministers acted with
inflexible purpose. Martial law was proclaimed. 'The
officers of the insurgent ileet were denounced as pirates.
The army was heavily reernited. The prisons were
filled with suspects.  Privato houses wero searched for
incriminating correspondence, Men were flogged for
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refusing to veves the hiding-places of prominent revo-
lutionists. The estatos of mombors of the Oppogition in
Congress were plundered and their louses burned.
Political leaders were proscribed and driven into exile.
'Tho olection laws wore modified to snil the purposes of
the Ministers, Business was paralyzed. Disordor in
the currency and uational finances becaune confusion
worse confounded. There was a rise in the price of
food, and n ruinous inerease in the cost of living.
Public order in the cities was maintained by rigorous
meagures of repression, and tervorism was the order of
the day. At the same timme preparations were made for
general elections, a new Congress was brought into
existence, and Don Claudio Vieufia, a wealthy Iand-
owner of high repute, was acecpted as the candidate
who was to succeed Balmaceda as President.

The revolutionists had at the oulset a fleet without
an army. Within nine weeks o base of operations was
gecired in the mitrate provinces where they could hold
out for an indefinite period, and rvecrnit and arm a force
for the conquest of Valparaiso. With their fleet in
contnand of the gea, and with hundreds of miles of
desert between them and Santiago, they were protecled
against attack by Balmaceda's superior foree. With
the nitrate shipments uuder their control, they had a
large source of rovenue avajlable for military purposes.
Five months of desultory naval warfare and military
preparations followed, = Balmaceda hud seized the
Iniperial, the best steawmer of the Chilian line, and
organized a small flotilla of torpedo-boats. These ves-
sels attempted to hiarass the Congressionalists and were
successful in sinking the ironclad, Blanco Encalada.
Seven torpedoes were launched at her on a dark night,
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when she was at anchor in port, and the assailants
oscapod after destroying the most formidable vessel of
the lleot.  The Cougressionnlists gradunlly rocraited nn
armny of 10,000 men, and remained on the defensive
until they entdd properly armit.  The sarrender of the
Jtate b Iquiquo to tho American floet after hor arrival
with a cargo of arms and ammunision from San Diego
delayed offensive operations for several weeks.  Envoys
had been sent to the United States and to Europe to
solicit recognition of belligerent rights: but these over-
tures failed except with the Bolivian Government, with
which a convention was negotinted. Meanwhile Bal-
maceds had succeeded in securing the vessels of war
building in Europe.

There was no time to loge, it full advantage of their
naval gupremacy was to bo taken. When the Maypu
arrived at Iquique, with ample supplies of rifles and
ammunition, offensive operations were decided wupon.
The Janding at Quinteros Bay was followed by a battls
at Colmo, and after & brief interval by the decisive
ongagement al Placilla on August 28. The fighting
began at seven in the morning, and before eleven the
Balmacedists were roubed.  Two of their generals,
Alzerreca and Barbosy, with 1000 men, were killed,
8000 men were prisoners, and the remnant of the force
of 10,000 men was scuttling from the battle field. The
issue was never doubtful after the first gun was fired,
and a complete victory was won, with the loss of 400
men. By one o’clack Valparaiso was entered by the
advance guard, and by nightfall the vietorious army
was encamped in lhe city with every indication of
publie rejoicing.  Balmaceda'’s suicide at the Argen-
tine Bmbassy in Santiago brought his inglorious career
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to a close. With the election of Admiral Montt to the
Presidency Chili entered upon a new period of consti-
tutional progress.

There is hardly a Spanish-American country which
has not had at one time or another its Balmaceda.
Military dietatorships have beon frequent in Urnguay,

the Argentiug, Paraguay, Bolivia, Dern, Colombin, |

Venenuela, Central America, and Mexico. Ordinarily
the executive who defied the legislators and sccured by
the use of the army either the eleclion of a favorite, or
his own continuance in office, has been successful and
usurpations have been tolerated. T'he moral of Balma-
ceda’s end is that public opinion in Chili has become
so enlightened that military cabals and personal govern-
ment are now impracticable. The financial results of
the war were most deplorable. When the struggle
opened there wag a surplus of $30,000,000 in the treas-
ury, preparations were making for specie resumption,
and the national debt was not heavier than so pros-
perous a country could carry without inconvenience.
Balmaceda began by bringing $10,000,000 in paper into
circulation, and Ly draining the silver reserve, and he
ended by selting the printing-presses in operation and
emitting issue after issue of depreciated money. The
triumph of representative pgovernment over military
usurpation hag been purchased at high cost since the'
finances wore left in great disorder and all industries
were paralyzed. The Chiliang are o hardy and ener-
getic race, and they will not bo ovorcome by difficulties
and hardships.  With peace will come pelitical reform,
congtitutionnl rovision, indusbrinl  dovelopiment, and
commercinl enterprise.  Their future is sccure, for
they are the most vigorous and patriotic race in South
America.

IX

THE RAINLESS COAST

A STUPENDOUS NATURAL PHENOMENON — THTE CHILIAN SEA-
BOARD — ANTOTFAGASTA AND TQUIQUE—— NTTRATE BEDS~—
TIIE FLAG AL ARICA — THE PERUVIAN COAST ~— REPUDI-
ATION OF PAPER MONEY — DOWN THE ANDES IN A
HAND - CAR — MR, MEIGGS'S EBNGINRERING IEATYS — AN
IRRATIONAL NATIONAL POLICY — A MASTER-S1TROXE OF
FINANCE AND DIPLOMACY

Ix sailing northward from Valparaiso along the Chil-
fan coast, the traveller is confronted with a stupendous
natural phenomenon. He enters a rainless zone with-
out vegetation or resources for sustaining human life,
At Goquimbo, the first anchorage in the voyage from
Valparaiso, he is weil within the southern edge of this
arid district. Thence for over 2000 miles he is to
follow a mountainons coast where rain is virtually
unknown. This zone extends inland to the slope of
the Andes, and varics in width from twenty to eighty
miles, It includes one-third of the Chilian scaboard
and the entire coast of Peru to the Gulf uf Guayaquil.
There the seaboard Sahara ends abruptly with the
sharpest possible transition from bloak mountnin head-
lands to a coast clad with verdure and nourished by a
vapar-ladon nlmogspliero,

The enuses of these astonishing phenomena are
explained by scientific writers. It is evident that the

166



166 _ TROPICAL AMERICA

chief agent in producing (his belt of desert seaboard
js the Andes. Tho trado winds atrike Northern Brazil
_loaded with vapor, and currents of air eontinuing in
an oblique westward drift across the continent, supply
tho Plato and the Amazon river systems with abundant
winfall.  When these currents beat against the ram-
puartg of the Andos, the remafning moisture s wrang
from them by the condensing power of low tempern-
fures ab extreme altitudes. Trom the crest of the
range there arc no sources of evaporation wnfil the
tranquil levels of the Pacific are reached. The air
currents in their passage to the coast are without
moisture. The snows on the eastern slopes and central
summits of the Andes are final deposits of vapor which
exhaust the water supply of the Atlantic trades. There
is nothing iu reserve for the strip of seaboard and the
intervening mountain slopes. Cobperating with this
primal cause is the prevailing wind on the Pacific.
From Tierra del Fuego a branch of the Autarctic cur-
rent follows the northern trend of the West Couast, and
winds accompany it to the equator, absorbing moisture
all the way, but not swerving eastward after passing
the Southern Chilian ecast. These aerial currents in
the latitudes of Northern Chili and Peru have gained
by heat additional power of absorplion, but carry their
ample supplivs of vapor northward, sithout being
diverted to the coast, with its mountnin Dbuttresses.
The air coming from the Andean sumimits has been
squeezed dry by those mighty condensers. Rain storms
from the west never blow inland.  The rainless zone is
thus deprived of all means of water supply, except the
fow meagre streams tumbling dowa the western slopes
from the upland snow-drifts.
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The traveller embuking as T did on a steamer at
Valparaiso Tor lquigquo nt oneoe discovers thal fo s
bound for internediate ports, which derive all their
food supplies from Central and Southern Chili. There
aro droves of eattlo on the lower dock to provide fresh
meat for the towns of the rainless zone. The afterpart
of tho vossel is Inrgoly veenpied by vonders of vegeln-
bles, fruits, butler, eggs, chickens, ducks, and hams.
They are allowed to display their wares in small stalls
and big baskets, and when the steamer arives in port,
market-dealers swarm out in small boats to obtain sup-
plics from these pedlers.  Every steamer of the English
and Chilian lines is converted into a floating market
all the way from Valparaiso to Iqnique, where the
stalls are removed and the hucksters dispose of the
remnants of their stock on shore. The geaboard has
to be fed week by week, almost day hy day, from the
South.

The Chilian seaboard extends from the Peruvian
frontier beyond Arica to Cape Horn, a distance of over
2500 miles, and comprising forty degrees of latitude,
and an arca of nearly 800,000 English square miles.
The northem Dbelt, stretching from the seventeenth to
the bwenty-ninth parallels, is without rain, It contains
nitrate deposits and silver and copper mines, and has
inexhaustible wineral wealth. From the twenty-ninth
to the thirty-third parallels is an intermedinte zone with
fertile valleys and mineral resources. Valparaiso and
Santiago are on the southern boundary of this semi-
agriculbwral zone. South of the thirty-third parallel
stretches the main agricultural belt, with-a copious rain-
fall. This is Chili, the home of an essentially maritime
nation, accustomed to struggle against nature and to
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overcome every physical obstacle to ifs progress. 'In
the far south its fishermen combat storm and glacier.
On the Andean slopes its mountaineers are the hardiest
of farmers. In the northern deserts its mining camps
are pitched among the bleak mountain buttresses l.ining
the coasts. The Chilians are n robust rage, cqfnpped
for oecupying wnnatural howwes, and trading in tho
exposed roadsteads scattered among the barren cliffs of
" their northern coasts. . '
A. remarkable feature of the coast scenmery is 1ts uni-
formity. Thereis a continuous terrace of flat-topped cliffs,
genem?lly a thousand and somelimes two tholusafld. feet
high, retreating abruptly from the sea and leaving in front
of the anchorages narrow shelves of beach, where !,he
towns are built. This coast wall has a uniform divection
north and south, and presents an aspect of singular
regularity. Back of it are sometimes seen the slnpes
of the maritime range; but ordinarily it limits the view
with its reddish-gray, weather-beaten fztgsule.' Devoid
of vegetation and wooded slopes, it is wearisome and
monotouous. There is a briel hour in the day when
the dull red fades into gray and then deepens into blue
andor the slanting rays of tho sciting sun with its palo
lemon fircs; and then the coast scencry is beaubiful.
That is the transfiguring effect of the wonderful sunsets

of the South Pacific, — sunsets as delicate in their gold "

and silver tinting as those of the South Atlantic are
gorgenus with flaming scarlet and voyal purple.

As for the desolate towns on the coast, it is beyond
the peucilling of that supreme artist, the suw, at moin-
ing, noon, or dusk, to impart beanty or picturesqueness
to them. There are rows of lumber sheds puinted brown
or yellow or blue, a sandy plaza with an ugly little
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church of iron or wood, and clusters of birrooms in the
main street. Sometimes there ave a few tall chimneys
added, and whenever the port is of any size, there is a
platform in the plaza for a brass band. Coquimbo is
one of these coast-towns and Caldera is another, the
port of Copiap6, o city with 2 population of 20,000,
whose prosperity is declining, or ab least stationnry,
through the failure of some of its oldest mines. At
Caldera wuter is obtained {from the river Copiapd,
several miles away, and there are a few stunted bushes
and fHowering plants to be seen. Chafiaral is another
forlorn place with mining connections. Taltal, at the
foot of sloping granite and sienite hills, is the receiving-
point for supplies for several mining towns to which a
railway leads. Dread of earthguakes and tidal waves
stilles all civic ambition or private enterprise. Cheap
frame houses and shops alone are built, and as no
prudent native will consent to sleep aboye the ground
floor, all the dwellings are low-studded structures.
There are no intevior courts, for there are neither trecs,
nor plants, nor vines to convert them into cool and
shady retreats. The highest point of social distinetion
13 reached when a residens bailds on the plaza a square
house of one story, and carries a railing around the flat-
roof, with a line of benches where he and his family
can sit and hear the band play waltzes in the cool of
the evening. When that has been done, the highest
prize in the lottery of existence has been won.

These ports, while presenting to eyes unaccustomed
to the scenory of a descrt eonst a wretched and forlorn
aspeet, are cenbres of commercial activity. Copper, sil-
ver, and nitvates are greater sources of national wealth
than the wheat supplies of Talcahuano and the Soutl.
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Where a prominent mining-camp has been pitched a
rallway has been construeted either to Serena or to
Copiap6, or directly to the seaboard; and the lmner_al
deposits when unearthed are exported from the coastin
enormous quantities. The Copiapé country was for-
merly the richest of the silver-producing districls, and
is wlill oy prond mining centro.  Scrann is the send of
copper x5 well as silver mining. Chili once 1'egu'lu.‘ucd
the price of copper in the London market; but it has
lost its supremacy throngh the development of richer
mines in the Uniled States. Its capitalists are now
making great cfforts to enlarge the production by the
introduction of improved methods of mining and smelt-
ing; and they have succeeded within a few years in
demonstrating the incorrcetness of the asswnption that
the best and richest veins had been worked out. It
may be a barren coast; but the maritime range is brim-
ming with treasure for a race which has the pluck to
maintain an unequal combat with nature.

The same natural causes whicl have converted the
coast into u desert have stored it with wealth. The
vast accumulations of guano and nitrate of soda could
not have been iprmed in any other than a rainless zone.
The retention of the fertilizing properties of these de-
posits is entirely due to the absence of moistuare. ' The
cotton, sugar, and grazing valleys of Peru are enriched
by rains on the Andean slopes. The islands and desert
levels are enriched by the lack of rain. Nature may
be contradictory in its processes, bub its purposes are
always beneficent. It is the greed of men and nations
that converts nature’s bounty into a blight and a curse,
Guano and nitrates have been the chief cause of all the
evils wrought by rapacious speculators, recklegs finan-
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ciers, and hostile armies on this coast. Peru was pros-
perous and happy until this source of national weulth
was developed on a large scale. When it was discov-
eved that the manure deposits had only to be worked in
order to yield enormous revenues, agricultural and min-
ing industries werc suffered to decline. A great railway
syatom was plannod, and rockloss oxpondiinres wora
sanctioned. The bondholders eame in, and the re-
sources of the rainless coast were mortgaged to them.
The discovery of the nitrate beds of Tarapacd tended
to depreciate the valuc of guano, and the Peruvian Goy-
ernment established » monopoly over them. Chili had
been coveting these resources of the coast and intriguing
for the control of the nitrate industry ab Antofagasta.
The way of conquest was brought on under various pre-
texts ; but it would never have been fought if the rainless
corst had not been imbedded with nitrogeneous deposits.
It was the same rich seaboard which provided the vic-
torious Congressional faction during the recent Civil
War wilth a bhase of operations, where, secure against
attack, they could recruit an army of sturdy miuners
with the revenues of the nitrate shipments.

Antofagasta is one of the main gateways by which

~ Bolivia is approached. It lies on the edge of the Ata-

camg desert, which extends from the Cordilleras to the
sea. Once in ten years therc may be a heavy rain in
this barren land, and then the descrts are clothed with
lower forms of stunted vegetation for a brief space; but
during the remaining nine years there will hardly be a
shower from January to December. Water is obtained
mainly by distillation and is sold at high prices and
delivered from house to house every morning. A more
desolate-looking town could not be found on any save
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a rainless coast. ‘There is a small church on a bleak
plaza, and there are drinking-saloons, and rows of frame
houses of the plainest sort. The most ambitious deco-
rative effect in the architecture of the town is the paint-
ing of a wooden front in imitation of a brick wall.
"This is Antolagasta, one af tho groab prizes of the
war of devastation fought for the possession of the
nitrate beds.

A high, angry surf beats against the rocky shore on
which Tquique is built. There is only an open, unpro-
tected roadstead where anchorage would be dangerous if
the Pacific were not the calmest and most trustworthy
of seas. The boatmen in landing passengers from
~steamers follow a circuitous passage hetween ledges
of rock over which the suxf rushes with tremendous
force. Fortunate is the traveller who passes through
the breakers without a shower bath; but even with
coat and hat eopiously spriukled with salt water, he is
thankful to have esca'fied the upseiting of the boat,
which has secmed imminent at the most dangerous
poing. Tho background for these lines of foaming
breakers is a series of barren mountaing bordered by
a desert. Stragpling along the carves of the shore are
rows of low frame-houses, drinking-saloons, and shops,
separated by broad strects. Where the sandy level is
widest, ot the base of the sloping ilanks of the coast
range, the strects ave mnitiplied until homes are pro-
vided for a population of 20,000, with an additional
5000 in the snburbs of the district. Tquique, with its
unnstural surroundings and the stiiking disudvantages
of its wretched harbor, is the largest and most {lourish-
ing coast-town between Valparaiso and Callao. In
‘cotnmércial importance it ranks after Valparaiso, since
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it is the centre of the nitrate trade. Pisagua is becor-
ing a formidable rival to it, and the extension of the
railway in the interior may render Patillos an fiaportant
nitrate port. Nature has dried up the sources of life and
verdure on the sterile hillsides and scattered fragments
of ancient seawall in the roadstead. Nalure has also
stored in the deserts treasures which are apparently
inexhaustible.

Iquique is the chicef port of the province of Tarapac4,
which was formerly the southernmost distriet of Peru.
Crude nitrate of soda was discovereil about 1880, and
the first shipment was made in 1838 to England. It

was used in the manufacture of nitric acid and also as

a fertilizer, and the quantily exported from Iquique in-
creased rapidly to 7,084,766 quintals in 1878, the year
preceding the ontbreak of the war. In consequence of
excessive production hoth the European and American
markets were overstocked and the price heavily de-
f;liued after the war., The Chilian producers united
1 an agreement to limit the exports until the surplus
could be worked off and better prices sccured. In
1887 there was o revival of the ditrate industry in con-
sequence of a larger foreign demand, and the exports
of salts increased in value to 20,606,454 quintals in
1889. These figures veveal the rapid development of
the nitrate industry under Chilian administration of the
province of Taapact.

The deposits are not found on the western slopes of
the maritime range, but at the foot of the opposite
flanks of the mountains. On the western edge of the
wide valley between the central chain of the Andes
and the coast range there are low foot-hills. “There
only are the beds of nitvate salts. The most reasonable
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explanation of their existence presupposes the conver-
sion of the West Coast frowm sea-bottom to mountain
and valley. As the coast range emerged by volcanic
action above the sea, salt wator lagoons filled with sca-
weed and marine vegetation would naturally have been
left between it and the main Andean wall, The de-
compogition of the seawecd would have rcleased nibric
acid to enter into combinalion with shells and chalky
limestone, and the gradual cvaporation of the salt
water would have produced these nitrogeneous deposits.
Probably the whole valley was originally embedded
with nitrate, but the deposits were washed away in the
centre and on the western slope of the Andes. The
masses which remain were protecled by the canforma-
tion of thie low coast range. If this Delt had not been
rainless for thousands of years, these wonderful acou-
mulations would not have lLeen preserved, for atmos-
pheric moisture would have destroyed them. The
wealth of the nitrate coast is the direct result -of
the natural conditions which deprive it of verdure and
agricultural resources. This is a fact which reconciles
Chilian and foreign residents alike to their life in a
coast Sabara. The Pampa del Tamarugal has the out-
ward aspeots of a barven valley of death: but it is a
vast chemieal laboratory in which life-giving elements
are stored in inexhaustible supplies for rencwing the
productive energies of other climes. Ouly the richest
beds are now worked, but the deposits extend along
the coast for many hundreds of miles. "Lhere are sup-
plies adequate for the requirements of centuries of suc-
cessful agriculture in Europe and America.

‘The wonderful development of the salt industries is
largely to be attributed to the ente%:prise of Colonet
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North, known along this coast as the Nitrate ing. He
has amassed a great fortnne since the war between
Chili and Peru, and now resides in London, where he
largely conirols the nitrate market. He was an intelli-

- gent engincer who had surveyed the salt beds of Tara-

pied, and formed an accurats cstimate of the mineral
wealth of the region. The Peruvian povernment had
established a State monopoly before the war, purchasing
the nifrate lands and works, and issuing bounds for
them. At the close of the hostilities it was generally
expected that Chili would maintain a similar monopoly,
but the vietorions Govermment wisely deeided to open the
industry to free competition and to content itself with
receiving an export dnty on the produect. Colonel
North began operalions by purchasing bonds issued by
the Peruvian government, and alter securing coutrol
of pitrate” beds, he formed companies in England for
working them, He also bought the stock of some of the
nitrate railways at depreciated rates and organized new
companies for operating and extending thew. The
Chilian government encouraged him to persevere in
his operalions, and mude no atbempt to interfere with
the rights of private owners interested in the develop-
ment of the resources of the coast. The administration
in Iquique and Tarapacd has steadily improved since
the conquest, and the populalion is reconciled to the
new political order whiclh has promoted the material
progress of a province that wag in a state of stagnation
before the war.  Many of the Peruvian residents have
sold their property and gone north, but there has been
an influx of new settlers from Chili of superior ca-
pacity and enterprise. The railway system lins been
extended, new factories have been built, aud  the



176 TROPICAL AMIEHICA

province has received a great impetus under Chilian
administration.

Iquique has played an important part in the last two
West Coast wars. The decisive sea-fight of the war with
Peru occurred in the harbor. While the Chilians were
blockading Callao, the Peruvian irou-clads, the J/nde-
pendencia and the Huascar, headed sonthward, possibly

with the intention of bombarding Valparaiso. At

Iquique they encountered two contemptible adversaries,
the wooden shlp Zsmeralda, with eight, and the liitle
ganboat Covadonga, with two guus. The Huascar,
well handled by her commander, soon had {he Esmeralda
ot her mercy. The Chilian commander atfempted to
capture the Huasear by ruoning his own ship alongside
and sereaming to his men to board her and use their
knives. The vesscls were separated before his crew
could follow him as he sprang to the enemy’s deck. He
was instantly shot down, and his ship sank to the bottom
-with her crew of eighty men, a few survivors alone
escaping. This was the daring exploit for which
Arturo Prat’s statue is raised in Valparaiso and elsc-
where in Chili. If the seafight had ended witih the
sirikking of his own vessel, the Peruviau ships might have
proceeded on their course to Valparaiso and shelled the
town. The real hero of the seafight was the shrewd
commander of the Covadonga, who when followed by
the Independencia, a ship which outsailed the gunboat
and would have been certain to overtake her, wag crafty
as Ulysses, and ran close in shore. The Independencia
went aground on the rocks and was a total wreck. 16
was a staggering blow, {from which Peru never re-
covered.
The same nitrate coast was the centre of the Con-
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gressional operations during the Civil War of 1891. All
the skirmishes by which the insurgents secured posses-
sion of the province of Tarapacd and control ever moro
than one-half of the revonues of Chili took place along
the line of railway connecting Pisagua with Iquique.
As most of the railways were aperated aund the nitrate
deposits worked by companics formed and registered in
Ingland, the sympathies of that country were largely
enlisted on the side of the insurgents, especially as
Balmaceda, whether justly or unjustly, was suspected
of harboring a design of depriving foreigners of a great
source of wealth and of converting the salt beds into
State properties.  The overthrow of the Dictator could
never have been accomplished without the possession of
Tquique and its army of miners. It was the vietory of
Tarapacd, over Central Chili. Until a coast railway
providing rapid means for transperting an army is
built from Valparaiso to Iquique no future government
in Santiago will be secure against insurrection in the
North.

The Chilian {lag, as it floats above the high rock
which guards the entrance of Ariea, is a signal that the
frontier has been established north af the nitrate desert
for all time. Tho little Peruvian fort which was
eaptured aftor Tarapact had been overrun and Tacna
occupied with a land force is still garrisoned, and the
guns point outward toward the sea, where the Chilians
are as aggressive in commereo to-day as they were then
in naval warfare. This is the last port on the coast
where the flag is seen; and nominally it is temporarily
occupied pending a popular vote in 1893, which will
determine whether Tacna and Arica shall be restored to
Peru or annexed permanently to Chili. The sum of
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$10,000,000 in silver is to be paid by the nation which
finally obtains the provinces to the loscr. Ariea will
be held by Chili whether the price be paid ox not. Ten
years of occupation with the military garrisons strength-
ened at the time of the election will secure a vate in
its favor. Asin Iquique, so also in Arics, the Peruvian
residents are gradually selling their possessions, and
Chilians are taking their places. Moreover, an incredse
in trade is shown hy the number of vessels constantly
to lie seen in the roadstead, and there is a band always
playing in the” plaza ju the evenings to amuse the
people.  Ariea, while not making as rapiil strides in
material advancement as the chief mbrate ports, Pisagua
and Iquique, is steadily gaining gronnd. The Chilian,
flag will remain over the mimic forlress nfter the de-
cisive eleclion. The South will fight a second time
rather than lose the fronticr provinees. Chili will nof
give up any territory which has been conquercd. s
logs would alse bo civilizalion’s Joss, foy it s Lo ot
capalile and progressive nation in the Soulh.

 From Arica, where there is a sharp thun in the trend
of the west eoast, there is o marked change in the seen-
ery. The high-terraced scawall of Northern Chili gives
place in Southern Peru to sandy barrens and lowlying
cliffs, with gray mountains sloping casily toward the
shore. Tt is a bleak, inhiospitable coast, the wider pros-
pects which it Lrings before the cye Leing vistas of
desert, with here and there a river bottom of rank weeds
and a languishing village. Such a landing-place 1s
Moliendo, with o straggling group ¢f adobe cabins. A
splendid destiny was marked out for it by Mr. Meiggs,
but it has not entered upon its promised estate. Its
prominence as the coast base of the longest railway in
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P'eru secured-for it during the war of invasion an earl
visitation from Chilian maraudivg troops, and war:toi
destruction of engineering works and ,mllin stock
Geu.eml Caceres, afterwards President of Peru gwa,s in-
the futerior above Avequipa for a loug time ;esistin

the il;erms of the ignominious peace which Genemgl
Tglesias had unegotiated. This district was almost ti;e
last to be pacilied, and the railway was not l'eof’cned
'Im-.n lt:‘»ng period.  This line illustrated at once Mf
Mmggs s genius and folly. It was a wagnificent en 1
neoring work which demonstrated in advanes the )rfo-
bicability of the Alpine railways and tunnels. 1t -n%ns *1,
barren business enterprise, since it began at a coast ‘vilt-
Inge where there was no harbor, nnd ended 827 Imiles
Rway i'n & lake scttlement of possibly 5000 Tndia.né
F‘he railway system was built at a contract pric.e ojj’
#44,000,000 in bonds. An attempt was made to open
a trade route with Bolivia by estallishing a Hnopof
sleamors on Leko ‘Titicwen ot n level of 12,600 foot
above the sea; but it hias yielded barren retun;s owin

to the lack of rapid communication hetween t.hu end OSE
th-e lake and La Paz. M. Meiggs designed a third
railway between Juliaca, noar Puno, and Cuzco, o dis-
tance of 272 miles. Only a small seetion of th’is line

has been completed.  The southern railway system does

not tap any great producing districts. It runs through
a spm-.«:(.:]y populated country, offering no facilities E)r
developing 2 remuncrative transportation trade.

From Southern Peru, after a voyage of three days, I
reached Callao. This town was once the centre o‘fj tile
trade of the West Coast. The Pacifie Navigation Com-
pany r.uade it the headquarters of their fleet of steamer
estahhshiug there extensive repair shops, foundries, ansc‘i
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depots of supplies, and employing a force of 200 English
mechanies, for whom houses, a hospital, and even a
~ theatre were built. It is an unerring sign of the com-
mercial decadence of Callao that the Company are
transferring their machine shops from the Peruvian to
the Chilian coast. The commerce and population of the
town have steadily declined since the collapse of the
guano business. Callao has ceased to be a terminal
point of the first Importance for Kuropean commerce.
Tts papulation was once 40,0005 it can now hardly exceed
25,000, There is an exceptionally good havbor for the
coast, and it has been deepened and improved by » French
company. There are moles where vessels ean receive
cargoes | there is a large floating dock ; theve is a sea-
wall npearly a mile long of substantial construction;
there ave stcam cranes for londing and discbarging car-
goes and railway iracks leading nearly to the ends of
the piets; and there is anchorage ground for the largest
ships. Facilities are provided for handling an immense
commerce. There are nall the mechanical appliances
and ‘engineering works required for making Callao
o metropolis. Business alone is lacking. On the
rainless coast one constantly sees dry river-beds where
there are fine chaunels for running water and sharp
curves and rugged gorges in the coast mountains offer-
ing a promise of bold scenery. Ouly one thing 1Is
wanting — water. Ab (lallao there are channels hol-
lowed out and scientifically improved for floating 2
great commerce; buf there seems to be no business.
The town is stagnant. Al its commercial and indus-
trial interests are depressed.

The chief cause for the commercial decadence of Cal-
lao is the exhaustion of the resources of the country
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produced by the war with Chili. Peru was completely
crushed. Its seaboard had been ravaged ; many of its
towns were heaps of charred ruins; and its capit.al was
o.nl_}r saved from destruetion by the energy of the for-
cign residents. The government was bankrupt. For
years it Lad been dependent upon the guano beds for
rovenucs, and these sources of wealth had passed ount
of its possossion. It was compelled by its necessities to
coutinue the issue of irvedeemable currency, which wag
alre:}dy worth only a fraction of its face value. It went
on ‘mﬂating the currency until there was a volume
variously estimated from 80,000,000 to 100,'0(}0 0600

and an actual value of a few cenis on the dollar: \’/Vith,
such a medium of exchange business operations could
not be extended. It was not till the .eurrency became
worthles:s and was cast aside with oue consent by the
people in- the coast towns that there was any - real

- improvement in ituafi i
p the situation. Momentauily, the repu-

fitmtx(.m of the enrrency involved grealb distress in the
luterior, where the natives had no meney with which to
bux food; but the substitution of silver for paper was
rapidly effected, and from that time there has'-l)een‘a
.p:u’tial restoration of business cenfidence. The unfin-
ished railway system has been one of the chief obstacles

- to material progress. Lack of capital available for new

eénterprises has been another hindrance. Peru had

stopped paying the interest on its publio debt, and

thereby had fatally impaired its eredit, Its most urgent

need was foreign capital, buf its borrowing powers had

completely collapsed,

(?‘alla’o is the .scaboa,rd base of the second of M1
M.elggs s greab ;rm?ways. T went over the line to 1;]1'0 ter-
minus after enjoying for ten days the delightful society
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of the capital. The secrets of the Andes cannot be
snatched in a- game of blindman’s-buff on a railway
train. The traveller who goes to Chicla with an im-
pression that he can see grand mountain scerery by
shifting his seat from one side of the ecar to the other,
and by occasionally venturing outside on the platform,
is doomod to disappointmont. My, TTubbell, suporin-
tendent of the railway, to whom I had been introduced
throngh the courtesy of Mr. Eyre, in Lima, had promised
that I should return by hand-car without a cinder-puff-
ing engine in front. I waited until there wasa clearsky
above me, and then saw the Oroya milway. Mr Ellis,
the roadmaster, sent for me at eleven o’clock and told
mo- that the carriage was waiting. It was a narrow box
with two seats over four wheels. A brake worked by a
small hand-lever was the only appliance for controlling
it. Thissufficed forstopping the hand-car in the course
of a few yards, even when the mation was as high as
thirty miles an hour. Six passengers with the road-
master made a full load, but gravity is a steed which is
‘L'he wheels
were otled and critically examined; the baggage was
readjusted so as to inconvenicnce -the passcngers as
little as possible; and then the grip of the brake wus
relensed. In an instaut the car was in rapid mofion
down the Cordilleras f{-onj an elevation of 12,220 feet.

‘In a few minutes more it was running at the rate of

twenty miles an hour, and if Mr. Fllis had been anxious

five miles might have been attained on the safer levels.

The simplicity of the engincering methods of this
railway was now revealed. Projecting terraces or but-
tresses along the valley of the Rimac have been utilized
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for the construction of a series of ascending zigzags.
There ate no spiral curves above Matueana, but there is
a continuous succession of grades one above another.
The roadmzister Jumps off, readjusts a switch, and then
starts the car in the opposite direction. The Rimae,
whicl: hefore was a foaming torrent a long way below
us, is now almost on & lovel with the car.  The tunnel
through which we passed recedes from view and at lash
disappears altogether. The roadmasler again alights to
switeh the car upon a third grade. Now the first direc-
bion is resumed, and hefore long the tunmel through
which we had plunged on the first grade is again seen,
this time high above us. As one looks down another
tunnel can be descried at a lower level. This will bs
reached by o backward run on an intermediate grade,
and then by an advance in the opposite direction. The
lines of ascent and descent are distinctly traced as we
pass from oue level to another. There is one mountain
mass which is approached as many as five times on suc-
cessive grades, and theu a tunnel pierces it, and sends
the car trundling down the precipices on the other side.

From Chicla to Rio Blanco, with its reaches of white
water, thero is a descent of 677 fect in three and one-
half miles ; and thence to Pusnte de Anchi there is one
of 243 feet in two miles. The gradients are uniform
from the base of -the Cordilleras, and in no instance do
they exceed one in twenty-six, the average being con- -
siderably lower. The Rimac and other streams are

.. to put, 11is-.P_011y;;th_l'D-_11.ghﬁi_tS'.b'est paces, a-speed of thirky- . ""I"""‘f‘f"“‘“%‘f%"’%&"ﬁi‘ﬁs.‘%@d"ﬁ’ﬁﬂ"iféé'fbsm d by bridges and via Tucts of slonden
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construction and ingenious design. At Puente Infier-
nillo there are double tunnels, with the river pouring out
of a subterrauncan cleft, and the mountains tovﬁering in
desolate majesty to a great height. A bridge spans a
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‘torrent at the -bottom of the ravine.: On the mountain
sides, which are liere nearly vertical, there are evidences
of the stupendous forvés by which nature has hollowed
out this ‘infernal chamber in the Cordilleras. Rock
masses have been riven apart and shattered. The foam-
ing torrent has undermined the base of the mountain.
A chasm which seemed to defy human approach has
been walled in on svery side by precipitous butiresses;
yeb at the bottom of the ravine trains pass over a light
1'ai1\’~my bririge, and appear and disappear at the mouths
of companion tannels. - From Puente de Anchi to San
Mateo the railway follows a winding pathway along the
verges.of precipices. Tunnels are frequent and viaducts
geem to be suspended like cobwebs in the air. At San
Mateo there are magnificent mountain prospects at an
elevation of 10,580 feet. In fourteen and one-half miles
there-is a descent of 2742 feet by a series of long curyes.
and zigzags. Below Matucana there are two complete
spirals by which the car successively reaches points
directly below each other. Here was the object lesson
by which railivay engineers profited in constructing the
St. Gothard aod other Alpine lines.

.- At Verrugas the hand-car was switched off on a
siding and abandoned, The brook at the bottom of the
ravine is ordinarily a thin, silvery stream; but whon
a clondburst occurred a year before, the gorge, with its
precipitous walls, was suddenly converted into a high
flood, which swept down upon the bridge, the most
gonspicuous work of engineering on the line so far as
it is-completed. The bridge had three iron piers, the
central one being 2562 feet high, with the span of the
chasm; 580 feet in width. The torrent carried away
the middle pict and with it a mass of wreckage. For

NEW VERSUGAS 3RIDGE
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several months traffic was suspended beyond Verrugas,
and mules were put on the road to Chicld. Then Yan-
kee ingenuity devised a method of surmounting the
obstaclo of the broken Lridge. Cables were swung
across the chasm, and a small ear working on pulleys
was attaclied to them. As our party of seven approached
the side pier a hanging platform, with two braces
hooked to the pulleys, was in use for transferring
freight from one bank to the other. There was no
time for substituting the regular passenger box for this
rough contrivance. We scrambled up, and were swung
across the chasm, the hanging platform tilting with the
load. The most serious traveller of the party could
not help smiling over the drollery of this swinging ride
over a dangerous gorge, and every one breathed more
easily when the wheels ceased to move and the open
cage could be.emptied. A second hand-car was then
taken, and the jowrney down the monntains was con-
tinned to San Bartholomé, and fthence to Chosice.
Lima was then only twenty-five miles distant.

Mr. Meiggs had an ambition to leave behind - him
some magnificent work achieved under stupentious dif-
ficulties. The Oroya Railroad is his litle to {fame writ-
ten in spiral curves and zigzags across the Cordilleras.
It was undertaken as a marvel of modern engineering,
by which Peru might be brought into. a conspicuous
place among the nations, and its reputation as the most
backward and medieval of South American countries
redeemed. Iiven in its unfinished state, it is a monu-
ment to his genius and the most important public work
in Peru. As originally plabned in 1870, it was to
tunnel the Andes at an altitude of 15,645 feet above.the
sea, after a long series of zigzags and curves on the
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terraces of the upper Rimae. No other engineer would
have ventured to forecast the operation of a piston-rod
at so great a height. No other contractor would have
seriously considered the practicability of building a
railway across the mountains to a few huddles of Indiun
cabins and obtaining remunerative financial returns
from it. There were other peints in central Peru, at
which the Cordilleras could have been pierced ab a
greatly reduced level, and with loss formidable engineer-
ing difficulties. Mr. Meiggs, in his way, was as auto-
cratic as the Russian Czar, who upset the careful
calculations of his engineers by drawing a straight line
across the map and ordering them to lake that as their
route. 